MYTHOLOGY

GREEK AND ROMAN MYTHOLOGY

Greek ..................     .Roman .........      ..........God - Goddess of

Aphrodite....................Venus.............................Goddess of love and beauty

Apollo .........................Apollo ...........................God of light, medicine, music, and poetry

Ares ............................Mars .............................God of war

Artemis.......................Diana..............................Goddess of the moon, the hunt, childbirth, and chastity

Asclepius ..................Aesculapius....................God of healing and medicine

Athena ........................Minerva.........................Goddess of wisdom, war, and the liberal arts

Cronus (Cronos).........Saturn ...........................God of the world and time in Greek mythology, god

                                                                          of agriculture in Roman mythology

Demeter......................Ceres..............................Goddess of agriculture and fertility

Dionysus ....................Bacchus .........................God of fertility, wine, and revelry

Eos .............................Aurora............................Goddess of the dawn

Eris .............................Discordia........................Goddess of discord and strife

Eros ............................Cupid (Amor).................God of love

Gaea (Gaia)................Terra..............................Goddess and personification of the earth

Hades (Pluto) .............Pluto (Dis; Orcus) .........God of the underworld

Helios .........................Sol ................................God of the sun

Hephaestus.................Vulcan...........................God of fire and the forge; blacksmith for the gods

Hera............................Juno...............................Goddess of women, marriage, and childbirth; queen

                                                                          of the gods

Hermes.......................Mercury .........................God of commerce and science; protector of travelers and    

                                                                          thieves; messenger and herald for the other gods

Hestia .........................Vesta.............................Goddess of the hearth

Hygeia ........................Salus.............................Goddess of health

Hypnos .......................Somnus ........................God of sleep

Pan .............................Faunus .........................God of fields, herds, flocks, and the rustic and the pastoral life

Persephone ................Proserpine …………….Goddess of the underworld

Poseidon ....................Neptune ........................God of the sea; in Greek mythology, also god of earthquakes  

                                                                          and horses

Rhea ...........................Ops ...............................Queen of the Titans as wife of Cronus or Saturn

Selene.........................Luna...............................Goddess of the moon

Tyche..........................Fortuna ..........................Goddess of good fortune and luck

Uranus........................Uranus (Coelus).............God of the sky and personification of the heavens

Zeus............................Jupiter (Jove) .................Supreme deity
12 LABORS OF HERACLES or HERCULES
(order of the 12 differs from source to source)
1) Lion .......................................................Nemean animal he strangled

2) Hydra (usually a 9-headed monster) ....Many-headed serpent he slew with the help of his nephew Iolaus

3) Boar.......................................................Large wild animal that he drove out of its winter shelter on Mount   

                                                                  Erymanthus by shouting and then bound with a net when it faltered in  

                                                                  the snow

4) Stag or hind .........................................Golden-antlered, bronze-hooved animal he captured in Cerynea by 
                                                                 hobbling it—it was sacred to Artemis

5) Augeas (called the Augean stables) ....King of Elis whose stables he cleaned (there were 3,000 oxen and 
                                                                  their stalls had not been cleaned in 30 years)

6) Birds ....................................................Man-eating animals he frightened away forever from the woods near 
                                                                 Lake Stymphalus in Arcadia by shaking a bronze rattle

7) Bull ......................................................Magnificent animal he captured alive on the island of Crete, avoiding 
                                                                its flaming breath

8) Horses ................................................Man-eating wild animals he captured from King Diomedes of Thrace

9) Girdle (or belt) ...................................Golden or magical article of clothing worn by Hippolyta, queen of the 
                                                               Amazons, that he obtained

10) Oxen or cattle ..................................Animals he captured from Geryon, the 3-headed monster considered t
                                                               he strongest creature on earth

11) Apples (or golden apples)................Fruit of the Hesperides he stole from a tree guarded by the daughters 
                                                               of Hesperus

12) Cerberus ..........................................Many-headed dog guarding the gates of the underworld he captured, 
                                                               brought back to the upper world, then returned to the underworld
PEOPLE/PLACES/CREATURES/SYMBOLS IN GREEK AND ROMAN MYTHOLOGY
Achilles..................................Central character of the Iliad, the greatest Greek warrior in the Trojan War, who 
                                             was initially kept back by his mother because she knew he was fated to die in the 
                                             war

Adonis ..................................Handsome young man with whom both Aphrodite and Persephone, the goddess 
                                              of the underworld, fell in love

Aeneas..................................Trojan who fled the burning city of Troy and became the founder of the Roman 
                                              race

Agamemnon..........................King who led the Greek forces in the Trojan War

Amazons...............................Race of warlike women who lived in the Black Sea region of Asia Minor

Arachne ................................Mortal Lydian woman, proud of her weaving ability, who challenged Athena to a 
                                             weaving contest and after winning was changed by Athena into a spider so that 
                                             she could spend the rest of her life weaving

Atlas .....................................Titan condemned for leading the Titans against the gods to hold the sky or 
                                             heavens on his shoulders for all eternity

Caduceus..............................Winged staff with serpents wrapped around it that was carried by Hermes to 
                                              protect him while traveling—it later came to symbolize medicine

Cassandra..............................Priam’s daughter to whom Apollo gave the gift of prophecy although her 
                                              prophecies were never believed because of a curse he placed on her after she 
                                              refused his amorous advances

Centaur..................................Half-man and half-horse monster

Cerberus................................Three-headed dog whom Hades had chained on the underworld side of the River 
                                              Styx at the Gate of Hades to stop mortals from entering and dead souls from 
                                              escaping

Charon...................................Old boatman who ferried the souls of the dead across the River Styx and other 
                                                rivers into the underworld

Chimera...................................Fire-breathing monster killed by Bellerophon—it had the head of a lion, the body                        

                                                 of a goat, and the tail of a serpent

Circe ........................................Beautiful island enchantress who turned Odysseus’ men into swine

Cornucopia ..............................Horn of plenty, containing an endless supply of food and drink

Cyclops (plural is Cyclopes).....Any of a race of giants with only one eye in the middle of the forehead

Daedalus..................................Architect who invented carpentry and useful instruments and built the Labyrinth, 
                                                 the maze to house the Minotaur

Delphi .......................................Site sacred to Apollo because his temples were located there, where 
                                                 priestesses, called oracles, gave guidance to people seeking advice about the 
                                                 future

Daphne ....................................Female spirit, or mountain nymph, who asked the gods to turn her into a laurel 
                                                 tree to escape the amorous advances of the god Apollo

Elysium or the Elysian Fields...Region of the underworld that was a place of peace and rest for the souls of  

                                                  those to be rewarded after death for having led virtuous lives or simply because 
                                                  they were liked by the gods

Fates.........................................Collective name for the 3 invisible sister goddesses who controlled the 
                                                 destinies of mortals by carrying out the wishes of the gods— Clotho spun the 
                                                 thread of life, Lachesis determined how long the thread of life would be, and 
                                                 Atropos cut the thread
Furies ......................................Vengeful female creatures with snakes in their hair, blood dripping from their 
                                                eyes, and wings made of scales of brass

Golden Fleece ........................Gold wool of the magical ram that could speak and fly and was captured by 
                                               Jason and his band of about 50 Greeks

Hades ....................................Greek abode of the dead, a cold, gloomy, dull place named for the Greek god of 
                                               the underworld

Harpy......................................Repulsive, winged monster with the head and trunk of a woman and the tail, 
                                               legs, and talons of a bird

Hector.....................................Leader of the Trojan army who was slain by Achilles during the Trojan War and 
                                               whose body was then dragged 3 times around the walls of the city

Helen of Troy .........................Beautiful Greek woman born from an egg and considered immortal because 
                                              Zeus, in the form of a swan, had impregnated her mother

Heracles (or Hercules)...........Greek strongman who performed a series of 12 supposedly impossible tasks

Icarus .....................................Daedalus’ son who was imprisoned with his father in the Labyrinth but who 
                                               escaped along with his father by tying feathers joined with wax to their arms, 
                                               flying away, though he flew too close to the sun and plunged into the sea when 
                                               the wax melted

Janus.....................................Roman god of doors and gateways, all entrances and exits, and beginnings and 
                                              endings and for whom the month of January is named

Jason.....................................Leader of the Argonauts who sailed in the Argo in their successful quest to 
                                              capture the Golden Fleece 

Labyrinth ...............................Maze King Minos ordered Daedalus to construct on the island of Crete in order to 
                                              hide the Minotaur

Medea....................................King Aeëtes’ daughter who fell in love with Jason, helped him capture the Golden 
                                              Fleece, and then killed their two children because he planned to divorce her

Medusa..................................Horrible monster called a Gorgon who had serpents for hair—she was the only 
                                              one of the 3 Gorgons who was mortal, and her face was so grotesque that 
                                              anyone who looked at her was turned into stone

Menelaus...............................Husband of Helen of Troy who sought the return of his wife

Midas ....................................Greedy king who when granted a wish by the gods chose the power to turn 
                                              everything he touched into gold—because even his food turned into gold, he 
                                              asked the gods to remove this power and he was returned to live a normal life

Minotaur................................Terrible monster, half man and half bull, who lived in the Labyrinth and killed 
                                             anyone who entered

Mount Olympus.....................Mountain in Greece selected by the ancients as the home of the gods and 
                                             goddesses—ancient Olympic games were held in the valley of Olympia in honor of 
                                             Zeus

Narcissus..............................Handsome youth whom Nemesis punished for spurning the nymph Echo by 
                                             making him fall in love with his own reflection in a pool, causing him to waste away 
                                             and be changed into a flower

Nike .....................................Greek goddess of victory

Odysseus (Ulysses).............Greek hero who fought in the Trojan War for 10 years, then made a voyage of 10 
                                             years before arriving home on Ithaca, the land of which he was the king—the story 
                                             of this voyage is told in Homer’s epic poem the Odyssey

Oedipus ...............................Tragic Greek king who saved the city of Thebes by solving the riddle of the Sphinx 
                                             but unwittingly fulfilled the Delphic prophecy that he would kill his father and marry 
                                             his mother—he killed his father, King Laius, on the road to Thebes, then married 
                                             the Queen of Thebes, his mother Jocasta

Orpheus................................Great mortal musician who played the lyre so well that he charmed the deities in 
                                             the underworld into releasing his wife Eurydice on the condition that he not look 
                                             back upon leaving Hades—when he no longer heard footsteps, he looked back 
                                             and his wife vanished forever

Pandora................................Woman whom Zeus ordered Hephaestus, the blacksmith of the gods, to create as 
                                             the first female of the species, to whom was entrusted a box (or jar) containing all 
                                             the ills that could plague mankind—when she opened it out of curiosity, all the 
                                             world’s ills escaped, but hope remained

Paris .....................................Handsome prince of Troy who fled Greece with Helen, resulting in the Trojan 
                                              War

Pegasus.................................Immortal winged horse that sprang from the head, neck, or blood of Medusa after 
                                              Perseus decapitated her

Penelope................................Long-faithful wife of Odysseus

Polyphemus ..........................Cyclops who killed and ate several of Odysseus’ men and was blinded by 
                                              Odysseus to enable his men to escape by strapping themselves to sheep

Prometheus...........................Titan who stole fire from the gods, gave it to humans, and was punished by Zeus 
                                              for his actions by being chained to a rock where an eagle or vulture came each 
                                              day for 30 years to eat his liver

Sirens ....................................Female creatures changed into birds by Aphrodite because of their unwillingness 
                                              to make love to men—their beautiful voices lured men to shipwreck on their coast

Sisyphus................................Aeolus’ son who was given the eternal punishment of rolling a stone to the top of 
                                              a hill only to have it roll back down just before it reached the top

Sphinx ..................................Terrible monster with the head and bust of a woman and the body of a winged 
                                              lion—she sat on a rock and plagued Thebes by killing passers-by until Oedipus 
                                              solved her riddle and she killed herself

Styx .......................................“River of hate” across which the dead souls had to be ferried to get to the 
                                               underworld—it wound around Hades 5 times

Tantalus .................................Zeus’ son who cut up his son Pelops to serve to the gods at a banquet and was 
                                               punished by them to stand in water that receded when he tried to drink and under 
                                               branches of fruit he could never reach

Titans.....................................Group of enormous beings, offspring of Uranus and Gaea, considered the first 
                                              generation of true gods—they ruled the universe before they were overthrown by 
                                              Zeus and the other gods

Trojan (Wooden) Horse ........Huge hollow wooden horse the Greeks used to gain access to Troy and raze it—
                                              Greek soldiers were hiding inside and came out at night and conquered Troy

Trojan War.............................Ten-year long war between the Greeks and the Trojans and the subject of 
                                              Homer’s epic the Iliad
ARTHURIAN LEGEND
Camelot....................................................King Arthur’s favorite castle

Excalibur ..................................................Magic sword King Arthur is said to have pulled from a block of stone

(Sir) Galahad.............................................Son of Lancelot and Elaine who was successful in his quest for the 
                                                                 Holy Grail

Guinevere (Guenevere) ...........................Beautiful princess whom Arthur married

Holy Grail .................................................Cup or chalice used by Jesus at the Last Supper and sought by the 
                                                                 Knights of the Round Table

Isle of Avalon ...........................................Island paradise where King Arthur was taken after the last battle

Lady of the Lake (Vivian) .........................Enchantress who in one version gives Arthur the sword Excalibur as 
                                                                 a replacement after his sword breaks in battle

Lancelot ...................................................Bravest of the Knights of the Round Table who became Guinevere’s 
                                                                 lover

Merlin........................................................Old Celtic magician and seer who helped King Arthur

Modred (Mordred) ....................................Arthur’s son or nephew, the knight whom he killed in battle just 
                                                                 before dying himself

Morgan le Fay ..........................................Sorceress who plots against Arthur, steals his sword, and takes him 
                                                                 to his final resting place
Uther Pendragon and Duchess Igraine ...King Arthur’s parents
