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TYLER COUNTY POLICY: JK

STUDENT DRESS CODE

 

The Board recognizes that students are entitled to free speech under the First amendment of the U.S. Constitution, which may extend to
choice of attire and grooming as matters of expression. However, this constitutional right is only protected if a student’s personal appearance
does not disrupt the educational process, infringe on the rights of others, endanger the health or safety of oneself or others, or violate federal,
state, or local laws.

Due to the potential for disruption or expressions of vulgarity, the following types of clothing shall not be permitted:

·         Displays of obscene, lewd or vulgar comments or designs;

·         Messages directed toward or intended to harass, threaten, intimidate, or demean an individual or group;

·         Advertisement of alcohol, tobacco products or illegal drugs;

·         Insignia used as a means of gang identity;

·         Any word, message, or design that could reasonably be interpreted to have a sexual connotation.

Enforcement of this dress code serves a valid educational purpose to instill discipline and created a positive, orderly educational
environment.

Staff members who feel that a student’s clothing is unacceptable according to the above standards shall refer the matter to the principal or
his/her designee. The principal shall exercise reasonable judgment when determining infractions.

A teacher, sponsor, or coach responsible for a school group making public appearances may insist on a stricter adherence to the dress code
regulations with the principal’s approval. Students and parents must be made aware of the dress code regulations.

All students shall be made aware of the dress code through the student handbook. Parents shall also annually receive written notification of
the school’s policy regarding student dress code.

 

REFERENCES:

Student Right and Responsibilities, A Handbook for Students in the Public schools of WV, 1981; Title IX of the Education Amendments of
1972; School Law Issues in West Virginia, National Business Institute, Inc. 101U1214, 1996.
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ACCEPTABLE STANDARD

OF DRESS

 

Students at TCMS are to dress and groom in a manner that encourages the educational process and supports the health, safety and welfare of
himself/herself or others.

 

·         Students will wear clothing that covers the body’s torso.

·         Students may wear shorts and/or skirts reaching the mid-thigh portion of the leg. (Minimum 4” inseam)

·         Sleeveless shirts are not allowed unless covered by another shirt.

·         Students may not wear clothing that exposes large areas of the back and/or front of the body – such as fishnet inserts, see-through mesh,
cut-out panels, tank tops – unless covered by another shirt.

·         Students may not wear hats, bandanas, sunglasses or hoodies with the hoods up.

·         Clothing depicting and/or referencing violence, blood, knives, guns, gang membership, terrorism, sex, alcohol, drugs, tobacco,
obscenities or profane language are prohibited.

·         Spiked jewelry or chains with the potential to use as a weapon are not permissible.

·         Baggy clothing with the potential to pose a safety hazard or that exposes undergarments or mid sections are prohibited, as are footwear
presenting a potential tripping hazard.

·         For safety precautions, open-toed shoes must have backs.

·         Students may wear leggings, yoga pants and /or tights under accompanying over garments extending to the mid-thigh.

·         Inappropriate fashion not specifically covered in the above guidelines shall be addressed at the discretion of the principal/designee.

 

 

 

A good rule to follow is “if in doubt, don’t wear it.” The principal retains the right to make the final decision about acceptable dress.

Common Sense and good taste should dictate proper school attire. It is not our intent to interfere with fashion and personal taste although
safety and uninterrupted learning is a priority at TCMS. Students having questions should direct them to the principal.


