
MEETING OF THE COOSA COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION 
May 28, 2020 

10:00 AM 
Teleconference meeting via Google Meet. 

 
Dream It, Believe It, Achieve It 

 

I.  Call to Order:    Called to order by Vice-President Gay Adams.  (President Donna McVey asked Mrs. 
Adams to conduct the meeting.)  Mrs. Adams stated the meeting was being recorded.  

 
II.   Roll Call – Establishment of a quorum:  Mrs. Adams requested Susan Wilson to call roll. 

 

Present by telephone were Superintendent Andi Wilson with Board Members Tiffany McCain, Donna 
McVey, Randall Hardman, David Tuck and Gay Adams. 

 
Mrs. Adams stated:  Pursuant to Governor Ivey’s emergency Proclamation of April 2, 2020, wherein 
Governor Ivey says that we need not meet in person to establish a quorum, and since we are in 

compliance with the March 18 emergency Proclamation, I declare we have a quorum.  
 

Governor Ivey’s emergency Proclamation asks us to use communications equipment that allows the  
members of the public to listen to, observe, or participate in the meeting. This meeting was origina l ly 
posted as an electronic meeting and the public was invited. At this point in the meeting, I ask if anyone 

is in this virtual meeting who is not a member of the Board of Education or an employee of the Board, 
to state their name.  The following attendees identified themselves:  Board attorney Teresa Petelos, 

Charmelle Lewis with AEA, and Brittnay Brewster.  
 

This meeting is being conducted by means of a teleconference pursuant to the authority granted by 

Governor Kay Ivey and her Proclamation on March 18, 2020. Section III of that emergency 
Proclamation allows the Board of Education to deliberate by electronic means, but contains two 

limitations on the meeting itself. We may establish a quorum, deliberate and take action by 
teleconference, but the deliberation to be conducted, and any action taken during the meeting, is limited 
to matters within the Board of Education’s authority that is (1) necessary to respond to COVID-19 or 

(2) necessary to perform essential minimum functions of the Board of Education. Further, the 
communications equipment we use must allow all persons participating in the meeting to hear one 

another at the same time. This teleconference meets that requirement.  
 

Because we are restricted to discussing COVID-19 and essential minimum functions, we will not be 

approving minutes of the past three meetings. Instead, we will do that at our next meeting. The items on 
the proposed agenda appear to me to concern essential minimum functions, but when we approve the 

agenda, I will ask that the motion to approve the agenda declare the items on the agenda to be essential 
minimum functions.  

 

Following the conclusion of this meeting, Governor Ivey’s emergency Proclamation requires us to post 
a summary of the meeting in a prominent location on our website within 12 hours of the conclusion of 

the meeting. I have directed Susan Wilson to draft that summary and post on the Board of Education 
page of the District’s website.  

 

Since there are many people on this call, I ask that, when anyone speaks, they begin by stating their 
name so that Susan can properly prepare the minutes. All votes will be taken by roll call.  

 
We are now ready for the first item on the agenda. That is approval of the agenda. May I have a motion 
that the agenda as distributed is limited to the matters within Board of Education’s authority to respond 



to COVID-19 and/or necessary to perform the essential minimum functions of school district and to 
thereby approve the agenda for this meeting?    

 
 

III. Approval of Agenda:   
 

The above motion made by Donna McVey and seconded by Tiffany McCain. 

Voting:  Unanimously approved. 
 

IV. Presentations and Delegations:   (none) 
 

V. Action Items: 

 
A. Old Business:   

 

1.  Rescind Non-Renewal of April 29, 2020:  The Superintendent recommends approval of 
rescinding the non-renewal of Individual A – Brittnay Brewster - since a letter of resignation 

has been received. 
 

Motion made by Randall Hardman and seconded by Donna McVey. 
Voting:  Unanimously approved. 

 

2. Revised 2020 – 2021 School Calendar:  In response to State Superintendent Dr. Eric 
Mackey’s encouragement for students to return to classrooms later in August due to concerns 

of COVID-19, the Superintendent recommends approval of a revised 2020-2021 school 
calendar with a student start date of August 18, 2020.  

 

Motion made by Tiffany McCain and seconded by Randall Hardman. 
Voting:  Unanimously approved.  

 
B. New Business:  

 

1. Intent to Retire:  The Superintendent recommends acceptance of a letter of intent to retire 
from Sue Peoples, bus driver and 4-hour transportation secretary, effective May 22, 2020. 

 

Motion made by Donna McVey and seconded by Randall Hardman. 
Voting:  Unanimously approved. 

 

2. Resignation:  The Superintendent recommends acceptance of  letter of resignation from Chase 

Pate, CHS Social Science teacher, effective at the end of the work day May 22, 2020. 
 

Motion made by Tiffany McCain and seconded by Donna McVey. 

Voting:  Unanimously approved. 
 

3. Resignation:  The Superintendent recommends acceptance of letter of resignation from Austin 
Cain, CES Elementary Education teacher, effective at the end of the work day May 22, 2020.  

 

Motion made by Randall Hardman and seconded by Tiffany McCain. 
Voting:  Unanimously approved. 

 

4. Resignation:  The Superintendent recommends acceptance of letter of resignation from Amy 
Whitfield, CHS Health Science teacher, effective at the end of the work day May 22, 2020. 



Motion made by Randall Hardman and seconded by Tiffany McCain. 
Voting:  Unanimously approved. 

 

5. Resignation:  The Superintendent recommends acceptance of letter of resignation from 

Michael James, CES Special Education teacher, effective at the end of the work day May 22, 
2020. 

 

Motion made by Tiffany McCain and seconded by Donna McVey. 
Voting:  Unanimously approved. 

 

6. Resignation:  The Superintendent recommends acceptance of letter of resignation from 
Brittnay Brewster, CHS Special Education teacher, effective at the end of the work day May 

22, 2020. 
 

Motion made by Tiffany McCain and seconded by Randall Hardman. 
Voting:  Unanimously approved. 

 

7. Resignation:  The Superintendent recommends acceptance of letter of resignation from 
Jasmine Humphrey, CES Elementary Education teacher, effective at the end of the work day 

May 22, 2020. 
 

Motion made by Donna McVey and seconded by Tiffany McCain. 

Voting:  Unanimously approved. 
 

8. Certified Recommendation:  With a letter of recommendation from Kristi Boone, Special 
Education Coordinator, the Superintendent recommends approval of Individual B – Wanda 
Young - for CHS Special Education teacher for the 2020 – 2021 school year. 

 

Motion made by Donna McVey and seconded by Tiffany McCain. 

Voting:  Unanimously approved. 
 

9. Certified Recommendation:  With a letter of recommendation from Kristi Boone, Special 

Education Coordinator, the Superintendent recommends approval of Individual C – Shannon 
Beck - for Speech/Language Pathologist for the 2020 – 2021 school year, pending certification 

and cleared background check. 
 

Motion made by Tiffany McCain and seconded by Randall Hardman. 

Voting:  Unanimously approved. 
 

10. Certified Transfers:  The Superintendent recommends approval of the following transfers for 
the 2020 – 2021 school year: 

 

a. Richard Bell – from CHS Physical Education to CES Physical Education 
b. Chris Elliott – from CES Physical Education to CHS Drivers Education 

c. Ginger Jones – from CES 6th grade ELA to CHS 7th/8th grade ELA  
d. Janet Brown – from CHS 7th grade math to CES 6th grade  

 

Mrs. Adams asked if these could be considered in a group.  Board members agreed. 
Motion made by Donna McVey and seconded by Tiffany McCain. 

Discussion:  Mrs. McCain asked where the other teacher in item c was going.  Superintendent 
Wilson said the teacher would be moved to 9th/10th ELA, but Board approval is not required for 
a grade level reassignment. 



Voting:  Unanimously approved. 
 

11. Substitute:  The Superintendent recommends approval of Individual D – Sue Peoples - as 
substitute bus driver and substitute lunchroom worker for the 2020 – 2021 school year. 

 

Motion made by Randall Hardman and seconded by Tiffany McCain. 
Voting:  Unanimously approved. 

 

12. Substitute:  The Superintendent recommends approval of Individual E – Margaret Pippin - as 

substitute teacher and lunchroom worker for the 2020 – 2021 school year pending receipt of 
substitute license, cleared background check and completion of substitute workshop. 

 

Motion made by Donna McVey and seconded by Tiffany McCain. 
Voting:  Unanimously approved. 

 

13. Contract for speech/language services:  The Superintendent recommends approval of a 
contract with Individual F – Shannon Beck - to provide speech/language services for special 

education students from June 1, 2020 until the beginning of 2020 - 2021 school year.  The rate 
of pay will be $30.00 per hour, plus mileage typically paid by Board, with funds coming from 

Catastrophic Funding. 
 

Motion made by Randall Hardman and seconded by Donna McVey. 

Voting:  Unanimously approved. 
 

14. Recommendation:  The Superintendent recommends approval of Individual G – Debbie 
Phillips - as Interim Athletic Director for the 2020 - 2021 school year. 

 

Motion made by Donna McVey and seconded by Tiffany McCain. 
Discussion:  Mrs. McCain asked what were the qualifications for athletic director.  

Superintendent Wilson said they had to hold a teaching certificate and usually coached a sport.  
No other specific certifications were required.  She stated we posted the job internally.  Mrs. 
McCain asked about the issues that were referred to in the letter.  Superintendent Wilson said 

there had been two occasions when paperwork had been misplaced and an issue with 
sportsmanship with an athlete.  Both paperwork and sportsmanship are critical to the position.  

Mrs. McCain asked how confident she was of the current recommendation to uphold the 
position.  Mrs. Adams said she was confident with her abilities to perform the job based on 
previous work experience with her.  Mrs. Wilson said it was an interim position, and based on 

her organization and instructional thoroughness in the classroom, she was also confident in her 
ability to perform the job.  

Voting:  With three aye votes from Mrs. McVey, Mr. Hardman and Mrs. Adams, and two nay 
votes from Mrs. McCain and Mr. Tuck, the motion carried. 

 

15. Certified Recommendation:  With a letter of recommendation from Kara Forbus, CES 
Principal, the Superintendent recommends approval of Individual H – David Jackson - for 

Elementary Education teacher for the 2020 – 2021 school year. 
 

Motion made by Donna McVey and seconded by Tiffany McCain. 

Voting:  Unanimously approved 
 

16. Intent to Retire:  The Superintendent recommends acceptance of a letter of intent to retire 
from Julia S. Usrey, bus driver, effective May 22, 2020. 

 



Motion made by Tiffany McCain and seconded by Donna McVey. 
Voting:  Unanimously approved. 

 

17. Contract with Locker Pro:  The Superintendent recommends approval of a contract with 

Locker Pro for locker maintenance of lockers in CHS hallways and PE locker rooms for a 
period of 3 consecutive school years with services beginning June 1, 2020. 

 

Motion made by Tiffany McCain and seconded by Donna McVey. 
Voting:  Unanimously approved. 

 
18. Contract with ProCare Therapy:  The Superintendent recommends approval of a contract 

with ProCare Therapy to provide occupational therapist services for the 2020 – 2021 school 

year. 
 

Motion made by Tiffany McCain and seconded by Donna McVey. 
Voting:  Unanimously approved. 

 

19. Special Education Agreement:  The Superintendent recommends approval of an agreement 
with a parent of a special education student. 

 

Motion made by Donna McVey and seconded by Tiffany McCain. 
Discussion:  Mrs. Adams asked what kind of agreement this was.  Kristi Boone stated it was an 

agreement for services and assessments that need to be provided for this student.  Some 
services are already being provided.  We are willing to provide additional services as 

recommended by assessments.  Mrs. Wilson stated the agreement is not punitive toward the 
school system, but that parents sometimes seek outside support.  Mrs. Adams noted the school 
system has been working with the family already. 

Voting:  Unanimously approved. 
 

20. Financial report/cash balance report/reconcilements:  The Superintendent recommends 
approval of the financials for the month of April, 2020. 

 

Motion made by Randall Hardman and seconded by Donna McVey. 
Voting:  Unanimously approved. 

 

21. Bills Paid:  The Superintendent recommends approval of bills paid for the month of April, 
2020.  

 

Motion made by Tiffany McCain and seconded by Randall Hardman. 

Voting:  Unanimously approved. 
 

VI. Superintendent’s Report: 

 
A.  Regular Meeting:  The next regular meeting is Thursday, June 25, 2020. 

 

B.  Draft of Reserve Plan:  Superintendent Wilson stated she and CSFO Amy Davis do this plan 
annually to address lack of reserve balance.  We have made changes for several years to address 

this situation.   
 

Superintendent Wilson also mentioned meeting with several entities in regards to the storm 
damages at the school, with the architect taking the lead in scheduling repairs.   
 



Several challenges regarding COVID-19 were shared.  We are currently working within the 
guidelines to open the schools for summer activities.  Superintendent Wilson stated Dr. Mackey 

will be releasing a roadmap for our fall opening.  Plans for instruction, transportation, attendance 
and child nutrition will be effected. CARES act funding of $342,074.00 has been received to help 

with related costs. 
 
Lastly, Superintendent Wilson shared a letter from Sheriff Michael Howell in appreciation for food 

that had been donated to the sheriff’s office.  
 

   X:        Adjourn: 
 

Motion made by Donna McVey and seconded by Randall Hardman. 

    Voting:  Unanimously approved. 
 

  
 
    

 


