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Current Member Districts: 

1. Belfry 
2. Blue Creek 
3. Bridger 
4. Broadview 
5. Canyon Creek 
6. Elder Grove 
7. Elysian 
8. Fromberg 
9. Independent 
10. Joliet 
11. Luther 
12. Molt 
13. Morin 
14. Pryor 
15. Red Lodge 
16. Roberts 
17. Yellowstone Academy 

 
 

 

The Yellowstone-West/Carbon County Special Education Services Cooperative and its K-12 members school 
districts provide FAPE to all student ages 3 through 19 determined eligible and in need of special education 
and/or related services.  The remainder of schools which are elementary schools provide FAPE to students 5-
12 (grades kindergarten through sixth) or 5-14 (grades kindergarten through eighth). 

The Cooperative staff share responsibility with district staff in the implementation of Child Find activities as 
described herein.  The designated coordinator of Child Find activities is the Cooperative Director.  The Director 
is hereby authorized to serve as the administrative representative at Evaluation Report and Individual Education 
Plan team meetings for all member districts at the district administrators’ request. 

 

I. FULL EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY 

It is the goal of the Cooperative and each member district to provide full educational opportunity to all children 
with disabilities, aged birth through twenty-one, consistent with the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act.  



Through the Cooperative each member district will ensure that all children with disabilities residing within the 
boundaries of the Cooperative, including children with disabilities who are homeless children or are wards of 
the State, and children with disabilities attending private schools, regardless of the severity of their disability, 
and who are in need of special education and related services are identified, located, and evaluated.  This 
assurance applies to highly mobile children with disabilities and children who are suspected of being a child 
with a disability and in need of special education even though they are advancing from grade to grade.  See 
attached policies for each district regarding age of attendance.  

II. CHILD FIND 

The Cooperative and each member district has developed policies and procedures which locate, identify and 
evaluate all students with disabilities, regardless of the severity of their disabilities, from birth through age 
twenty-one, who reside within the boundaries of the member school districts.  This includes those students 
who may be homeless or wards of the state, as well as children with disabilities who may attend private or home 
schools within the jurisdiction of a member district.  Child Find includes the ongoing effort to identify 
preschool and school aged children with disabilities through our referral and evaluation procedures, as well as 
our periodic screening of preschoolers who may be experiencing developmental delays. 

A. Annual Public Notification of Child Find 

The public is annually informed of the Child Find activities through publication in local 
newspapers, annual notices provided to all public and private schools and publication on 
individual member district websites, if applicable.  In addition, local agencies who serve 
children will be provided an annual notice as will any other entity that requests notice.  Member 
districts also provide notices to parents through student handbooks and newsletters.  Flyers 
describing the screening times, activities, dates and site locations may also be posted in the 
school, local businesses and sent home with students.   

 

B. Child Find Records 

The Cooperative office will maintain a file that includes the Child Find activities for each 
school year.  The file will include notices and advertisement, lists of children who participated 
in Child Find activities, the status of each child who went through the Child Find process, and 
other similar information. 

All children found to be eligible for service under Part B and Preschool will be included in the 
annual October Child Count report submitted annually to OPI by the Cooperative.  A record 
will be maintained of all children who did not qualify for special education following Child 
Find activities.  For those students that do not qualify who are enrolled in a public school, the 
results of the Evaluation Report Team will be included in the student’s cumulative file.  For 
those students that do not qualify and are not enrolled in a public school the results of the 
Evaluation Report will be maintained in the Child Find records at the Cooperative office. 

 

C. General Child Find Procedures 

The Child Find activities described below apply to students who are suspected of having a 
disability as well as for students who have been or are being considered for retention in grade 
level, delayed admittance, long-term suspension or expulsion or wavier of learner outcomes. 



 

Infants and Toddlers (Birth through Age 2) 

When a participating district or Cooperative staff member becomes aware of a child (from 
birth through 2 years old) who may have a disability, the staff member will notify the 
Cooperative Director who will notify the appropriate early intervention agency liaison of a 
potentially eligible child.  

 

Preschool (Ages 3 through 5) 

Across the  area served by the Cooperative and across the academic calendar, the Cooperative 
will host at least five annual screenings for children who may have a disability.   A team, which 
may include a school psychologist, speech pathologist, physical therapist and/or occupational 
therapist, nurse, and audiologist conducts screening.  Screening includes cognitive, fine and 
gross motor, vision, hearing, speech development, and wellness (height, weight immunization 
review and general wellness usually provided by a nurse).  Parents may be notified of screening 
dates through advertisement in the local newspaper, posting of screening information in each 
cooperative school, through school newsletters, notices to local agencies who provide services 
to children, and posting in various public locations. 

If a family is unable to attend the screening, the Cooperative will find an alternative way to 
screen the child.  For example, the Cooperative has gone to day care provider locations and 
hospitals to conduct a screen. 

Children who have been identified eligible under Part C are brought to the attention of the 
Cooperative’s Director by the Part C agency liaison so that eligibility for Part B special 
education services can be determined. Parent permission to conduct an IDEA Part B 
evaluation is requested at the Part C to Part B transition meeting.  Following the assessment, 
an Evaluation Report Team meeting is scheduled to determine whether the student is eligible 
for Part B services. If the child is found eligible for Part B, an IEP will be developed for the 
child by his/her third (3rd) birthday. 

 

In School (Ages 6 through 18) 

Districts may use a process based on the child’s response to scientific, research based 
interventions (RTI/MTSS), or a process to determine a severe discrepancy between 
intellectual ability and achievement, to determine eligibility for special education services under 
the category of a specific learning disability (SLD) in basic reading, reading comprehension, 
reading fluency, written expression, oral expression, listening comprehension, math problems 
solving, and/or math calculation.  If a district decides to use RTI/MTSS for SLD 
identification, the district will adopt a policy (the Board of Trustees), and procedures (a guide 
or manual) that describe the RTI/MTSS process. At this time, no member districts are using 
an RTI/MTSS methodology for SLD identification. The process districts follow for use of the 
discrepancy model for SLD identification includes pre-referral activities, which normally 
consist of two interventions specific to the problem area, each over a six-week period.  If the 
pre-referral process concludes with a decision to complete a referral for a special education 
evaluation, district or Cooperative staff will secure parent permission to evaluate the child.  



Upon completion of the evaluation an Evaluation Report Team will determine whether or not 
the child is eligible for special education. 

In addition to the typical process described above, referrals can also be brought forward for 
consideration by: 

• Medical practitioners (doctors, physician assistants, nurses) 
• Community Agencies (including but not limited to AWARE, YDI, YBGR, DPHHS) 
• Child Care providers 
• Parent referral 

 
If a parent requests a special education evaluation, the request must be made in writing. In 
each of the above situations the pre-referral process will be completed, followed by the formal 
referral, and if appropriate, permission to conduct an evaluation.  The district and 
Cooperative may elect to move to an immediate evaluation if the pre-referral and referral 
process would, in their opinion, unnecessarily delay the provision of a Free Appropriate 
Public Education (FAPE) to the student. 

When a teacher or an administrator suspects a student may have a disability, they will begin 
a pre-referral form which will be used to document two interventions, each of which normally  
will be used over a six-week period of time.  If the data collected during the intervention 
period indicates lack of progress, a team including school staff, specialists, and the parent will 
meet to consider whether or not to proceed with a referral for a special education evaluation.  
At this time the district will assign a resource teacher to serve as the case manager for the 
student.  If the parent agrees to an evaluation the parent will be asked to sign the permission 
to evaluate form.   

The case manager will fax a copy of the permission to the Cooperative Office and will 
distribute a copy of the permission to evaluate form to all those who will be responsible for 
part of the evaluation.  The case manager is responsible for monitoring the evaluation 
timeline to ensure the evaluation report is completed within 60 calendar days of the district 
receiving the signed permission to evaluate the child.  The school psychologist and the 
Cooperative Director also monitor completion of the evaluation report within 60 calendar 
days. 

Post-School (Ages 19 through 21) 

The district of residence and the Cooperative will use the same procedures to evaluate adult 
students as it would for all students.  The Cooperative will review the history of the student in 
the area of suspected disability and consider whether pre-referral interventions would be 
appropriate.  If the Cooperative and the adult in this age category agree that an evaluation 
would be appropriate, the evaluation would consider all areas of suspected disability and would 
conclude with an Evaluation Report Team meeting to determine eligibility. The 
district/cooperative will coordinate with other agencies to ensure the person is evaluated in a 
timely manner and has access to needed services.  

 

 

 



Private Schools (To Include Home Schools) 

For most private school and home school children in the boundaries of the member districts, 
the Cooperative relies on the following methods to encourage parents to be aware of Child 
Find activities: 

 Advertisement of screening, as noted above, and with the express purpose of 
reaching private and home school parents. 

 By providing information on Child Find to the County Superintendent of Schools. 
 

Once the Cooperative becomes aware of a student who may have a disability, Cooperative 
staff will meet with the parent to explain the process and encourage the parent to take their 
child through the Child Find screening hosted by the Cooperative. Based on the results of the 
screen, the Cooperative may recommend the parent work on some specific skills over a 3 to 
6 months period of time and then rescreen.  The Cooperative may determine there is enough 
information from the screen to warrant a special education evaluation, and if so, the parent 
will be asked to provide permission to conduct the evaluation.  

 

Homeless Children – Highly Mobile Children 

Typically, referrals for homeless children come through medical organizations, the 
Department of Public Health and Human Services, local agencies, or the schools.  If a 
homeless child is suspected of having a disability, school and/or Cooperative staff will be 
asked to use screeners to determine the skill levels of the child.  Once the school has reason 
to believe the homeless child may have a disability, they will begin the pre-referral process and 
continue as if the child had been in the school setting.  The district and Cooperative reserve 
the right to waive the pre-referral process if, in their opinion, to delay an evaluation would 
unnecessarily delay the provision of a Free Appropriate Public Education in accordance with 
the McKinney-Vento Act.  

 

The district and the Cooperative will initiate Child Find activities for those children who are 
highly mobile.  If another district has initiated the pre-referral, referral or evaluation process, 
the Cooperative will make every effort to proceed with the process that was begun in an 
attempt to complete the process while the student remains in a member school.  For those 
students who come to the attention of the district or Cooperative for whom Child Find 
activities have not been initiated, the Cooperative will make every effort to initiate the process 
and if the student leaves prior to completion of the process a letter will be included in 
transferring records to advise the receiving district of the background of the child (as 
understood by the Cooperative/School District) and what the receiving district will need to 
do to continue the evaluation process. 

 
 

III. PROCEDURES FOR EVALUATION AND DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY 

The Cooperative and its member districts ensure that reasonable efforts are made to obtain consent to conduct 
an initial evaluation and re-evaluations.  These efforts will be documented.  Evaluations and reports will be 



completed in compliance with deadlines set for in federal law and the Montana Administrative Procedures.  
Screenings are not considered evaluations.  Multiple assessments will be used to determine eligibility for special 
education services.  These assessments will be in the student’s native language, be valid and reliable instruments 
and be administered by trained personnel.  The assessments will be sufficiently comprehensive to identify all 
of the child’s areas of suspected disability.   

Procedures for evaluation and determination of eligibility are conducted in accordance with the requirements 
of 34 CFR § 300.300 through 300.311 as well as the following state administrative rules: 

10.16.3320 Request for an Initial Evaluation 
10.16.3321 Comprehensive Educational Evaluation Process and Reevaluations 

 

IV. CONFIDENTIALITY OF PERSONALLY IDENTIFIABLE INFORMATION 

The Cooperative and its member school districts implement policies and procedures to ensure protection of 
the confidentiality of any personally identifiable information collected, used or maintained under Part B of the 
IDEA and the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA).  The Cooperative and the member school 
districts inform parents and eligible students of their rights through the procedural safeguards and through 
student handbooks.   

 

V. INDIVIDUALIZED EDUCATION PROGRAMS 

All member school districts develop, implement, review and revise Individualized Education Programs (IEP) 
in accordance with the requirements of 34 CFR § 300.320-30.324, except as provided in 300.300(b)(3)(ii), as 
well as 10.16.3340, ARM. 

 

VI. PROCEDURAL SAFEGUARDS 

The Cooperative and its member school districts implement the procedural safeguards identified in 34 CFR § 
300.500 through 300.537 and 10.16.3501-3571, ARM.  The Cooperative and its member districts provide a 
copy of Procedural Safeguards in Special Education under IDEA one time per year and 

• Upon initial referral for evaluation; 
• On the date the decision is made to make a removal that constitutes a disciplinary change of 

placement; and 
• Upon parental request for an additional copy. 

 
 
VII. LEAST RESTRICTIVE ENVIRONMENT (LRE) 

The Cooperative and its member districts ensure the availability of a continuum of placements to provide each 
student with a disability the opportunity for education in the least restrictive environment (LRE).  Any removal 
of a student with a disability from the regular education environment may occur only when the nature and 
severity of the child’s needs dictate that education in regular classes with the use of supplementary aids and 
services cannot be achieved satisfactorily.  The member districts ensure the provision of program options, 
nonacademic and extracurricular services are available to students eligible for services under IDEA through the 
development of an IEP. 

 



VIII. CHILDREN IN PRIVATE SCHOOLS 

School-age private school students have the same right to an evaluation as public school students, and the 
Cooperative and districts will evaluate private school students in the same manner and timeframe as public 
school students. The Cooperative and its member districts will ensure that eligible children with disabilities who 
are parentally placed in private schools, including religious schools, or placed in schools or facilities that meet 
the state definition of elementary or secondary schools will engage in meaningful consultation with the private 
schools within their boundaries, and determine what type and amount of services will be provided to private 
school students by the district.  If a child with a disability is enrolled in a private school, the public school 
district will be responsible for developing a service plan as required under  IDEA. The district will provide 
services consistent with that plan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 









































Legal Status, Organization and Operation 
  
The legal name of this District is Luther School District No. 9-10 Carbon County, State of 
Montana.  The District is classified as a Third Class District and is operated according to 
the laws and regulations pertaining to elementary school districts of the State of Montana 
and the United States of America. 
  
The Board of Trustees of the Luther School District # 9-10 is the governmental entity 
established by the State of Montana to plan and direct all aspects of the District's 
operations to the end that students shall have ample opportunity to achieve their 
individual and collective learning needs. 
  
In order to achieve its primary goal of providing each child with the necessary skills and 
attitudes to become an effective citizen, the Board shall exercise the full authority granted 
to it by the laws of the state.  Its legal powers, duties and responsibilities are derived from 
the Montana Constitution and state statutes and regulations.  Sources such as the school 
laws of Montana, and the administrative rules of the Board of Public Education and the 
Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction delineate the legal powers, duties and 
responsibilities of the Board. 
  
The policies of the Board define the organization of the Board and the manner of 
conducting its official business.  The Board's operating policies are those that the Board 
adopts from time to time to facilitate the performance of its responsibilities. 
  
The Luther School District # 9-10 maintains the Luther School.  
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STUDENTS 3120 3 

 4 

Compulsory Attendance 5 

 6 

To reach the goal of maximum educational benefits for every child requires a regular continuity 7 

of instruction, classroom participation, learning experiences, and study.  Regular interaction of 8 

students with one another in classrooms and their participation in instructional activities under 9 

the tutelage of competent teachers are vital to the entire process of education.  This established 10 

principle of education underlies and gives purpose to the requirement of compulsory schooling in 11 

every state in the nation.  A student’s regular attendance also reflects dependability and is a 12 

significant component of a student’s permanent record.  13 

 14 

Parents or legal guardians or legal custodians are responsible for seeing that their children who 15 

are age seven (7) or older before the first (1
st
) day of school attend school until the later of the 16 

following dates: 17 

 18 

1. Child’s sixteenth (16
th

) birthday; or 19 

 20 

2. Completion date of the work of eighth (8
th

) grade. 21 

 22 

Compulsory attendance stated above will not apply when children: 23 

 24 

1. Are provided with supervised correspondence or home study; or 25 

 26 

2. Are excused because of a determination by a district judge that attendance is not in the 27 

best interests of the child; or 28 

 29 

3. Are enrolled in a non-public or home school; or 30 

 31 

4. Are enrolled in a school in another district or state; or 32 

 33 

5. Are excused by the Board on a determination that attendance after age of sixteen (16) is 34 

not in the best interests of the child and the school.  35 

 36 

Legal Reference: § 20-1-308, MCA Religious instruction released time program 37 

§ 20-5-101, MCA Admittance of child to school 38 

   § 20-5-103, MCA Compulsory attendance and excuses 39 

   § 20-5-104, MCA Attendance officer 40 

   § 20-5-106, MCA Truancy 41 

§ 20-5-107, MCA Incapacitated and indigent child attendance  42 

§ 20-5-108, MCA Tribal agreement with district for Indian child 43 

   compulsory attendance and other agreements 44 

 45 

Policy History: 46 

Adopted on: 3/9/2010 47 

Reviewed on: 48 

Revised on: 49 
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