
Blacker’s Bulletin #24 

Khan Academy: This week in math we will be working on finding the perimeter of 

shapes. Let me know if you are having any trouble connecting with our 

classroom on Khan Academy. 
 

Distance Learning Packets: Our packets this week include a Reading Menu, 

cursive practice pages, a graphic organizer for practicing the reading focus skill, 

a leveled reader, a Daze passage and a vocabulary practice page. Again this week, 

we will use the leveled reader for fluency practice and skill practice. 
 

Fluency Practice: This means repeated reading out loud of the first section of the 

text. Please read out loud with your student each day from the leveled reader, 

pages two through five. Repeated reading of the same passage builds reading 

fluency. 
 

Skill Practice: This week we are practicing identifying the sequence of events. 

This means that we are telling the time order in which events happen. Please 

support your student with completing the flow chart identifying events you find 

in the leveled reader. 

 

Homework 

1. Khan Academy math assignments 

2. Read leveled reader pages 2-5 each day out loud 

3. Finish leveled reader at least once 

4. Complete graphic organizer "Flow Chart: Sequence of Events" 

5. Reading Menu 29 

6. Daze #17 

7. Vocabulary Spelling City Lesson 23 assignments 

 - or - 

 Target Vocabulary practice page 

8. Cursive  

9. Read at least 20 minutes each day 
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�

Lowell and his family had just moved to 
Plattsville.  On the first day in his new home, 
Lowell looked for his stuffed bear.  “I can’t find 
Ursus,” he said to his parents.

“Aren’t you a little old to have a teddy bear?” 
asked Dad.

Lowell knew that his father didn’t like the 
bear, but Ursus had been Lowell’s best buddy for 
years.  Ursus brought Lowell good luck.

“Don’t worry.  He’ll turn up,” said Mom.  “We 
still have a lot of boxes to unpack.  He’s probably 
in one of them.”
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Nobody knew that Ursus was still in the 

moving van.  The little bear had fallen out of a box 

and was hidden under a thick pad.  Now the van 

was rumbling down the highway.  

The next day, the van made a new trip.  Ursus 

lay beside the furniture and boxes that had been 

loaded all around him.  Then, when the unloading 

was nearly done, a mover picked up the little bear.  

“He must have fallen out,” the mover said as 

he shoved Ursus into a large, round box.  The box 

was brought indoors and placed in a closet.






�

Weeks later, a woman opened the box 
and took out a hat.  She put the hat on her 
head and looked at herself in a mirror.  She 
stared at the little bear sitting on the brim 
of the hat.  A smile spread across her face.
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She read the bear’s nametag and said, “I don’t 

know how you managed to get here, Ursus.  But 

you have inspired me!”

The woman was Toppsburg’s most famous—

and most talented—clothing designer, Jewelann 

Darling.  She was currently planning her new line 

of children’s clothes.  

“I needed an idea.  Now I have one!” she said.  

Then she began sketching.

Jewelann Darling drew a jacket that looked 

like a teddy bear’s body.  Its hood was a teddy 

bear’s head.  She drew teddy bear buttons and 

teddy bear slippers.  As she worked, she talked to 

Ursus, showing him her sketches.  

“I have the loveliest idea for a teddy bear scarf, 

with a real teddy bear attached,” she told him.  

“It’s such a pleasure having you to inspire me!” 
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Jewelann Darling went shopping for fabrics.  

She wanted them to feel as soft as a teddy bear.  

So she took Ursus with her.  But on the trip back, 

Ursus fell out of a shopping bag.  He tumbled 

onto the street.

Jewelann Darling didn’t notice that Ursus was 

gone until she got home.  

“What a shame!” she said with sincere feeling.  

“I’ll miss our conversations.”





�

By that time, someone else had picked up 
Ursus.  Casey Throckleton was a pitcher for the 
Toppsburg Teddybears baseball team.  He knew 
that being a good pitcher depended on hard work 
and luck.  He always worked hard.  What he 
needed was luck.

So when Casey Throckleton saw a stuffed 
bear lying in the street, he stopped.  He picked 
it up.  “Hey, little Urs,” he said, reading the torn 
nametag.  “This must be my lucky day.” 





�

That night, just before the game, Casey 
Throckleton turned his lucky necklace 
backwards.  He checked to make sure he 
was wearing his lucky socks inside out.  He 
tapped Ursus on the head three times.  Then 
he jogged out to the field.




�

Casey threw his first pitch.  Strike!  His 
second.  Strike!  His third.  Strike!  Casey 
Throckleton pitched the whole game.  
Nobody on the other team even got a hit! 
In one game, Casey became the star of the 
Toppsburg Teddybears!

As the team cheered and celebrated, 
Casey Throckleton said to himself, “That 
Urs is a good-luck bear!” But when he 
looked for Ursus in the dugout, the little 
bear was gone.

Fans of the Toppsburg Teddybears 
always tossed stuffed bears onto the field 
when the team won.  When this exciting 
game ended, there were plenty of bears for 
the cleanup crew to gather, including the 
one in the dugout.  The crew sent the bears 
to a thrift shop that sold them and donated 
the money to people who needed help.
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Ursus sat among the other stuffed bears at 
the Good Neighbor Thrift Shop for a long time.  
Finally, a man picked him up.  Holding the bear 
in one hand, the man waved Ursus back and 
forth rapidly.  He read the torn nametag.  “Ur 
will do just fine,” he said as he paid the clerk.
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The man was Byron Leezling, a photographer 

who took pictures of pets.  Days later, Leezling 

was trying to take a photo of a pretty poodle 

named Chichi.

“Look at the bear, Chichi!” Leezling called to 

the poodle as he waved Ursus in the air.  Chichi 

seemed interested.  “That’s right, just look at the 

bear...  Work with me, Chichi...  Watch the teddy 

bear...  Very good!” Leezling said as he snapped 

one picture after another.  Then he placed Ursus 

on the ground.
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WHOOOOSH!  Just then, an eagle swooped 

down.  Leezling gave a shout of terror.  Chichi 

barked wildly.  The eagle snatched Ursus in 

its claws.  Leezling watched open-mouthed 

as the eagle carried the bear into the air and 

disappeared.

When Leezling caught his breath, he said, “I 

guess the bird thought the bear was a real animal.  

So long, little Ur!”
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The eagle landed on a high branch.  It quickly 
discovered that Ursus was not something to  
eat.  When the eagle flew off, Ursus fell onto a 
grassy field.

Ursus stayed hidden in the tall grass.  It 
rained, then snowed, then rained again.  One 
evening, a cat found him.  The cat, a very large 
tabby, managed to carry the bear in its mouth.  It 
brought Ursus through an open window into a 
basement.  It dropped Ursus behind a washing 
machine and ran off to look for mice.  
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The next day, a woman was putting some 

clothes in the washing machine.   “Well, look 

what’s here!” she said.

The woman called upstairs.  “Lowell, look!  

I found Ursus.”

Lowell bolted down the stairs.

“I thought you got rid of that bear,” said 

his father.

The surprise reunion made Lowell wonder.  

“He’s been down here all alone for a year?” he 

asked his parents.

Mom shrugged.  “I guess so,” she said.  “Poor 

bear.  He looks like something the cat dragged in.”

“Hey, Ursus,” said Lowell.  “Welcome to your 

new home.”
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Responding
TARGET SKILL   Sequence of Events 

What are the stops Ursus makes on his 
journey?  Copy the chart.  Write the stops in 
the order they happened.  Add more boxes 
if you need to.

Event
A mover puts Ursus in a hat box.

Event
?

Event
?

Text to Text  Think of another character you 
know who has to find the way home.  Write 
a paragraph describing how the character 
gets back home.

Write About It
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conversations
currently
inspired
loaded
loveliest

managed
pleasure
reunion
sincere
terror

TARGET VOCABULARY

TARGET SKILL   Sequence of Events  Tell the 
time order in which events happen.

TARGET STRATEGY   Analyze/Evaluate  Think 
about what you read.  Then form an opinion 
about it.

GENRE  A fantasy is a story that could not 
happen in real life.







K-5 PE
Week May 25th-29th

The physical activity log will allow you to record specific physical activities of your 
choosing throughout the week. The duration of these activities will count towards your 
weekly physical education minutes (30 minutes a day). Please use the physical activity 

log below or come up with one on your own. Write your activities and total 
minutes/hours every day. Examples of these activities can include biking, basketball, 

jumping on the trampoline, walks, runs, soccer, etc.

Physical Educa�on Ac�vity Log

Date Descrip�on of Ac�vity Dura�on


