Grainger High School

Grizzlies Marching Band


It’s that time of year!   The Grainger Grizzlies Marching Band is gearing up for the 2014-2015 year!   This document is intended to give students and parents basic information on what to expect throughout the upcoming year.  If there are ANY QUESTIONS, please do not hesitate to email Dr. White at GHSBandInfo@aol.com and I will do my best to respond in a timely manner.
Band Camp:   Band Camp is the official start to our Marching Season and where several important things happen:

· We meet each other and begin to work as a team

· We learn the basics of marching

· We learn the music for the show 

· The Color Guard learns the work for the show

· We learn the drill for the show

Band Camp will be held at King’s Christian Academy in Seymour, TN, July 20 – 25, 2014. It is required for all Marching Band members, and is an intense period of instruction that is vital to the production of an outstanding performance.  There will be rehearsals at the school the week prior to band camp, so make sure you plan vacations around these two weeks.
The drill and music are the focus of the camp; however, much is gained through interpersonal relationships and friendships formed during this period.   
	What to Bring to Band Camp
	What NOT to Bring

	1. Your Instrument – Be Sure you have a Lyre
2. If you play percussion, be sure you have the correct sticks and mallets.

3. Pillows, Blankets (Maybe 2 – it can be chilly at night).  Clothing for the entire week, a hat or cap, several pairs of athletic shoes and socks.

4. Bathing Suit (Modest) if you wish to swim. 

5. Orange Converse and Navy Shorts for Friday’s Performance.
6. Sunscreen (SPF 30+) and Aloe.
7. Towels, Washcloths, Sheets, Soap, Shampoo, Deodorant, etc.  All normal toiletries as none are provided.
8. Snacks, but NO COOLERS!  Drinks will be sold at camp.
	1. Video Games, TV, Stereos, laptops, etc.  A clock radio will be allowed.  IPods are acceptable; however, if they are damaged, lost, or stolen, neither the Band Directors personally, Grainger County Schools, nor King’s Academy are responsible!!!

2. Any “Party Items” such as silly string, shaving cream (only allowed for shaving) or any item intended for hazing or pranks.  Leave them at home!!!



	Any rule pertaining to conduct in effect for Grainger County Schools is also in effect at Band Camp.  


Uniforms
Each band member will be issued a Grainger Grizzly Marching Band Uniform.  Students are asked to pay a uniform fee each year to help offset the cost of dry cleaning.  
Marching Band Uniform Requirements:

· Marching Band T-shirt (Issued at Band Camp)

· Band Uniform (Parents, Jacket, Overlay and Hat with Plume)

· Black Socks – Students will need to wear black socks for full uniform performances.  Students are responsible for their own black socks. 

· Black Marching Shoes – Students are responsible for providing their own black marching shoes, however, please check the uniform room first to see if there are any donated shoes that may work.  Shoes may be purchased at the Trade Center or through Lunsfords, who visits our school weekly.
Summer Uniform:
Many times throughout the year, full uniforms may not be required due to weather conditions or performance situations.  During these times, the band will wear their official Summer Uniform which shall consist of:

· Marching Band T-shirt 

· NAVY Shorts – Remember that navy blue shorts that are solid navy in Dockers-type fabric and come at least to the middle of your thighs are necessary to go with your band t-shirt.  Cargo or athletic style shorts should be avoided.
· Socks – Short white socks
· Orange Tennis Shoes – We will order these as a group.  Please plan on around $40 for the cost of these.
Football Games

Home Games:

The band performs at all home Football Games with music played in the stands during the game and the marching show performed at half time.  These games are extremely important because this is where a large part of the community gets to hear the band.   The band is given the 3rd quarter off in order to eat and take a break but must be back, ready to play, by the beginning of the 4th quarter.

Away Games:

The band attends all away games possible each season and departs for these games directly from school.  All band members are required to travel to away games on the bus with the band and should not be driven separately by parents but may be allowed to leave the games with the parents.  A written note is required to be turned in to the Band Director prior to leaving the high school for the game if the student will be riding home from the game with their parent.  
Competitions and Parades

The Band also competes at area competitions during the Marching Season and participates in area parades during the holiday season.   Transportation guidelines for competitions and parades are the same as for any away game.
Fundraising and the Band Boosters

It takes a tremendous amount of parent support and funds to operate the band program each year.   The Band Boosters conduct various fundraising activities each year to raise the necessary monies that it takes to cover the expenses associated with a marching band.  In addition to fundraising, parents from the Band Boosters also form the workforce required to ensure smooth operation of the Band throughout the year.    The activities of the Band Boosters are detailed in the Band Booster Handbook and all parents are strongly encouraged to actively participate.
Costs 

Each student is responsible for certain band related expenses such as Band Camp ($200, due July 18), Uniform Fees ($50, due August 29).  In addition, some other costs, such as shoes, socks, gloves are the responsibility of the students.   

Each student in the Grainger Grizzly Marching Band has a Student Account.  Students are able to create credits into their individual accounts by participating in various fundraising activities throughout the year.  If you have questions about your student’s account, please contact the Band Booster Treasurer.
