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This is the long overdue story of 

a North Dakota farm girl who 
earns a college degree and is hired 
to teach in Warren, MN.  After 
teaching here for a few years, she 
makes Warren her life-long home.  
For over forty years, she has been 
a pillar of the education 
community as well as the Warren 
community.

Throughout those years, Warren 
and WAO alumni along with 
many friends she has made during 
this era have come to realize the 
good fortune we inherited when 
she decided to make this area her 
permanent home.

Carol Anderson’s story begins 
many miles away from her present 
home.  She was born in Fargo, ND 
and grew up in Sargent County 
which is way down in the 
southeast corner of North Dakota.  
She said, “Our family farm was 
located one mile north of the South 
Dakota line and 18 miles west of 
the Minnesota line.”  She went to a 
country school for grades 1-5.  
When that school closed, she 
attended school in Veblen, South 
Dakota through 9th grade, but 
then it was decided students were 
not permitted to cross state lines 
for schooling.  She spent her 

10th-12th grades at Lidgerwood, 
ND.  She knew none of her new 
classmates and it was long 
distance to call there from her 
farm.  She stated, “My main 
connection with classmates was 
with those I went to college with.  
Our class of 1964 had the 
distinction of being the largest 
class (51) as well as the last class to 
graduate from the old school 
building at Lidgerwood High 
School.”  When asked about her 
favorite and least favorite classes, 
she replied, “I took two years of 
typing and I recall speech class as 
being favorable.  I disliked the 
sewing part of Home Ec. and 
Geometry.”

Carol’s immediate family 
consisted of her parents and one 
sister.  Her parents moved from 
the farm to Wahpeton, ND in 2003.  
Her father died in 2010 at age 91 
and her 98 year old mother lives in 
Breckenridge and was also a 
teacher.  Her sister, Nancy, is a 
college Dean of Students in 
Michigan, so it is plain to see that 
education is an important priority 
in Carol’s family.  Being of 
Swedish heritage, Carol and her 
parents enjoyed family trips to 
Sweden four different times 
making many family connections 
that are still kept today.

After high school, Carol 
attended Valley City Teachers 
College where her mother and 
aunt attended years before.  She 
received her degree in 1968.  She 
commented, “Becoming a teacher 
had always been a dream of mine 
and I ‘played school’ constantly.  
My fourth grade teacher was my 
biggest inspiration.  When I 
student taught at a Fargo public 
school, she happened to be a first 
grade teacher in the room right 
next to the classroom I was in.  
Years earlier, my mother had been 
her second grade teacher in 
country school.”
Following her college graduation, 
it was time to find a job.  She 
stated, “I had not heard of Warren, 

MN until I found a brochure about 
the city in the placement office at 
Valley City.  It portrayed Warren as 
a successful community in the 
Northern Red River Valley.  I wrote 
a letter of application and former 
Warren superintendent, Melvin 
Hanson, called and asked for an 
interview.  I met with him and 
former elementary principal, 
Richard Sauer.  They told me 
during the interview, a bond issue 
had just passed to build a new 
open concept elementary school.  
The next day they sent me a 
contract and I returned it, signed.  
I came to Warren for a visit and 
met fourth grade teacher, Edla 
Winberg.  She immediately 
welcomed me and became a 
wonderful mentor to me during 
my first year of teaching, which 
was her last year.  Over the years, I 
formed great friendships with 
many colleagues and became life-
long friends.  I had offers to leave 
during my early years and 
seriously considered re-locating, 
but in the 70’s I was getting more 
established in the community 
activities and some districts were 
starting to lay off teachers.  I felt 
job security was better in Warren 
than other areas, so I stayed.” And 
she stayed for 38 years.  Was it 
mentioned that during those years 	
and now into retirement she makes 
the best German chocolate cake 
ever?

With all the great friendships she 
has made with so many former 
students and fellow teachers, it is 
hard to talk about those types of 
memories without mentioning 
names.  That will come when she 
decides to write her 
autobiography.  However, there 
were some remembrances she 
wanted to point out saying, “The 
old elementary building had so 
much character whether you were 
on the upper level with the 
outdoor fire escapes on down to 
the paper storage room in the deep 
basement.  The cleanliness and 		
      (Continued on page 6)  		

Carol Anderson Has Always Been a Devoted 
Servant to Education and Warren Community
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Join the WAO Education 
Foundation for their 

12th Annual 
Golf Scramble 

Fundraiser 
Friday, July 22, 2016

at Riverside Golf Course, 
Warren, MN

18-hole, 4-person scramble
or come for lunch and 
play 9 holes for fun.

Registration starts at 7:00 a.m.
Shotgun start: 8:30 a.m.  

$50.00/person
Pre-registration strongly suggested, 

(see form on the left)
contact us at

(218) 745-4646 ext. 1317 or
email: edfoundation@wao.k12.mn.us

To reserve a golf cart, call 218-745-4028 
and leave a message.  Your call will be 

returned.
FUN, FOOD, GAMES, PRIZES!

WAO 
Education 

Foundation 
Golf Scramble 

Friday, July 22

Golf Registration Form
Please return this with your entry fee. ($50/person)

Team Member’s Names: _____________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Contact email ______________________________________________________   Contact Phone: _ ________________________________

Team Name: _______________________________________________________   Amount Enclosed: $ _____________________________

Make Checks Payable to: WAO Education Foundation      Mail to: WAO Ed. Foundation, P.O. Box 125, Warren, MN 56762

Visit the WAO School Buildings
during the Marshall County Fair!!

July 23
8:30 a.m. - 12:00

Marshall County Fair
July 20-24

WELCOME ALUMNI!!

By Duane Swanson
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Recipients of 2016 Scholarships facilitated by the WAO Education Foundation

Greg M. Haugen Memorial Scholarship – 
Payton Gullikson, Taylor Mortimer, Angela Spidahl, 

Austin Johnson, Jose Pruneda   

WAO Education Foundation Scholarship – 
Isabelle Lawson, Noah Jubie, Sydney Moug, 

Ozkar Rodriguez, Britney Johnson, Connor Swope, 
Rebecca Hamrick

Lyle H. Engelstad Scholarship –  
Louisa Bergman, Paige Pederson, Max Sundby, 

Sara Kostrzewski, Brooke Bauer

Robert L. Strandberg Memorial Scholarship –  
Ruth Ann Johnson, Ethan Woinarowicz, 

Jake Steer, Glenn Johnson

Muriel Maruska/
Roley Scholarship – 

Alyssa Bartels

Richard P. Nelson Memorial Scholarship –  
Sheila Nelson, Dillon Nelson, Payton Gullikson 

& Bruce Nelson

Gary Schuler Endowment Scholarship  
Brice Miller, Dewey Swanson,

Brooke Bauer, 

Jumpstart 
Scholarship – 

Sara Kostrzewski

Fern Gilbert Memorial Scholarship – 
Kaely DeMars, Pat Gilbert Carlson

Clifford and Richard Adrian 
Memorial Scholarship – 

Austin Johnson, Garth Kruger
WHS Class of 1953 Scholarship – Jerry Jensen, 

Ashton Brunt, Janice Pulkrabek, 
Marlene & Sig Silnes

Percy Gilbert Memorial 
Scholarship – Angela Spidahl, 

Pat Gilbert Carlson

Morris and Ivy 
Maruska 
Memorial 

Scholarship – 
Ethan 

Woinarowicz

Tracy Chruszch Memorial 
Scholarship – 

Hannah Hamrick, Marilyn 
Chruszch, Max Sundby

WAO Class of 2003 
Chris Riopelle 

Memorial Scholarship 
–  Brice Miller

Warren Volunteer Ambulance 
Corps. – Hannah Hamrick, 

Mark Jones

Albert R. Chruszch Scholarship – Jake 
Steer, Marilyn Chruszch, Chase Salmon

Merrill and 
Mildred Stroble 

Memorial 
Scholarship –  

Sara Kostrzewski

Merrill and 
Mildred Stroble 

Memorial 
Scholarship –  
Kaely DeMars

O.J. Peyton Memorial Scholarship –  
Gladwin Lynne, Noah Jubie

 Justin "Huggie" 
Haugtvedt Memorial 
Scholarship –  Trevor 

Matelski, Maison 
Carlson

Coach Phil Beving 
Memorial 

Scholarship –  
Sadie Scherber

Outstanding 
Senior Student/

Athlete Earl 
Rogalla – Payton 

Gullikson

Edwin C. Johnson 
Memorial 

Scholarship –  
Noah Jubie

Myron & Margaret Carlson 
Scholarship –  Hannah 
Hamrick, Mylo Carlson 

Vivian Olson 
Scholarship – 
Alyssa Bartels

Jeff Evin Memorial Scholarship – 
Betty, Tyler, Heather & Wanda Evin, 

Brice Miller    



Spring 2016 • Connections   3

Elizabeth A. Porter 
Honorary Scholarship –  

Eliz Porter, Louisa Bergman

William G. Porter 
Memorial Scholarship – 

Eliz Porter, Rebecca 
Hamrick

Recipients of 2016 Scholarships facilitated 
by the WAO Education Foundation

NEW SCHOLARSHIPS IN  2016

Scott E. Forbes 
Memorial 

Scholarship – 
Paige Pederson

Chat with the Chairman
Dear Alumni and Friends of Education,
Greetings from the Warren/Alvarado/Oslo Education 

Foundation!
2016 is becoming another exciting year with the Foundation!  

New and exciting things are happening in the elementary and 
high school buildings thanks to the generous donations that have 
been provided to us.  Plan to visit the buildings when you’re back 
for your reunion or the Fair. Our remodeled donor wall is 
awesome, thanks to you!  Check out the reels of plaques!  We’re 
also going to have a display of pictures on the shelves above the 
donor reels.
Another plus about visiting the buildings on July 23rd is that the 

gym and auditorium floors will be done after that date.  You’ll be 
able to walk on them, show your children where you stood when 
you made the winning basket, etc.
Another school year is almost in the history books!  Along with 

that our thoughts are turning towards summer, class reunions, 
golf and fun!  Come join us for a day of fun on July 22nd for our 
12th annual golf scramble.  The clubhouse is a great place to 
gather, visit, and to check out our silent auction items.
Last week, the Foundation facilitated 53 scholarships to the 

Class of 2016.  The total for these scholarships and the seven 
renewable scholarships was $60,200!  We are so fortunate to have 
many donors who have entrusted us to facilitate their 
scholarships. Our board spent many hours studying the 
applications prior to our meeting.  We tried our hardest to select 
the student who fit the criteria of the donor(s).
The winner of the “High Heels” Quilt was Denise (Goroski) St. 

Germain of Argyle.  A very special thank you to Gloria 
(Hedquist) Casey for making and donating the beautiful quilt to 
us. The proceeds were over $1550!
We had our annual “Baked Potato Supper and Salad Bar” in 

February.  We were most appreciative of the donations and time 
spent working from the WAO staff, personnel and the 
community.  Our volunteers help to make this event a big 
success.  Again, our motto of not succeeding without you came 
through loud and clear!
Last fall we funded a staff request for a magnet maker and 

supplies.  This resulted in many magnets being placed on student 
lockers. Each magnet represents a WAO school sponsored activity 
and recognition for being on the A or B honor roll for a specific 
quarter.  It has been a great way to honor our students.
The new lighting has been installed in the auditorium with 

$5,000 funding from us and $750 from the Warren Area 
Community Fund Grant that we received.  It is a treat to be able 
to see the people on the stage!  WAO will now be able to host the 
sectional one act competition this winter.
The yearbook project is complete thanks to the many folks that 

let us borrow their yearbooks to be scanned.  Special thanks to the 
former student who initiated this project and did all of the 
scanning.  You will find an order form in this issue if you’d like to 
order one or many years of yearbooks from any of the districts 
that now make up WAO.  They can be put on a DVD or flash 
drive for a minimal fee.
Does your business or company have matching funds for 

donations? We’ve had a number of donations that have been 
matched during the past year.  If this fits into your life, contact us 
for our tax ID number as you will need it to fill out the forms for 
the match.
The new WAO Elementary Playground construction project is 

complete and the students enjoyed it the last days of school.  
Thank you to the many alumni/friends that sent a donation 
through the Foundation for this great project.  Stop in and check 
it out when you’re in Warren.
Along with the fun things, we have funded over $13,600 for 

classroom materials/items in 2016.
Amy Trudell is our newest board member.  We're so pleased that 

she agreed to join us.  A very special thanks to Tim Finseth for  all 
of his work and contributions to education and the board.  We 
miss you, Tim!  
We appreciate all of the address updates that have been given to 

us.  Thank you!
Please consider making a donation to the WAO Education 

Foundation.  If our board can be of any assistance to you with 
more information, please feel free to contact me or one of our 
board members.  “We can’t succeed without you!”
We continue to grow, people believe in us, and we are going 

forward.  Thank you for believing and partnering with us.  We 
continue to move forward with more expansion, growth and 
involvements.
Enjoy the warm days ahead and we’ll look forward to 

welcoming you back “home” this summer!

O.J. Peyton Memorial Scholarship
With a strong interest in all students during their school years and after 

graduation, O.J. Peyton was a friend to the entire Warren Community.  This 
scholarship was established by his family and friends for a student who is 

pursuing a degree in the field of science education.
The  Justin “Huggie” Haugtvedt Memorial 

Scholarship
With a strong love for the outdoors and 

nature, Justin wanted a fishing rod, gun, or bow and arrow 
in his hands whether he was on the ice, water, or the woods!  

Justin passed away in 2015 when his boat capsized on a 
stormy night on Lake of the Woods.  This scholarship was 
established by “Huggie’s” family and friends and will be 

presented to two recipients.
The Merrill and Mildred Stroble Memorial Scholarship

This couple was very supportive of learning and education.  They also 
valued the farming profession and lifelong learning in addition to 

involvement in community and hobbies.  This scholarship was established 
by their four children in honor and in loving memory of their parents.

Warren Volunteer Ambulance Corps 
Scholarship

The idea for this scholarship originated with the members of 
the Corps who had served the community on the ambulance 
squad with no expectation for financial reimbursement.  In 
2015, the service was transitioned to North Valley Health 

Center bringing an end to a storied history of service to the 
community by the WVAC.  This scholarship will be given to 

a student pursuing a degree in a healthcare field.  
The Albert R. Chruszch Memorial Scholarship

With a strong interest in farming from the age of 17 years, Al farmed as long 
as he could.  He loved being on a tractor, working with his dairy cows, and the 

peacefulness of his farm.  He always said, “There is no room for mistakes in 
farming.”  This scholarship was established by his wife, Marilyn, in honor and 

in memory of Al.
2016 Outstanding Athlete/Scholar Grant

With a desire to remember his roots, Earl Rogalla, WHS 1961, has provided a $1,000 grant.  This 
is to be given to a male or female 2016 graduate who is the Outstanding Athlete/Scholar.

Newell E. Aas
Memorial Scholarship 

–  Evan Deschene

WHS Class of 1959/Lyle Anderson Football Challenge –  Ina 
Ranstrom Loeslie, Judy Johnson Dallmann, Karen Hickman Larson, 
Evan Deschene, Warren Strandell, Evelyn Kasprowicz Aylesworth, 

Bob Bossman

Alvarado Lions 
Scholarship – 

Samantha Ortiz

 WHS Class of 1957 Scholarship – John 
Peterson, Esmeralda Ortiz, Delores 

Anderson Sedlacek, Treasure (Soltis) & 
Roger Omdahl
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Tribute and Memorial Gifts    November 1, 2015 – April 30, 2016
In Honor of Aaron Wall
	 Gavin Gullikson
In Memory of Albert “Sonny” Chruszch
	 Marilyn Chruszch
	 Roger & Treasure (Soltis) Omdahl
In Memory of Alice Flaten
	 Darlene Haave
In Memory of Arlene Neegard
	 Frances (Pinkerton) Fanfulik
	 Michael & Judy (Gulden) Weiland 
	 Carol J. Anderson 
In Memory of Arnold Carl Swanson
	 Einar M. Swanson
In Honor of Betty DuBore
	 Audrey Bienek
In Memory of Beverly (Hendrickson) 

Confer
	 Aldon & Janice (Botko) Filipi
	 Michael & Judy (Gulden) Weiland 
In Memory of Bonita “Bonnie” Blacklance
	 Jim & Karen Pearson
	 Robert & Mona Rae Fagerstrom
	 Jim & JoAnne (Edgar) Ranstrom
	 Tim & Jodi (Mattison) Kuznia
	 Dona (Fagerstrom) Nielsen
	 Gladwin & Mary Lynne
	 Michael & Judy (Gulden) Weiland 
	 Kurt Peterson
	 Ronald & Sharon (Edgar) Abrahamson
	 Carol J. Anderson 
	 Richard & Mary Beth (Maruska) Edman
In Memory of Brian Christensen
	 William & Jeanne Christensen
	 Richard & Mary Beth (Maruska) Edman
In Memory of Cal Melgard Sr.
	 XCEL Energy Foundation Matching 	

   Program
	 Doug & Jo Sorenson
	 Russ & Laurie (Johnson) Steer
	 Sheila Nelson
	 Jon & Sue Holter
	 Gladys Jensen
	 Marijo (Anderson) Nabben
	 Family & Friends
	 Jarod & Jessica (Rivard) Peterson
	 Steve & Marie Goodwin
	 Dennis & Louise Brekke
	 Bill & Heidi (Anderson) Sabol
	 Michael & Judy (Gulden) Weiland 
	 Ed & Beryl (Bossman) Palmer
	 Charlotte (Vansickle) Strickler
	 Kenneth & Rose (Sabol) Peterson
	 Earl & Marlys Swanson
	 Dr. W.L. & Janice Lamb
	 Gerald & Suzie (Omdahl) Jevning
	 Jim & JoAnne (Edgar) Ranstrom
	 Frances (Pinkerton) Fanfulik
	 Bob & Shelly (Anderson) Conely
	 Carol J. Anderson 
	 Ed & Renee (Rehder) Rosendahl
	 Duane & Shari Swanson
In Memory of Carl F. Johnson
	 Florence Johnson
In Honor of Carol J Anderson
	 Marilyn (Erickson) Mattson & Family
	 Victor & Jean Rolle
	 Fern Anderson
	 Wayne & Shawn Spidahl  
In Memory of Christopher Bossman
	 Bill & Heidi (Anderson) Sabol
In Honor of Cindy Franks
	 Morgan Hunsberger
	 Tanner Gornowicz
In Memory of Cliff Bennett
	 Darlene Haave
In Memory of Clifford Anderson
	 Robert & Mona Rae Fagerstrom
In Memory of Cynthia (Palm) Broekemeier
	 Robert & Mona Rae Fagerstrom
	 Dr. W.L. & Janice Lamb
	 Sandra (Stone) Forslund
	 Karen Myszkowski
	 Renae Myszkowski
	 Gerald & Suzie (Omdahl) Jevning
	 Hazel Hendrickson 
	 Robert & Mavis Elseth
	 Selmer & Elaine Heck
	 Steve & Marie Goodwin
	 Gladwin & Mary Lynne
	 Carol J. Anderson 
	 Ralph & Cindy (Sabol) Melgard
In Honor of Dana Larson
	 Andon Gornowicz
	 Gavin Gullikson
In Memory of David Knutson
	 Duane & Jerrilyn (Olson) Potucek
	 Sandra (Stone) Forslund
	 Rick & Patty (Englestad) Gould
	 Tom Knutson
	 Kathleen (Dalquist) West
	 Faye & LeeVila Wallsten
In Honor of Dayle Anderson-Scherber
	 Kay Anderson
In Memory of Deceased Classmates of 

1959
	 Russell & Patricia (Anderson) Juvrud

In Memory of Diann Novacek
	 Murray & Betty (VanBaalen) Goodwin
	 Hazel Hendrickson 
	 Carol J. Anderson 
In Memory of Donald Boman
	 Lowell & Shirley (Mykleby) Hamrick 
In Memory of Donald Ellerbusch
	 Bill & Carol Sedgeman
In Memory of Doris Aase
	 Darlene Haave
In Memory of Doris Mae (Bengtson) 

Bossman
	 Patty (Bossman) Hines
In Memory of Dorothy (Myszkowski) 

Ranstrom
	 Darlene Haave
In Memory of Dorothy Erickson
	 Robert & Mona Rae Fagerstrom
	 Patrick & Ann (Berget) Zavoral
	 Allyn & Susan Roley
	 Jim & JoAnne (Edgar) Ranstrom
	 Kurt Peterson
	 Carol J. Anderson 
	 Bill & Carol Sedgeman
	 Richard & Mary Beth (Maruska) Edman
In Memory of E. Neil Mattson
	 Marilyn (Erickson) Mattson & Family
	 Tatum Schuler
	 Roger & Treasure (Soltis) Omdahl
In Memory of Earl Voytilla
	 Glenn & Jane (Miska) Sirek
In Honor of Easton Lane Johnson
	 Jeanie Ulferts
In Memory of Eileen (Stinar) Johnson
	 Rovella (Franks) Weiland
	 Ed & Beryl (Bossman) Palmer
	 Shirley Roley
	 Duane & Jerrilyn (Olson) Potucek
	 Bill & Yvonne (Engelstad) Bossman
	 Murray & Betty (VanBaalen) Goodwin
	 Arlyn & Marilyn (Kuznia) Stroble
	 Betty Melgard
	 Steve & Marie Goodwin
	 Robert & Frances (Anderson) Johnson
	 Carl & LaVerne Anderson
	 Elizabeth Yeado
	 Dona (Fagerstrom) Nielsen
	 Frances (Pinkerton) Fanfulik
	 Paul & Janet (Carlson) Aakre
	 Carol J. Anderson 
	 Mylo & Marlene (Bonnette) Carlson
	 Sigvart & Marlene (Wittman) Silnes
	 Roger & Treasure (Soltis) Omdahl
	 Richard & Mary Beth (Maruska) Edman
	 Cindy (Riopelle) Filipi
	 Michael & Jan Riopelle
In Honor of Einar Swanson’s 84th 

Birthday
	 Einar M. Swanson
In Memory of Ellen Skorseth
	 Darlene Haave
In Memory of Elmer & Janet Sabol
	 Bill & Heidi (Anderson) Sabol
In Honor of Faith Swanson
	 Jaden Bienek
	 Addison Bienek
In Honor of Fern Anderson’s 98th 

Birthday
	 Carol J. Anderson 
In Memory of Francis DeLisle
	 Ken & Robin Hanson 
In Memory of Frank Tulibaski
	 Carol J. Anderson 
In Memory of Gary Grega
	 Richard & Mary Beth (Maruska) Edman
	 Michael & Jan Riopelle
In Honor of Gary Schuler’s Retirement
	 Carol J. Anderson 
	 Duane & Shari Swanson
	 Michael & Judy (Gulden) Weiland 
In Memory of Gene White
	 Jim & Janice (Hanson) Pulkrabek
	 Marlys (Mattson) Nelson
In Memory of Hank & Mary Johnson
	 George & Susan (Hill) Lee  
In Memory of Harold (Hank) Johnson
	 Duane & Jerrilyn (Olson) Potucek
	 Richard & Mary Jane  (Hendrickson) 	

   Emerson
	 Don & Ellen (Fillipi) Strickler
In Memory of Helen Bystol
	 Roger & Treasure (Soltis) Omdahl
In Memory of Helen Miska
	 Karen Myszkowski
	 Renae Myszkowski
	 Sharon (Botko) Kays
	 Rovella (Franks) Weiland
	 Paul & Janet (Carlson) Aakre
	 Glenn & Jane (Miska) Sirek
In Memory of Henry Klegstad
	 Darlene Haave
In Honor of 1953 Classmates
	 Marlys (Mattson) Nelson
In Memory Irene Grange
	 Bill Grange
In Memory of Jack Sorenson
	 Cindy (Riopelle) Filipi

	 Mick, Jan, Lacey & Zach Riopelle
	 Suzanne (Riopelle) Larson
In Memory of James S. Pearson
	 Ken & Joanne (Maruska) Kostka
	 L. Peder & Karen Larson
	 David & Denise (Goroski) St. Germain
	 Cyndi Goroski - Routzahn
	 Conrad Goroski
	 Emily Goroski - Novacek
	 Jim Goroski
	 David Goroski
	 Ann Goroski - Schmidt
	 Denise Goroski - St Germain
	 Audrey Goroski - Blomquist
	 Gary Goroski
	 Don & Ellen (Fillipi) Strickler
	 Richard & Mary Beth (Maruska) Edman
In Memory of Jeanne (Deere) Dahl
	 Rick & Marie Schmiedeberg
	 Gerald & Suzie (Omdahl) Jevning
In Honor of Jeanne Johnson
	 Gavin Gullikson
In Memory of Jill Anderson
	 Russell & Clarice Demeyere
	 Karen (Hickman) Larson
	 Greg & Sandy (Jagol) Johnson
	 Michael & Judy (Gulden) Weiland 
	 Davey & Michelle Frederick-Riopelle
	 Carol J. Anderson 
	 Kay Anderson
	 Curt & Deb (Wages) Myrfield
In Memory of Jill Jenkins
	 Arlyn & Marilyn (Kuznia) Stroble
	 Michael & Judy (Gulden) Weiland 
	 Betty Melgard
	 Steve & Marie Goodwin
	 Richard & Mary Beth (Maruska) Edman
In Memory of Jim Nelson
	 Kay Anderson
In Memory of Jim Spilde
	 Doris (Wimpfheimer) Erickson 
	 John Short
	 Orland & Maxine (Paulson) Thoreson
In Memory of JoAnn (Hickman) Menk
	 Jack & Delores (Anderson) Sedlacek
	 Darin & Lisa Sedlacek
	 Rodney & Jolynn (Sedlacek) Roy
	 Duane & Jerrilyn (Olson) Potucek
	 Karen (Hickman) Larson
	 Marijo (Anderson) Nabben
	 Richard & Mary Jane (Hendrickson) 	

   Emerson
	 Aldon & Janice (Botko) Filipi
	 Kathleen (Dalquist) West
	 Class of 1965
	 Glenn & Jane (Miska) Sirek
	 Ina (Ranstrom) Loeslie
In Memory of John F “Jack” Walker
	 Jim & JoAnne (Edgar) Ranstrom
	 Tony & Michelle Gullikson
	 Arlyn & Marilyn (Kuznia) Stroble
	 Ed & Beryl (Bossman) Palmer
	 Dave & Mona (Heggestuen) Schroeder
	 Clayton & Jodi (Olson) Quade
	 Faye & LeeVila Wallsten
	 Duane & Jerrilyn (Olson) Potucek
	 Bill & Yvonne (Engelstad) Bossman
	 Doug & Jo Sorenson
	 Curtis & Lillian Anderson
	 Robert & Mona Rae Fagerstrom
	 Betty Melgard
	 Arlys Trudell
	 L. Peder & Karen Larson
	 Todd & Kathy (Clausen) Johnston
	 Tom & Fern (Filipi) Howard
	 Murray & Betty (VanBaalen) Goodwin
	 Michael & Judy (Gulden) Weiland 
	 Steve & Marie Goodwin
	 Jeremy & Jaime Woinarowicz
	 Mike & Deb Schmidt
	 Carol J. Anderson 
	 Kay Anderson
	 Bill & Carol Sedgeman
	 John & Rachel Peterson
	 Don & Ellen (Fillipi) Strickler
	 Rodger & Kim Haugtvedt
	 Richard & Mary Beth (Maruska) Edman
	 Cindy (Riopelle) Filipi
In Memory of John R. Boman
	 Lowell & Shirley (Mykleby) Hamrick 
In Honor of John Rakowski
	 Anonymous
In Memory of Judy (Olson) Stengrim
	 Darlene Haave
In Memory of June (Goplin) Dewerff
	 Stan Dewerff
In Memory of Junius “Mike” Otto
	 Dr. W.L. & Janice Lamb
	 David & Donna Gehrls
	 Earl & Loreen Gibson
	 Hazel Hendrickson 
	 Carol J. Anderson 
In Memory of Justin Haugtvedt
	 Curt & Deb (Wages) Myrfield
	 Sharon Bring
	 Eli & Ilene Sakkal
	 Jeanette (Nordling) Anderson 

	 Todd & Kathy (Filipi) Kleinvachter
	 Dave & Bev Lydeen
	 Brittany Kostrzewski
	 WAO Class of 2012
	 Friends & Family
	 Occupational Development Center Inc
	 Tiffany Noreikis
	 TRF Take Down Club
	 Steve & Marie Goodwin
	 Cindy (Rehder) Anderson
	 Russell & Susan Miller
	 David & Bev Duckstad
	 Todd & Kailee (Rivard) Dvorak
In Memory of Kai Herbranson
	 Marlys (Mattson) Nelson
	 Roger & Treasure (Soltis) Omdahl
	 Kari Jo (Herbranson) Hanson
	 Jerry & Carol (Hurst) Anfinson
In Honor of Kaytelyn Derosier
	 Nathan Hunsberger
In Memory of Kenneth Poolman
	 Verona Poolman
	 Steve & Marie Goodwin
	 Michael & Judy (Gulden) Weiland 
	 Bill & Yvonne (Engelstad) Bossman
	 Arlyn & Marilyn (Kuznia) Stroble
	 Ed & Beryl (Bossman) Palmer
	 Aldon & Janice (Botko) Filipi
	 Robert & Phyllis (Edgar) Nowacki
	 Gerald & Suzie (Omdahl) Jevning
	 Ed & Linda (Engelstad) Turn
	 Russell & Susan Miller
	 L. Peder & Karen Larson
	 Allyn & Susan Roley
	 Carl & Linda (Potucek) Gornowicz
	 Bob & Shelly (Anderson) Conely
	 Darrell & Kim Rindy 
	 Duane & Jerrilyn (Olson) Potucek
	 Elva (Nordling) Bustrack
	 Jack & Rita Walker
	 Frances (Pinkerton) Fanfulik
	 Ronald & Sharon (Edgar) Abrahamson
	 Robert & Mona Rae Fagerstrom
	 Jim & Janice (Hanson) Pulkrabek
	 Michael & Betty (Bjorgaard) DuBore
	 Murray & Betty (VanBaalen) Goodwin
	 Doug & Jane (Bennett) Safar
	 Dennis & Dee Myerchin
	 Deanna Swanson
	 Lowell & Shirley (Mykleby) Hamrick 
	 Hazel Hendrickson 
	 Dorothy Oberg
	 Jill M. (Johnston) Anderson
	 Jim & Karen Pearson
	 Family & Friends
	 Carol J. Anderson 
	 Mylo & Marlene (Bonnette) Carlson
	 Sigvart & Marlene (Wittman) Silnes
	 John & Rachel Peterson
	 Ina (Ranstrom) Loeslie
	 Don & Ellen (Fillipi) Strickler
	 Roger & Treasure (Soltis) Omdahl
In Memory of Kenneth Sinn
	 Darlene Haave
In Memory of Kenny Knoll
	 Chuck & Lovie (Johnson) Graham
	 Don & Ellen (Fillipi) Strickler
	 Gene & Renae Fayette
	 Marilyn Chruszch
	 Mark & Mary (Duckstad) Carlson
	 Tim & Jodi (Mattison) Kuznia
	 Karen Myszkowski
	 Renae Myszkowski
	 Juanita Jean / Joey Cruz
	 Mark & Bev Robertson
	 American Legion Auxiliary Unit 27
	 Ronald & Cynthia Goettle
	 Kenneth & Diane Pawlowski
	 Curtis & Lillian Anderson
	 Lindley Knoll
	 Gayle & Annette (Edgar) Kuznia
	 Michael & Judy (Gulden) Weiland 
	 Harold & Janet Knoll
	 Carol J. Anderson 
	 Kay Anderson
	 Richard & Mary Beth (Maruska) Edman
	 Robert & Karen Knoll
In Memory of LaVern Hanson
	 Darlene Haave
In Honor of Leo Ranny Larson
	 Carol J. Anderson 
In Memory of Leon & Irene Pribula
	 Duane Pribula
In Memory of Linda Kromschroeder
	 Mike & Deb Schmidt
	 Carol J. Anderson 
In Memory of Loren Knutson
	 Marijo (Anderson) Nabben
	 Robert Knutson
In Memory of Lorraine (Tinnes) Yochum
	 Milton & Jan (Skavlem) Kleven
In Memory of Luane Stadstad
	 Darlene Haave
In Memory of Lyle Trudell
	 Darlene Haave
In Honor of Lynn Maruska
	 Peter & Sharon (Maruska)  Kratt

In Memory of Marian Majkut
	 Tony & Michelle Gullikson
	 Rovella (Franks) Weiland
In Memory of Mario Pisano
	 Jim & JoAnne (Edgar) Ranstrom
	 Mike & Deb Schmidt
	 Carol J. Anderson 
In Honor of Mark Maruska
	 Sondra (Maruska) Weinzierl
	 Peter & Sharon (Maruska)  Kratt
In Memory of Mark Olson
	 Jeanie Ulferts
	 Dennis & Kyle (Anvinson) Erickson
	 Bev Johnson 
	 Bob & Shelly (Anderson) Conely
	 Duane & Jerrilyn (Olson) Potucek
	 Marcia Olson
	 John & Rachel Peterson
	 Kurt Peterson
In Memory of Marlowe Hamerston
	 Marlys (Mattson) Nelson
In Memory of Mary Allen
	 Renee Danzl
	 Darlene Haave
	 Bremer Bank
	 Sandra (Stone) Forslund
	 Doug & Jane (Bennett) Safar
	 Tim & Jodi (Mattison) Kuznia
	 Jerry & Mary (Sorenson) Sedlacek
	 Jack & Rita Walker
	 Arlyn & Marilyn (Kuznia) Stroble
	 Robert & Phyllis (Edgar) Nowacki
	 Randy & Bette Swanson
	 Richard & Mary Jane (Hendrickson) 	

   Emerson
	 Allyn & Susan Roley
	 Dale & Nadine (Anderson) Peterson
	 Michael & Judy (Gulden) Weiland 
	 Tatum Schuler
	 Carol J. Anderson 
	 John & Rachel Peterson
	 Richard & Mary Beth (Maruska) Edman
	 Cindy (Riopelle) Filipi
In Memory of Mary Lou (Johnston) 

Krueger
	 Colleen Johnston Crow
	 Family of Mary Lou Krueger
In Memory of Melville Johnson
	 Bob & Cheryl (Larson)  Hangsleben
In Memory of Melvin R. Hanson
	 Darlene Haave
In Honor of Mercer Miska
	 Carol J. Anderson 
In Honor of Michelle Gullikson
	 Keira Gornowicz
In Memory of Mildred Stroble
	 Darlene Haave
	 Roger & Treasure (Soltis) Omdahl
In Honor of Milo Wozniak
	 Carol J. Anderson 
In Honor of Mylo & Marlene Carlson
	 Wayne & Deanna (Carlson) Zink
In Memory of Myrtle Dargus
	 Jim & JoAnne (Edgar) Ranstrom
	 Ted & Darlene (Torgerson) Dvorak
	 Hazel Hendrickson 
	 Larry & Susan Leader
In Memory of Oliver “O.J.” Peyton
	 Darlene Haave
	 John & Paddy (Soderberg) Devins
	 Robert Mischel
	 Tatum Schuler
In Memory of Orrin Skunes
	 Doris (Wimpfheimer) Erickson 
	 Orland & Maxine (Paulson) Thoreson
In Memory Pastor Jim Hanson
	 Kari Jo (Herbranson) Hanson
In Memory of Pastor Tom Herbranson
	 Kari Jo (Herbranson) Hanson
In Memory of Paul Wilke
	 Shane & Megan (Maruska) Dagoberg
	 Jim & JoAnne (Edgar) Ranstrom
	 Robert & Mona Rae Fagerstrom
	 Virgil & Noel Olson
	 Philip & Gloria Thompson
	 Michael & Betty (Bjorgaard) DuBore
	 Davey & Michelle Frederick-Riopelle
	 Michael & Judy (Gulden) Weiland 
	 Carol J. Anderson 
In Memory of Phil Beving
	 Petter & Stacy (Beving) Kommedal
	 Todd Beving
In Memory of Philip Grothe
	 Jim & JoAnne (Edgar) Ranstrom
	 Mike & Deb Schmidt
In Memory of Phyllis J Johnson Swanson
	 Einar M. Swanson
In Memory of Ramona Monroe
	 Doris (Wimpfheimer) Erickson 
In Honor of Rev. Dale Peterson 90th 

Birthday
	 Carol J. Anderson 
In Memory of Richard “Dick” Sauer
	 Darlene Haave
In Memory of Richard “Ric” LaCoursiere
	 Brenda (Forslund) Borowicz
	 Deanna Swanson

The WAO Education Foundation is a nonprofit organization and every contribution is greatly appreciated. Even though we have carefully compiled this list of Memorials and Donations, 
please notify the Foundation if you believe any error has occurred.

(Continued)
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Donations
November 1, 2015 – April 30, 2016

Alvarado Lions Club
Amber L. Schoepp
Anonymous
Arlyn & Marilyn (Kuznia) 

Stroble
Arthur & Charlotte 

Drenckhahn
Ashley D. Vongroven
Ben & Kari (Stinar) Miska
Bev Johnson 
Beverly Sillerud
Bill & Carol Sedgeman
Blair & Erin (Osowski) 

Stoltman
Brandon & Kelsey (Sorenson) 

Deschene
Brandon & Sadie Gornowicz
Bremer Bank
Brent & Nadine McMillan
Brian & Brenda Reister
Carl J.  & Alexandra Johnson
Carol Borchert
Carol J. Anderson 
Charles & Margaret Cheney
Charlotte (Vansickle) Strickler
Clinton & Vynnette Perkins
Comstock Township
Damon & Ashley Stroble
Daniel Hornbaker
Darby Boe & Amanda 

Liebersbach
Darlene (Gehrls) Anderson
Darrell Vanyo
Dave & Barbara (Melgaard) 

Lindenberg
Dave & Mona (Heggestuen) 

Schroeder
David & Kathy Goroski
David Sholy
Dean & Mary Jo Chandler
Dennis & Elizabeth (Spilde) 

Anderson
Don & Gail Yutrzenka
Don & Pam (Howard) Slusar
Don Krueger
Donna (Copp) Drews
Doug & Jane (Bennett) Safar
Dr. Diana (Teal) Kostrzewski
Dr. Mark & Kristi Pederson 
Duan M. Bjerke
Duane & Jerrilyn (Olson) 

Potucek
Duane & Shari Swanson
Einar M. Swanson
Elizabeth C. Murray
Eloise (Austinson) Wheeler
Eric & Lori (Toupin) Johnson
Ervin & Pam Rokke
Fern (Abrahamson) 

Frothingham
Fern Anderson
Florence (Steer) Rood
Frances (Pinkerton) Fanfulik
Freddie Martinez
Garrett & Kim (Carlson) 

Molacek

Gene & Sally Roller
Gerald & Sandra (Potucek) 

Maruska
Geraldine R. Bergeron
Glenn & Ruth Ann (Lundberg) 

Johnson
Harvey & Leslie Sedlacek
Helen (Johnston) Plencner
Jack & Ilayne Potucek
Jacquelyn M. Streiff
Jaime L. Woinarowicz
James Bustrack
James Olsen
Jason & Stacy Hanson
Jay & Jodi Tescher
Jeanie Ulferts
Jeanne M. Johnson
Jerry & Mary (Sorenson) 

Sedlacek
Jerry & RuAnn Deschene
Jim & Janice (Hanson) 

Pulkrabek
Joe Steffan
John & Carol Bowman
John & LaVerne (Storbakken) 

Messelt
John & Rachel Peterson
John Short
Jon & Sue Holter
Jon & Julie (Fulks) Jonasson
Julie Eklund
Ken & Joanne (Maruska) 

Kostka
Kipp  & Geralyn (Kuznia) 

Loeslie
Leif & Cheryl Aakre
Lon & Michelle Jorgensen
Margaret (Streich) Dufault
Mark & Claudia (Roley) 

Thompson
Mark & Judy Flaten
Mark & Julie (Hess) Nowacki
Mark & Amanda Wimpfheimer
Marvin L. & Hansena Swanson
Mary (Carlson) Myhrer
Mary M. Stanislowski
Michael & Donna (Laymon) 

Miller
Michael & Jan Riopelle
Michael & Judy (Gulden) 

Weiland 
Mitchell & Jackie (Slominski) 

Holter
Monique (DuBore) Collette
Murray & Betty (VanBaalen) 

Goodwin
Myron & Irmy Haugen
Nathan Wozniak
Nicholas & Patty Miller
Northwest Mutual Foundation/ 

Match Gift
Pat (Gilbert) Carlson
Patrick & Ann (Berget) Zavoral
Patrick & Kathleen (Vansickle) 

Carr
Patty (Bossman) Hines

Paul & Janet (Carlson) Aakre
Paul Horgen
Price & Donna Jenkins
Ralph Stinar
Renee L. Borowicz
Rev. James & Carol 

Robberstad
Richard & Barbara Olson
Richard & Mary Beth 

(Maruska) Edman
Richard & Shannon 

Mortenson
Rick & Marie Schmiedeberg
Rick & Patty (Englestad) 

Gould
Rick Roley
Robert & Mavis Elseth
Robert & Sharon (Nordin) 

Hegland
Robert Knutson
Rodney Carlson
Roger & Kairouan Balvik-

Porter
Roger Quern
Ronald & Mary Nowacki
Ronald & Sharon (Edgar) 

Abrahamson
Rovella (Franks) Weiland
Russell & Susan Miller
Ruth (Kasprick) Beiswenger
Scott & Tamara (Johnson) 

Oberg
Sharon (Botko) Kays
Sigvart & Marlene (Wittman) 

Silnes
Solid Ground Construction
Stacy Laudal
Stanley & Marilyn (Strickler) 

Sirek
Steve  & Desilee Brekke
Sylvester & Carol Vanyo
Tatum Schuler
Thomas & Bobbie Carr
Thomas J. Anderson
Tim & Jodi (Mattison) Kuznia
Todd D. Mortimer
Tom & Jan Aafedt
Tony & Michelle Gullikson
US Bank Foundation
Verona Poolman
Wade A. Johnson
Warren Lions Club
Warren Volunteer Ambulance 

Corps
Wayne & Beverly (Hanson) 

Torgerson
Wayne & Carole (Stroble) 

Edgar
Wayne & Deanna (Carlson) 

Zink
Wayne & Rhonda Jordheim
Wayne & Shawn Spidahl  
Wayne Wood

Where are they now . . .
Steve Golden, WHS 1990, relocated 5 

years ago from Minneapolis to Playa Vista, 
CA.  He is Director of Information Govern-
ance, Information Security for Sony Pictures 
located in Culver City, CA.  Steve’s wife, 
Joyce is a freelance photographer and on vis-
its, shares her talent in the Warren area.  They 
have one son, Parker. 

Kip Loeslie, WAO 2008, has been hired 
as an integrated solutions consultant at True 
North Equipment in Grand Forks.  He has 
a bachelor’s degree in agriculture systems 
management with an emphasis on precision 
agriculture from the U of M, Crookston.  Kip 
lives in Grand Forks.

Heads up to members of the WHS class of 
1967.  Sally (Hill) Swanson is chairing the 
committee to organize their 50th Class Re-
union in 2017.  The planning is in the early 
stages, but look for information in the future.  
Sally and husband Jim, live in Fayetteville, 
NC.  She is retired from a long career teach-
ing elementary school.  They have two chil-
dren and three grandchildren.   

Older sister, Susie (Hill) Lee, WHS 1963, 
and her husband, George, are retired from 
the Sioux Falls, SD, public school system.  
They have three daughters and six grand-
children.  Susie and George divide their time 
between their home in Sioux Falls, their cab-
in at the Lake of the Woods, and winter liv-
ing in Arizona and Texas. They will celebrate 
their 50th anniversary in September.

Madeleine DuBore, WAO 2013, is a junior 
at Concordia College, Moorhead, MN.  She 
has recently completed a semester of study at 
the National University of Ireland, Galway.  
While there she had the opportunity to travel 
to England, Italy, France, Norway, Czech Re-
public, Spain and Germany.  She is majoring 
in English Literature and Communications.

Kim Swanson, WAO 2002, lives in West 
Hollywood, CA.  She works at KTLA-TV 
Channel 5.   She continues to pursue her ca-
reer as a singer/songwriter under the artist 
name Kison.  She has appeared on the KTLA 
News as a featured artist, sang before the 
Lauryn Hill Show at the Greek Theatre in 
Los Angeles, and performed the National 
Anthem for a crowd of 30,000 at the Na-
tional Hot Rod Association Finals.  Kison is 
currently working on writing a catalogue of 
songs for other artists.

Marlys (Mattson) Nelson, WHS 1953, 
lives in Shoreview, MN.  She writes of fond 
memories at Warren High, especially in the 
music department where she earned the 
Brown Music Award.   She has directed chil-
dren’s choirs for 18 years in her church and 
rings in the bell choir.  She is a member of 
the senior choir and also directs a women’s 

group that performs for community activi-
ties.  Marlys adds, “I’m so glad that I grew up 
in and went to school in the wonderful town 
of Warren.  My education there trained me 
and taught me how to live in the real world 
and I would not trade it for anything.”  

Brian Peterson, WHS 1979, is the direc-
tor of content for the Northland Outdoors 
Network, headquartered in Brainerd, MN. 
He serves as editor of Northland Outdoors 
Magazine and contributes to the network’s 
website and 52 newspapers.  He can also be 
heard on Northland Outdoors Radio that 
broadcasts across 25 affiliates throughout 
the Upper Midwest. In June, Northland Out-
doors Television will debut on Fox Sports 
North and Fox Sports Wisconsin.  Brian lives 
in Cross Lake, MN.

Brooke (Conely) Olson, WAO 2007, has 
recently been hired as head varsity coach for 
the Goodridge-Grygla Chargers High School 
Volleyball program.  Brooke is a para-profes-
sional and husband Brady is a teacher and 
assistant track coach at the Grygla Independ-
ent School District.  They live in rural Grygla.  

Brian Omdahl, WHS 1986, is an 8th grade 
history teacher at South Middle School in 
Grand Forks.  Brian recently created a board 
game for his students, giving them a fun way 
to learn about the New England colonies.  He 
used Google Earth to determine the size of 
his maps and what states/provinces would 
act as borders for each of the colonies.  He 
purchased game pieces from Amazon, re-
inforcing them so they would stand. He in-
cluded historical information on the game 
board and researched what flag the 13 colo-
nies used before the American Revolution. 
Small wooden buildings, bought at a craft 
store, represents towns that the students can 
build in order to increase the size of their col-
onies and the income the colony produces.  
Many historical details and facts are learned 
while playing this game.  We give Brian an 
A+ for the effort and ingenuity he used for 
this project.  Brian lives near Warren.

While communicating and celebrating the 
memory of Ivy and Morris Maruska, we find 
family members Sharon (Maruska) Kratt, 
WHS 1961, living in Avon, Ohio, Lynn Ma-
ruska, WHS 1962, in Goodyear, AZ, Sondra 
(Maruska) Weinzierl, WHS 1969, in Ply-
mouth, MN and Mark Maruska, WHS, 1971, 
living and farming near Tabor, MN.

Michelle (Fillipi) Blanck, WHS 1991, 
is state side after living in Macedonia for 2 
years.  Her family relocated to Tofte, MN. 
Michelle is a special education teacher in the 
Tofte school system. Darin teaches in Silver 
Bay and a pastor in the Zoar Church parish.  
They have 2 children, Elijah and Sophia.  

Tribute and Memorial Gifts (Continued)    November 1, 2015 – April 30, 2016
	 Jack & Ilayne Potucek
	 Jim & JoAnne (Edgar) Ranstrom
	 Renae Myszkowski
	 Karen Myszkowski
	 Karen (Hickman) Larson
	 Russell & Clarice Demeyere
	 Ronald & Sharon (Edgar) Abrahamson
	 Murray & Betty (VanBaalen) Goodwin
	 Selmer & Elaine Heck
	 Michael & Betty (Bjorgaard) DuBore
	 Duane & Jerrilyn (Olson) Potucek
	 Dennis & Dorothy Evavold
	 Gladwin & Mary Lynne
	 Monique (DuBore) Collette
	 Tim & Jodi (Mattison) Kuznia
	 Gladys Horning
	 L. Peder & Karen Larson
	 Jack & Rita Walker
	 Steve & Marie Goodwin
	 Robert & Phyllis (Edgar) Nowacki
	 Dennis & Louise Brekke
	 Allyn & Susan Roley
	 Michael & Judy (Gulden) Weiland 
	 Gerald & Suzie (Omdahl) Jevning
	 Carol J. Anderson 
	 Betty (Anderson) Evin
	 Richard & Mary Beth (Maruska) Edman
In Memory of Rick Neegard
	 Cindy (Neegard) Goulet
In Memory of Rick Rakowski
	 Jack & Ilayne Potucek

In Memory of Rick Vanek
	 Marcia Olson
In Memory of Robert “Bob” Kliner
	 Michael & Judy (Gulden) Weiland 
	 Bill & Yvonne (Engelstad) Bossman
	 Carol J. Anderson 
	 Don & Ellen (Fillipi) Strickler
	 Duane & Shari Swanson
	 Cindy (Riopelle) Filipi
In Memory of Robert Paulson
	 Robert & Mavis Elseth
	 Chuck & Betty (Ranstrom) East
In Memory of Ronald Vanyo
	 Terry W. Paulson
In Memory of Roy G. Swanson
	 Deanna Swanson
In Memory of Roy Hanson
	 Carol J. Anderson 
In Honor of Sharon (Maruska) Kratt
	 Mark & Deb Maruska
	 Sondra (Maruska) Weinzierl
In Memory of Shelia Davis
	 Richard & Mary Beth (Maruska) Edman
In Honor of Sondra Maruska Weinzierl
	 Mark & Deb Maruska
	 Peter & Sharon (Maruska) Kratt
In Memory of Steven Vongroven
	 Jim & JoAnne (Edgar) Ranstrom
	 Mike & Deb Schmidt
In Memory of Sylvia Marek
	 Betty Melgard

In Honor of Terri Anderson Webb
	 Kay Anderson
In Memory of The Taralseths
	 Robert & Linda (Taralseth) Donnelly
In Memory of Timothy Swanson
	 Deanna Swanson
In Memory of Tom Boman
	 Lowell & Shirley (Mykleby) Hamrick 
In Memory of Tracy Chruszch
	 Jeff & Dawn (Chruszch) Olson
	 Marilyn Chruszch
In Memory of Vangie Myhre
	 Dr. W.L. & Janice Lamb
	 Renae Myszkowski
	 Karen Myszkowski
	 Robert & Mavis Elseth
	 Carol J. Anderson 
	 Roger & Treasure (Soltis) Omdahl
	 John & Rachel Peterson
In Memory of Vivian Olson
	 Lynette (Olson) Holter
In Memory of Warren Hickman
	 Ronald & Sharon (Edgar) Abrahamson
	 Dwight & Janis Peterson
	 Gerald & Sandra (Potucek) Maruska
	 John & Sharon (Strunk) Carlson
	 Gerald & Suzie (Omdahl) Jevning
	 Jack & Delores (Anderson) Sedlacek
	 George & Susan (Hill) Lee  
	 Sharon (Botko) Kays
	 Don & Ellen (Fillipi) Strickler
	 Karen Myszkowski

	 Renae Myszkowski
	 Dan & Diane Yatskis
	 Romelle Vanek Ferris
	 David Ferris
	 Harold & Janet Friborg
	 Judith & Dale Neppel
	 Judith Gray
	 Mary & Willis Laraway
	 Karen Larson
	 Darla (Conely) Jones
	 Don & Connie Omdahl
	 Tom & Judy (Maruska) Yutrzenka
	 Milo & Lois (Rokke) Monroe
	 Jon & Ilene Slusar
	 Jerry & Jan Hickman
	 Todd & Trish (Plencner) Riopelle
	 Wayne & Linda (Larson) Hamrick
	 Ken & Arlene Paulson
	 Gail (Norman) Vesey
	 Dennis & Gayle Mischel
	 Dewayne & Lolly Miska
	 Mark Hickman
	 Odee & Alvina (Poolman) Hendrickson
	 Deanna Swanson
	 Wayne & Carole (Stroble) Edgar
	 Kathleen (Dalquist) West
	 John Short
	 Carol J. Anderson 
	 Mylo & Marlene (Bonnette) Carlson
	 John & Rachel Peterson
	 Roger & Treasure (Soltis) Omdahl
	 Glenn & Jane (Miska) Sirek

	 Paul & Suzanne Heideman
	 Roger & Connie Hickman
	 Karen (Hickman) Larson
	 Arlys Pederson
	 Don & Corrine (Goplin) Slaughter
	 Patricia Pederson
	 Marion (Miska) Hickman
	 Lowell & Shirley (Mykleby) Hamrick 
	 Arnette (Johnson) Nelson
	 Don Ziegler
	 Bob & Cheryl (Larson) Hangsleben
	 Ina (Ranstrom) Loeslie
In Memory of WHS Class 1969 

Deceased Classmates
	 Duane & Shari Swanson
In Honor of WHS Class of 1950
	 David & Mary (Lundgren) Hauck
In Honor of WHS Class of 1955
	 Henry & Phyllis (Roley) Troska
In Honor of WHS Class of 1958
	 May Belle (Tucker) Gordon
In Honor of WHS Class of 1966
	 Kenneth & Ruth Jorgenson
In Honor of WHS Class of 1981
	 Cynthia Ann Braun
In Memory of William “Bud” & Arlyce 

Anderson
	 Bill & Heidi (Anderson) Sabol



        (Continued from page 1) 
shine of all the buildings always 
stood out thanks to the devoted 
custodial staff and that trait 
certainly continues today.  
Classroom memories are plentiful.  
Our theme weeks where the school 
would be transformed into 
camping; a foreign country; 
pioneer life; fourth grade green 
party (those were the days you 
could bring food in); mini-classes; 
the first book fairs; making quilts 
for the Warren Centennial and 
numerous other projects.” In this 
case, the word “numerous” is 
seriously understated.

With all the energy and tireless 
extra hours she put into her 
teaching career, one would think 
she would have little time for 
outside activities.  If you thought 
that, you do not know Carol J. 
Anderson.  Her service with 
education and community boards 
and committees is endless.  It 
starts with the local Warren 
Education Association; the Kramer 
Brown Uniserv and the Delta 
Kappa Gamma Society 
International, which she is still a 
member and had served on the 
chapter and state level as 
committee chairman.  She has 
served Our Savior’s Lutheran 
Church as a Sunday school teacher, 
on many committees including 
congregational chairman and 
currently serves as the wedding 
and funeral coordinator.  
Community boards she has served 
on include the Godel Memorial 
Library; the Landmark Housing 
Authority; North Valley Health 
Center; Girl Scout leader and 
Ninth District President of the 
General Federation of Women’s 
Clubs.  Her involvement with the 
local Mawami Club, included with 
other members, brought Lifeline to 
the Warren area.  She was named 

in separate years, the Outstanding 
Young Woman of the Year and 
Educator of the Year at the Town 
and Country banquet.  She was 
also named by a local Education 
Minnesota group as Friend of 
Education.  She still had time to 
whip up those unbelievable 
German chocolate cakes!

Retiring from her teaching 
tenure in 2006 should have earned 
Carol well-deserved rest and 
relaxation, but she would have 
none of that.  She had always been 
fascinated with the beet harvest 
campaign.  Being a farm girl who 
never shied away from challenges, 
she decided to inquire about a job 
at the “beet dump”.  She stated, 
“After applying and getting hired, 
I worked the ground taking 
samples and shoveling beets the 
first year.  By my third year, I 
began running the piler, which I 
have done from 2008-2015.  I have 
also volunteered for a week during 
the summer the past ten years at 
the Medora Foundation in western 
North Dakota. During the school 
year, if the phone rings at 6:00 am, 
it’s usually the elementary school 
asking if I can substitute teach 
which I enjoy doing.  I’ve also 
spent many weekends with my 
mom in Breckenridge."

That brings us to one of her most 
cherished service commitments 
which is her years of being a board 
member including long-term 
chairman of the Warren-Alvarado-
Oslo Education Foundation.  She 
says, “A board member asked me 
if I was interested in becoming 
actively involved with the Ed 
Foundation.  I’d heard of the Ed 
Foundation over the years and 
was a dues-paying member.  One 
thing led to another and before I 
knew it, I was on the board and 
eventually became chairman.  
Nancy Mattson, Marie Goodwin 

and Denise Laymon were and still 
are my mentors and I have leaned 
on them often over the years.  It 
has been gratifying to watch the 
Ed Foundation grow into the 
strong organization it is today.  
Probably the highest honor I’ve 
ever received was when an 
alumnus introduced a fundraiser 
which created an endowment in 
my name to help with some of our 
school’s financial needs. Our board 
and Foundation members/
volunteers work tirelessly to raise 
funds for our education 
community."

It took a few years of asking, 
pleading and almost threatening 
Carol to give her permission to do 
a feature on her.  It was always 
“Nobody is interested in what I’ve 
done and it’s no big deal anyway."  
After reading her story, I’m sure 
you will beg to differ.  She has 
been a leader with no qualms 
about being a “mover and a 
shaker” in any organization, 
committee or group she has been 
associated with.  She always 
claims she is the lucky one in all 
this and commented, “Over the 
past forty plus years, I’ve been 
proud to call Warren home.  Many 
fine people, alumni and friends 
have been a huge influence on me.  
The quote by Flavia Weedn, “Some 
people come into our lives and 
quickly go.  Some stay for a while, 
leave footprints on our hearts and 
we are never, ever the same,” tells 
me I’ve been the recipient of many 
footprints.”

For all who have come to know, 
respect and love Carol, we are so 
thankful that she decided to stay 
for a while.  She has left her 
footprints on our hearts and we 
are better people having her in our 
lives.  And she makes fantastic 
German chocolate cake!
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Warren/Alvarado/Oslo
Public School

Education Foundation
Office: 745-4646, Ext. 1317

P.O. Box 125, Warren, MN 56762
e-mail: edfoundation@wao.k12.mn.us

Visit us on Facebook!

Does your business/company have a matching 
gift program? This often enables your gift/

donation to double in size. If so, contact us for our 
tax ID number when you fill out the forms for the 

match.

Board Members:
Carol Anderson, Chairman

Ellen Strickler, Vice Chairman
Pam Jubie, Secretary

Carol Bowman, Treasurer 
Russell Miller, Director
Sally Roller, Director

Ed Rosendahl, Director
Carol Sedgeman, Director
Duane Swanson, Director

Amy Trudell, Director
Life for our children, our grandchildren, 

and the neighborhood children will be better because 
of your efforts and contributions. 

Be a part of this campaign to ensure that 
our children are equipped to succeed.

Carol Anderson Has Always Been a Devoted 
Servant to Education and Warren Community

2016 Class Reunions
WHS 1948
August 13

Maxine Paulson
Thoreson

omthore2@charter.net

WHS 1953
June 22-23

Marlys Mattson
Nelson

nelsonmarlys@
gmail.com

WHS 1956 - July 21
Suzie (Carol Omdahl) 

Jevning
218-201-2265  

SUZIE@
MNCABLE.NET

OHS 1953 - June 11
Orrin Knutson
218-686-2800

Mary Jo (Gowan)
Richard

701-371-7500

OHS 1966 - May 21
Jon Holter

218-686-9720

WHS 1966
July 20-22

Jerrilyn Olson
Potucek

djpotucek@yahoo.
com

WHS 1976 - July 23
Sue Miscik Shirek

701-594-6007

WHS 1986 - July 23
Stacy Bossman

Nicholls
218-289-7337

WAO 2006 - July 23
Megan Maruska 

Dagoberg
218-201-0574

WAO206WAO

WAO 1996
Check Facebook: 
WAO Class 1996

Reunion
Class Reunions

Please contact the Ed Foundation 
with your class reunion details. 
We can  give you our most 
current addresses for your 
classmates. We ask that you give 
us any address updates that you 
become aware of.

These pictures showcase some of the many needs requests that have been purchased by the Ed. Foundation.

WAO students use items purchased by the 
Education Foundation 
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Former Warren teacher and coach, Gary Schuler, is 
retiring from Fergus Falls Public Schools this summer.  
Prior to moving in 1997, Schuler’s main duties were 
teaching Spanish and coaching boys’ basketball in 
Warren for 24 years.  During that time, he received 
many coaching honors and achieved a 425-145 record.  
In Fergus Falls, Schuler was an administrator and AD. 
He was inducted into the Minnesota State High School 
Coaches Association Hall of Fame in 2012.   That same 
year, the Schuler Endowment Scholarship for WAO 
High School was established by his former Pony 
players.  Gary and Shawna have 4 grown children; 
Trek, WHS 1986, Berlin, MD, Tatum, WHS 1992, 
Olathe, KS, Kison, WHS 1995, Shakopee, MN and 
Coley, WHS 1997, Omaha, NB.  They have 5 
grandchildren.

Kelly Kliner, WAO 1998, was recently honored as a 
“Rising Star” by the Agriculture Retailers Association 
at their Annual Conference in Palm Desert, CA.  He is 
the Seed Sales and Marketing Advisor for J.R. Simplot 
in Crookston, MN.  Kelly and wife, Kyra, live in 
Crookston with their 2 children, Keatyn and Keeva.   

Russell Erickson, WHS 1972, is retiring from 
Bremer Bank where he has worked for 34 years. He 
started as an agricultural banker in Grafton and since 
has worked as a Senior Lender, served as CEO and 
President of the Bremer Bank, Grand Forks Charter 
and recently has been serving as CEO of the Fargo 
Region. Russ and wife, Nancy (Anderson) Erickson, 
WHS 1975, have 2 adult children and 4 grandchildren. 
Besides Russ, there are 4 other bankers in his family, 
twin brothers Joel Erickson, in Bismarck, ND, Jeff 
Erickson in Mandan, ND, WHS 1985, brother-in-law 
Brian Anderson, WHS 1978, in Princeton, MN and 
son, Patrick in Sioux Falls, SD.

Molly Roller, WAO 2014, is one of the few 
personnel that transitioned from the Warren Volunteer 
Ambulance Corp. to the North Valley Health Center 
Ambulance Service.  NVHC took over the Ambulance 
Service in 2015.  Molly attends UND and works part 
time at Altru Hospital in Grand Forks as a CNA in the 
cardiology department.  She lives in Grand Forks.

Kudos to WAO Educators for presenting the 
opportunity for special education students to 
participate in a sports competition.  The first in 
northwest Minnesota, a WAO Adaptive Bowling Team 
has been organized and already been in competition 
with very positive results.  The adaptive sport 
program gives students a sense of normalcy and social 
interaction.

Harvey Sedlacek, WHS 1966, has retired after 40 
years with John Deere.  In 1976, he started with 
Amundgaard Implement which is now known as 
Evergreen Implement Company. In 1985, Harvey 
became co-owner, and was later named president and 
general manager.  He has sold his interest to long-time 
partners, Brent Lunke and Gale Pawlowski, WHS 
1977. He has 3 grown children, Jennifer Delgotto, 
WHS 1991 ,  Eagan,  MN, Steve,  WHS 1993 , 
Minneapolis, MN, and Kate Metzger, WAO 1998, St. 
Louis Park, MN, and three grandchildren.

New owner, Gale Pawlowski, WHS 1977, joined 
Evergreen Implement in 1982 and became a partner in 
2002.  In 2010, Evergreen Implement acquired the John 
Deere dealership in Mahnomen.  Gale moved to 
Mahnomen and became general manager of that 
location.  He and wife Laurie (Hoff) ALV 1978, have 2 
grown children, Tyler, WAO 2003, Hatton, ND, 
Brianne, WAO 2007, Grand Forks, ND.  Laurie works 
at a bank in Mahnomen.    

We want to congratulate Myron and Irmy Haugen 
on their 67th wedding anniversary, celebrated last 
September.  The Haugens are founders of the Nordic 
Fiberglass Company in Warren and Devils Lake, ND 
where it first originated.  They are long time friends 
and supporters of the WAO Foundation.  Their 
generosity through the Greg M. Haugen Scholarship, 
has given many WAO students a much needed start in 
their college careers.

We have received word from Richard Pearson, 
WHS 1966, and Ronald Pearson, WHS 1968, that a 
memorial service will be held for their brother, James 
Pearson, WHS 1972, on July 9, 2016, 2:00 PM, at Our 
Savior’s Lutheran Church in Warren. Jim passed away 
October 26, 2015.

Susie Novak, WHS 1993, Executive Director of the 
North Country Food Bank, in Crookston, serves 
several counties in this region. Susie met recently with 
Minnesota Lt. Governor Tina Smith, as she visited the 
local food bank. A new 30,000 square foot facility is 
being considered because of North Country's 
affiliation with Feeding America. Susie lives in East 
Grand Forks.

Mark Poolman, WHS 1985, had much to be proud 
of as he watched the University of North Dakota 
Fighting Hawks hockey team skate their way to the 
Division 1 National College Championship title. He 
played a duel role as team trainer and dad of one of 
the stars on the team.  Tucker Poolman, is a 
sophomore, a talented defensive player.  Younger 
brother, Colton, will join the team next year.   Son, 
Mason, who is an eighth grader, also plays hockey. 
Mom of this talented group is LeAnne (Loeslie) WHS 
1987, who is a nurse at Bio Life Plasma Services in 
Grand Forks.  They live in East Grand Forks.   

Welcome to new school board member Jeff Steer, 
WHS 1987.  Jeff farms in the Angus area, is a member 
of the WAO Booster Club and an avid supporter of 
school activities.  Jeff and his wife, Sara, a para-
professional at WAO High School, live in Warren.  
They have 4 children, Erin, WAO 2012, Grand Forks, 
ND, Jake and Max, seniors and Holly a sophomore at 
WAO High School.

Although, it has been close to a year since former 
Pony basketball coach Irv St. John passed away at 
age 83, it is worth mentioning.  He was in Warren for 
nine years from 1958-66, and then went on to Duluth 
East and was head coach for 13 years. He tallied up a 
career record of 364 wins and 132 losses.  He was a 
Hall of Famer multiple times, but is most remembered 
for being compassionate, kind, appreciative and 
respectful to his students, players and staff.  Those 
that knew him said he was “one class act.”  He was 
married to his wife, Pat, for 60 years.   They have 3 
daughters, 5 grandchildren and 2 great-grandsons.  

Several Warren graduates serve as 2016 Leaders on 
the Warren Volunteer Fire Department. Tony Johnson 
WAO, 2003,assistant chief, Jeremy Linnell WHS 1995, 
assistant chief, Scott Jorgenson WAO 2007, captain, 
Cole Wittman WAO 1998, captain.  

  

Thank you…
“Thank you for your generous donation that allowed 

our music department to purchase a piccolo.  It has 
helped me become a better musician.”     
Sydney Olson, WAO Junior

“On behalf of WAO #2176, the Music Department 
and the Arts, thank you for your contribution to the 
lighting of the high school auditorium.  Thank you for 
making life better at WAO!”     
Lon Jorgensen, Superintendent 

“Thank you for the lunch you provided for the staff 
during American Education Week.  Your continued 
support is appreciated.”     Mary Beth Edman, Teacher

“Thank you so much for allowing me to purchase 
supplies that will help me begin my career as an 
educator.  They will foster my students learning.”       
Autumn Russell, Teacher  

“Thank you for purchasing the WAO elementary 
computer classes OZOBOTS!   The students love them 
and are excited to explore their capabilities.” 
Heidi Thorstenson, Teacher

“I appreciate the thoughtful gift you’ve given me to 
use in my classroom.”  Thank you!     
Karla Polley, Teacher

“Thank you so much for the funds to purchase water 
and snacks for testing days”.  
Kirk Thorstenson, Elementary Principal

“Thank you for the funds to purchase the non-fiction 
books for the library.  They will be of great use to the 
Social Studies department.”     
Ben Miska, Teacher

“Thank you for the books you donated to the library 
through the Fall Needs.  You have helped us update our 
nonfiction section.”     
Ashley Anderson, Librarian     

Recently Deceased 
Alumni, Staff  & 
Friends
These are death notices of alumni and staff that 
we have received. If you have additions or 
corrections, please contact the Education 
Foundation.

1938 Warren	 - Alice (Olson) Allen

1943 Warren - Jack E. Sorenson

1943 Alvarado - Lorraine (Tinnes) Yochum

1944 Warren - Cal Melgard

1944 Oslo - Agnes (Overlid) Rolf

1945 Warren - Eileen Stinar Johnson

1945 Alvarado - Elvern Vanyo

1947 Warren - Ramona Monroe

1948 Warren - James Spilde

1948 Warren - Orrin Skunes

1949 Warren - Mary Lou (Johnston) Krueger

1950 Oslo - Joy (Paulson) Overson

1951 Alvarado - Orvis L Bergman

1952 Warren	 - Violet (Simpson) Lenhart

1953 Warren - Kai Herbranson

1953 Alvarado - Melville Johnson

1953 Warren - Gene White

1955 Warren - Kenneth Poolman

1957 Warren - Warren Hickman

1958 Alvarado - Robert Paulson

1963 Alvarado - Ronald Vanyo

1965 Warren - JoAnn (Hickman) Menk

1965 Alvarado - Beverly (Hendrickson) Confer

1966 Warren - David Knutson

1968 Warren - Janice "Jan" (Fillipi) Kuralle

1973 Oslo - Ricky Rakowski

1974 Warren - Mark A. Olson

1979 Warren - Cynthia (Palm) Broekemeier

1981 Warren - Richard L. LaCoursiere

1985 Warren - Paul Wilke

1985 Warren - Jill M. Anderson

Friend - Bonita "Bonnie" Blacklance

Friend - Arlene Neegard

Friend - Jill (Smart) Jenkins

Friend - Kenneth Knoll

Friend - Myrtle Dargus

Friend - Evangeline Anderson Myhre

Friend - John F. "Jack" Walker

Friend - Dorothy Erickson

Friend - Robert "Bob" Kliner

Teacher - Warren - Mary Patricia Allen

Teacher - Warren - Marlowe Hamerston

Teacher - Warren - Alan Adair

Teacher - Warren - Harold "Hank" Johnson

News and Notes . . .

The WAO Education Foundation appreciates any information sent in to be shared by past graduates from the Warren, 
Alvarado, and Oslo area.   Keep them coming!



Enclosed is my contribution to support the work of the WAO Education Foundation
q  $_________      q Membership      q Tutor ($1-99)      q Educator ($100-499)     

q Mentor ($500-999)      q Scholar ($1,000-4,999)      q Benefactor ($5,000 or more)
Class of: WHS _________   OHS __________  AHS _________  WAO _________  
Other: (specific) ______________________________________________________

Name ______________________________________________________________
Address  ____________________________________________________________
City _______________________________   State _______   Zip ______________
Phone __________________   Email  ____________________________________

I would like information on the benefits of planning a gift to the WAO Education Foundation 
through       q my will    q an insurance policy

Make checks payable to: WAO Education Foundation
(All gifts to WAO Public Education Foundation are tax deductible.)

This gift is          q in memory of       q in tribute to

Name _______________________________________________________________________________________

 Notice to:   ________________________________________  
 Address     ________________________________________
 City ________________________ State _____  Zip ______

Gift Recognition
Your annual supportive membership is established with a gift of $25 or more.

For accumulated gift totals of $100 or more, an engraved recognition plate bearing your 
name will be added to the Recognition Wall in the Warren/Alvarado/Oslo School.

www.wao.k12.mn.us        email: edfoundation@wao.k12.mn.us       (218) 745-4646

Please specify 
here whom 

should receive 
notification of 

this gift

Enclosed is my contribution to support the work of the WAO Education Foundation
q  $_________      q Membership      q Tutor ($1-99)      q Educator ($100-499)     

q Mentor ($500-999)      q Scholar ($1,000-4,999)      q Benefactor ($5,000 or more)
Class of: WHS _________   OHS __________  AHS _________  WAO _________  
Other: (specific) ______________________________________________________

Name ______________________________________________________________
Address  ____________________________________________________________
City _______________________________   State _______   Zip ______________
Phone __________________   Email  ____________________________________

I would like information on the benefits of planning a gift to the WAO Education Foundation
 through       q my will      q gifts that pay life income      q an insurance policy

Make checks payable to: WAO Education Foundation
(All gifts to WAO Public Education Foundation are tax deductible.)

This gift is          q in memory of       q in tribute to

Name _______________________________________________________________________________________

 Notice to:   ________________________________________  
 Address     ________________________________________
 City ________________________ State _____  Zip ______

Gift Recognition
Your annual supportive membership is established with a gift of $25 or more.

For accumulated gift totals of $100 or more, an engraved recognition plate bearing your 
name will be added to the Recognition Wall in the Warren/Alvarado/Oslo School.

www.wao.k12.mn.us        email: edfoundation@wao.k12.mn.us       (218) 745-4646

Please specify 
here whom 

should receive 
notification of 

this gift

Warren-Alvarado-Oslo Public 
School Education Foundation is a 
501(c)(3) charitable nonprofit 
organization to benefit education.

Gifts of $100 or more to the 
Foundation are recognized on an 
attractive donor board located in the 
east entrance of the high school.

Please Contribute  The 
Ed Foundation would appreciate 
your financial support, so we can 
continue to send you this newsletter.

Give Us Your Ideas  Let 
us know what is interesting to you or 
what other information you’d like to 
see in this newsletter.

Become a Member
 Just $25

So we can keep this newsletter 
coming to you!

We're on Facebook!

Have you misplaced your yearbook? 
Did you throw it and now wish that you had it?  A year ago a former 
Warrenite volunteered to put all of the yearbooks for the district on DVDs.  
The only stipulation was that we pay the postage to send them to him and 
also for the return postage.  He had the opportunity at his place of work to 
use their high quality scanners to scan all of the yearbooks.  The yearbooks 
are finished! We are working on the Alvarado and Oslo ones.  If you are inter-
ested in a copy of any year(s), please use the order blank below.

Congrats to Denise 
(Goroski) St. Germain 

of Argyle who won the 
quilt designed, pieced 
and quilted by Gloria 

(Hedquist) Casey, WHS 
1947. The quilt is 107” x 
96”. Proceeds from the 
raffl  e will be used to 

enhance the educational 
experiences at our 

school. 

WAO Ed. Foundation Donor Wall WAO Senior Honored on the National Level
     Jose Pruneda, 
recently won a very 
special nationwide 
award.  He was 
named the 2016 
National Migrant Stu-
dent of the Year by 
the National Associa-
tion of State Directors 
of Migrant Education.  
He recently accepted 

his award in San Diego, CA.  Jose came 
to Warren from Mexico, ahead in credits 
and few classes to fulfi ll for his gradua-
tion requirements.  He used his extra time 
to benefi t his fellow students.  He was 

invaluable to the WAO Schools as a para-
professional, peer tutor and translator to 
help those that struggle in English. 
The son of Mexican migrant parents, Jose 
divided his school year between Mexico, 
North Dakota and Minnesota.  If he’s not 
in class, he is working on a farm with his 
family.  
 Jose graduated in May. He plans to fol-
low the path of his sister, Miriam, WAO 
2011, by  attending University of Texas-
Rio Grande Valley, where his ambition is 
to major in mechanical engineering.  His 
sister Maria graduated from WAO in 
2007.  Jose says, “WAO is a great place to 
learn.  One gets all the help they need.”   

Quilt Winner

Pending Scholarship
WHS Class of 1969 Scholarship Fund Pending

The WHS Class of 1969 is still seeking donations to become fully endowed.  Any 
donation to this fund would be greatly appreciated.  Please designate on the 

donation envelope if you are adding to this fund.  The scholarship fund is now at 
$9,285. 

The WAO Ed Foundation Donor Wall was originally built and recently 
revamped by Jon Holter to provide more space to be able to recognize more 
donors.

WAO State Qualifi ers
Angela Spidahl, left, qualifi ed in the 
Visual Arts program with a piece of art-
work that she created. Louisa Bergman, 
right, qualifi ed for State Speech. WAO's 
robotics team also qualifi ed for the state 
tournament.


