Revised Standards
Overview

Part I: Standards Review Process
At the March 2015 meeting of the State Board of
Education, Governor Ducey called upon the Board to
“make any necessary changes to the Arizona
Mathematics Standards and English Language Arts
Standards, in order to ensure that the standards are
vetted, approved, and controlled by Arizona, and that
they are best for Arizona’s students” (Agenda Item 4B,
Arizona State Board of Education Meeting April 27, 2015).
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Part I: Standards Review Process
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Part I: Standards Review Process
The English Language Arts and Mathematics Working Groups
were comprised of Arizona educators from public, charter, and
post-secondary institutes of higher education.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Over 200 educators participated
From 10 counties across Arizona
Over 60 Arizona school districts represented
Over 7000 total hours donated
Approximately 9000 public comments reviewed
Included Teachers, Instructional Specialists, Administrators,
and Professors
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Part I: Standards Review Process
In addition to public feedback, the initial draft of the 2016
Arizona ELA Standards was reviewed by independent expert
reviewers, who were commissioned by the State Board. The
suggestions of these reviewers were factored into the final draft.
Dr. Sandra Stotsky
Dr. Jean Boreen (AZ – NAU)
Dr. Miah Daughtery - Achieve
Dr. Sarah Abercrombie (AZ - NAU) – Educational Psychologist
Dr. Elizabeth Pope (AZ – U of A) – Educational Psychologist
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Part I: Standards Review Process
The English Language Arts Standards
and Mathematics Standards were
adopted by the State Board of
Education on December 19, 2016
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Part II: Implementation
There will be a two year implementation timeline:
• 2017-2018 – Transition year
• 2018-2019 - Full implementation.
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Part II: Implementation
AzMERIT
• AzMERIT will be aligned to the new standards starting
with the spring 2019 AzMERIT exam, which will assess
the new standards.
• The process for reviewing and updating the AzMERIT
ELA and Math Blueprints began in March.
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Part II: Implementation Resources
•

Summary of Changes documents (Anchor, K-8, 9/10 and 11/12) are
available now.
• Trainings on the new ELA standards are available in both webinar and inperson formats. (*Webinars are available on demand.)
– Overview of Changes to the ELA Standards
– K-3 Writing: Foundational Skills
– Six Syllable Types
– Text Complexity
– Rhetorical Reading and Writing
– Informational Texts in the ELA Classroom
– Blended Writing
http://www.azed.gov/standards-practices/k-12standards/english-languagearts-standards/
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Part III: The Structure of the Standards
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Part III: The Structure of the Standards
Name of Standards:
Arizona English Language Arts Standards
Arizona Mathematics Standards
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Part III: Structure of the Standards
The new ELA standards have the following
elements:
1. A new introduction,
2. A brief grade-level summary at the beginning
of each set of grade-level standards,
3. Standards for each grade level, and
4. A glossary.
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Part III: Structure of the Standards
Each grade level opens with a one-page summary of its
standards. The summaries can serve as a nice quickreference tool for teachers, parents, and students,
though they do not negate the need for educators to
carefully read the standards.
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Part III: Structure of the Standards
The standards are structured around Anchor standards for each strand:
Reading, Writing, Speaking & Listening, and Language. Each grade-level has a
corresponding standard for each Anchor standard.
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Part III: Structure of Standards
The coding for the standards kept the same
structure as the 2010 standards.
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Part IV: Overview of Changes
The suggested percentages for the use of literary and
informational texts were removed.
• The 2010 standards included suggested percentages
for the use of literary and informational texts.
Grade

Literary

Informational

4
8
12

50%
45%
30%

50%
55%
70%

Source: National Assessment Governing Board. (2008). Reading framework for the 2009 National Assessment of Educational Progress.
Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office.

•

While these percentages were removed, there are still
9 standards for reading literature and 10 standards for
reading informational text at each grade level, so a
balance of texts is required.
• However, that balance is now determined at a local
level.
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Part IV: Overview of Changes
The 6-12 Literacy in History, Science, and Technical Subjects
standards have been removed.
Grades 6-12 content area teachers (science, social studies, math, arts, CTE, etc.)
will continue to integrate reading, writing, and speaking/listening standards into
their content instruction, but will now integrate the new ELA standards instead of
the Grades 6-12 Standards for Literacy in History, Science, and Technical Subjects.
– In grades 6-12 content courses, grade-level ELA standards for reading
informational text (RI) will replace the standards for Reading in
History/Reading in Science and Technical Subjects (RH/RST).
– In grades 6-12 content courses, the use of the grade-level ELA standards for
writing (W) will replace the standards for Writing in History, Science, and
Technical Subjects (WHST).
– In grades 6-12 content courses, teachers will integrate the new grade-level
ELA standards for speaking and listening (SL).
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Part IV: Overview of Changes
The standards for text complexity (RL.10 and RI.10) in grades 2-12 now call for the use of
qualitative and quantitative measures. The ELA Glossary contains guidance on using these
measures when determining text complexity. The ELA standards still call for students to
proficiently and independently read increasingly complex texts.
Standard (Elementary)
3.RL.10: By the end of the year, proficiently and independently read and comprehend literature,
including stories, dramas, and poetry, in a text complexity range determined by qualitative and
quantitative measures appropriate to grade 3.
3.RI.10: By the end of the year, proficiently and independently read and comprehend informational texts,
including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, in a text complexity range determined by
qualitative and quantitative measures appropriate to grade 3.

Standard (Secondary)
6.RL.10: By the end of the year, proficiently and independently read and comprehend literature, including
stories, dramas, and poetry, in a text complexity range determined by qualitative and quantitative
measures appropriate to grade 6.
6.RI.10: By the end of the year, proficiently and independently read and comprehend informational texts
and nonfiction in a text complexity range determined by qualitative and quantitative measures
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appropriate to grade 6.

Part IV: Overview of Changes
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Part IV: Overview of Changes
Examples that referenced specific works, authors, or curricular elements were removed from the standards, often opening the standard to a wider variety of texts. The
removal of curricular examples was especially prevalent in grades 9-12.

Example:

2010 Standard

2016 Standard

9-10.RL.9: Analyze how an author
9-10.RL.9: Analyze how an author
draws on and transforms source
draws on and transforms source
material in a specific work (e.g., how material in a specific work.
Shakespeare treats a theme or topic
from Ovid or the Bible or how a
later author draws on a play by
Shakespeare).
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ELA Overview of Changes: Reading
Examples that referenced specific works, authors, or curricular elements were removed from the standards.

Impacted Standards
2.RL.9

8.RL.9
9-10.RL.7
9-10.RL.9
9-10.RI.4
9-10.RI. 9
11-12.RL.3
11-12.RL.4
11-12.RL.5
11-12.RL.6

11-12.RL.7
11-12.RL.9
11-12.RI.4
11-12.RI.8
11-12.RI.9
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Part IV: Overview of Changes
Standards for the use of the six syllable types when reading
grade-level texts were added to the K-5 Reading: Foundational
Skills standards to augment instruction in phonics.
Coding

Standard

1.RF.3.d

Recognize and apply all six syllable types when decoding grade level texts.

2.RF.3.c

Identify and apply all six syllable types to decode appropriate grade-level text.

3.RF.3.c

Apply knowledge of the six syllable types to read grade-level words accurately.

4.RF.3.c

Apply knowledge of the six syllable patterns to read grade level words
accurately.

5.RF.3.b

Apply knowledge of the six syllable patterns to read grade level words
accurately.
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Part IV: Overview of Changes
A new Writing: Foundational Skills sub-strand was added to grades K-5 that focuses on
sound-letter basics, handwriting, and spelling.
3.WF.1

Demonstrate and apply handwriting skills.
a. Read and write cursive letters, upper and lower case.
b. Transcribe ideas legibly in cursive and manuscript, with appropriate spacing and
indentation.

3.WF.2

Standard ends at grade 2.

3.WF.3

Know and apply spelling conventions and patterns.
a. Spell single-syllable words with less common and complex graphemes (e.g., ough, augh,
old, -ind, -ost, -ild families).
b. Identify language of origin for words, as noted in dictionaries.
c. Spell singular and plural possessives (e.g., teacher's, teachers').
d. Spell regular two-and three-syllable words that:
1. Combine all basic syllable types: closed, VCe (Vowel-Consonant-silent e), open, vowel
team, vowel-r, and consonant le.
2. Include common, transparent prefixes and suffixes (e.g., re-, pre-, sub-, un-, dis-, mis-;
-able, -ness, -ful, -tion).
e. Spell grade-level appropriate words in English, as found in a research-based list (*See
guidelines under Word Lists in the ELA Glossary), including:
1. Irregular words.
2. Pattern-based words.
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Importance of phonics

24

ELA Standards – Overview of Changes to the Standards
The foundational reading and new foundational writing standards work
together to improve literacy skills.
Reading: Foundational Skills

Writing: Foundational Skills

1.RF.3: Know and apply phonics and word
analysis skills in decoding one syllable or
multisyllabic words.

1.WF.3: Know and apply phonics and word
analysis skills when encoding words.

a. Know the spelling‐sound correspondences for
common consonant digraphs.
b. Decode regularly spelled one-syllable words.
c. Use knowledge that every syllable must have a vowel
sound to determine the number of syllables in a printed
word.

d. Recognize and apply all six syllable types
when decoding grade-level texts.
e. Read words with inflectional endings.
f. Recognize and read grade‐appropriate irregularly
spelled words.

a. Spell common, regular, single-syllable words using:
1. Short vowels and single consonants.
2. Consonant graphemes including qu, x, and -ck;
digraphs (e.g., thin, shop, when, much, sing); and
doubled letters (e.g., off, will, mess).
3. Initial and final consonant blends (e.g., must, slab,
plump).
4. Long vowel patterns spelled correctly, including
VCe (e.g., came, like), common vowel teams (e.g.,
boat, play, wait, see, team, right), and open syllables
(e.g., go, cry).
5. Vowel-r combinations, including er, ar, or (e.g.,
car, her, stir, for, burn).
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Part IV: Overview of Changes
Standards for the reading and writing of cursive were added at grades 3-5 in the new Writing: Foundational Skills sub-strand.
•
Per A.R.S. 15-741 (E), handwriting will not be assessed on AZMERIT. However, this does not diminish its importance as a
skill for improving both writing and reading skills.

Grade-level

Standard

3.WF.1

Demonstrate and apply handwriting skills.
a. Read and write cursive letters, upper and lower case.
b. Transcribe ideas legibly in cursive and manuscript, with appropriate spacing and
indentation.

4.WF.1

Demonstrate and apply handwriting skills
a. Read and write cursive letters, upper and lower case.
b. Transcribe ideas legibly and fluently with appropriate spacing and indentation.

5.WF.1

Demonstrate and apply handwriting skills.
a. Read and write cursive letters, upper and lower case.
b. Transcribe ideas legibly and fluently with appropriate spacing and indentation.
26

Arizona Mathematics Standards
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Coding
• K-8
• No changes in coding
• New standards include a lower case letter or it
is an additional standard at the end of the
Domain

• High School – HS replaced with
•
•
•
•

A1 - Algebra 1
G- Geometry
A2- Algebra 2
P - Plus
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Summary of Revisions and Planning
Guidance Document
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Additions/Deletions
Parameter Changes/Clarifications
Content Emphasis
Changes in Cognitive Demand (K-8)
Standards for Mathematical Practice
Standards/Curriculum/Instruction
Fluency/Fluency Definition
Rigor
Table 1 and 2 (Grades K-4)

Better than a……
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Part V: Summary of Changes
Documents
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Part V: Summary of Changes
Documents
Seven Sections
1. Definition of Standards, Curriculum, and Instruction
2. Overarching Changes (K-12)
3. Additions
4. Deletions
5. Moves
6. Changes
7. Areas of Emphasis
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Part V: Summary of Changes
Documents
Standards – What a student needs to know,
understand, and be able to do by the end of each
grade. Standards build across grade levels in a
progression of increasing understanding and
through a range of cognitive demand levels.
Standards are adopted at the state level by the
State Board of Education.
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Part V: Summary of Changes
Documents
Curriculum – The resources used for teaching and learning the
standards. Curricula are adopted at a local level by districts
and schools.
Instruction – The methods used by teachers to teach their
students. Instructional techniques are employed by individual
teachers in response to the needs of the students in their
classes to help them progress through the curriculum in order
to master the standards.
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Part V: Summary of Changes
Documents
Overarching Changes (K-12):
•
Removal of the percentages for the use of literary and informational texts (K-12)
•
Removal of the Literacy in History/SS, Science, and Technical Subjects standards
(6-12) and direction for these subjects to look to the ELA standards for Reading
Informational Text, Writing, and Speaking & Listening.
•
Addition of qualitative and quantitative measures to the text complexity
standards, RL.10 and RI.10 (2-12)
•
Removal of examples that reference specific works, authors, and/or curricular
elements (K-12)
•
Addition of a new Writing: Foundational Skills sub-strand (K-5)
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Part V: Summary of Changes
Documents
Additions, Deletions, and Moves
• These sections list the standards that were deleted from
the 2010 standards, moved to a new location in the 2016
standards, or added to the 2016 standards.
• The K-5 Writing: Foundational Skills standards were the
largest addition to the standards.
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Part V: Summary of Changes
Documents
Parameter Changes/Clarifications
• This section lists the grade-level standards that were
present in the 2010 standards but have been changed
in the 2016 standards.
• Each changed grade-level standard includes a brief
description of how the standard changed.
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Part V: Summary of Changes
Document
Areas of Emphasis
1.
This section is designed to highlight key elements in the grade-level and grade band.
2.
It includes elements that are new to the standards and crucial elements that remained in the
standards
– The ELA shifts are embedded in this section for each grade level.
• Regular practice with complex texts and academic vocabulary
• Using evidence from literary and informational texts when reading, writing, and speaking
• Reading complex and content-rich nonfiction to build knowledge and understanding
3.
This section is not all-inclusive. It is a quick reference for key elements and does not replace the
need to read the standards in detail.
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Part V: Summary of Changes
Documents: Available Resources
•
•

Summary of Changes documents (Anchor, K-8, 9/10 and 11/12) are available
now.
Trainings on the new ELA standards are available in both webinar and in-person
formats.
– Overview of Changes to the ELA Standards
– K-3 Writing: Foundational Skills
– Six Syllable Types
– Text Complexity
– Rhetorical Reading and Writing
– Informational Texts in the ELA Classroom
– Blended Writing

*Webinars are offered on demand at no charge.
http://www.azed.gov/standards-practices/k-12standards/english-language-artsstandards/
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Mathematics Implementation
Overview of changes to the math standards
Crane Digital Curriculum Resource
Tara Guerrero Math Specialist, Crane Schools
Family News Letter in January
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