School Administrative Unit No. 7

Special Education Services

21 ACADEMY STREET, COLEBROOK, NEW HAMPSHIRE 03576



8/12/2020

Dear Parents and Guardians of SAU 7 Students:

Hello- I am writing to provide some details to questions I have been receiving, questions that I assume most of you have. Below I will address IEP/504 meetings for the start of the school year, concerns relating to accommodations and whether Covid precautions may affect some of these being able to be implemented, and IEP/504 services and accommodations for those of you who wish to be remote or plan to homeschool. I hope this information is helpful and clears up your questions.
We plan to hold our Special Service meetings in-person this year with an option for remote. When you receive a meeting invite it will be for an in-person meeting. If you have concerns and would rather attend virtually, you can call your child’s special education teacher/case manager and we will arrange this. In-person meetings will be held with as much social distancing as possible and masks when 6 feet is not possible. Please let us know ahead of time if you would like to participate virtually in a meeting, so that we can have the equipment necessary and an email with the link can be sent. 

As far as accommodations and services, if they are in your child’s plan their school team (including myself, the classroom teacher, their special educator, and service providers) will be responsible for figuring out how these can be put into place in the safest way possible. Safety is a priority for all of us, but so is providing our students with what they need in order to access their education. We may need to get creative and have been talking about ways to make some of this work. This brings up the question of masks. Our aim is for all students to wear masks during times when social distancing isn’t possible. We will be asking that all (with a few exceptions and if your child is an exception we will reach out) try the masks for the first few days and if this is something that can not be tolerated we will talk about alternative plans. Remember, once students are seated and socially distanced the masks can be removed.
Lastly to clear up some questions relating to special education services if your child is remote due to medical conditions or you choose to homeschool. If you ask the principal for the remote learning option, have a doctor’s note, and this is approved by the school your child will continue to be provided with all services, modifications, and accommodations in their plans. These will be delivered differently, but will be delivered. Our hope is that your child would participate in any services virtually. If you withdraw your child from school and educate them on your own in a homeschool model or through a program similar to VLACS (when they have been officially withdrawn from the school), you are waiving their plans. This means that no special education or related services will be provided. There may be rare times when a child is enrolled in our school, but attends another school or facility and in this case we would continue to provide or ensure special education services are provided. In short if your child is enrolled in our school and is provided remote services (agreed upon by the school) they will be provided with whatever is in their plan. If a child is not enrolled in the school and is educated outside of the school these services will not be provided. 

If you have questions about any of this, please feel free to contact me. This will be a different year for all of us and our goal is to work collaboratively to do the best for our students and staff. Thank you!
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