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s, short stories, poems, essays,
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RULE 5 Capitalize the first wi
titles of books, chapters, play:
articles, movies, television serie.s an
zines, and newspapers. Capitalize a
articles, coordinating conjunctions, 2
fewer than five letters. Don’t capitali:
the title of a magazine or newspaper.

EXAMPLES A Wrinkle in Time “Mammals a.ml Their Young:
“The Lady or the Tiger?” “The Truth About Dragons”
“Qver the Rainbow” Seventeen

RULE 6 Capitalize the names of languages, nationalities, and
ethnic groups.

EXAMPLES English Japanese Native Americans

RULE 7 Capitalize proper adjectives. A proper adjective is an
adjectivg formed from a proper noun.

ExamMPLEs  African American voters Mexican art
a Broadway musical Appalachian families

"NOTE Capitalize the names of religions and the people
who practice them. Capitalize the names of holy

days, sacred writings, and deities.

EXAMPLES Islam Muslims Easter theBible Allah

NoTE Capitalize the names of trains, ships, airplanes, and -

spacecraft.
EXAMPLES the Orient Express Titanic
Spirit of §t. Louis Voyager 2

NOTE Don’t capitalize the names of school subjects, excep
for proper nouns and adjectives and course names
followed by a number.

EXAMPLES language arts geography earth science
American history French Algebra 1
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Capitalizing Other Proper Nouns and
Adjectives

Write each sentence. Use capital letters correctly.

1. Several republican candidates will speak at yale

university in october.
2. Many american automobile manufacturers once felt

threatened by japanese carmakers like honda.
3. My dad uses gleemo car wax on his ford truck every

saturday.
4. Did Thomas Jefferson write the declaration of indepen-

dence or the gettysburg address?
5. Do you know anyone who served in world war 11?7

6. Every thanksgiving day, we sing “over the river and
through the woods" on our way to Grandma's.

7. 1 plan to study french in the fall.

8. A famous work of american literature is the last of the

mohicans.
9. The united nations had 184 members as of august 1994.

10. My favorite movie about aliens is e.t.

E:!iiﬂ’ Proofreading

The following letter is about the writer Jack London.
Rewrite the letter, correcting errors in capitalization and
spelling. There are ten errors. Some sentences are correct.

'dear Ms. Simpson,
2 highly reccomend a book.3Itis called the call of the wild. “The

author of the book is named Jack london.
SHave you heard of Jack London? 6He was born in san francisco.

TFlora Wellman was his Mother. ®His stepfather, John London, had
fought in the civil war.
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5 TALIZING SENTENCES,
Ee S?JEDITATIONS, AND LETTER PARTS

A capital letter marks the beginn_ing ofa sentence, A
capital letter also marks the beginning of a direct quoty.
tion and the salutation and the closing of a letter.

RULE 1 Capitalize the first word of every sentence.

EXAMPLE Many people worked for the independence of the Colonigy

RULE 2 Capitalize the first word of a direct quotation thy,

a complete sentence. A direct quotation gives a speaker’s

exact words.
EXAMPLE Travis said, “One of those people was Paul Revere”

RULE3 When a direct quotation is interrupted by explana-
tory words, such as she said, don’t begin the second part of

the direct quotation with a capital letter.

EXAMPLE “I read a famous poem,” said Kim, “ﬂaout Paul Revere!

When the second part of a direct quotation is a new ser-
tence, put a period after the explanatory words and begin
the second part of the quotation with a capital letter.

EXAMPLE “I know that poem.” said Sarah. “My class read if last
week.”

RULE4 Don’t capitalize an indirect quotation. An indirect
quotation does not repeat a person’s exact words and shoul'
not be enclosed in quotation marks. An indirect quotatio?*
often introduced by the word that.

EXAMPLE  The teacher said the poem was written by Longfello"

EXAMPLE The teacher said that the poem was written by
Longfellow.
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o b nd the name of the
pampLES - Dear Mrs. Adamson, Sincerely yours
pumpLES My dear Abigaj] With love,

sr}'rle:. When YU copy a poem, use the style of the
original version,

Capitalizing Sentences,
Letter Parts

Quotations, and

Write each sentence. Use capital letters correctly. If a sen-
tence is already correct, write correct.

1. sombreros are hats with wide brims.

2. Lucy asked, “when does spring begin?”

3. “Spring begins,” answered Suki, “About March 21.”

4. “your reports are due tomorrow,” said Ms. Perez. “there
will be no other homework tonight.”

Madison told me that He had tried out for the play.
Butter and cheese are made from milk.

Percy said, “my report will be about dairy farming.”

“My parents are dairy farmers,” said Ginny. “they could

give you some information.” Ziek
9. “I've never been to Germany,” said Hildy, “but all my
grandparents were born there,"' -
10. Rewrite each salutation or closing that is incorrect.
2. Dear Mom and Dad,  c. Best Wishes,
b. my dear Ms. Murphy,  d. your Friend,

PN ;
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12.2 CAPITALIZING NAMES AND g
TITLES OF PEOPLE ‘

RULE 1 Capitalize the names of people and the initials thag
stand for their names.

EXAMPLES  Clark Kent Susan B. Anthony E. C. Stantoy |

RULE 2 Capitalize a title or an abbreviation of a title when j;
oy v il

EXAMPLES President Wilson Dr. Martin Luther King Ms, Ruj;

Capitalize a title when it’s used instead of a name.

EXAMPLE “Has the enemy surrendered, General?” asked the
colonel.

Don'’t capitalize a title that follows a name or one that is
used as a common noun.

EXAMPLE  Woodrow Wilson, president of the United States during
World War I, supported cooperation among nations.

EXAMPLE  Who was Wilson’s vice president?

RULE3 Capitalize the names and abbreviations of academic
degrees that follow a name. Capitalize Jr. and Sr.

EXAMPLES M. Katayama, M.D. Janis Stein, Ph.D. Otis Ames dr.

RULE 4 Capitalize words that show family relationships when
they’re used as titles or as substitutes for names,

—

EXAMPLE  Last year Father and Aunt Beth tra.veléd to several
western states.

|
|

Don’t capitalize words that show family relationships
when they follow possessive nouns or pronouns.

EXAMPLE - Jo’s uncle took photographs. My aunt Ms',;;framed
them.

dana et S el A o
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| 5 Always capitalize the pronoun /.
ﬂ”‘ﬂf American history is the subject I like best.

m’ Capitalizing Names and Titles of People

Write each sentence. Use capital letters correctly. If a sen-
tence is already correct, write correct.

1. A favorite author for young people is robert louis
stevenson.
2. My father's boss is j. d. bailey.
3. Do you know who dr. jonas salk is?
4. “Will i be all right, doctor?” asked lynn.
5. “The doctor will see you now,” said the nurse.
6. The guest speaker was alma prado, ph.d.
7. My mom and sid’s aunt suzi are good friends.
8. Last week grandpa meyer and aunt rachel opened their
own restaurant.
9. Sometimes i'm not sure if i should speak up or keep
quiet.
10. Do you know the story of captain john smith and

pocahontas?

12.3 CAPITALIZING NAMES OF PLACES

The names of specific places are proper nouns and
should be capitalized. Don’t capitalize articles and short

prepositions that are part of geographical names.

RULE 1 Capitalize the names of cities, counties, states, coun-

tries, and continents.

BiAmpes San Diego  Cook County North Carolina
dJapan Mexico Europe
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RULE 2 Capitalize the names of bodies of water and other
geographical features. |

EXAMPLES Lake Michigan  Gulf of Mexico  Pacific Ocean
Mojave Desert ~ Napa Valley Rocky Mountajyg |

RULE 3 Capitalize the names of sections of a country.
EXAMPLES the Sun Belt New England the Great Plaing

RULE 4 Capitalize direction words when they name a par-

: : ey
ticular section of a country.

EXAMPLES the South the West Coast the Northeast

-5 Don’t capitalize direction words used in other ways.

CAI O
EXAMPLES southern California QO [ j korther ly winds
Kansas is west of Mlssoum

RULE5 Capitalize the names of streets and highways.

EXAMPLES Main Street Route 66 Pennsylvania Turnpike

RULE 6 Capitalize the names of particular buildings, bridges,
monuments, and other structures.

EXAMPLES the White House Golden Gate Bridge
Lincoln Memorial the Rose Bowl

Capitalizing Names of Places

Write each sentence. Use capital letters correctly.

1. Is mount mcKinley the highest mountain in north

america?
2. Is mexico south of the united states of america?

3. Is helena the capital of montana?

4. Is kansas city located in the great plains?
5. Is seattle the largest city in the northwest?
6. Does route 40 cross southern ohio?
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7. Are the empire state buildin,
new york city?
8. Which is smaller, lake erie or lake ontario?

9. Did pioneers travel west to reach the pacifi
. cific
10. Is the cotton bowl in the south? P ocean?

8 and the brooklyn bridge in

.4 CAPITALIZING OT|
17 SND ADIECTCS HER PROPER NOUNS

—
. Many nouns besides the names of people and places are
proper nouns and should be capitalized. Adjectives

formed from proper nouns are called proper adjectives
and should also be capitalized.

¥ not /\VT)(/\L_T d pyonoun s

RULE 1 Capitalize all important words in the names of clubs,
organizations, businesses, institutions, and political parties.

i pampLes  Girl Scouts of America American Red Cross
Microsoft Corporation Smithsonian Institution

University of Nebraska Republican Party

RULE2 Capitalize brand names but not the nouns following
them. 5

BAMPLES Downhome soup Lull-a-bye diapers Kruncho cracker

RULE3 Capitalize all important words in the names of par-
ticular historical events, time periods, and documents.

—
BXAMPLES Revolutionary War  Iron Age Gettysburg Addre:

RULE 4 Capitalize the names of days of the week, months
of the year, and holidays. Don’t capitalize the names of the

[l
Stasons.

Eampies Sunday  April Thanksgiving Day  spring

Chapter 12 Capitalization 2
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