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Inlroduclion

Rabbils are small mammals with fluffy, shorl
lails, whiskers and long ears. There are more
lhan 30 species of rabbils around the world.
Rabbils are small mammals thal belong 1o the
lagomorph (lag-ah-morf) family. Rabbils have
a lifespan of about 0 years.




lloppy Mabllals

First found in Europe and Africa, rabbils now live all over
the world. Wild rabbils live in woods, foresls, deserls,
mounlains, grass-lands, and even the snow-covered
arlic. Many rabbils are also raised on farms or kept as
pels.

Wild rabbils creale their own homes by funneling inlo the
ground. These lunnel sysiems are cadlled warrens and
include rooms for nesting and sleeping. They also have
mulliple enirances for q,uick escape. Warrens can be as
deep as 9.84 feel (3 melers) underground.




Diel

Rabbils are herbivores. This means thal lhey
have a plani-based diel and 4o nol eal meal.
Their diels include grasses, clover and some
vedgelables, such as broccoli and Brussels
sprouls. Somelimes they will eal fruils, seeds,
rools, flower buds, and iree bark when il is
available.




Pabbll life

Rabbils are very social crealures and live in large groups
cdlled colonies. Female rabbils are called does and males
are called bucks jus! like deer! The busies! lime of day
for rabbils is al dusk and dawn. This is when they venlure
ou} 1o find food. The low light dllows them 1o hide from
predalors.

Their predalors include owls, hawks, eadles, falcons, wild
dogs and cals, and ground squirrels.




Made for Survival

Rabbils can be very crafly and q,vick. To gel away from a
predator, a rabbil will run in a zigzag pallern and reach
speeds of up lo 18 mph. The rabbil’s long legs and abilily
lo run for long periods al high speeds are adaplalions 1o
help them escape predalors.

Their ears can grow 1o 4 inches (l0 cm). This allows them
lo beller hear predalors thal may be approaching. I} also
adlows them lo stay cool in hol climales. Exira body heal is
released lhrough blood vessels in lhe ear.

Their eyes are made for safely, 100, since each eye can
rolale 360 degrees. This dllows them o look behind them
withoul lurning their heads.
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Bunng Babies

Rabbils have babies 3-4 limes a year. Yound rabbils,
cdlled killens or kils, are born with lile fur, blind and
helpless. The killens are kepl in nesls, and are well
hidden ingide lhe nesl. Molher rabbils only visit their
yound lo feed them once every 24 hours. The molher
rabbil sedls lhe nesls in belween visils 1o prolec! the
young from predalors. Afler four lo five weeks, a kil
can care for ilself. In lwo or lhree months il is ready o
slarl a family of ils own.




Oller|agomorels

Lagomorphs have several characlerislics
in common. They have babies several limes
each year, have powerful hind legs, long ears,
and fronl leelh lhal are dways growing.
Lagomorphs are mos! aclive al dusk and dawn.

Pikas are smadller than rabbils and hares. They
are lypically found in cold climales. Pikas have
shorler, rounded ears and no lail.

Hares and rabbils appear very similar, bul there
are a few differences. Hares are born wilh fur
and raised oul in lhe open. Rabbils are born
furless, blind, and raised in a nesl.
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Clossary

Adaplalion- a change over lime by which a living
thing or species becomes beller able 1o live in ils
environmenl

Colony- a group of rabbils

Herbivore-animal thal eals

only planis

Lagomorph-an animal group

thal includes rabbils, hares,
and pikas
Warren- a group of burrows

connecled by lunnels




