
PREPARING FOR 
YOUR 2020 AP 

EXAM
Northside High School



I. General Information
◦ INFORMATION: All items for this presentation have been taken from College Board materials shared with 

students and teachers. The College Board website - - has a lot of information students and parents may 
wish to peruse. 

◦ THIS PRESENTATION: The goal of this presentation is to give you ONE location where you can locate the 
information you need to know for the exam. 

◦ SUPPORT: Your teachers are here to support you! We are very proud of the work you have done and 
want you to have the opportunity to show what you know! If you have specific exam questions, you may 

contact your individual teachers or contact me, Katherine Branch, Gifted Lead Teacher, at 
katherine.branch@hcbe.net.

◦ SCORE ACCEPTANCE: Colleges and Universities are still planning to accept your scores and give you 
credit. The College Board has been in touch with academic institutions and wants you to know that they 
still believe these exams will show your knowledge. Recently the Provost of Yale University has spoken 

out in support of the 2020 examinations.

◦ OPTING OUT: If you have chosen not to test, we do understand. This is not an easy time. Refunds of your 
registration fees will be given AFTER the makeup exam dates in June. College Board wants to give each 
student the opportunity to test before issuing refunds. 



A. Test Dates and Times



B. Makeup Testing



II. The Rules

◦ You may use formula sheets or guide sheets which 

your teachers may have given you. 

◦ You may use a textbook or other materials. 

◦ Whatever you plan to use, please have ready and 

easily available – DO NOT WAIT TO PRINT UNTIL THE 

DAY OF THE EXAM! 

◦ Do not spend time doing searches the day of the 

exam. THIS WILL WASTE YOUR TIME and might make 

you more likely to break rules/plagiarize! 



◦ Don’t call or text anyone.

◦ Don’t talk to family members or 

anyone in your house.

◦ Don’t post on Social Media. 

◦ Don’t use Reddit or other sharing sites.

◦ Don’t use any Google Docs or other 

shared notes from your teacher. 

◦ Anything you use should be loaded 

onto your local device or printed out. 

A. Be Careful: 



B. Remember:

◦ Do not copy and paste from anywhere! 

◦ Don’t consult other people or sources OTHER THAN 

THE APPROVED ITEMS.

◦ College Board will be using a Plagiarism Checker 

to check you against the internet and books and 

also to check you against each other.

◦ They will also be using other methods which they 

are not revealing – BE CAREFUL AND DO YOUR 

OWN WORK! 

◦ Keep in mind that your teacher will get a copy of 

your work to look over a few weeks later, and 

they will turn you in to CB if they feel it is not like 

the work you have done earlier in the year! 



C. Penalties for Cheating
◦ If College Board believes your test does not 

reflect your own original work, they will cancel 

your scores.

◦ They will also contact all academic institutions 

you are currently a part of or plan to attend and 

let them know about your academic dishonesty. 



III. To Prepare



A. E-Ticket



B. Exam Checklist



C. Browser



D. Decide on Your Method



How to Submit Work – Method 1



How to Submit Work – Method 2 



How to Submit Work – Method 3



E. Prepare Your Documents and Workspace
◦ 1. If you are typing

◦ Decide if you are using Word, Google Docs, Notes, or another application

◦ Turn on auto-save

◦ If you plan to attach, rather than cut and paste, then make sure your will save your document in an acceptable format (.doc, 

.docx, .pdf, .txt

◦ Go ahead and open a document and prepare it by typing in your AP ID and initials and numbering it for the test (if your test 

has multiple questions). Save this document somewhere very obvious and easy to get to. 

◦ 2. If you are handwriting,

◦ Use white paper and a dark pencil (no mechanical) or blue or black pen. Do not write on the backs of the paper. 

◦ Go ahead and write your AP ID and initials at the top of each page (you may use up to 5 per question) and number the pages 

for the test (if your test has multiple questions). You may also want to go ahead and number your pages as they should be 

when you submit them. 

◦ 3. Workspace/environment

◦ Select a space that is quiet and comfortable.

◦ You may have on music if that is how you work. 

◦ Try out your location and surroundings using the Exam Demo

◦ 4. Internet

◦ If you have low bandwidth or internet that comes and goes, you will want to ask your family or anyone who shares that 

connection to stay off of it when you are testing, particularly if they are using things like streaming services.

◦ You may use your data connection, but make the best choice based on what consistently works well. 



F. Complete the Demo 



IV. What will happen during the test



A. Responses



B. Timer



C. Trouble?



D. Scores



Extra Hints and Tips
◦ College Board is taking Academic Honesty VERY seriously. Apparently some AP Physics students 

have already been found and punished who were just discussing a plan to cheat. 

◦ Because of the reduced length of the exams, some students have worried that they might not have 

as good a shot at making a qualifying score. 

◦ However, the exams are NEVER graded on a curve where only a certain number of students get 
a 5, a 4, and so on.

◦ Additionally, keep in mind that you want to complete and submit whatever you get done, even if 
you do not finish all parts of a question. Scorers will give you credit for what you do! 

◦ The AP Program will be instituting an appeal process for the first time ever. If you receive your 

scores and think they are lower than what they should be, AP asks that you contact your teacher. 

The teacher will take a look at your responses and can submit them for an appeal. 



SOAR LIKE AN EAGLE!

◦ We know this year in the classroom was cut short and things are strange!

◦ Try not to let the strangeness and frustrations of the year influence how you feel right 

now about this exam. 

◦ We know some of you have done a lot of important work and learned a lot this year. 

Take the test and show what you know! 

◦ We are proud of you if you make the attempt.

◦ It is one test – don’t let that define you! You have many more opportunities for success 

ahead of you! Keep putting forth the effort! 



Links and Resources
◦ EXAM DAY CHECKLIST: You may view and check off items at this link OR print a copy to use. 

https://apcoronavirusupdates.collegeboard.org/students/taking-ap-exams/getting-ready-for-exam-

day/exam-day-checklist

◦ REFERENCES AND GUIDES: This contains some documents students may need access to on test day. This 

is especially important for students in Math and Science classes. It contains formula sheets and special 

character typing sheets. https://apcoronavirusupdates.collegeboard.org/students/taking-ap-

exams/getting-ready-for-exam-day/references-and-guides

◦ EXAM DEMO: Go here to go through the exam simulation. If you are unsure about which method to 

take in providing your responses, you may wish to try it each way and decide. You NEED to go through 

this simulation AT LEAST ONCE before test day. https://ap2020examdemo.collegeboard.org/

◦ SPECIAL ACCOMODATIONS: If you get special accommodations, please refer to this information: 

https://apcoronavirusupdates.collegeboard.org/coordinators/accommodations

◦ KATHERINE BRANCH, katherine.branch@hcbe.net OR your AP teacher! 


