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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 

Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

1 4 1 1 2 RL-1 

The student will identify text 

evidence to support a GIVEN 

inference based on the text. 

 

 

 

Key: If he could just make a suit that looked like Bear's, he would be able to dip his paw 

into the base of the tree and out would come sweet golden honey. 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct sentence. 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 

Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

2 4 1 2 2 RL-2 

The student will determine or 

summarize a theme of a text. 

 

 

 

Key: D 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response. 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 

Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

3 4 1 3 2 RL-4, L-4.d 

The student will determine the 

meaning of a word based on its 

context in a literary text. 

 

 

 

Key: B, D 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the two correct responses. 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 

Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

4 4 1 4 3 RL-6 

The student will form a conclusion 

about a literary text and identify 

details within the text that support 

that conclusion. 

 

 

 

Score Rationale Exemplar 

2 

A response: 

 Gives sufficient evidence of the 

ability to make a clear 

inference/conclusion 

 Includes specific examples/details 

that make clear reference to the 

text 

 Adequately explains 

inference/conclusion with clearly 

relevant information based on the 

text 

Responses may include (but are 

not limited to): 

 (conclusion) States the 

identifying characteristics of third 

person point of view such as lack 

of first person pronouns. 

 (support) Words I, me, and we 

are not used in the story. 

 (support) Pronouns used are he, 

him, it, and they which indicate 

third person point of view. 

The author has written this passage in third person 

point of view. The narrator is someone outside of the 

story. I know this because none of the characters are 

telling the story. If one of the characters were telling 

the story, the words I, me, or we would be in the 

text and that is first person point of view. The author 

uses the pronouns he, him, it, and they which are 

used in third person point of view stories. An 

example from the story is: Coyote wore a smile as 

wide as the sky, for he knew what he had to do to 

have a taste of the bees' sweet honey. 

1 

A response: 

 Gives limited evidence of the 

ability to make an 

The author wrote the passage in third person point 

of view. I know because the storyteller is not a 

character in the story. 
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inference/conclusion  

 Includes vague/limited 

examples/details that make 

reference to the text 

 Explains inference/conclusion 

with vague/limited information 

based on the text 

Responses may include those 

listed in the 2-point response. 

0 

A response: 

 Gives no evidence of the ability to 

make an inference/conclusion 

OR 

 Gives an inference/conclusion but 

includes no examples or 

examples/details that make 

reference to the text 

OR 

 Gives an inference/conclusion but 

includes no explanation or no 

relevant information from the 

text 

The author wrote the passage in first person point of 

view. 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 

Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

5 4 1 5 3 RL-3 

The student will analyze the 

relationship between characters' 

actions/interactions within the text. 

 

 

Key: Part A: C; Part B: He knew that Bear was able to simply take the honey from the 

base of the tree.; If he could just make a suit that looked like Bear's, he would be able 

to dip his paw into the base of the tree and out would come sweet golden honey. 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response in Part A and selects the two 

correct sentences in Part B. 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 

Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

6 4 1 6 3 RL-5 

The student will analyze why the 

author structured elements within 

the text in a certain manner and the 

impact of that structure on meaning. 

 

 

 

Key: B, D, F 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the three correct responses. 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 

Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

7 4 1 7 3 RL-4, L-5 

The student will interpret the 

meaning of figurative words 

and phrases used in context 

and analyze its impact on 

meaning or tone. 

 

 

 

Key: B 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response. 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 

Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

8 4 1 8 2 RI-1 

The student will identify text 

evidence to support a given 

conclusion based on the text. 

 

 

 

Key: D 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response. 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 

Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

9 4 1 9 2 RI-2 

The student will summarize 

the central idea in a text. 

 

 

 

Key: Part A: D; Part B: D 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response in Part A and the correct response 

in Part B. 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 

Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

10 4 1 11 3 RI-3 

The student will form a 

conclusion about an 

informational text and identify 

details within the text that 

supports that conclusion. 

 

 

 

Key: Part A: A; Part B: C 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response in Part A and the correct response 

in Part B. 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 

Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

11 4 1 11 3 RI-3 

The student will form a 

conclusion about an 

informational text and identify 

details within the text that 

support that conclusion. 

 

 

Score Rationale Exemplar 

2 

A response: 

 Gives sufficient evidence of the 

ability to make a clear 

inference/conclusion 

 Includes specific examples/details 

that make clear reference to the 

text 

 Adequately explains 

inference/conclusion with clearly 

relevant information based on the 

text 

Responses may include (but are 

not limited to): 

 (conclusion) Building materials 

are carefully selected and must 

meet certain criteria. 

 (support) strong materials 

needed to build the basket and 

balloon  

 (support) flexible materials that 

can expand and contract and 

move with the wind 

 (support) lightweight materials 

that can lift off easily 

The building materials for a hot air balloon are 

selected for certain reasons. They must be strong 

and lightweight. The basket, made out of wicker 

(woven wood) will carry people, so it must be strong, 

but it should be lightweight, which is why nylon (a 

strong and flexible material) is used to make the 

balloon. Propane burners are used to heat the air 

inside the balloon. These materials help the balloon 

to fly.  
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1 

A response: 

 Gives limited evidence of the 

ability to make an 

inference/conclusion  

 Includes vague/limited 

examples/details that make 

reference to the text 

 Explains inference/conclusion 

with vague/limited information 

based on the text 

Responses may include those 

listed in the 2-point response. 

The building materials for a hot air balloon must be 

strong enough to hold the people. 

0 

A response: 

 Gives no evidence of the ability to 

make an inference/conclusion 

OR 

 Gives an inference/conclusion but 

includes no examples or 

examples/details that make 

reference to the text 

OR 

 Gives an inference/conclusion but 

includes no explanation or no 

relevant information from the 

text 

The baskets should not be lightweight or the people 

will fall through. 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 

Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

12 4 1 12 4 RI-3 

The student will analyze the 

interaction between elements 

within a text. 

 

 

 

Key: D, F 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the two correct responses. 

  



Grade 4 

 
 

G4_PracticeTest_ScoringGuide_ELA.docx  15 

Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 

Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

13 4 1 13 2 RI-5 

The student will interpret why 

the author structured elements 

within the text in a certain 

manner and the impact of that 

structure on meaning. 

 

 

 

Key: D 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response. 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 

Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

14 4 1 14 2 L-5.a 

The student will interpret the 

meaning of figurative phrases 

used in context. 

 

 

 

Key: C 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response. 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 

Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

15 4 1 14 2 L-5.a 

The student will analyze the 

impact of word choice on reader 

interpretation of a text. 

 

 

Key: C 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response. 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 

Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

16 4 2 1b 2 W-3.a 

(Organization) The student will 

revise narrative texts by 

identifying improved narrative 

organizational elements such as an 

introduction that establishes a 

situation. 

 

 

 

Key: D 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response. 

  



Grade 4 

 
 

G4_PracticeTest_ScoringGuide_ELA.docx  19 

Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 

Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

17 4 2 3a 3 W-2.a 

(Organization) The student will 

use information provided in a 

stimulus to write organized 

informational/explanatory text 

by a. Stating a focus (main idea) 

 

 

 

Score Rationale Exemplar 

2 

The response: 

• introduces an adequate 

statement of the main 

idea/controlling idea that reflects 

the stimulus as a whole; 

• provides adequate information to 

put the main idea/controlling idea 

into context. 

• does more than list 

points/reasons to support main 

idea/controlling idea–not 

formulaic 

• connects smoothly to the body 

paragraph  

Our class took a trip to one of the most interesting 

places in our city—the children's museum. At this 

unusual museum kids can learn and have fun at the 

same time. We got to see subjects as different as 

dinosaurs and stars. 

Annotation: The response has a controlling idea—

children’s museum is “interesting” (a very 4th grade 

kind of “controlling idea”) that does reflect the 

entirety of the stimulus and does add enough 

context for the reader to understand the stimulus 

(class trip). The reasons to illustrate “interesting” 

(“both fun and” educational, “different as dinosaurs 

and stars,”) lead smoothly into the body paragraph. 

Note: Other “2” responses may not cover all the “2” 

criteria as thoroughly or smoothly but will 

nonetheless cover most of them adequately.  

1 The response: Our class went to the children’s museum. We learned 
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• provides a partial or limited 

introduction of the main 

idea/controlling idea that partially 

reflects or just restates the 

stimulus; 

• may provide general and/or 

extraneous information to put the 

main idea/controlling idea into 

context;  

• may list supporting 

points/reasons—formulaic; 

• provides a limited and/or 

awkward connection to the body 

paragraph  

about fossils, stars, and monkeys. It was a great 

day. 

Annotation: The response generally introduces a 

main idea of going “to the children’s museum” 

although the reader has no sense of why (field trip?) 

or where (local?). The details are partial and listed 

with a limited attempt to connect to the body (it was 

a great day). Note: Other “1” level papers could 

have different strengths/weaknesses but all will have 

the sense of being limited. 

0 

The response: 

 provides no introduction or an 

inadequate or inappropriate main 

idea/controlling idea based on the 

stimulus; 

 provides irrelevant or no 

information to put the main 

idea/controlling idea into context; 

 provides no connection to the 

body paragraph 

We went on a really fun trip and saw cool stuff. 

Annotation: While other “0” responses may list 

irrelevant information (“my family loves to go to the 

art museum” and/or have an unclear main idea 

(“field trips are fun”), this response provides an 

inadequate (minimal) introduction because the 

language is so vague. There is no context (where did 

they go) and there are no details (“cool stuff”) from 

the stimulus. 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 

Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

18 4 2 6b 2 W-1.b 

(Elaboration) The student will 

revise complex opinion text by 

identifying best use of elaboration 

techniques such as a. Developing 

the opinion with supporting 

evidence/reasons and elaboration 

 

 

 

Key: B, F 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the two correct responses. 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 

Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

19 4 2 8 2 

W-3.d, W-

3.d 

The student will identify and use 

effective sensory details to 

convey experiences and events. 

 

 

 

Key: D 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response. 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 

Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

20 4 2 9 1 L-1, L-2 

To complete this task, the 

student must identify the error in 

subject-verb agreement and the 

error in the use of a coordinating 

conjunction. 

 

 

 

Key: We was eating supper last night when we heard a huge crash from outside.; For 

about ten seconds, we all sat there wondering, and looking at each other. 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the two correct sentences. 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

21 4 2 9 1 
L-1, L-2, 
L-3b 

To complete the task, students 
must identify the correct use 
of commas and quotation 

marks to mark direct speech 
and quotations. 

 

 

 

Key: D 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response. 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 

Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

22 4 3 4 2 SL-2, SL-3 

1. The student will identify or 

interpret the purpose, central 

idea, or key points of a 

presentation. 

 

 

 

Key: Part A: B; Part B: C 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response in Part A and the correct 

response in Part B. 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 

Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

23 4 3 4 2 SL-2, SL-3 

1. The student will identify 

or interpret the purpose, 

central idea, or key points 

of a presentation. 

 

 

 

Key: C 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response. 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 

Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

24 4 3 4 3 SL-2, SL-3 

3. The student will draw 

and/or support a conclusion 

based on content in a 

presentation. 

 

 

 

Key: C, E 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the two correct responses. 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 

Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

25 4 3 4 2 SL-2 

1. The student will identify the 

key points of the presentation. 

 

 

 

Key: C, E 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the two correct responses. 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 

Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

26 4 3 4 1 SL-3 

1. The student will identify 

or interpret the purpose, 

central idea, or key points 

of a presentation. 

 

 

Key: C 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response. 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 

Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

27 4 3 4 3 SL-3 

3. The student will draw and/or 

support a conclusion based on 

content in a presentation. 

 

 

 

Key: B 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response. 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 

Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

28 4 4 2 2 W-8, W-9 

The student will locate 

information from a text source 

to support a central idea or 

subtopic related to research. 

 

 

 

Key: These teachers showed children how to recognize the letters of the alphabet, how 

to spell, and how to do simple math. 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct sentence. 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 

Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

29 4 4 2 2 W-8, RI-7 

The student will interpret 

information from a visual source 

to support a given purpose 

related to research tasks. 

 

 

 

Key: Later, gold was found at Sutter’s Mill in California.; After that, more people began 

to journey west. 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the two correct responses. 

  



Grade 4 

 
 

G4_PracticeTest_ScoringGuide_ELA.docx  33 

Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 

Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

30 4 4 4 2 W-9 

The student will select evidence 

to support conjectures or 

opinions based on evidence 

collected and analyzed. 

 

 

 

Key: E, F 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the two correct responses. 


