QUESTIONS ON WORLD GEOGRAPHY

1) Name the 10 Canadian provinces.

Answer: Alberta, British Columbia, Manitoba, New Brunswick, Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, Ontario, Prince Edward Island, Quebec, and Saskatchewan.

2) Name Canada’s 3 territories.

Answer: Nunavut, Northwest Territories, and Yukon Territory (listed in descending order from largest to smallest)
3) Name the 3 Canadian provinces known as the “Maritime Provinces.”

Answer: New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, and Prince Edward Island (Newfoundland is sometimes said to be included; the “Atlantic Provinces” are New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island, and Newfoundland).

4) Name the 3 largest Canadian provinces in area.

Answer: Quebec, Ontario, and British Columbia (listed in decreasing order of size).

5) Name the 3 Canadian provinces known as the “Prairie Provinces.”

Answer: Manitoba, Alberta, and Saskatchewan.

6) Identify the 3 Canadian capitals named in honor of queens.

Answer: Victoria (British Columbia; named after Queen Victoria), Charlottetown (Prince Edward Island; named after the wife of King George III), and Regina (Saskatchewan; named Regina—the Latin word for “queen”—in honor of Queen Victoria).

7) Identify each of the following twos concerning Canadian geography and U.S./Canadian geography.

     1)  2 provinces bordering Maine

     2)  2 provinces bordering New Brunswick 
     3)  2 provinces between which James Bay, the southern arm of the Hudson Bay, is located

     4)  2 official languages

     5)  2 landlocked provinces

     6)  2 provinces bordering Saskatchewan

     7)  2 capitals whose names end in -ton

     8)  2 provinces whose names begin and end with the same letter

     9)  2 provinces named after British royalty

   10)  2 provinces between which Alberta is located

   11)  2 provinces connected by the 5,000-mile (8,000 km) Trans-Canada Highway

   12)  2 provinces separated by the Bay of Fundy

   13)  2 provinces on which the Labrador Peninsula is located

   14)  2 lakes between which Niagara Falls is located

   15)  2 waterfalls that make up Niagara Falls

   16)  2 highest peaks in North America

   17)  2 cities connected by a tunnel that opened in 1930 between the U.S. and Canada

   18)  2 states bordering Canada’s province of Saskatchewan

Answers: 1) New Brunswick and Quebec, 2) Quebec and Nova Scotia, 3) Ontario and Quebec, 4) English and French, 5) Alberta and Saskatchewan, 6) Alberta and Manitoba, 7) Edmonton and Fredericton, 8) Alberta and Ontario, 9) Alberta (named for a daughter of Queen Victoria) and Prince Edward Island (renamed in 

honor of King George III’s son), 10) British Columbia and Saskatchewan, 11) Newfoundland and British Columbia, 12) Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, 13) Newfoundland and Quebec, 14) Lake Ontario and Lake Erie, 15) American Falls and Horseshoe (or Canadian) Falls, 16) Mount McKinley (U.S.) and Mount Logan (Canada), 17) Detroit (Michigan) and Windsor (Ontario), 18) Montana and North Dakota.

8) Name the 7 continents in order from the largest to the smallest in area.

Answer: Asia, Africa, North America, South America, Antarctica, Europe, and Australia

(technically Europe isn’t a continent, but a peninsula of Asia, in which case the

combined continent is called Eurasia, and it would be the largest).

9) Name the world’s 5 largest nations in area.

Answer: Russia, Canada, China, United States, and Brazil (listed in decreasing order of size).

10) Identify the 7 Central American countries.

Answer: Belize, Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and Panama.

11) Name in order from north to south the 4 South American countries that border the Pacific Ocean.

Answer: Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, and Chile.

12) Identify the 4 political divisions that make up the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

Answer: England, Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland.

13) Name the 6 Australian states (Australia is the only country that is a continent).

Answer: Western Australia, Queensland, South Australia, New South Wales, Victoria, and Tasmania (listed in order of area from largest to smallest).

14) Name the 4 capitals through which the Danube River passes.

Answer: Vienna (Austria); Budapest (Hungary); Belgrade (now Serbia and Montenegro; formerly Yugoslavia); and Bratislava (Slovakia).

15) Name the world’s 5 largest lakes.

Answer: Caspian Sea, Lake Superior, Lake Victoria, Lake Huron, and Lake Michigan (sometimes the Aral Sea is listed 4th, but because of the diversion of feeder rivers, its surface area varies).

16) Name the 4 oceans of the world in the order of their size from the largest to the smallest.

Answer: Pacific, Atlantic, Indian, and Arctic (some oceanographers believe that there are just 3 oceans—the Pacific, the Atlantic, and the Indian—and that all other bodies of water belong to these 3, and some call the Arctic Ocean the Arctic Sea; others consider there to be 5 oceans, adding the Antarctic as a separate body, sometimes calling it the Southern Ocean).

17) Name the 4 seas known by their colors.

Answer: Black Sea, Red Sea, Yellow Sea, and the White Sea.

18) Name the world’s 5 largest islands.

Answer: Greenland, New Guinea, Borneo, Madagascar, and Baffin (listed in decreasing order of size).

19) Which 3 South American countries are crossed by the equator?

Answer: Brazil, Colombia, and Ecuador.

20) Name the 3 Benelux countries, collectively known as the “Low Countries.”

Answer: Belgium, the Netherlands (or Holland), and Luxembourg.

21) Name the 3 Baltic countries.

Answer: Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania.

22) Name the world’s 4 largest deserts.

Answer: Sahara (3.5 million square miles); Arabian (1 million square miles; part of this area, the Rub al-Khali, whose name means “Empty Quarter,” is the world’s largest expanse of unbroken sand and is often listed separately; the Australian Desert is sometimes listed 2nd, but other sources break this up into the Great

Sandy, the Great Victoria, and the Simpson deserts); Gobi (500,000 square miles); and Kalahari (225,000 square miles).

23) Name the 4 seas that are considered the largest in area.

Answer: South China Sea, Caribbean Sea, Mediterranean Sea, and Bering Sea (listed in descending order from largest to smallest).

24) Name the 5 largest islands in the Mediterranean Sea.

Answer: Sicily, Sardinia, Cyprus, Corsica, and Crete (listed in decreasing order of size).
25) Name the 6 former republics of Yugoslavia.

Answer: Bosnia and Hercegovina, Croatia, Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia, and Slovenia (in 2002, only Serbia and Montenegro remained following the breakup that began in 1991).

26) Name Japan’s 4 largest islands.

Answer: Honshu (most populated), Hokkaido (northernmost), Kyushu (southernmost), and Shikoku (listed in order from the largest to the smallest).

27) Name the 5 European countries often described as “Nordic” or “Norden.”

Answer: Finland, Norway, Iceland, Denmark, and Sweden (Scandinavia includes Denmark, Norway, and Sweden, but the 5 Nordic or Norden countries are often mistakenly referred to as Scandinavia).

28) On which 3 continents does the area known as the Middle East lie?

Answer: Africa, Europe, and Asia.

29) Name the 3 longest rivers in Africa.

Answer: Nile, Congo, and Niger rivers.

30) Identify the 3 largest islands in the Caribbean Sea.

Answer: Cuba, Hispaniola (or Espanola), and Jamaica.

31) Identify the 2 oceans and the large sea bordering Africa.

Answer: Atlantic Ocean, Indian Ocean, and Mediterranean Sea.

32) Identify the current name and the 2 former names of Turkey’s largest city.

Answer: Istanbul, Byzantium, and Constantinople.

33) What name designates the imaginary circle that divides the earth’s surface into the northern and southern 
      hemispheres, which country is named with a word meaning the same thing, and what is the approximate 
      distance around this imaginary circle?

Answer: Equator / Ecuador / 24,900 miles.

34) In which country is the city of Christchurch located; between which 2 South American countries is a symbol 
      of perpetual peace, the statue of Christ of the Andes, located; and in which Brazilian city is the statue of   

      Christ the Redeemer found?

Answer: New Zealand / Chile and Argentina / Rio de Janeiro.

35) Identify each of the following twos concerning world geography.

     1)  2 countries on whose border is Passo Brennero, or the Brenner Pass

     2)  2 countries connected by the Khyber Pass

     3)  2 countries on the Iberian Peninsula

     4)  2 Central American countries whose names consist of 2 words

     5)  2 independent countries in the Western Hemisphere in which French is an official language

     6)  2 oceans that meet at longitude 180°

     7)  2 hemispheres in which Australia lies

     8)  2 rivers between which the historic region of Mesopotamia, the “Cradle of Civilization,” was located

     9)  2 independent countries located within the borders of Italy

   10)  2 countries bordered by Lake Titicaca, the world’s highest lake navigable by large vessels

   11)  2 countries on the island of Hispaniola in the Caribbean Sea

   12)  2 Central American countries of which the Yucatán Peninsula is a part

   13)  2 Australian territories

   14)  2 capital cities of the Australian territories

   15)  2 names, one official and one colloquial, for the country whose capital is Amsterdam

   16)  2 seas directly connected by the Dardanelles

   17)  2 seas connected by the Bosporus strait

   18)  2 peninsulas separated by the Gulf of Aqaba (Akaba)

   19)  2 Bering Sea islands, 2-3 miles apart, that share a common name but have different ownership, the 
           smaller belonging to the U.S. and the larger to Russia

   20)  2 South American countries named after people, one after a Venezuelan general and the other after an 
           Italian explorer

   21)  2 largest Asian countries bordered by the Caspian Sea

   22)  2 countries in British usage considered to be the Antipodes because they are located almost opposite 
          England

Answers: 1) Italy and Austria, 2) Afghanistan and Pakistan, 3) Spain and Portugal, 4) Costa Rica and El Salvador, 5) Canada and Haiti, 6) Arctic and Pacific oceans, 7) Eastern and Southern, 8) Tigris and Euphrates, 9) Vatican City and San Marino, 10) Peru and Bolivia, 11) Haiti and the Dominican Republic, 12) Belize and Guatemala, 
13) Australian Capital Territory and Northern Territory, 14) Canberra and Darwin, 15) Netherlands and Holland, 
16) Aegean Sea and Sea of Marmara, 17) Sea of Marmara and Black Sea, 18) Sinai and Arabian peninsulas, 
19) Little Diomede Island (U.S.) and Big Diomede Island (Russia), 20) Bolivia and Colombia, 21) Russia and Kazakhstan (also Iran, Turkmenistan, and Azerbaijan), 22) Australia and New Zealand.

36) Identify each of the following twos concerning world geography.

     1)  2 deepest lakes in the world, one in Russia and the other in Africa

     2)  2 South American countries that do not border Brazil

     3)  2 continents located entirely south of the equator

     4)  2 countries that connect Central America and South America

     5)  2 most extreme national capitals, that is the most northern one and the most southern

     6)  2 capitals of Bolivia

     7)  2 longest rivers in Europe

     8)  2 landlocked countries of South America

     9)  2 seas connected by the Suez Canal

   10)  2 bodies of water divided by the Yucatán Peninsula

   11)  2 largest bodies of water between which the Caucasus Mountains are located

   12)  2 largest of the bodies of water separating the Arabian Peninsula from Africa and the rest of Asia

   13)  2 large bodies of water, part of the Indian Ocean, found on either side of the country of India

   14)  2 rivers at whose confluence, Khartoum, the capital of Sudan, is located

   15)  2 rivers in Iraq along which or near which most Iraqis live and which empty into the Shatt-al-Arab before 
          emptying into the Persian Gulf

   16)  2 official languages of Cyprus

   17)  2 French names for the Left Bank and Right Bank in Paris separated by the Seine River, one of which is 
          the center of student life and an academic center, the other a merchant and artisan center

   18)  2 South American capitals that are on the shores of the Río de la Plata

   19)  2 Central America countries that do not border on both the Pacific Ocean and the Caribbean Sea

   20)  2 capitals located on the Congo River

Answers: 1) Lake Baikal (Russia) and Lake Tanganyika (Africa), 2) Chile and Ecuador, 3) Antarctica and Australia, 4) Panama and Colombia, 5) Reykjavik (Iceland) and Wellington (New Zealand), 6) La Paz and Sucre, 7) Volga River and Danube River, 8) Bolivia and Paraguay, 9) Red Sea and the Mediterranean Sea, 10) Gulf of Mexico (or Campeche) and the Caribbean Sea, 11) Black Sea and Caspian Sea, 12) Red Sea and the Persian Gulf, 13) Arabian Sea and Bay of Bengal, 14) Blue Nile and White Nile, 15) Tigris and Euphrates rivers, 16) Greek and Turkish,

17) Rive Gauche and Rive Droite, 18) Montevideo, Uruguay, and Buenos Aires, Argentina, 19) Belize and El Salvador, 20) Brazzaville (Republic of the Congo) and Kinshasa (Democratic Republic of the Congo).
QUESTIONS ON EXPLORATIONS

1) What term derived from the Latin phrase meaning “from the beginning” identifies Australians whose  

    ancestors were the first settlers to live in Australia? This group of people supposedly reached the continent    

    40,000 to 50,000 years ago, and there were between 50,000 and 100,000 of them when the first Europeans 
    arrived.

Answer: Aborigines (in lower case, aborigines, from the Latin ab origine, designates the

earliest known inhabitants of any region).

2) What do we call each of the following Marco Polo saw used in China: “black stones” used as fuel; “black 
     liquid” that could be burned; and “black powder” used for fireworks?

Answer: Coal, oil, and gunpowder, respectively.

3) Name the Spanish king and queen who financed Christopher Columbus’ voyages, and name the 3 ships 
    Columbus used to sail to the Americas in 1492.

Answer: King Ferdinand of Aragón and Queen Isabella of Castille (but not as many believed by selling her jewels)  Niña, Pinta, and Santa María.
4) Which Anglo-American journalist and explorer is celebrated for finding and rescuing David Livingstone, a 
    Scottish missionary and explorer in 1871, and on the shore of which lake did he say on November 10, 1871, 
    “Dr. Livingstone, I presume?”

Answer: Sir Henry Morton Stanley (born John Rowlands) / Lake Tanganyika (at Ujiji).

5) What name designates the sea route along the northern coast of North America, between the Atlantic and 
    Pacific oceans, that many explorers such as Frobisher, Hudson, and Franklin tried in vain to find, and which    

    Norwegian explorer was the first to navigate it from east to west, doing so from 1903 to 1906?

Answer: Northwest Passage / Roald Amundsen.

6) Identify the professional beekeeper from New Zealand and his Sherpa guide from Nepal, who on May 29, 
    1953, were the first to reach the summit of Mount Everest, the world’s highest mountain, as part of an 
    assault led by John Hunt.

Answer: Sir Edmund Hillary and Tenzing Norkay.

7) Identify the following: the first Earth-orbiting artificial satellite, the country that launched it, and the year in 
    which it was launched, on October 4.

Answer: Sputnik I (its name means “traveling companion”) / Soviet Union / 1957.

8) Identify each of the following concerning the first landing on the Moon.

     1)  Name of the space mission

     2)  Date of the first landing

     3)  Both the mission’s CM, or command module, and its LM, or lunar module

     4)  “Sea” where the astronauts landed on the Moon

     5)  First words spoken by the commander as the lunar module landed on the Moon

     6)  Both the first man to set foot on the Moon and his first words as he stepped onto its surface

     7)  Second astronaut to walk on the Moon

     8)  Astronaut who went to the Moon but remained in the command module

     9)  U.S. President who said during the expedition’s stay on the Moon: “Because of what you have done, the 
         heavens have become a part of man’s world.”

Answers: 1) Apollo 11 (Saturn 5/Apollo 11), 2) July 20, 1969, 3) Columbia and Eagle, 4) Sea of Tranquility (Mare Tranquillitatis), 5) “Houston, Tranquility Base here. The Eagle has landed,” 6) Neil Armstrong / “That’s one small step for (a) man, one giant leap for mankind,” 7) Edwin E. “Buzz” Aldrin Jr., 8) Michael Collins, 9) Richard Nixon (in a telephone call to the Moon from the White House through Houston facilities).

9) The first U.S. space shuttle was a trainer, but the other 5 were sent into orbit. Name the 6 in the order in 
     which they were first launched.

Answer: Enterprise (trainer), Columbia (1981), Challenger (1983), Discovery (1984), Atlantis (1985), and Endeavour (1992).

10) Which space shuttle in which year exploded 73 seconds after launch on January 28 when a seal on a 
     solid-fuel booster rocket failed?

Answer: Challenger / 1986.
11) Identify the astronomer after whom the telescope deployed on April 25, 1990, by space shuttle

      Discovery is named.

Answer: Edwin Hubble (called the Hubble Space Telescope; HST; launched as part of The

Great Observatories series).

12) Identify the following: the space shuttle that was the replacement for Challenger; the U.S. President who  

     commissioned it to be built; and the British captain, called the “Greatest Explorer of the 18th Century,” after  

     whose first ship this space shuttle was named.

Answer: Endeavour / Ronald Reagan / Captain James Cook.

13) The largest spacecraft ever in space was formed when the space shuttle Atlantis and the Russian space 
     station Mir connected in 1995 while traveling 17,500 mph. Name the 51-yearold astronaut and physician  

     who returned in the shuttle after becoming the first American to stay in space on the Russian space station.

Answer: Norman Thagard (he stayed 84 days, setting a U.S. record for time in space).

14) Give both the original name of the U.S. space station and the name the project assumed when it was 
     redesigned to become a joint effort by the U.S., Canada, Japan, Russia, and the European Space Agency.

Answer: Freedom / Alpha.
