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Film and Literature 

 

 

 

 
Mission Statement: 

The mission of the Wolcott Public Schools is to develop in each student the knowledge, skills, and 

attitudes necessary to become a productive member of the community and a contributing member 

of society. 

 

 

 

 

Departmental Philosophy: 

Quality language arts education must be part of the core curriculum for all Connecticut students. 

By the end of high school, all graduates should be able to develop and communicate ideas and 

opinions through reading, interpreting and evaluating texts in various content areas. Likewise, 

students should be able to recognize the influences of individual, social, cultural and historical 

contexts on readers and writers. To that end, students will be able to use language to think 

critically, solve problems in everyday life and prepare to enter a diverse, global workforce. 

(CSDE/CCSS Position Statement on English Language Arts Education) 

  

 

 

 

Course Description: 
Grade 12, .50 Unit  

Prerequisite: English 11 American Literature  

 

Stories are an essential part of human culture: they reflect the cultural, social, and political conditions of 

their time, and help us to understand universal truths. The means by which these stories are told - whether 

they are written, spoken, or acted on stage or screen - influences the way we approach and interpret them. 

This course explores the complex interplay between film and literature. Selected novels and short stories 

will be analyzed in relation to film versions of the same works in order to gain an understanding of the 

possibilities - and problems - involved in the transposition to film. Students will also investigate films that 

do not have written work as their inspiration to discover the ways in which these stories work in terms of 

our understanding of the nature of literature. This course requires reading and writing, in addition to viewing 

films and taking part in class discussions.   
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UNIT 1 ORGANIZER - Human Nature 
 

Grade/Subject    English 12: Film and Literature 

Unit Title Human Nature 

Overview of 
Unit 

This unit examines universal themes related to the nature of man, and how 
human behavior is affected when people believe they are 
unidentifiable.  This unit connects the novel Lord of the Flies with a choice 
of films, and different approaches can be used as long as an argument 
relating to the general Hobbesian construct of man as inherently evil and 
selfish is utilized in the prompt. 

Pacing/Duration 10-12 weeks 

 

Background Information for the Teacher 

 

Unit Rationale: This unit focuses on universal themes, and how they are reflected in both 
film and literature.  In many ways, it is an interdisciplinary unit, as the themes themselves are 
rooted in the work of sociologists and philosophers.  Throughout time, many great thinkers 
have debated the nature of mankind: Is man a born inherently good, as a noble savage? Is 
man born neutral, a tabula rasa? Or is man born inherently evil, a selfish being who only 
looks out for himself? 

 

Because there are no ready answers to these questions, they have been a thematic “gray 
area” throughout time, particularly in the way they are broached in literature and the arts. 
 

 Key Learning/Big Ideas: The 11-12 ELA Common Core emphasizes analytical skills and 
being able to identify and follow the development of themes across the progression 
of a text, while also stressing the need for students to practice citing strong and 
thorough evidence to support an analysis. The reading and thinking skills emphasized 
in this unit are literary analysis and thematic comparative analysis, which are then 
built upon through analytical writing that is supported by textual evidence. 

 

Why is this learning relevant/important (including connections to previous topics/units, 
etc.)? 

 

 Pre-Unit Connections: This unit introduces the overarching theme of the class, which 
is an examination of human nature and the archetypal stories that are inherent in 
storytelling throughout time and in the literature of different cultures.  Its 
performance task eases students into the type of paper writing that will develop over 
the course of the class to prepare for post-secondary coursework and career paths. 
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Essential Questions  

See excerpt: http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/109004/chapters/What-Makes-a-
Question-Essential%A2.aspx  

 Are human beings inherently good, inherently evil, or neither? 
 How do people act differently when they believe themselves to be unrecognizable? 
  How does “mob mentality” occur, and why? 

 

Applicable Content Standards: 

 RL: 11-12.1, 11-12.2, 11-12.3, 11-12.4, 11-12.5, 11-12.6, 11-12.10 
 W: 11-12.1, 11-12.4, 11-12.5, 11-12.6, 11-12.9, 11-12.10 
 L: 11-12.1, 11-12.2, 11-12.3, 11-12.4, 11-12.5, 11-12.6 
 SL: 11-12.1, 11-12.2 

 

Academic Vocabulary 

 Tabula rasa 
 Noble savage 
 Mob mentality 
 Absolution 
 Redemption 

 

21st Century Competencies 

*Delete the ones not in unit  
 Problem Solving and Critical Thinking 
 Accessing and Analyzing Information 
 Communication and Collaboration 
 Creativity and Innovation 
 Initiative, Self-Direction and Accountability 
 Citizenship and Responsibility 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/109004/chapters/What-Makes-a-Question-Essential%A2.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/109004/chapters/What-Makes-a-Question-Essential%A2.aspx
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UNDERSTAND 

Big ideas, generalizations, principles, concepts, ideas that transfer across situations and 
throughout the unit 

Students will understand that: 
 Good writing is organized. 
 Textual support is necessary in a literary argument. 
 Analysis is not merely explaining what, but why. 

 

Possible Student Misconceptions for this Unit - (If needed) 

Students may believe that: 
 They cannot compare two unlike works merely based on theme. 
 Writing does not require pre-planning, organization, and outlining. 

 

Possible Lessons/Suggested Learning Activities 

Input at least three lessons/learning activities that are current and applicable to this unit 

In order to 
learn/understand how to...: 
(Identified in previous 
section titled “Understand”) 

Students might: 
(List learning activities below) 

Organize their writing Complete a guided outline 

Analyze rather than explain Participate in group activities where the focus is making 
inferences and analyzing why story elements are included 

Textual support is necessary Pair up and evaluate samples, some of which, while technically 
correct, are vague and full of generalizations, while others are 
specific and well-supported 

 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Subject: 
 

Summary of the Connection: 

Social Studies/Psychology/Political 
Science 

The theories of human behavior that are illustrated by 
Locke, Hobbes, and Rousseau 
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Anchor Texts & Suggested Texts 

Text Title Author Brief Synopsis 

Lord of the 
Flies 
(required 
anchor) 

William 
Golding 

A group of British boys whose ages range from 
approximately 5-12 are stranded on a deserted island and 
must learn how to govern themselves. 

Text Title Author Brief Synopsis 

Batman: The 
Dark Knight 

Directed by 
Christopher 

Nolan 

This film follows Bruce Wayne as himself, and when masked 
as the caped crusader.  As the savages in Lord of the Flies 
change their behavior when they are masked, it parallels 
nicely for a study of human nature when people believe 
themselves to be unrecognizable. 

Text Title Author Brief Synopsis 

The Shining 

Directed by 
Stanley 
Kubrick 

This film follows Jack Torrence and his family as they are 
isolated in a haunted hotel for an entire winter.  Jack’s 
alcoholism and descent into madness are demonstrated as 
the metaphorical beast within him emerges and suppresses 
his more civilized behaviors.  This Hobbesian structure 
parallels nicely with Lord of the Flies’ recurring theme that 
evil is something inside of people, rather than an external 
force. 

Text Title Author Brief Synopsis 

The 
Babadook 

Directed by 
Jennifer Kent 

Like The Shining, The Babadook also focuses on the 
manifestation of the evil inside, as the “creature” of evil is 
actually internalized, and can be utilized in a similar manner 
for analysis. 

Text Title Author Brief Synopsis 

The Green 
Mile 

Directed by 
Frank 

Darabont 

This film examines the death penalty with a variety of 
themes that emphasize sin, penance, absolution, and 
redemption.  It is a modernization of Coleridge’s epic “The 
Rime of the Ancient Mariner,” and the paired analyses of 
these two works is a good introduction to the course, as 
many of the overarching themes are examined in a 
simplified manner that works well as a baseline and as a 
teaching tool. 
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Text Title Author Brief Synopsis 

“The Rime of 
the Ancient 

Mariner” 

Samuel Taylor 
Coleridge 

Coleridge’s epic poem following the Mariner as he examines 
his own propensity for evil, and his path of penance towards 
absolution and redemption. 

 

Additional Resources & Supplemental Texts 

 

 “The Rime of the Ancient Mariner”: 
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/43997/the-rime-of-the-ancient-
mariner-text-of-1834 

 Lord of the Flies: http://www.yoanaj.co.il/uploadimages/userfiles/352.pdf 
 Lord of the Flies audiobook: 

https://www.schooltube.com/video/d6cf15239c8e4b5a91c1/Lord%20of%20the%2
0Flies%20Audiobook%20Chapter%201 

  

Unit Assessment(s): 

List and describe the ways in which you assess student understanding throughout the Unit: 
 Reading check quizzes every 1-2 chapters to ensure that students are truly reading 

and interacting with the text in order to facilitate whole class and small group 
literary discussions; this is of tantamount importance to the successful completion 
of the performance task 

 Group activities focusing on analysis of specific themes or motifs in the literature to 
aid students in learning to become more specific in their literary analysis 

 In-class essay on two thematically similar works (suggested are “The Rime of the 
Ancient Mariner” and The Green Mile, and a prompt is provided in the folder) 

 Organizers/outlines checked before writing  
 The performance task 

 

 

Performance Task: At least one Unit must contain a Performance Task Assessment 

Performance Task Overview: 
 There are a few approaches to this essay. The performance task below is geared towards. 
The utilization of “the mask” theme in The Dark Knight.  The second prompt is able to be 
utilized with either The Babadook or The Shining. 
Student Directions:  

What is so special about the mask??? 

For your essay on William Golding’s Lord of the Flies and The Dark Knight (directed by 
Christopher Nolan) you will be analyzing the use of the mask as a literary device. Both the 

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/43997/the-rime-of-the-ancient-mariner-text-of-1834
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/43997/the-rime-of-the-ancient-mariner-text-of-1834
http://www.yoanaj.co.il/uploadimages/userfiles/352.pdf
https://www.schooltube.com/video/d6cf15239c8e4b5a91c1/Lord%20of%20the%20Flies%20Audiobook%20Chapter%201
https://www.schooltube.com/video/d6cf15239c8e4b5a91c1/Lord%20of%20the%20Flies%20Audiobook%20Chapter%201
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movie and the novel present a view of human nature, and how human beings act and react 
to things.  They show what people are like when they are attempting to act civilized, and how 
their actions change when they believe themselves to be unrecognizable. 
  
For your essay, you will analyze the way the boys act and react both in their natural 
(unmasked) states and when masked, and how Batman is as Bruce Wayne versus as the 
Caped Crusader. 
  
 Choose at least 2 of these to write about in your essay: 
·         In which ways do the masks hide the wearer’s personality? 

·         In which ways do the masks reveal the wearer’s personalities? 

·         In which ways might the mask be magnifying the wearer’s true personality? 

·         What freedoms does the mask provide to the wearer? 

·         What does a mask represent symbolically? 

Your essay must contain at least 1 direct quote from Lord of the Flies in each body 
paragraph for support! 
 

This is a formal essay. For full credit, you will be expected to: 
 use appropriate vocabulary, grammar, and spelling 
 organize your writing with a clear thesis and using supporting evidence: you must 

support your analysis with evidence from the text or film! 
 draw conclusions from the text 
 demonstrate insightful understanding of the main ideas conveyed in text 
 draw inferences (analyze what you have read) 
 make conclusions/judgments 
 show that you understand the novel as a whole 
 Follow MLA format, including a Works Cited page 

 

You are looking to analyze symbolic connections, character connections, and plot 
connections. Each body paragraph will include quotes, specific examples, and insightful 
analysis.  

The Beast Within 

In a well-organized essay with a clear and strong thesis, you will analyze similarities between 
William Golding’s novel, Lord of the Flies, and either Stanley Kubrick’s The Shining or Jennifer 
Kent’s film The Babadook. Both the movies and the novel present a view of human nature, 
and how human beings act and react to things. Your essay should focuses in some way on 
human nature and the concept of “the beast.” You will complete an outline and will be 
allowed to utilize that outline during the essay. You may also utilize your character chart for 
the film. You will NOT be allowed to use your book; all of your quotes should already be 
found and written on your outline. 
Your essay must contain at least 1 direct quote from Lord of the Flies in each body 
paragraph for support! 
 

This is a formal essay. For full credit, you will be expected to: 
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 use appropriate vocabulary, grammar, and spelling 
 organize your writing with a clear thesis and using supporting evidence: you must 

support your analysis with evidence from the text or film! 
 draw conclusions from the text 
 demonstrate insightful understanding of the main ideas conveyed in text 
 draw inferences (analyze what you have read) 
 make conclusions/judgments 
 show that you understand the novel as a whole 
 Follow MLA format, including a Works Cited page 

 

You are looking to analyze symbolic connections, character connections, and plot 
connections. Each body paragraph will include quotes, specific examples, and insightful 
analysis.  

 

Revision History 

 

Revision Date 

 

Explanation of the change(s) made to the document 
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What is so special about the mask??? 

For your essay on William Golding’s Lord of the Flies and The Dark Knight (directed by 
Christopher Nolan) you will be analyzing the use of the mask as a literary device. Both the 
movie and the novel present a view of human nature, and how human beings act and react to 
things.  They show what people are like when they are attempting to act civilized, and how 
their actions change when they believe themselves to be unrecognizable. 
  
For your essay, you will analyze the way the boys act and react both in their natural (unmasked) 
states and when masked, and how Batman is as Bruce Wayne versus as the Caped Crusader. 
  
 Choose at least 2 of these to write about in your essay: 
·         In which ways do the masks hide the wearer’s personality? 

·         In which ways do the masks reveal the wearer’s personalities? 

·         In which ways might the mask be magnifying the wearer’s true personality? 

·         What freedoms does the mask provide to the wearer? 

·         What does a mask represent symbolically? 
 

Your essay must contain at least 1 direct quote from Lord of the Flies in each body paragraph 
for support! 
 

This is a formal essay. For full credit, you will be expected to: 
 use appropriate vocabulary, grammar, and spelling 
 organize your writing with a clear thesis and using supporting evidence: you must 

support your analysis with evidence from the text or film! 
 draw conclusions from the text 
 demonstrate insightful understanding of the main ideas conveyed in text 
 draw inferences (analyze what you have read) 
 make conclusions/judgments 
 show that you understand the novel as a whole 
 Follow MLA format, including a Works Cited page 

 

You are looking to analyze symbolic connections, character connections, and plot 
connections. Each body paragraph will include quotes, specific examples, and insightful 
analysis.  
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The Beast Within 

 

In a well-organized essay with a clear and strong thesis, you will analyze similarities between 
William Golding’s novel, Lord of the Flies, and either Stanley Kubrick’s The Shining or Jennifer 
Kent’s film The Babadook. Both the movies and the novel present a view of human nature, and 
how human beings act and react to things. Your essay should focuses in some way on human 
nature and the concept of “the beast.” You will complete an outline and will be allowed to 
utilize that outline during the essay. You may also utilize your character chart for the film. You 
will NOT be allowed to use your book; all of your quotes should already be found and written 
on your outline. 
Your essay must contain at least 1 direct quote from Lord of the Flies in each body paragraph 
for support! 
 

This is a formal essay. For full credit, you will be expected to: 
 use appropriate vocabulary, grammar, and spelling 
 organize your writing with a clear thesis and using supporting evidence: you must 

support your analysis with evidence from the text or film! 
 draw conclusions from the text 
 demonstrate insightful understanding of the main ideas conveyed in text 
 draw inferences (analyze what you have read) 
 make conclusions/judgments 
 show that you understand the novel as a whole 
 Follow MLA format, including a Works Cited page 

 

You are looking to analyze symbolic connections, character connections, and plot 
connections. Each body paragraph will include quotes, specific examples, and insightful 

analysis.  
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UNIT 2 ORGANIZER -  Moral Ambiguity 
 

Grade/Subject English 12: Film and Literature 

Unit Title Moral Ambiguity 

Overview of 
Unit 

This unit looks at a variety of moral and ethical dilemmas, as they are 
portrayed in both film and literature. Works will include sports, war, and 
societal selections where characters often make choices where “right” and 
“wrong” are not clearly defined. 

Pacing/Duration 10-12 weeks 

 

Background Information for the Teacher 

Unit Rationale:  Moral ambiguity is a timeless issue, and presents itself in decision making 
throughout many aspects of life. Very rarely in life are choices in situations absolutely wrong 
or absolutely right.  More often than not, there are “gray areas” in the decisions that people 
must make; those ambiguities are frequently moral or ethical in nature, and as such they are 
subjective.  
 

 Key Learning/Big Ideas: The Common Core Standards require that 12th grade 
students write analytical and explanatory pieces that convey complex ideas and 
concepts in an organized manner. In this performance task, students have their 
choice of a variety of texts through which they will practice both literary analysis of a 
complex topic and organized writing. Throughout the process students will be 
analyzing multiple interpretations of a Shakespearean play, which is also required in 

the 11-12 standards.   
 

Why is this learning relevant/important (including connections to previous topics/units, 
etc.)? 

 Pre-Unit Connections: This performance task connects thematically to the other units 
in the course, where an emphasis on human nature is important in the analysis and 
evaluation of theme.  

 

 

Essential Questions  

See excerpt: http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/109004/chapters/What-Makes-a-
Question-Essential%A2.aspx  

 Do moral dilemmas stem from different sources of value? 
 To what extent do we learn these ideas of right wrong from our environment, and to what 

extent is this morality intrinsic? 

http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/109004/chapters/What-Makes-a-Question-Essential%A2.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/109004/chapters/What-Makes-a-Question-Essential%A2.aspx


Page 14 of 34 

 

Applicable Content Standards: 

 RL: 11-12.1, 11-12.2, 11-12.3, 11-12.4, 11-12.5, 11-12.9 
 W: 11-12.1, 11-12.2, 11-12.4, 11-12.5, 11-12.6 
 SL: 11-12.1, 11-12.4 

 

Academic Vocabulary 

 ambiguity 
 moral 
 ethical 
 dilemma  

 

21st Century Competencies 

*Delete the ones not in unit  
 

 Critical Thinking 
 Accessing and Analyzing Information 
 Communication and Collaboration 
 Creativity and Innovation 
 Initiative, Self-Direction and Accountability 

 

 

UNDERSTAND 

Big ideas, generalizations, principles, concepts, ideas that transfer across situations and 
throughout the unit 

Students will understand that: 
 There are often no purely right answers in life, and decisions must be made according 

to the concept of “the lesser of two evils.” 
 People are complex, and neither wholly good nor wholly bad. 
 Quality writing is completed in stages. 
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Possible Student Misconceptions for this Unit - (If needed) 

Students may believe that: 

 There are always right and wrong answers. 
 A character must be a hero or a villain. 

 

Possible Lessons/Suggested Learning Activities 

Input at least three lessons/learning activities that are current and applicable to this unit 

In order to learn/understand how 
to...: 
(Identified in previous section titled 
“Understand”) 

Students might: 
(List learning activities below) 

Grasp the concept that people are 
neither wholly good nor wholly bad 

 Complete a mini-unit of films based on the 
modern concept of the antihero 

 Work in groups evaluating the decisions and 
actions made by a character who fits this 
model 

 Complete writing activities analyzing 
antiheroic characters 

Often choices in life must be made 
based on the deciding between the 
lesser of two evils 

Students will study two different versions of the 
same essential story: 

 They will debate the moral and ethical 
decisions made by complex characters 

 They will analyze and evaluate the differing 
modes in telling the same story, judging on 
effectiveness and supporting their judgments 

That the key to organized and 
effective writing is the preplanning 
and prewriting processes 

 Create a thesis 
 Organize using an guided outline 
 Write a rough draft 
 Peer edit 
 Complete a final draft 

 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Subject: 
 

Summary of the Connection: 

Philosophy 

 

Moral ambiguity is the basis of much philosophical debate. 
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Psychology 

 

Psychological analysis of character motivation is a part of judging and 
evaluating characters. 

 

Anchor Texts & Suggested Texts 

Text Title Author Brief Synopsis 

Rita Hayworth 
and the 
Shawshank 
Redemption 

Stephen King King’s novella follows the life of Andy Dufresne, 
wrongly convicted of the premeditated murder of his 
wife and her lover, through the eyes of his prison 
friend, Red. 

Text Title Author Brief Synopsis 

The Shawshank 
Redemption 

Directed by 
Frank Darabont 

The film version of King’s novella, following the same 
essential plot but with some noticeable changes, both 
in characterization and in redemptive themes. 

Text Title Author Brief Synopsis 

Hamlet 
William 

Shakespeare 

The titular character struggles with multiple moral 
dilemmas that all stem from his knowledge that his 
uncle killed his father and married his mother. 

Text Title Author Brief Synopsis 

The Lion King 

Directed by Rob 
Minkoff and 
Roger Allers 

Disney’s cartoon version of Shakespeare’s Hamlet 
substitutes lions in the jungle for their human 
counterparts, and uses an entirely different mode for 
presenting Hamlet’s dilemma. 

Text Title Author Brief Synopsis 

The Departed 
Directed by 

Martin Scorcese 

This film presents multiple characters who fit the mode 
of the antihero archetype, presenting people who do 
the wrong thing for the right reasons in a quest for 
morality in the underworld of organized crime in 
Boston. 

Text Title Author Brief Synopsis 

One Flew Over 
the Cuckoo’s 

Nest 

Directed by 
Milos Foreman 

Foreman’s film version of Ken Kesey’s novel removes 
the narration of the paranoid schizophrenic Chief 
Bromden in favor of omniscient narration, but tells the 
tale of the antiheroic R.P. McMurphy, who enters a 
mental ward as a con man looking to alleviate his 
sentence and instead becomes a savior figure for the 
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emasculated and dehumanized inmates in their quest 
for autonomy in the matriarchal clutches of Nurse 
Ratched. 

Text Title Author Brief Synopsis 

The Boondock 
Saints 

Directed by 
Troy Duffy 

Much like The Departed, this film also presents multiple 
characters in a similar setting who fit the mode of the 
antihero archetype, but the quest for morality has 
religious overtones and examines the trope of 
vigilantism. 

Text Title Author Brief Synopsis 

 

Additional Resources & Supplemental Texts 

  Prezi on character motivations and archetypal characters: 
http://prezi.com/puxf8hqk4dj8/?utm_campaign=share&utm_medium=copy&rc=ex
0share 

 Side-by-side translation of Hamlet:  http://nfs.sparknotes.com/hamlet 
 http://hamletguide.com/pdf/glencoestudyguide.pdf 

  

Unit Assessment(s): 

List and describe the ways in which you assess student understanding throughout the Unit: 
 Reading check quizzes 
 Interactive group activities designed to gauge understanding 
 Comparative analysis prompt at the end of the unit 

 

Performance Task: At least one Unit must contain a Performance Task Assessment 

Performance Task Overview: 
 Students will be analyzing a film or text in which a morally ambiguous character faces a 
dilemma in which there are not obviously correct responses.  They will be analyzing the 
character’s motivations and evaluating the character’s actions, using support from the text. 
This is an informal essay, and may be used as part of the midterm exam. 
 

Student Directions:  
Moral Ambiguity… 

Morally ambiguous characters are often characters whose behavior discourages readers from 
identifying them as purely evil or purely good and, particularly in the modern era, they are 
often at the heart of many works of literature.  Sometimes these characters can be described 
as antiheroic (you may use your notes here), but often they truly defy categorization.  Their 

http://prezi.com/puxf8hqk4dj8/?utm_campaign=share&utm_medium=copy&rc=ex0share
http://prezi.com/puxf8hqk4dj8/?utm_campaign=share&utm_medium=copy&rc=ex0share
http://nfs.sparknotes.com/hamlet
http://hamletguide.com/pdf/glencoestudyguide.pdf
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decision-making is often reflective of this mix of good and bad, and this makes both these 
characters and their actions unpredictable.  
Choose a novel, play, or film from this unit in which a morally ambiguous character plays a 
pivotal role. Then write an essay in which you explain how the character can be viewed as 
morally ambiguous and why his or her moral ambiguity is significant to the work as a whole. 
This is an informal essay, but you had time to prepare for it.  You may use your character 
charts and notes.  You are expected to have an introduction with a thesis statement, body 
paragraphs, and a complete conclusion.  All of your body paragraphs need textual support, 
and all quotes need proper citations. 

 

Revision History 

 

Revision Date 

 

Explanation of the change(s) made to the document 
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UNIT 3 ORGANIZER -  Pop Culture Classics and the Monomyth 
 

Grade/Subject 12/English Film and Literature 

Unit Title Pop Culture Classics and the Monomyth 

Overview of 
Unit 

This unit examines the enduring popularity of some films that are 
considered American “classics,” and the way in which many of them portray 
the monomyth, or hero’s journey.   

Pacing/Duration 11-13 weeks 

 

Background Information for the Teacher 

Unit Rationale: Certain films over time have become classics, and many of those have 
become ingrained in American pop culture.  There are many reasons for this, including the 
presence of the archetypal monomyth, ingenuity and originality, and perfect 
casting.  Students will learn about the hero’s journey and choose a film to research and use 
this research to analyze why its popularity has endured when so many others have faded.  
 

 Key Learning/Big Ideas: Conducting and analyzing research is an important post-
secondary skill, whether students further their education or enter the workforce.  The 
Common Core stresses the importance of conducting sustained research and 
evaluating sources, and then using research to support analyses.   

 

Why is this learning relevant/important (including connections to previous topics/units, 
etc.)? 

 

 Pre-Unit Connections: Students in grades 9-11 have been working on identifying and 
analyzing literary themes.  While other units in this course build upon this skill in 
other ways, this unit adds a research component: it encourages students to examine 
the ways in which these themes are successfully developed by conducting sustained 
research and presenting their analyses in an objective and formal manner. 

 

Essential Questions  

See excerpt: http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/109004/chapters/What-Makes-a-
Question-Essential%A2.aspx  

 What is the relationship between primary and secondary source material? 
 What is pop culture, and why does it exist? 
 What are the elements of a “classic”? 
 How is the Monomyth a universal concept?  

 

http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/109004/chapters/What-Makes-a-Question-Essential%A2.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/109004/chapters/What-Makes-a-Question-Essential%A2.aspx
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Applicable Content Standards: 

 RI: 11-12.1, 11-12.2, 11-12.3, 11-12.4, 11-12.7, 11-12.8, 11-12.9 
 W: 11-12.1, 11-12.4, 11-12.5, 11-12.7, 11-12.8, 11-12.9 
 SL: 11-12.1, 11-12.2, 11-12.3 
 L: 11-12.1, 11-12.2, 11-12.3, 11-12.4, 11-12.5, 11-12.6 

 

Academic Vocabulary 

 Pop Culture 
 Monomyth 
 Classic 
 Primary and Secondary Sources 

 

21st Century Competencies 

*Delete the ones not in unit  
 Critical Thinking 
 Accessing and Analyzing Information 
 Communication and Collaboration 
 Creativity and Innovation 
 Initiative, Self-Direction and Accountability 
 Citizenship and Responsibility 

 

 

UNDERSTAND 

Big ideas, generalizations, principles, concepts, ideas that transfer across situations and 
throughout the unit 

 

Students will understand that: 
 While Joseph Campbell’s concept of the Monomyth is considered a theory, there are 

elements of storytelling that area archetypal in nature and common to most works. 
 Research is an important component of secondary and post-secondary education, 

and an important life-skill; it is important, however, to abide by ethical norms when 
utilizing it. 

 Writing a research paper requires a balance of primary and secondary evidence, and 
being organized as a thinker and writer is important in the process. 
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Possible Student Misconceptions for this Unit - (If needed) 

Students may believe that: 

 If they rephrase material from a source, it is not plagiarism. 
 Plagiarism does not hurt anyone, and is “no big deal.” 
 Everything on the internet is true. 

 

Possible Lessons/Suggested Learning Activities 

Input at least three lessons/learning activities that are current and applicable to this unit 

In order to 
learn/understand how 
to...: 
(Identified in previous 
section titled 
“Understand”) 

Students might: 
(List learning activities below) 

Identify and analyze the 
Monomyth in literature 
and film 

 Students will learn about the Monomyth (see link for 
prezi on background notes and application link to Happy 
Gilmore) 

 Students will participate in groups identifying the 
Monomyth in films they have seen and provided 
children’s stories 

 Students will analyze a film from this unit for three 
elements of the Monomyth, and support and defend 
their analyses 

Research a primary 
source 

 Interactive lessons on completing research will be 
presented by the Library-Media Specialist 

 Interactive classroom lessons on the utilization of 
secondary support and ethical norms (including 
independent assignments that allow students to practice 
identifying plagiarism) should be completed prior to 
students’ researching. 

Write an organized and 
balanced research paper 

 Participate in an interactive presentation where the 
purpose and steps of writing are outlined, explained, and 
delineated (sample ppt in folder). 

 Utilize a structured outline that guides students before 
they write (sample provided in folder). 
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Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Subject: 
 

Summary of the Connection: 

Psychology 

 

The analysis of literary archetypes stems from the theories of both Freud and 
Jung. 

Social 
Studies 

Science 

The norms of ethical research and writing are not limited to English; these 
skills are transferable to all college writing. 

 

Anchor Texts & Suggested Texts 

Text Title Author Brief Synopsis 

The Body 
By Stephen 

King 

This novella, upon which the film Stand by Me is based, is a 
coming of age story that follows four young adolescent boys 
as they undertake a journey to find a dead body; it works 
well as an example of the Monomyth in literature. 

Text Title Author Brief Synopsis 

Psycho Directed by 
Alfred 
Hitchcock 

Hitchcock’s classic tale of Norman Bates and his mother has 
inspired multiple other works, and is iconic in pop culture.  It 
is an approachable choice for the research paper in that the 
plot, while suspenseful, is easy to follow and it only has a few 
major characters. 

Star Wars: A 
New Hope 

Directed by 
George Lucas 

Star Wars is an excellent example of the Monomyth, 
following its hero, Luke Skywalker, as he discovers his 
journey and undertakes his charge to fit for good a long time 
ago in a galaxy far, far away.  It is a pop culture classic, and 
appeals to students who enjoy mythology and science 
fiction. 

Text Title Author Brief Synopsis 

The Silence 
of the 
Lambs 

Directed by 
Jonathan 
Demme 

Demme’s seminal film still unsettles audiences over twenty 
years after its release.  Its iconic Hannibal Lecter is constantly 
alluded to in pop culture, its hero follows the Monomyth in a 
quest to destroy evil, and it provides psychological and 
societal issues for students to research and explore, including 
transphobia and feminism. 
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Text Title Author Brief Synopsis 

Princess 
Mononoke 

Directed by 
Hayao 
Miyazaki 

This film is a classic of Japanese anime, and follows a young 
prince’s journey of self-discovery, where he is torn between 
a struggle between the gods of the forest and the men who 
raid and destroy it; it also follows the Monomyth, and 
appeals to students who enjoy animation and fantasy. 

Text Title Author Brief Synopsis 

The Natural 
Directed by 
Barry Levinson 

Roy Hobbs is a traditional hero, with prodigious strength and 
athletic talent, who must overcome unexpected adversity in 
his quest for greatness.  This film also follows the Monomyth 
and is a pop culture classic. 

The 
Godfather 

Directed by 
Francis Ford 
Coppola 

Coppola’s mob masterpiece is bolstered by unforgettable 
performances by Marlon Brando and Al Pacino. This film is a 
constant in pop culture allusions, and in a dark and morally 
ambiguous way, can also be analyzed for the Monomyth, 
providing rich discussion and debate as to whether or not 
Michael Corleone’s development can be supported as 
“heroic.” 

Text Title Author Brief Synopsis 

Little Miss 
Sunshine 

Directed by 
Jonathan 

Dayton and 
Valerie Faris 

Olive Hoover has one dream: to compete in the Little Miss 
Sunshine pageant.  The contest is held across the country in 
California, however, so her family piles into their dilapidated 
VW bus and sets off on a cross country quest that evolves 
into a hero’s journey for young Olive. 

Text Title Author Brief Synopsis 

The Princess 
Bride 

Directed by 
Rob Reiner 

Reiner’s adaptation of Goldman’s beloved novel follows the 
love story of Westley and Buttercup, and the challenges they 
must endure to be together.  Westley’s journey follows the 
classic Monomyth, but Buttercup’s journey can also be 
studied as befitting the title of “heroic.” 

 

Additional Resources & Supplemental Texts 

 

 Background notes on the Monomyth and film: 
http://prezi.com/dtcm2bywtqbn/?utm_campaign=share&utm_medium=copy&rc=e
x0share 

http://prezi.com/dtcm2bywtqbn/?utm_campaign=share&utm_medium=copy&rc=ex0share
http://prezi.com/dtcm2bywtqbn/?utm_campaign=share&utm_medium=copy&rc=ex0share
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Unit Assessment(s): 

 

List and describe the ways in which you assess student understanding throughout the Unit: 
 Students will take periodic quizzes on their understanding of the films 
 Class discussion of plot, characterization, and theme development (both as a whole 

class and in group activities) will help guide instruction and reveal students’ 
misunderstandings as they develop deeper understandings 

  The research paper process has built-in places to check student understanding  
 

Performance Task: At least one Unit must contain a Performance Task Assessment 

Performance Task Overview: 
 *** Although it is the teacher’s choice of 4 films for this unit, at least one must be 
representative of the monomyth.  Those films include The Natural, Star Wars, The Princess 
Bride, Little Miss Sunshine, and Princess Mononoke. 
This is a researched-based argument, and requires students to demonstrate both 
understanding of the movie’s characters, plot, and themes, and to utilize academic databases 
to find expert support for their analyses. 
Student Directions: Choose a classic film from the list below to analyze. These films are 
considered classics for different reasons, and are the films that helped define the decade in 
which they were released, or were groundbreaking in some way. 
Your research paper will answer the following questions: 
The argument you will be making should address the following question: 
     Does this movie deserve its elevated status in American culture? 

       Why is the film considered a classic, groundbreaking, or important? 

       What is it about this movie that has transcended popularity? What has enabled it to 
become a defining film from its era, and a part of the collective pop-culture of America? 

Your first task will be to create a thesis statement (claim) that answers this 
question.  Through watching the film and seeing what experts say about it, you will decide 
what was makes this film “classic,” why it has influenced future films and pop culture in 
general, and ultimately if it deserves its status as a “must-see” classic. 

Much of this will begin with your analysis of the film after watching it: 
Why do you think it is good, based on your analytical observation?  

You are going to need good notes on the film. Pay attention to details like dialogue, color 
imagery, symbolism, style, characterization, etc.  Make notes because you will need to use 
examples from the film in creating the argument about why the film is good.  Remember, the 
film is your primary source, and the research is what you use to prove your argument.  Your 
argument must be based on analysis; it CANNOT be just a list of facts about the film. Do not 
rely on memory to write the research paper. 
 

You will then look at what the “experts” say about your film, and use that research to prove 
your thesis.  You will need to research the databases to find experts who have analyzed the 
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classic elements of these films that you have outlined in your thesis, and use their expert 
analysis to support your own.  This MUST be done through the proper use of in-text citations. 
PLAGIARISM WILL AUTOMATICALLY RESULT IN A GRADE OF “0,” AND YOU WILL NOT BE 
ABLE TO RE-DO PLAGIARIZED ESSAYS, SO DO YOUR OWN WORK, AND GIVE CREDIT TO 
OTHERS IF YOU ARE USING THEIR IDEAS OR ANALYSIS. 

Requirements: The paper must be 3-4 pages in length and follow MLA format. You must use 
a minimum of two secondary sources and one primary source (the film) in your analysis. 
Wikipedia is not a source.  Your sources must be academic. 
The movies we have watched include: 
 

 

Revision History 

 

Revision Date 

 

Explanation of the change(s) made to the document 
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UNIT 4 ORGANIZER -  Trauma and the Human Condition 
 

Grade/Subject 12/Film and Literature 

Unit Title Trauma and the Human Condition 

Overview of 
Unit 

The focus of this unit is on the effects of trauma, and the ways in which 
various writers and filmmakers incorporate themes related to trauma in 
different genres.  This unit culminates in a comparative analysis of the 
anchor text, Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World, and a film of each student’s 
choice, where the comparison is thematically connected to trauma. 

Pacing/Duration 11-12 weeks 

 

Background Information for the Teacher 

Unit Rationale: In the 1950s, noted poet and literary critic T.S. Eliot asserted that “the 
remarkable thing about TV is that it permits several million people to laugh at the same joke - 
and still feel lonely,” and the modern world has become increasingly connected-yet-isolated 
with further advances in technology.  Many educational and psychological theorists have 
argued that, because of these developments, it has become increasingly difficult for young 
people to develop and understand the concept of empathy.  The focus of this unit is an 
exposure to various films and literary selections that depict the effects of trauma, and the 
various reactions the demonstrate the range of human reactions, both inherent and 
conditioned. 
 

 Key Learning/Big Ideas: The Common Core stresses the importance of determining 
and analyzing theme in both like and unlike literature through a focus on the use of 
language, ideas, and interpretation, and in students being able to demonstrate these 
skills on a variety of complex texts.  This unit looks at multiple texts from various 
genres, and prompts students to make inferences regarding a common theme 
through the study of author’s craft. 

 

Why is this learning relevant/important (including connections to previous topics/units, 
etc.)? 

 

 Pre-Unit Connections: The study of the understanding of human nature, and the ways 
in which it is demonstrated through various works of art, is a primary thematic focus 
of this class.  This overarching theme is developed throughout the course through the 
study of various aspects of human nature, human development, and human society 
as they are depicted in works of literature and film, and the effects of trauma are a 
necessary component in developing a higher and deeper understanding. 
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Essential Questions  

See excerpt: http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/109004/chapters/What-Makes-a-
Question-Essential%A2.aspx  

 How does trauma affect people’s outlook and actions? 
 How do people react to those who have suffered trauma? 
 How is trauma a universal experience? 

 

Applicable Content Standards: 

 RL: 11-12.1, 11-12.2, 11-12.3, 11-12.4, 11-12.5, 11-12.6, 11-12.10 
 W: 11-12.1, 11-12.4, 11-12.5, 11-12.6, 11-12.9, 11-12.10 
 SL: SL.11-12.1, SL.11-12.4. SL.11-12.5, SL.11-12.6 

 

Academic Vocabulary 

 Dystopia 
 Misogyny 
 Bias 

 

21st Century Competencies 

 

*Delete the ones not in unit  
 

 Problem Solving and Critical Thinking 
 Accessing and Analyzing Information 
 Communication and Collaboration 
 Creativity and Innovation 
 Initiative, Self-Direction and Accountability 
 Citizenship and Responsibility 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/109004/chapters/What-Makes-a-Question-Essential%A2.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/109004/chapters/What-Makes-a-Question-Essential%A2.aspx
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UNDERSTAND 

Big ideas, generalizations, principles, concepts, ideas that transfer across situations and 
throughout the unit 

 

Students will understand that: 
 Writers and artists can utilize common themes and human experiences to create a 

variety of different works. 
 All human beings will experience some type of trauma in their lives, and will interact 

with those who are experiencing or have experienced trauma. 
 Writing about a common theme or experience is a skill that requires focus and 

organization. 
 

 

Possible Student Misconceptions for this Unit - (If needed) 

Students may believe that: 

 They are alone in their struggles to deal with traumatic experiences. 
 They must write a paper about a text or movie, rather than on a common theme. 

 

Possible Lessons/Suggested Learning Activities 

Input at least three lessons/learning activities that are current and applicable to this unit 

In order to 
learn/understand how 
to...: 
(Identified in previous 
section titled 
“Understand”) 

Students might: 
(List learning activities below) 

Identify and analyze 
common theme(s) across 
genres 

 Work together in focus groups that identify and/or 
analyze theme in small works (songs, poems, etc.) 

 Participate in socratic seminars where the students lead 
the discussion and analyze specific elements of a literary 
text or film 

Universal human 
experiences and reactions 

 Students will watch films depicting trauma in various 
ways, and discuss and analyze the various effects it has 
on character development, and ultimately on thematic 
development. 
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 Students will complete mini-writing assignments on 
prompts that ask them to reflect on specific aspects of 
the films and readings. 

How human beings often 
dehumanize those who 
are different 

 Students will complete journals before and after watching 
Crash that address their awareness of bias and racism, 
their ability to understand developing themes in the film, 
and their understanding of the concept of empathy. 

 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Subject: 
 

Summary of the Connection: 

Psychology/Sociology 

 

The study of the psychological effects of trauma connects to the 
psychology curriculum. 

Biology 

 

Many of these works address the physical causes and effects of 
trauma. 

 

Anchor Texts & Suggested Texts 

Text Title Author Brief Synopsis 

Brave New 
World 

Aldous 
Huxley 

This dystopian novel focuses on the traumatic effects of a 
desensitized world on a character who  

Text Title Author Brief Synopsis 

Brian’s Song William Blinn This play examines the changing dynamic in the relationship 
of two professional football players when one is diagnosed 
with terminal cancer. 

Text Title Author Brief Synopsis 

Platoon 
Directed by 
Oliver Stone 

This film depicts the loss of innocence that comes with 
sending young men to war, and the results of the trauma of 
war. 

Text Title Author Brief Synopsis 

Full Metal 
Jacket 

Directed by 
Stanley 
Kubrick 

This film is set during the Vietnam War, and follows the 
experience of a young, educated man as a soldier. 
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Text Title Author Brief Synopsis 

Apocalypse 
Now 

Directed by 
Francis Ford 

Coppola 

This film is set during the Vietnam War, where a Colonel has 
gone insane and has moved into the jungle and amassed his 
own enemy army, who view him as a god of sorts.  A battle 
ensues between the American soldiers who are sent in to 
terminate him and his own army, and the traumatic effects 
of war run throughout the film. 

Text Title Author Brief Synopsis 

Crash 
Directed by 
Paul Haggis 

This film follows numerous characters from various racial 
and ethnic groups as they maneuver the inherent trauma 
caused by the misogyny, racism, and bias present in modern 
America. 

Text Title Author Brief Synopsis 

Good Will 
Hunting 

Directed by 
Gus van Sant 

This film follows the life of Will Hunting, a brilliant but 
damaged young man, as he attempts to come to term with 
the abuse he has experienced and his intellectual gifts. 

Text Title Author Brief Synopsis 

Seven 

Directed by 
David 

Fincher 

This film follows two NYC detectives as they hunt for a serial 
killer, and ends with one experiencing a horribly traumatic 

experience that forever affects them both. 

Mystic River 
Directed by 

Clint 
Eastwood 

This film chronicles the lives of three childhood friends who 
drifted apart after one was kidnapped and raped.  They are 
brought together as adults because of the murder of one 
man’s daughter, and both old and new traumatic 
experiences reveal that old wounds run deep. 

Text Title Author Brief Synopsis 

“My Parents’ 
Bedroom” 

Uwem 
Akpan 

Trauma and its effects are examined in this tale of the 
Rwandan genocide.  Nine-year-old Monique and her baby 
brother, Jean, are the children of a Hutu father and a Tutsi 

mother.  Their father is given an unfathomable choice: either 
he must kill his wife, or watch his entire family be butchered 
in front of him.  Monique must endure her own trauma and 
witness the atrocities of war and genocide, attempting to 

process all she sees and experiences. 
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Text Title Author Brief Synopsis 

“In Vietnam 
They Had 
Whores” 

Phil Klay This story takes place during the war in Iraq, and a father is 
telling his son stories about his own experience in the 
Vietnam War. 

 

Additional Resources & Supplemental Texts 

 

 Brave New World online text (can be linked to Google classroom): 
https://archive.org/stream/ost-english-
brave_new_world_aldous_huxley/Brave_New_World_Aldous_Huxley_djvu.txt 

 Brian’s Song online text: http://www.worldcat.org/title/brians-song-
screenplay/oclc/232846043 

 “My Parents’ Bedroom” online text: 
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2006/06/12/my-parents-bedroom 

  

Unit Assessment(s): 

List and describe the ways in which you assess student understanding throughout the Unit: 
 Group discussions and socratic seminars will demonstrate students’ understandings 

and gaps. 
 Periodic tests and quizzes will drive instruction and help to gauge students’ 

understanding. 
 Worksheets and graphic organizers will be used to guide students in identifying key 

concepts and organizing their analyses. 
 Entrance/Exit slips will be used to gauge students’ understanding of key concepts.  
 The PT will demonstrate students’ ability to engage with multiple texts and organize 

their observations into a focused and incisive piece. 

 

Performance Task: At least one Unit must contain a Performance Task Assessment 

Performance Task Overview: This performance task is an in-class essay and a presentation. 
In the essay, students will analyze the main character from the anchor text, Brave New 
World, and from a work of their choice throughout the unit.  The focus of the prompt is on 
the effects of trauma, both on the person who experiences it and the person/people who 
must deal with its repercussions. 
For the presentation, students will create a visual representation (powerpoint, prezi, etc.) of 
their chosen work, and how trauma played a prominent role in the film.  This project should 
contain properly-cited research on any salient factors, including psychiatric and psychological 
conditions, facts relevant to war, etc. 
 

https://archive.org/stream/ost-english-brave_new_world_aldous_huxley/Brave_New_World_Aldous_Huxley_djvu.txt
https://archive.org/stream/ost-english-brave_new_world_aldous_huxley/Brave_New_World_Aldous_Huxley_djvu.txt
http://www.worldcat.org/title/brians-song-screenplay/oclc/232846043
http://www.worldcat.org/title/brians-song-screenplay/oclc/232846043
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2006/06/12/my-parents-bedroom
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Student Directions for Essay:  
Traumatic events cause physical, emotional, spiritual, and psychological harm. In the films 
and literary works we have studied throughout this unit, we have seen various characters 
experience trauma, and others try to deal with people who have been traumatized. 
In a well-organized essay with a clear thesis, analyze how traumatic experience has affected 
both John the Savage from Brave New World and another character from a work we have 
read or viewed in this unit. 
You should be examining how trauma has shaped each character’s development and moral 
foundation, and how it has impacted their relationships with others. Be sure and analyze if 
and how each character changes throughout the film, who or what impacts the character, 
and why.  If the character’s trauma greatly affects  
those around him or her, these effects may be incorporated into your analysis. 
You may utilize your character sheets for this essay. You may also organize your thoughts on 
the back of this sheet. 
This is an in-class essay, but you are expected to be prepared for it.  You should have your 
character sheets, a prepared and arguable thesis, and your outline (with properly-cited 
quotes on it). 
 

Student Directions for Presentation:  
We all read Brave New World, but for your essay you were allowed to choose from a range of 
works for comparison.  For your presentation, you will be using your second work and 
analyzing how trauma is depicted and utilized in it.  You will develop a multimedia 
presentation using PowerPoint, Prezi, or the like, fully demonstrating your ability to analyze 
your work for theme, and you will present your analysis to the class.  Your analysis should 
focus on the effects of trauma itself, but you should also be looking at the use of literary 
elements such as symbolism, imagery, allusions, and tone, and how they are used to develop 
the trauma within the film.  Your presentation also needs to incorporate critical research 
from the approved databases, providing support for any psychological and physical 
conditions and any other elements that require secondary sources (for example, specifics 
about a war or historical event).  
On the day of presentations, you will present your final product. The presentation will need 
to be approximately three to five minutes long.  A timer will be set, so be aware of the clock 
and rehearse your presentation.  As soon as the timer indicates five minutes have passed, 
you will be directed to conclude; you will be assessed on the material you are able to convey 
in the five minutes.  
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Revision History 

 

Revision Date 

 

Explanation of the change(s) made to the document 
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Not All Wounds Are Visible 
For Your Essay: 

 
Traumatic events cause physical, emotional, spiritual, and psychological harm. In the films and literary works we have 
studied throughout this unit, we have seen various characters experience trauma, and others try to deal with people 
who have been traumatized. 

 
In a well-organized essay with a clear thesis, analyze how traumatic experience has affected both John the Savage from 
Brave New World and another character from a work we have read or viewed in this unit. 

 
You should be examining how trauma has shaped each character’s development and moral foundation, and how it has 
impacted their relationships with others. Be sure and analyze if and how each character changes throughout the film, 
who or what impacts the character, and why.  If the character’s trauma greatly affects those around him or her, these 
effects may be incorporated into your analysis. 

 
You may utilize your character sheets for this essay. You may also organize your thoughts on the back of this sheet. 

 
This is an in-class essay, but you are expected to be prepared for it.  You should have your character sheets, a prepared 
and arguable thesis, and your outline (with properly-cited quotes on it). 

 
For Your Presentation:  

 
 We all read Brave New World, but for your essay you were allowed to choose from a range of works for 
comparison.  For your presentation, you will be using your second work and analyzing how trauma is depicted and 
utilized in it.  You will develop a multimedia presentation using PowerPoint, Prezi, or the like, fully demonstrating your 
ability to analyze your work for theme, and you will present your analysis to the class.  Your analysis should focus on the 
effects of trauma itself, but you should also be looking at the use of literary elements such as symbolism, imagery, 
allusions, and tone, and how they are used to develop the trauma within the film.  Your presentation also needs to 
incorporate critical research from the approved databases, providing support for any psychological and physical 
conditions and any other elements that require secondary sources (for example, specifics about a war or historical 
event).  

 
On the day of presentations, you will present your final product. The presentation will need to be approximately three to 
five minutes long.  A timer will be set, so be aware of the clock and rehearse your presentation.  As soon as the timer 
indicates five minutes have passed, you will be directed to conclude; you will be assessed on the material you are able to 
convey in the five minutes.   

 

 
 


