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STUDENT ENGAGEMENT AUDIT SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 

Although there is considerable variation in how “student engagement” is defined and measured, the 

term is generally used to describe meaningful student involvement throughout the learning 

environment.  Student engagement is increasingly viewed as one of the keys to addressing problems 

such as low achievement, boredom and alienation, and high dropout rates. Student engagement is key 

to building a safe, positive, and creative school culture that increases achievement and decreases 

boredom, alienation, and drop-out rates.  

A student engagement audit was conducted in the Mississippi Achievement School District (MASD) on 

August 26-27, 2019 in both Humphreys County and Yazoo City. The audit consisted of holding student 

and parent focus groups, observing classrooms, evaluating samples of assignments and assessments, 

and conducting student surveys (surveys were conducted the week of August 19, 2019). The results of 

the audit are found below in the following order:  focus groups (strengths), classroom student 

engagement observations (data and identified strengths), evaluation of assignments (data and identified 

strengths), student surveys (strengths and weaknesses) and overall opportunities for improvement 

based on triangulation of all data collected.   

FOCUS GROUPS 

Focus groups were conducted with both parents and students.  Two parent focus group meetings were 

held in the morning and afternoon at Humphreys County Board of Education building on August 26, 

2019 and at the Yazoo City Board of Education building on August 27, 2019.  Student focus groups were 

held at each school except Webster Elementary School due to the age level of the students (Prek-1).  

Parent Focus Group 

A total of 24 parents participated in the parent focus group meetings. The questions asked during the 

parent interviews focused on parent engagement, parental involvement activities, and parent 

perception of the quality of education being provided.  Focus group results from the two districts were 

combined due to commonalities in responses.  Items that impacted only one district are identified as 

such. 

Based on data from the parent focus groups, the following strengths were concluded: 

• Some schools have activities available for parents.  Examples provided were Muffins with Moms 

and Donuts for Dads. Most of these activities are at the elementary school level.  

• Some schools have parents involved in volunteer activities with booster club, band, and 

athletics. 

• There is a functioning PTA in some schools. 

• There is an on-line communication system in place for parents. There is a system in place to 

provide progress reports to students and parents.  
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• The Upstart program is well liked among parents in Humphreys County. 

• There are parental involvement specialists in some schools. 

• Some schools have designated parent sections in their classrooms when visiting a class. 

• Parents want their children to succeed. 

• Parents want to assist the school with supporting their child academically.  

• Parents want to be involved in school activities. 

• Parents want the school and district to be successful. 

Student Focus Group 

The student focus groups were conducted with students representing grades 2-12 in both Humphreys 

County and Yazoo City. A total of 70 students participated in the focus group meetings.  The questions 

asked of the students focused on student engagement, student perceptions about their learning, and 

extracurricular opportunities. 

Based on data from the student focus groups, the following are identified as strengths: 

• Examples of high-level student engagement activities can be provided by students for some 

social studies and science classes.  

• Some students are provided multiple lessons on content they do not master.  

• Some students know their grade in at least one class/course. 

• Students feel most teachers are giving their all and doing their best in grades 2-8. 

• The students have goals and ambitions. 

• The students want to learn. 

• Students prefer working in groups. 

• Students prefer lessons to be relevant to real-world.  

• Students want to learn about careers. 

• Students want to be involved in extracurricular activities. 
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CLASSROOM STUDENT ENGAGEMENT SNAPSHOTS AND EVALUATION OF ASSIGNMENTS 

Classroom Student Engagement Snapshot 

The classroom student engagement snapshot observed the following factors for student engagement: 

classroom arrangement, teacher role in learning, level of student engagement, application of 

knowledge, cognitive level of engagement, contextualized learning, level of group work, learning 

activity, and evidence of support.  

The table below captures the data collected from the snapshots: 

 

Classroom Walkthrough Snapshot 

 

Observation Category 

 

Engagement Factor Observed  

 

Percentage of Classes 
Exhibiting Factor  

Classroom Arrangement Students setting in small groups 52% 

Teacher Role Teacher Facilitating/Coaching  27% 

Student Engagement Students on task and attentive 77% 

Application of Knowledge Students are creating, building, planning, 
designing, working on projects, or other 
forms of learning by doing 

2% 

Cognitive Level  Tasks are at the application level or higher 21% 

Contextualized Learning Knowledge is being applied across 
disciplines 

6% 

Level of Group Work Some distribution of tasks and some effort 
from all  

4% 

Learning Environment Students demonstrate and/or verbalize an 
understanding of the lesson 

77% 

 

 

Learning Environment The use of technology is integrated in the 
lesson 

10% 

Supportive Environment Students are supported by the teacher, 
peers, and/or other resources. 

58% 

 

Supportive Environment Students take risk in learning 30% 
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Engaged Learning Assignment Evaluation 

The engaged learning assignment rubric contained nine key areas to evaluate the selected assignments 

provided for student engagement.  The areas were content, strategic learning, collaboration, 

authenticity, relevance, challenge, evidence of multi-disciplinary approach, generative learning, and 

assessment alignment to assignment. 

The table below captures the data collected from evaluating the assignments and assessments.  

  

Category 

 

Lesson Engagement Standards 

 

Percentage of Assignments 
Meeting the Standard 

Content More than half of the assignment tasks reach 
the depth of the targeted grade-level 
standard. 

12% 

Strategic Learning Assignment allows students to use a variety 
of strategies and resources and does not 
involve just answering pencil and paper tasks.  

10% 

Collaboration Assignment requires students to work in 
groups with defined tasks. 

2% 

Authenticity Assignment requires the use of skills and 
instructional tasks that apply to real-world 
situations 

15% 

Relevance Assignment builds grade appropriate 
knowledge, an connects to real world issues. 

17% 

Challenge Tasks involve higher-order thinking skills and 
take time to complete. 

6% 

Multi-disciplinary Approach Multiple disciplines are integrated in the 
order to complete a task or solve a problem. 

2% 

Generative Learning Assignment allows students to use multiple 
perspectives and strategies to create 
products and/or ideas. 

4% 

Assessment aligned to 
students 

Assignment accompanies a sample aligned 
assessment. 

10% 

Based on data from observations and teacher samples of assignments/tests, the following are identified 

as strengths: 

• The classrooms are setup with students sitting in groups. 

• Most classrooms had teachers up teaching and/or assisting students. 

• Most students were attentive and working on an assignment.  
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• Some students knew what they were learning in class. 

• Most students were very positive and well behaved in the classes visited. 

• Standards were provided for most assignments. 
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 SURVEYS 

Surveys were administered to students in grades 3-6 and 7-12 in both Humphreys County and Yazoo 

City.  Survey results reflect only the perceptions and opinions of participating students. There was a total 

of 958 surveys completed in grades 3-6 and 1,224 surveys completed in grades 7-12. 

The surveys looked at two dimensions relative to student engagement. The dimensions are as follows:  

Cognitive Engagement:  Described by the work students do and the ways students go about doing the 

work.   

Social/Emotional Engagement:  Described by the actions of the student in social, extracurricular, and 

nonacademic school activities, including interactions with other students and their feelings of 

connection to the school and people within the school.   

The cognitive engagement dimension looks at class experience, student experience, relevance, and 

academic support. The social/emotional engagement dimension looks at persistence, self-management, 

future aspirations, acceptance, relationship with peers, and relationship with adults. 

Summary Report 

MASD Survey Results (Humphreys City and Yazoo City Combined) 

Summary Engagement Survey Rating for Grades 3-6 

Category Always/Usually Rating 

Cognitive Engagement 

Class Experience 60% 

Student Experience 84% 

Relevance 79% 

Academic Support 69% 

Social/Emotional Engagement 

Involvement 86% 

Persistence 78% 

Self- Management 79% 

Future Aspirations 91% 

Acceptance 75% 

Relationship with Peers 59% 

Relationship with Adults 76% 
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Cognitive Engagement Report 

Cognitive Engagement 

MASD Grades 3-6 (Humphreys City and Yazoo City Combined) 

 

Category 

Weakest Engagement 
Item 

Always/Usually 

Rating 

 Strongest Engagement 
Item 

Always/Usually 
Rating 

Class 
Experience 

My classes let me be 
creative 

41% I learn a lot in my classes. 94% 

Student 
Experience 

I feel what I am learning 
in school helps me 
become a better person.  

79% School helps me discover 
my skills that need work. 

89% 

Relevance I see how subjects relate 
to other subjects 

62% I think what I am learning 
in school is important 

96% 

Academic 
Support 

My teachers do not give 
up on me. 

55% My teachers encourage 
me to do my best. 

88% 

 

Social and Emotional Engagement 

Social Emotional Engagement 

MASD Grades 3-6 (Humphreys City and Yazoo City Combined) 

Category Weakest Engagement 
Item 

Always/Usually 
Rating 

 Strongest Engagement 
Item 

Always/Usually 
Rating 

Involvement I participate in school 
clubs and/or 
afterschool activities. 

51% I come to school 
prepared. 

92% 

Persistence I finish activities that I 
start. 

68% I continue to try even 
when an activity is 
difficult. 

85% 

Self- 
Management 

I am nice to my 
classmates. 

63% I am nice to my teacher. 96% 

Future 
Aspirations 

I believe I will graduate 
from high school.  

93% I feel good about my 
future opportunities. 

92% 

Acceptance I feel good about going 
to this school. 

73% I feel accepted at this 
school. 

78% 

Relationships 
with Peers 

I feel supported by 
other students. 

56% I am comfortable being 
myself around other 
students, 

63% 

Relationship 
with adults 

I am comfortable being 
myself around adults at 
this school. 

70% I feel supported by 
teachers. 

85% 
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MASD Survey Results (Humphreys City and Yazoo City Combined) 

Summary Engagement Survey Rating for Grades 7-12 

Category Always/Usually Rating 

Cognitive Engagement 

Class Experience 42% 

Student Experience 63% 

Relevance 59% 

Academic Support 65% 

Social/Emotional Engagement 

Involvement 69% 

Persistence 65% 

Self- Management 68% 

Future Aspirations 82% 

Acceptance 59% 

Relationship with Peers 51% 

Relationship with Adults 58% 

 

 

Cognitive Engagement Report 

Cognitive Engagement 

MASD Survey Results (Humphreys City and Yazoo City Combined) Grades 7-12 

Category Weakest Engagement 
Item 

Always/Usually 

Rating 

Strongest Engagement 
Item 

Always/Usually 
Rating 

Class 
Experience 

My classes are fun. 24% I learn a lot in my classes. 76% 

Student 
Experience 

School helps me discover 
my strongest skills.  

59% School helps me discover 
my skills that need work. 

66% 

Relevance I see how what I am 
learning in school relates 
to the real world. 

46% I think what I am learning 
in school is important. 

75% 

Academic 
Support 

My teachers talk to me 
about my progress. 

56% My teachers encourage 
me to do my best. 

68% 
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Social and Emotional Engagement 

Social Emotional Engagement 

MASD Survey Results (Humphreys City and Yazoo City Combined) Grades 7-12 

Category Weakest Engagement 
Item 

Always/Usually 
Rating 

 Strongest Engagement 
Item 

Always/Usually 
Rating 

Involvement I participate in extra- 
curricular activities. 

46% I do my best in school. 87% 

Persistence I am patient when 
starting new activities.  

56% I finish activities that I 
start 

70% 

Self- 
Management 

I am nice to my 
classmates 

55% I am nice to my teacher. 80% 

Future 
Aspirations 

I am recognized for 
contributing to this 
school.  

52% I believe I will be 
successful in a career that 
interests me. 

86% 

Acceptance I feel good about going 
to this school. 

47% I feel good about myself at 
this school. 

68% 

Relationships 
with Peers 

I feel supported by other 
students. 

38% I am comfortable being 
myself around other 
students. 

63% 

Relationship 
with adults 

I feel supported by other 
adults who work at this 
school. 

53% I am comfortable being 
myself around adults at 
this school. 

62% 

 

  



Mississippi Achievement School District 

  Student Engagement Audit Summary of Findings 

August 26-27, 2019 

 

10 | P a g e  

 

Humphreys County Survey Results 

Summary Engagement Survey Rating for Grades 3-6 

Category Always/Usually Rating 

Cognitive Engagement 

Class Experience 60% 

Student Experience 85% 

Relevance 79% 

Academic Support 67% 

Social/Emotional Engagement 

Involvement 74% 

Persistence 76% 

Self- Management 79% 

Future Aspirations 92% 

Acceptance 75% 

Relationship with Peers 59% 

Relationship with Adults 74% 

 

Cognitive Engagement Report 

Cognitive Engagement 

Humphreys Grades 3-6 

Category  Weakest Engagement 
Item 

Always/Usually 

Rating 

 Strongest Engagement 
Item 

Always/Usually 
Rating 

Class 
Experience 

My classes let me be 
creative. 

39% I learn a lot in my classes. 64% 

Student 
Experience 

I feel what I am learning 
in school helps me 
become a better person.  

82% School helps me discover 
my skills that need work. 

91% 

Relevance I see how subjects relate 
to other subjects. 

63% I think what I am learning 
in school is important. 

93% 

Academic 
Support 

My teachers do not give 
up on me. 

60% My teachers encourage 
me to do my best. 

87% 
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Social and Emotional Engagement 

Social Emotional Engagement 

Humphreys Grades 3-6 

Category Weakest Engagement 
Item 

Always/Usually 
Rating 

 Strongest Engagement 
Item 

Always/Usually 
Rating 

Involvement I participate in school 
clubs and/or 
afterschool activities. 

44% I do my best in school. 95% 

Persistence I finish activities that I 
start.  

66% I continue to try even 
when an activity is 
difficult. 

84% 

Self- 
Management 

I am nice to my 
classmates. 

67% I am nice to my teachers. 87% 

Future 
Aspirations 

I feel good about my 
future opportunities.  

90% I believe I will graduate 
from high school. 

92% 

Acceptance I feel good about going 
to this school. 

69% I feel accepted at this 
school. 

80% 

Relationships 
with Peers 

I feel supported by 
other students. 

55% I am comfortable being 
myself around other 
students. 

64% 

Relationship 
with adults 

I am comfortable being 
myself around adults at 
this school. 

64% I feel supported by 
teachers. 

83% 
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Humphreys County Survey Results 

Summary Engagement Survey Rating for Grades 7-12 

Category Always/Usually Rating 

Cognitive Engagement 

Class Experience 41% 

Student Experience 68% 

Relevance 64% 

Academic Support 65% 

Social/Emotional Engagement 

Involvement 68% 

Persistence 65% 

Self- Management 67% 

Future Aspirations 81% 

Acceptance 61% 

Relationship with Peers 51% 

Relationship with Adults 59% 

 

Cognitive Engagement Report 

Cognitive Engagement 

Humphreys County Grades 7-12 

 

Category  

Weakest Engagement 
Item 

Always/Usually 

Rating 

 Strongest Engagement 
Item 

Always/Usually 
Rating 

Class 
Experience 

My classes let me be 
creative. 

30% I learn a lot in my classes. 70% 

Student 
Experience 

I feel what I am learning 
in school helps me 
become a better person.  

64% School helps me discover 
my skills that need work. 

72% 

Relevance I see how subjects relate 
to other subjects. 

52% I think what I am learning 
in school is important 

70% 

Academic 
Support 

My teachers do not give 
up on me. 

56% My teachers encourage 
me to do my best. 

59% 
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Social and Emotional Engagement 

Social Emotional Engagement 

Humphreys County Grades 7-12 

Category Weakest Engagement 
Item 

Always/Usually 
Rating 

 Strongest Engagement 
Item 

Always/Usually 
Rating 

Involvement I participate in school 
clubs and/or 
afterschool activities. 

46% I come to school 
prepared. 

88% 

Persistence I finish activities that I 
start  

58% I continue to try even 
when an activity is 
difficult. 

71% 

Self- 
Management 

I am nice to my 
classmates 

55% I am nice to my teacher. 79% 

Future 
Aspirations 

I believe I will graduate 
from high school.  

50% I feel good about my 
future opportunities. 

86% 

Acceptance I feel good about going 
to this school. 

62% I feel accepted at this 
school. 

69% 

Relationships 
with Peers 

I feel supported by 
other students. 

41% I am comfortable being 
myself around other 
students, 

63% 

Relationship 
with adults 

I am comfortable being 
myself around adults at 
this school 

52% I feel supported by 
teachers 

63% 
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Yazoo City Survey Results 

Summary Engagement Survey Rating for Grades 3-6 

Category Always/Usually Rating 

Cognitive Engagement 

Class Experience 60% 

Student Experience 84% 

Relevance 79% 

Academic Support 71% 

Social/Emotional Engagement 

Involvement 77% 

Persistence 78% 

Self- Management 78% 

Future Aspirations 89% 

Acceptance 76% 

Relationship with Peers 60% 

Relationship with Adults 78% 

 

Cognitive Engagement Report 

Cognitive Engagement 

Yazoo City Grades 3-6 

 

Category 

Weakest Engagement 
Item 

Always/Usually 

Rating 

 Strongest Engagement 
Item 

Always/Usually 
Rating 

Class 
Experience 

My classes let me be 
creative. 

45% I learn a lot in my classes. 94% 

Student 
Experience 

School helps me discover 
my skills that need work.  

78% I feel what I am learning 
in school helps me 
become a better person. 

88% 

Relevance I see how subjects relate 
to other subjects. 

66% I think what I am learning 
in school is important. 

96% 

Academic 
Support 

My teachers do not give 
up on me. 

54% My teachers encourage 
me to do my best. 

90% 
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Social and Emotional Engagement 

Social Emotional Engagement 

Yazoo City Grades 3-6 

Category Weakest Engagement 
Item 

Always/Usually 
Rating 

 Strongest Engagement 
Item 

Always/Usually 
Rating 

Involvement I participate in school 
clubs and/or 
afterschool activities. 

55% I do my best in school. 92% 

Persistence I finish activities that I 
start. 

61% I continue to try even 
when an activity is 
difficult. 

85% 

Self- 
Management 

I am nice to my 
classmates. 

65% I am nice to my teacher. 88% 

Future 
Aspirations 

I feel good about my 
future opportunities.  

85% I believe I will graduate 
from high school. 

93% 

Acceptance I feel good about going 
to this school. 

75% I feel good about myself 
at this school. 

77% 

Relationships 
with Peers 

I feel supported by 
other students. 

57% I am comfortable being 
myself around other 
students. 

64% 

Relationship 
with adults 

I am comfortable being 
myself around adults at 
this school. 

73% I feel supported by 
teachers. 

86% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mississippi Achievement School District 

  Student Engagement Audit Summary of Findings 

August 26-27, 2019 

 

16 | P a g e  

 

Yazoo City Survey Results 

Summary Engagement Survey Rating for Grades 7-12 

Category Always/Usually Rating 

Cognitive Engagement 

Class Experience 38% 

Student Experience 59% 

Relevance 54% 

Academic Support 65% 

Social/Emotional Engagement 

Involvement 63% 

Persistence 65% 

Self- Management 67% 

Future Aspirations 83% 

Acceptance 57% 

Relationship with Peers 50% 

Relationship with Adults 58% 

 

Cognitive Engagement Report 

Cognitive Engagement 

Yazoo City Grades 7-12 

Category Weakest Engagement 
Item 

Always/Usually 

Rating 

 Strongest Engagement 
Item 

Always/Usually 
Rating 

Class 
Experience 

My classes let me be 
creative. 

22% I learn a lot in my classes. 72% 

Student 
Experience 

School helps me discover 
my strongest skills.   

55% I feel what I’m learning in 
school helps me to 
become a better student. 

62% 

Relevance I see how what I’m 
learning in school relates 
to the outside world. 

42% I think what I am learning 
in school is important. 

72% 

Academic 
Support 

My teachers talk to me 
about my progress. 

55% My teachers encourage 
me to do my best. 

78% 
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Social and Emotional Engagement 

Social Emotional Engagement 

Yazoo City Grades 7-12 

Category Weakest Engagement 
Item 

Always/Usually 
Rating 

 Strongest Engagement 
Item 

Always/Usually 
Rating 

Involvement I participate in 
extracurricular 
activities. 

52% I do my best in school. 88% 

Persistence I’m patient when trying 
new activities.  

54% I continue to try even 
when an activity is 
difficult. 

69% 

Self- 
Management 

I am nice to my 
classmates. 

55% I am nice to my teachers. 78% 

Future 
Aspirations 

I recognized for 
contributing to this 
school.  

52% I believe I will have a 
career that interests me. 

87% 

Acceptance I feel good about going 
to this school. 

43% I feel good about myself 
at this school. 

66% 

Relationships 
with Peers 

I feel supported by 
other students. 

36% I am comfortable being 
myself around other 
students. 

64% 

Relationship 
with adults 

I feel supported by 
other adults who work 
at this school. 

58% I am comfortable being 
myself around adults at 
this school. 

62% 

 

SUMMARY OF OPPORTUNTIES FOR IMPROVEMENT 

Based on the data collected during the student engagement audit, there is room for growth relative to 

student engagement.  Evidence of this need is prevalent among the student interviews, parent 

interviews, surveys, classroom snapshots, and assignment evaluations.   

The below is a summary of opportunities for improvement based on the collection of data obtained 

during the audit.  Results from the two districts were combined due to the large number of common 

needs identified for both districts. Items that impacted only one district are identified as such. 

• Data support the need for a process to communicate student progress to students and parents. 

• Data support the need for a recognition program for students. 

• Data support the need for during the school day and before and/or afterschool opportunities to 

assist students having academic difficulty. 
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• Data support the need for a process for student conferences to include when and how parent 

conferences should be held (Some conferences are held with multiple parents of different 

students in the room at the same time- Yazoo City schools.) 

• Data support the need for an accountability system for keeping track of student courses and 

grades. 

• Data support the need for a communication plan updating students and parents on progress 

made toward meeting graduation requirements. 

• Data support the need for a process to ensure students that take high school courses in middle 

school have an opportunity to advance to the next level course once they get to high school.  

(Geometry is available to ninth graders who take Alg. I in 8th grade). 

• Data support the need to provide progress reports to parents on a regular basis.  

• Data support the need to have a uniform grading policy and communicate the policy to parents 

and students. 

• Data support the need for grade level specific pre-planned district field trips. 

• Data support the need to have a uniform lesson plan and lesson delivery format that includes 

student engagement opportunities. 

• Data support the need to challenge students in the classroom. 

• Data support the need to align assignments and assessments with grade-level standards. 

• Data support the need to have students work in cooperative groups with clearly defined tasks. 

• Data support the need for assignments to connect to real-world situations.   

• Data support the need to integrate content from multiple disciplines. 

• Data support the need for assignments that allow students to use multiple perspectives and 

strategies to create products and ideas.   

• Data support the need for aligned formative assessments to grade-level standards. 

• Data support the need to vary instructional strategies. 

• Data support the need for students to verbalize what they are learning and why. 

• Data support the need for teachers to teach at higher cognitive levels. 

• Data support the need to increase student engagement activities at the higher cognitive levels. 

• Data support the need for teachers to support students during the lesson. 

• Data support the need for students to take risks in learning without fear. 

• Data support the need for integrating technology in the lesson. 

• Data support the need to enforce bullying policies. 

• Data support the need to allow student voice at the school and classroom level. 

• Data support the need to increase counseling services for students. 

• Data support a process for determining club and sport offerings for students. The process should 

include students and parents in the decision-making (track, tennis, baseball, swimming, soccer, 

softball, fencing, and lacrosse are additions mentioned by students)   



Mississippi Achievement School District 

  Student Engagement Audit Summary of Findings 

August 26-27, 2019 

 

19 | P a g e  

 

• Data support the need to have a process in place for ensuring all athletic groups are included in 

athletic awards ceremonies (band, volleyball and cheerleading are sometimes excluded). 

• Data support the need for a district and school parental involvement plan.  The plan should 

include the communication process, process for parent conferences, parent advisory groups, 

training opportunities, and parent involvement opportunities throughout the year.  

• Data support the need for parent trainings on how to assist students at home, instructional 

resources available to parents, assessments/assessment reports, how to use parent district 

apps, and student course requirements. 

• Data support the need to communicate information to parents in a timely manner. 

• Data support the need to establish a welcoming environment for parents to visit classrooms. 

• Data support the need for recognition programs for parents.  In addition, programs should be 

held at varying times that are conducive to the schedules of parents. 

• Data support the need to involve parents on committees and advisory groups. 

• Data support the need to establish systemic roles and responsibilities for the parent 

involvement specialists. 

• Data support the need to have comment boxes at each school and opportunities to comment 

electronically if possible. Data support the need for a district checklist and scheduled times to 

inspect restrooms for cleaning and replenishing paper towels, tissue, soap etc. in the restrooms. 

• Data support the need for teachers and students to take pride in classroom cleanliness. 

• Data support the need for hot water in the bathrooms at Humphreys High School. 

• Data support the need for regular extermination at Yazoo City High School (insects and rodents). 

• Data support the need for landscaping improvement at Yazoo High School. 

• Data support the need to involve students in developing lunch menus. 

• Data support the need for a new departure process for students in Humphrey County (parents 

sit in long lines to pick up children and at times safety issues do exist). 

• Data support the need to evaluate how textbook allocations are distributed to ensure all 

students have access to books. 

• Data support the need to evaluate what funds are available for band instruments and uniforms. 

• Data support the need to evaluate if funds are available to increase student sport programs. 

• Data support the need for the superintendent to be more visible to parents. 

• Data support the need to have professional development in the following areas: Differentiated 

Instruction, Cooperative Grouping,  Making Lessons Challenging for Students (Increasing Rigor), 

Student Engagement Strategies, Effective Questioning, Aligning Assessments to Grade-level 

Standards, Procedural and Conceptional Mathematic Instruction, Integrating Content Across the 

Curriculum, Keeping Lines of Communication Open with Parents, Involving Parents in School 

Decision-Making, and Using Student Voice to Increase Student Outcomes. 

The recommendation for next steps is to prioritize opportunity items and develop an action plan for 

improvement.  


