NEW MILFORD BOARD OF EDUCATION
New Milford Public Schools
50 East Street
New Milford, Connecticut 06776

COMMITTEE ON LEARNING
MEETING NOTICE

September 16, 2014
7:30 PM
Lillis Administration Building — Room 2

AGENDA

5
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New Milford Public Schools Mission Statement
The mission of the New Milford Public Schools, a collaborative partnership of students, educators,
family, and community is to prepare each and every student to compete and excel in an ever-changing
world, embrace challenges with vigor, respect and appreciate the worth of every human being, and
contribute to society by providing effective instruction and dynamic curriculum, offering a wide range
of valuable experiences, and inspiring students to pursue their dreams and aspirations.

1. CALL TO ORDER

2. PUBLIC COMMENT
The Board welcomes Public Participation and asks that speakers please limit their comments to three
minutes. Speakers may offer objective comments of items on this agenda. The Board will not permit
any expression of personal complaints or defamatory comments about Board of Education personnel
and students, nor against any person connected with the New Milford Public School System.

3. ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND DISCUSSION
A. NEASC Update Marc Balanda/Linda Scoralick
B. Review District Assessment and Testing Joshua Smith

4. ADJOURN

Sub-Committee Members: ~ Mr. David A. Lawson, Chairperson
Mrs. Angela C. Chastain
Mrs. Daniele Shook
Mr. John W. Spatola

Alternates: Mr. Dave Littlefield
Mor. David R. Shaffer
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New Milford Public Schools

Testing Overview

Presented to the Committee on

Learning

Joshua Smith, Assistant Superintendent of Schools
September 16t 2014




Testing Overview

SAT report

ACT report

Advanced Placement Testing report
Connecticut CMT Science report
NWEA Map Assessment report



SAT

The SAT and ACT Subiject Tests are designed to
assess your academic readiness for college.

These exams provide a path to opportunities,
financial support, and scholarships, in a way that's fair
to all students.

The SAT and ACT Subject Tests keep pace with what
colleges are looking for today, measuring the skills
required for success in the 21st century.
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o SAT Prep Course

— Juniors enrolled

o PSAT Participation




ACT

e Qverview: The ACT college readiness assessment is a
curriculum and standards based educational and
career planning tool that assesses students' academic
readiness for college.

 The ACT tests educational development in English,
Mathematics, Reading, and Science.

o Test scores reflect what students have learned
throughout high school and provide colleges and
universities with information for recruiting, advising,
placement, and retention.



What is a Good Score?

« Any student scoring a 34, 35, or 36 is among the
top 1% of test-takers in the country

e The average composite score is roughly a 21

o About 50% of test-takers score below a 21



ACT Admission Scores and Acceptance
Rates to Universities in Connecticut

Fairfield University — 24 or higher, 69%
admitted

Quinnipiac University — 20 or higher, 69 %
admitted

SCSU — 17/22 or higher, 75% admitted

UCONN (Main Campus) — 25 or higher, 45%
admitted

Yale University — 30 or higher, 8% admitted

http://collegeapps.about.com/od/choosingacollege/a/CollegeProfiles.htm
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ACT Summary

* There was a major increase last year in
participation of the ACT, however only 50% of
the students participate in the exam.

 From 2012-13 to 2013-14 there was a decrease
in average scores, but the 2013-14 average was
in the range of the four year district average.

e The differences in performance between the
ACT and the SAT speaks in part to the
differences in the assessments, the number of
students that take the tests and the content
specific nature of the ACT.



Improvement Initiatives

* Average ACT Scores 2014 — 24 out of a 32

 Students who took at least one AP scored a 25.75 (59
students)

« Students who did not take and AP Average score was a
19.88 (25 students)

» Average SAT score 1591 from 2400 score
» AP students average SAT score 1766 (94 students)

* non-AP students average SAT score 1491.8 (186
students)



Advanced Placement Courses

« Advanced Placement courses are opportunities for
students to take college level courses in high school.

«  With successful completion of the Advanced
Placement course and exam, students have an
opportunity to earn college credit or opt out of basic
college coursework.

« There have been numerous studies that link
participation in AP courses to college graduation
rates. In some cases students that participate in AP
classes are 20%-60% more likely to graduate
college®.

* hittp://collegeready.rice.edu/ap-and-college-readiness
http://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED519365.pdf
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Connecticut Public Schools

AP® Participation by District: Class of 2013

T e - — : .
Hardand : / .
7 i 4 ] Swflerd. /- Union m\ Thompson

) W \

Regional 7

Distritts with public stugents eltending private high schools:
Morvwich {NHorwich Free Academy) - 1005% puablic students
Winchester {Gilbert School) - 10056 public student:
Percentage of 12th-graders who RS ool FUDIRRRIRAE

took an AP Exam in high school:

Sources:
I Less than 1% 2011-12 NCES 12th-grade district enroliment, 2013 College
Board AP Cohort Data, and 2011-12 Proximity School District
[ 19%6-9% Boundary Files.
10%-19% Notes:

The most recent enrollment data available were for the 2011-12

: school year. A degree of caution shoaki be exercised ywhen reviewing
- 30% or greater participation estimates, as data may nol reflect district enrollments for

— the 2012-13 school year. AP cohort data represent public school students
1 ] No 12th-grade enrclliment data from a given graduating class who too< an AP Exam during high school.



US News

 US News and World Reports has created a metric
for gauging the preparedness of high school
students for their first two years of college.

o It references multiple assessments, enrollments in
college level courses (IB and AP), student
performance on corresponding exams, and
overall student demographic information.

http://www.usnews.com/education/best-high-schools




School District College Readiness
Score
US News)

DRG D average
Bethel (DRG)
Southington (DRG)
Danbury (GEO)
New Fairfield (GEO)
Newington (DRG)

AP enrollment

Percent of
students passing
AP exams




Advanced Placement Scores

by Course
Enrollment | AP Tests Taken | Percent Passing | Average Score State Average
Studio Art 2 1 100% 3.0 n/a
English Language Comp 25 28 89% 371 3.34
English Literature 15 11 100% 3.55 3.21
Psychology 24 20 100% 4.4 3.28
US Government/Politics 19 14 86% 3.29 3.11
US History 59 57 56% 2.95 3.29
Calculus 54 48 88% 3.88 3.34
Computer Science 22 16 63% 2.94 2.93
Statistics 33 22 55% 2.73 3.19
Biology 38 38 97% 3.76 3.36
Chemistry 14 14 50% 2.64 3.09
Physics 26 24 88% 3.38 3.15
French 9 2 100% 3.5 3.55
German 13 13 69% 3.15 3.91
Spanish 15 11 100% 4,18 3.89
Total 389 333 80.3% 3.44 3.30
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Advanced Placement Summary

New Milford’s student achievement scores boost our college
readiness score, however due to the low enroliment in
Advanced Placement courses (21% of eligible students) New
Milford ranked 92nd of 125 school districts in Connecticut with a
score of a 18.7. The overall score of 18.7 placed New Milford
23“;] of 24 school districts in DRG D, and was one of the lowest
in the area

By increasing the participation in Advance Placement
enrollment there will be a positive correlation to the overall
college readiness score.

In terms of performance, our students are doing well in many
areas with above average scores not only on state
assessments but also the Advance Placement exams.



Connecticut CMT / CAPT Assessments

In 2013-14 the Connecticut Mastery Test (CMT) is
the standard assessment administered to students
in 5t and 8% grade for Science. In 2013-14 the
Connecticut Academic Performance Test (CAPT)
Is the standard assessment administered to
students in 10t grade for Science.



Science CMT / CAPT Results

Grade 5 Grade 8 Grade 10

% At/Above % At/Above % At/Above
Proficient |% At/Above Goal Proficient % At/Above Goal Proficient % At/Above Goal

2013 | 2014 | 2013 | 2014 | 2013 | 2014 | 2013 | 2014 | 2013 | 2014 | 2013 | 2014

New
Milford 83.1| 87.9 57.2 59.4 84.1 91.6 69.6 77 91.9 93.9 63.3 71

DRG Avg 89.3 |N9I5 71.9 69.9 86.7 88.2 71.1 74.5 91 89.4 59.6 55.7

Statewide | 81.7 | 83.4 62.5 59.6 76.5 78.3 60.6 | 62.5 81.7 78.7 49 46.8

Yellow indicates improvement over previous year
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Students
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5th Grade Science CMT
IVMlean Score
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250
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2011 2012 2013 2014

Percentage of Students
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75.0%

65.0% ""'\’/

55.0%
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Mean Score | Percentage of
Students
Meeting
Expectations
- 268.7 77.0%
W 259.7 69.4%
2011-12 2711 80.0%
2010-11 259.5 69.9%
TNERTIN 2634 72.9%

Avg

Percentage of Students
Meeting Goal Range

90.0%
80.0% o~ —
70.0%
60.0%
| 2011 2012 2013 2014
8th Grade Science CMT
Mean Score
276
266 /\/
256

2011 2012 2013 2014




Percentage of
Students
Meeting Goal
Range

IMlean Score

2011-12

2010-11 283.6 64%

2013-11 280.7 62.5%

Avg.

10th Grade Science CAPT Mean
Score

S

|
2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 |
\

Percentage of Students Meeting
Goal

73.0%
68.0%
63.0%
| 58.0%

E 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14




NWEA Map Assessment

« NWEA Map Assessments are administered in
grades Kindergarten — 10t grade.

 In Kindergarten and 18t grade the assessments are
given in reading and mathematics.

« |n 2" grade — 10" grade the NWEA Assessments
are given in reading, mathematics and language
usage.

« The NWEA Map Assessment monitors student
progress three times annually and demonstrates
one measure of student progress.



K
First

Second
Third
Fourth
Fifth
Sixth
Seventh
Eighth
Ninth
Tenth

Average

160.4

182.2
192.2
201.8
207.3
214.9
217.6
220.5
224.1
224.9
231.6

_ Mean RIT - Reading National Norm

1577

176.9
189.6
199,2
206.7
212.3
216.4
218.7
222.4
2229
223.8



K

First
Second
Third
Fourth
Fifth
Sixth
Seventh
Eighth
Ninth
Tenth

Average

158.4

182.2
191.7
202.7
210.2
221.4
223.7
231.2
235.3
237.9
246.6

159.1

179.0
191.3
203.1
212.5
2215
225.6
230.5
234.5
236.0
236.6



NWEA Map Reading Scores and
Science CMT Correlation

higetlie Meeting
Goal % IF 3 Meeting Meeting
Meet 1% IF
NWEA S : Goal % IF |20 % Goal % IF
Goal % IF Meeting NWEA
EEELER Goal % ML Below Goal [ VEA
Goal by 1 Meet Goal Below Goal by 2 Below by
Grade by 1 Grade Y 3+ Grades
Grades
Level
5th 98% 86% 60% 16% 4% 0%
8th 95% 95% 77% 55% 50% 41%

10th 92% 89% 71% 29% 32% 14%




NWEA MAP Summary

The three NWEA MAP assessments (reading, mathematics and language
usage) are designed as an instructional tool for teachers and students.

The assessments are able to track students’ progress annually and gives
normed referenced data that helps teachers deliver individualized support
to all of their students.

New Milford students did better than the nationally referenced norms and
demonstrated more growth than the average.

The MAP’s correlation to the Science CAPT and CMT data trends were
provide predictive metrics for the classroom teachers in their efforts to
ensure student achievement.



