Information for Parents and

Guardians of English Learners

T OF EDUCATION

As the parent/guardian of an English learner (EL), you are able to ask for information to
be communicated to you about the language instruction program that you choose for your
children. The following list addresses many topics that may be of interest to you. As the parent/
guardianofan EL, you are able to:

1.

Receive a free public education for your child in the school district where you live, regardless
of your or your children’simmigration status (e.g., whether your family members are citizens,
immigrants,orundocumented)and thelanguage thatyouoryourchildrenspeak.

Enrollyour childreninschool withoutbeing asked to provideinformationor paperwork
whichmayreveal youror your children’simmigration status. Youcannotbe asked to providea
social security card ornumber, animmigration visa or visastatus, or citizenship documents or
citizenship status.

Have a qualified interpreter/translator in your preferred language for critical interactions with
the school district.

Haveyour childreninabilingual programif the schoolis mandated to provide such a program.
Districtsin Connecticutarerequired to provideabilingual programin any school where there
are20 or more students who speak the samenon-Englishnativelanguage. Insome cases, districts
consolidatebilingual programsintojustafew schoolbuildings. However, if yourchild’sschool
ismandated to provide a bilingual program and the district has chosen to offeritin another
location, your child hastherightto attend thatbilingual program and be offered transportation
toand from the program.

Havewrittennoticein Englishand your preferred languagethatyourchildrenhavebeen
identified asan EL and to select the language instruction program that you would like for your
child or to decline language instruction services.

Receivehigh quality orientation session, provided by your school district thatfocusesonstate
standards, tests,and schoolexpectationsfor ELs, aswellas the program goalsand requirements
forlanguageinstruction, whichmayincludeBilingual Educationand EnglishasaSecond
Language (ESL)orothermodels.

Receive information about your children’s English language development, and also about their
homelanguage developmentifthey areina Bilingual Education program. Itisbest practice for
this information to be communicated in an ongoing fashion, but you must, ata minimum, be
provided with your child’s annual English language proficiency assessment (LAS Links) results
and anotification that your child has exited or will continue to be an EL in the next school year.

Meetwith schoolstaff atleast oncea year, in addition to other generally required meetings, to
discuss your children’s overall learning and language development progress.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Request your childrentobe placedinaBilingual Education or EnglishasaSecond Language
program within 30 calendar days of enrollment if entering at the beginning of the school year
orwithin 10 calendar days of enrollment if entering during the school year, and the right to
optoutofalanguageinstruction program.

Ask for your children to be transferred to another schoolin your district that offers Bilingual
Educationinyourlanguage, if your children’soriginal school does not offer such a program.

Receiveequalaccesstoall programmingandservicesoffered by theschool district,
appropriatetoageand gradelevelincluding thoserequired for graduation, and toall school
programs available to other students.

Receiveall core contentinstruction, and tolearn English and other subjects such as
Reading/Language Arts, Math, Science, and Social Studies at the same academic level as all
other children. Being entitled to EL services does notlimit the ability to get core content
instruction.

Havefullaccesstoextracurricularactivities (afterschool clubs, sports, etc.). Being entitled to
ELLservices doesnotlimitthe ability to take partinextracurricularactivities.

Get support services (e.g., Academic Intervention Services) aligned with any intervention
plans, as deemed necessary by the school.

Have your children tested yearly to determine their English language progress, and to obtain
information about your children’s performance on academic tests.

Haveyourchildrencontinuously enrolled yeartoyearinalanguageinstruction program
(i.e. bilingual, ESL)whiletheyremain ELs.

Please contact Gladys Labas, Director of Equity and Language, and Megan Alubicki Flick, English
Learner Consultant at the Connecticut State Department of Education with questions or for more
information.
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References and Resources

Thislist provides guidance, laws and statutes that support the rights of parents of Els described on the
preceding pages. Note that the number corresponds with the number of the right referenced earlier in
the document:

1.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.
16.

Title VIIofthe CivilRights Actof 1964, P.1..No0.88-352, 78 Stat.241 (1964); Every Student
Succeeds Actof 2015, PL.114-95,U.5.5.§ 1177 (2015); Dear Colleague Letter: English Learners
1/7/2015

Dear Colleague Letter: School Enrollment Procedures 5/4/14

Dear Colleague Letter: English Learners1/7/2015;See the USDepartment of Education’sOffice
of EnglishLanguage Acquisition (OELA)’s English Learner Toolkit. Specifically, Chapter10is
focused on “Ensuring Meaningful Communication with Limited English Proficient Parents.”

ConnecticutBilingual Statute, CGS10-17e-n, inclusive

Dear Colleague Letter: English Learners1/7/2015; See the US Department of Education’sOELA
English Learner Toolkit. Specifically, Chapter1isfocused on theidentification processand
requirements for communication with families about identification and program options.

CGS 10-17f(e)

CGS 10-17f(e)

Dear Colleague Letter: English Learners1/7/2015; See the USDepartment of Education’s Office
of English Language Acquisition (OELA)’sEnglish Learner Toolkit. Specifically, Chapter1is
focused ontheidentification processand requirements for communication with familiesabout
identification and program options.

Title VIl ofthe Civil Rights Actof 1964, P.L.. No.88-352, 78 Stat. 241 (1964); Every Student
Succeeds Act 0f 2015, PL.114-95, U.S.S.§ 1177 (2015); Dear Colleague Letter: English Learners
1/7/2015; See the USDepartment of Education’sOELA English Learner Toolkit. Specifically,
Chapter5isfocused on “Toolsand Resources for Creating an Inclusive Environmentand
Avoiding Unnecessary Segregation.”

Dear Colleague Letter: English Learners1/7/2015; See the US Department of Education’sOELA
English Learner Toolkit. Specifically, Chapter4isfocused on “Meaningful AccesstoCore
Curricular, Extra Curricular Programs” and Chapter 5is focused on “Toolsand Resources for
Creating an Inclusive Environment and Avoiding Unnecessary Segregation.”

Dear Colleague Letter: English Learners1/7/2015; Specifically, Chapter4isfocused on
“Meaningful AccesstoCore Curricular, Extra Curricular Programs” and Chapter5isfocused
on“Toolsand Resourcesfor CreatinganInclusive Environmentand Avoiding Unnecessary
Segregation.”

Dear Colleague Letter: English Learners1/7/2015; See the USDepartment of Education’sOELA
English Learner Toolkit. Specifically, Chapter4isfocused on “Meaningful AccesstoCore
Curricular, Extra Curricular Programs” and Chapter 6 is focused on “Addressing English Learners
with Disabilities.”

Every Student Succeeds Act of 2015, P.L. 114-95, U.S.S. § 1177 (2015)

Every Student Succeeds Act of 2015, P.L. 114-95, U.S.S. § 1177 (2015)
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Additional Resources
Connecticut Bilingual Statute. CGS10-17f(e)

Connecticut State Department of Education English Learners Page

Connecticut State Department of Education English Language Proficiency Assessment-LAS Links Page

Connecticut State Department of Education COVID Resources for Families

Dear Colleague Letter: School Enrollment Procedures 5/4/14

Dear Colleague Letter: English Learners 1/7/2015

Every Student Succeeds Act of 2015, PL.114-95,U.S.S. 8§ 1177 (2015)

Title VIl of the Civil Rights Actof 1964, P.L. No.88-352, 78 Stat. 241 (1964)

US Department of Education’s Office of English Language Acquisition’s English Learner Toolkit

US Department of Education’s Office of English Language Acquisition’s Newcomer Toolkit

US Department of Education’s National Clearinghouse for English Language Acquisition’s English
Learner Family Toolkit

The Connecticut State Department of Education does not discriminate in any employment practice, education
program, or educational activity on the basis of age, ancestry, color, criminal record, genderidentity or expression,
genetic information, intellectual disability, learning disability, marital status, mental disability/disorder (past or
present history thereof), national origin, physical disability (included but not limited to blindness), race, religious
creed, retaliation (for complaining of conduct believed to be discriminatory), sex (including pregnancy, sexual
harassment, and workplace hazards to the reproductive system), sexual orientation, or any other basis prohibited
by Connecticut state and/or federal nondiscrimination laws unless there is a bona fide occupational qualification
excluding persons in any of the above protected groups. Inquiries regarding the Connecticut State Department
of Education’snondiscrimination policies should be directed to: Levy Gillespie, Equal Employment Opportunity
Director/Americanswith Disabilities Act Coordinator, Connecticut State Department of Education, 450 Columbus
Blvd., Hartford, CT 06103 860-807-2071, Levy.Gillespie@ct.gov
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