Contemporary Arabic I
Summer Term
Contemporary Arabic I (ARAB 116)
      6 hrs. credit

Instructor: Prof. Jeremy Bullard
Phone:  +962 79 704 9857
SCOPE OF THE COURSE

ARAB 116 will introduce students to the alphabet and basic grammar for speaking, reading, writing, and listening comprehension.
OBJECTIVES

Upon completion of the course, students will be able to read and understand Arabic material of limited complexity and variety (i.e. simple narratives and media-related selections), compose simple sentences and short texts, understand and actively participate in basic conversations as well as gain practical knowledge of Arab culture and traditions.
REQUIRED TEXTS

Brustad, Kristen, Mahmoud Al-Batal, and Abbas Al-Tonsi. Al-Kitaab fii Ta’allum al-’Arabiyya with DVDs: A Textbook for Beginning Arabic. Part One, 3nd ed. Washington: Georgetown University Press, 2011.

Tiedemann, Fridrik.  Arabic Capsules: A Levantine Arabic Curriculum, Amman, Jordan, 2012.
Tiedemann Jr., Fridrik, The 101 Most Used Verbs in Spoken Arabic: Jordan & Palestine, Al-Iqtisad Press, Amman, Jordan.  2011.

RECOMMENDED MATERIALS

Ryding, Karen. A Reference Grammar of Modern Standard Arabic, Cambridge University Press, 2005. 

Parkinson, Dilworth. A Frequency Dictionary of Arabic, Routledge, 2010.

Wehr, Hans. Arabic English Dictionary

Verb Ace software (www.verbace.com)
OVERVIEW OF THE STUDY OF ARABIC

The Arab world is unique in the degree to which it requires competence in two languages existing symbiotically, a spoken language and a standard (written) language.  They are indeed separate languages and utilization of one or the other is determined by the setting.  The sphere of their utilization does not usually cross over into the sphere of the other though it might have the capacity.  For example, though MSA is able to produce conversation it is rarely done and extremely awkward if attempted.  Therefore, the method of instruction is dependent upon the language and its sphere of use.  MSA is a written language used in all books and all scripted media.  It is taught to natives in school but is not spoken in the home.  MSA is also substantially more complex than its counterpart with a high degree of inflection.  Because of these factors Arabic is rated a Category 3 language by the U.S. State Department which means it takes almost three times as long to acquire a basic level of competence compared to languages such as Spanish or French which are rated Category 1.  In other words, the student can expect that after 3 semesters of study in Arabic the level of linguistic competence achieved will be approximately equal to that of a student who has completed one semester of Spanish.  There are multiple reasons for this which will be discussed in more depth at the beginning of the semester. 
The spoken language of the Arab world makes up what is known as a dialect continuum.  In a continuum, the location of the dialect will determine the amount of commonality with its neighbors.  Arab dialects which border one another are comprehensible but the degree of comprehension will often decrease as the distance increases.  However, it should be noted that Arabs, no matter how distanced dialectically, will change very little of their speech no matter the audience, but if a word is inquired as to its meaning then a definition in MSA will usually be given, but the language remains in dialect.  Thus, just like every Arab, the student should strive to master one dialect which will be of benefit to them no matter where they travel throughout the Arab world.  Jordanian Arabic is an excellent option because of its central location on the dialect continuum which makes it intelligible practically everywhere.
TEACHING METHODS

A wide variety of teaching methods will be utilized for this course.  Student/teacher dialogue will be active and fast-paced.  Students will practice and be drilled in proper pronunciation.  In-class reading and comprehension exercises will be given from a select number of simple narratives.  Conversation texts will be used in the classroom, with students working individually and in groups.  Some grammatical principles will be taught in lecture format.  

Practical daily scenarios in the form of dialogue will be presented by native Jordanian instructors as well as practiced and acted out with peers.  Native Jordanian guest speakers will present lessons in Arab culture and tradition.  Student will be given out-of-class assignments requiring immersion in the cultural and extensive contact with native speakers.  CGE Jordan’s vocabulary acquisition method, called “The Notebook Method” will be assigned and reviewed in class daily.
The flashcard software called BYKI www.byki.com will be required of all students for use on their laptops.  This will track all assigned words as well as review of previously learned vocabulary.  Students will either show their progress with no stale items at the beginning of class to the professor, or print screen and email the image before class. 

EVALUATION

I. Students are required to record the reading of the homework for at least 10 sentences each day.  These can be recorded to the cloud through the website www.audioboo.fm or recorded locally and emailed.  These recordings will be due each day at a specific time so as to allow the professor to make comments on the students’ progress as needed.
II. Your final exam will have both oration and translation components identical to your homework.  Tests are used to evaluate your overall progress in assimilating the multiple concepts involved in Arabic linguistics.
III. Your participation and performance are a part of the final grade.  The criteria used for evaluation are attitude, evidence of effort and preparation for class, and improvement during the course of the semester.
Tests, assignments, online activity completion, and class participation are all used in determining your final grade.  The relative weight given to each category is indicated in the summary following:

25%
Participation




A
93-100


25%
Submitted Recordings


B
85-92

 
25%
Daily BYKI quota



C
75-84


25%
Final





D
65-74









F
below 65

EMERGENCY

In case of emergency, you should call me at the office or at home 079 704-9857 or email me at jeremyhbullard@gmail.com
I will be happy to work with you when problems arise, but you must let me know immediately if you are not able to fulfill your responsibilities as outlined on the syllabus.  DO NOT WAIT until the next day or the next class meeting to communicate with me, or you may forfeit your right to make up a test.  

OTHER INFORMATION AND PROCEDURES

Make an appointment to see me in the office if you have problems.  A brief conference is usually all that is necessary to work out any challenges that may arise.  I will be happy to meet with you as often as needed.  Be sure to also make use of the language partner system which can be coordinated with our English Studies Department, they can afford you with an opportunity to practice your Arabic and receive needed help from a native Arabic speaker for free.
NO QUESTION OR PROBLEM IS INSIGNIFICANT.  In language study, it is very common to need to hear an explanation several times, or to hear the same concept expressed in a different way.  None of the concepts you will study this semester are extremely complex when studied by themselves; however, since the concepts are interdependent, they will seem more difficult if you try to master too many at one time.
ATTENDANCE

Up to two absences, no penalty.  Five points will be deducted from your final grade, for each absence after the second absence.
Any student who misses more than 5 class meetings may receive an F for the course.
IMPORTANT NOTE: If you have not prepared for class, you cannot expect to understand the explanations or participate successfully in class activities.  Assignments for each day are indicated at the end of class.  Any necessary changes will be announced in class.
PLEASE BE RESPECTFUL OF YOUR CLASSMATES AND YOUR PROFESSOR: 

DO NOT TEXT, SEND EMAILS, OR SURF THE INTERNET DURING CLASS.

	Session          9:00am – 10:00am                               10:00am – 11:00am         
	11:30 – 1:30pm

	1
	Introduction to the Arabic Alphabet
	Intro to phonetics and linguistic categories

	2
	The Arabic Letters & Short Vowels:    ر / ز /  س / ش / ص/ ض / ط / ظ / -َ / -ِ / -ُ / -ْ
	Background and distinctives of the Arabic Language

	3
	The Arabic Letters:   ع / غ / ف / ق / ك / ل / م / ن / ه / ي
	Diglossia and the Integrative approach, intro to Electronic Resources

	4
	Taa’ Marbuuta & Forms of Hamza:     حالات الهَمْزة والتاء المَرْبُوطة:  ة / ء / أ / ئ / ؤ
	The Notebook Method and tools for studying Arabic

	5
	The Definite Article;

Sun & Moon Letters
	Greetings & Responses, pt. 1
	Intro to the i3raab system

	6
	Review, Activities, & Drills
	Singular (Masculine & Feminine) and Plural: Broken, Dual, and Sound
	Arabic Case System

	7
	Very Common Words, pt. 1
	Review, Drills, & Activities
	MSA: Adjective and Prepositions

	8
	Oral Interview
	Attributive Adjectives;

Numbers, Pt. 1: (1-10)
	MSA: Past Tense and the Accusative

	9
	Common Adjectives
	Review, Activities, & Drills
	MSA: Pronouns, and Accusative particles

	10
	Nominal sentences: “Ahmad is happy.”;

Particle of Existence: there is,  there are
	Very Common Words, pt. 2
	MSA: Genitive Construct part 1

	11
	Review, Activities, & Drills
	Personal Pronouns (he, she, you, etc.);

Possession, pt. 1: “Khalid’s house”;

Suffix Personal Pronouns (Possession)
	MSA: there is / there are

there isn’t / there aren’t

	12
	Greetings and Responses, pt. 2
	Review, Activities, & Drills
	MSA: Demonstrative Pronouns

	13
	There is, there is no, there isn’t any; 

He/it is here, he/it is not here
	Giving Directions
	MSA: Relative Pronouns, and the negative past tense

	14
	Review, Activities, & Drills
	He wants, she wants, etc.;

He needs;

Demonstrative pronouns: Identifiers: this, that, these, those
	MSA: Genitive Construct Part 2

story: the boy who cried wolf

	15
	Very Common Words, pt. 3
	Review, Activities, & Drills
	MSA: Infinitives

	16
	Oral Interview
	Prepositions, pt. 1
	MSA: Genitives and prepositions

story: love story from 1001 nights

	17
	Greetings & Responses, pt. 3
	Review, Activities, & Drills
	MSA: imperfect verbs

	18
	Asking Questions: 

“Yes/no questions & where?”;

Adverbs of location
	Very Common Words, pt. 4
	MSA: subjunctive particle  أن
Story: Prodigal son

	19
	Review, Activities, & Drills
	Negation: “Not”;

Conjunctions: and, but, or, or not
	MSA: negating the imperfect

	20
	Family
	Review, Activities, & Drills
	MSA: more particles

story: the miraculous boat

	21
	Possession, pt. 2:  عِنْدُه ، مَعُه ;
Negation of the above;

Here he/it is, here she/it is, here they are, here I am, here we are
	Money;

Review, Activities, & Drills
	MSA: Plural verbal conjugations

	22
	Possession, pt. 3:  إِلُه ، تَبَعُه ;
Negation of the above
	Very Common Words, pt. 5
	MSA: possessive particles

Story: the Good Samaritan

	23
	Final Exam
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