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Multicultural Literature 

 

 

 

 
Mission Statement: 

The mission of the Wolcott Public Schools is to develop in each student the knowledge, skills, and 

attitudes necessary to become a productive member of the community and a contributing member 

of society. 

 

 

 

 

Departmental Philosophy: 

Quality language arts education must be part of the core curriculum for all Connecticut students. 

By the end of high school, all graduates should be able to develop and communicate ideas and 

opinions through reading, interpreting and evaluating texts in various content areas. Likewise, 

students should be able to recognize the influences of individual, social, cultural and historical 

contexts on readers and writers. To that end, students will be able to use language to think 

critically, solve problems in everyday life and prepare to enter a diverse, global workforce. 

(CSDE/CCSS Position Statement on English Language Arts Education) 

  

 

 

 

Course Description: 

 
Prerequisite: English 11 American Literature  

 

Students will be introduced to a variety of multicultural novels. They will explore the cultural, linguistic 

and ethnic diversity of approximately four to five different cultures. Students will write a research paper on 

a topic related to the themes discussed.  
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UNIT ORGANIZER – Unit 1 
 

 

Grade/Subject  English 12: Multicultural Literature  

Unit Title  Nature of Monstrosity  

Overview of Unit This unit will focus on challenging the archetypal notions of hero and monster by 

perpetuating a complex understanding of the scope of human nature and the moral 

ambiguities that create and define “monsters.” The unit will examine a variety of 

texts (including a novel, short stories, excerpts, and nonfiction) which deal with the 

fragility of human nature when facing monstrosity. 

Pacing   6-8 weeks 

 

Background Information For The Teacher 

Unit Rationale:  “Hero” and “Villain”, “good” and “evil” are archetypal terms utilized not only in 

literature, but as a way of understanding human nature. However, the nature of monstrosity and evil is 

ambiguous and indefinable. Many philosophers have debated the notion of the nature of man, 

questioning whether man is inherently good, inherently evil, or a blank slate. This debate creates a 

thematic moral “grey area” in which it is difficult to assign the roles of hero and monster. This unit will 

explore the nature of monstrosity, its definition, creation, and manifestation in the human condition.   

 

 Key Learning/Big Ideas: The Common Core Standards require that 12th grade students write 

analytical and explanatory pieces that convey complex ideas and concepts in an organized 

manner. In this performance task, students have their choice of a variety of texts through which 

they will practice both literary analysis of a complex topic and organized writing.  

 

Why is this learning relevant/important (including connections to previous topics/units, etc.)? 
 

 Pre-Unit Connections: This performance task connects thematically to the other units in the 

course, where an emphasis on human nature is important in the analysis and evaluation of 

theme. It also seeks to utilize literature to examine and understand cultural ideologies.  

 

 

Essential Questions 

See excerpt: http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/109004/chapters/What-Makes-a-Question-

Essential%A2.aspx  

Is monstrosity a natural part of the human condition? 

What factors create monstrosity? 

How is monstrosity manifested differently in different people? 

How do moral ambiguities challenge the accepted archetypal notions of good and evil? 

What role does perspective play in defining monstrosity?  

 

 

 

 

http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/109004/chapters/What-Makes-a-Question-Essential%A2.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/109004/chapters/What-Makes-a-Question-Essential%A2.aspx
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Applicable Content Standards: 

RL: 11-12.1, 11-12.2, 11-12.3, 11-12.4, 11-12.5, 11-12.6 

W: 11-12.1, 11-12.2, 11-12.4, 11-12.5, 11-12.9, 11-12.10 

SL: 11-12.1, 11-12.3 

 

Academic Vocabulary 

 Monstrosity 

 Human nature  

 Moral 

 Ambiguity  

 Archetype  

 

21st Century Competencies 

 

*Delete the ones not in unit  
 

 Problem Solving and Critical Thinking 

 Accessing and Analyzing Information 

 Communication and Collaboration 

 Creativity and Innovation 

 Initiative, Self-Direction and Accountability 

 

UNDERSTAND 
Big ideas, generalizations, principles, concepts, ideas that transfer across situations 

Students will understand that: 
 Good and evil are extremely fluid concepts impacted by a variety of factors including society, 

culture, and morality. 

 Moral ambiguities complicate the nature of man and create multiple perspectives in which to 

define monstrosity.  

 Cultural experience is an integral part of the human experience and directly impacts moral 

perspective.  

 Quality analytical writing requires organization and revision, and must be completed in stages.  

 

Possible Student Misconceptions for this Unit - (If needed) 

Students may believe that: 
 Good and evil are clearly defined concepts that apply to mankind 

 Moral codes are shared by all and are manifested similarly in most people 

 Literature does not accurately portray cultural values 
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Possible Lessons/Suggested Learning Activities 

Input at least three lessons/learning activities that are current and applicable to this unit 

In order to 

learn/understand 

how to...: 
(Identified in 

previous section 

titled “Understand”) 

Students might: 
(List learning activities below) 

Good and evil are 

extremely fluid 

concepts impacted by 

a variety of factors 

including society, 

culture, and morality. 

 Students will examine the philosophies of Thomas Hobbes, John 

Locke, and Jean-Jacques Rousseau regarding the nature of man by 

reading and analyzing excerpts of their writing. 

 Read a novel and various other texts to examine the various factors that 

impact the formation of a moral code.  

 Complete mini writing assignments throughout the unit that ask 

students to explore the fluidity of good and evil and utilize textual 

evidence to support their ideas.  

Moral ambiguities 

complicate the nature 

of man and create 

multiple perspectives 

in which to define 

monstrosity.  

 Students will read and analyze a classic tale of the Three Little Pigs 

from the the perspective of the wolf and work in groups to analyze how 

a change in perspective complicates the notion of monstrosity. Students 

may also do this with Grendel, Frankenstein, and The Dew Breaker.  

 Students may research modern examples of morally ambiguous 

situations in the media, films, or other books and present the various 

perspectives and debate with classmates regarding monstrosity.  

Cultural experience 

is an integral part of 

the human 

experience and 

directly impacts 

moral perspective. 

 Students will receive background notes regarding the cultural norms 

and practices of the time period in British culture that is being 

discussed. 

 Students can research and/or read articles addressing how British 

culture is exemplified within the literature they are reading.  

 In groups, students can discuss and list aspects of culture and morality 

the British most valued and analyze the way in which various 

characters embody or reject these values.  

Quality analytical 

writing requires 

organization and 

revision, and must be 

completed in stages.  

 Students will complete a series of mini writing prompts that they may 

utilize in completing their final performance task.  

 Students will fill in a character chart for the novel as they read, and 

include quotes with page number. 

 Students will write a thesis statement that will be pre-approved by 

teacher. 

 Students will engage in a comprehensive peer editing process before 

handing in their final draft.  

 

 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Subject: Summary of the Connection: 

Philosophy  Moral ambiguity and man’s natural tendencies toward good and evil is the basis of 

much philosophical debate. 
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Psychology Psychological analysis of character motivation is a part of judging and evaluating 

characters. 

History Students examine historical elements of British and Haitian culture necessary to 

understanding the literary texts.  

 

Anchor Texts & Suggested Texts 

Text Title Author Brief Synopsis 

Anchor Text: Lord 

of the Flies 

William 

Golding 

A plane holding a group of young British boys crashes on a 

deserted island, leaving no adult figures. The boys must learn 

to govern themselves in order to stay alive. With a lack of 

societal structure, the boys’ humanity begins to ebb and the lust 

for power causes the boys to engage in uncivilized, savage acts 

of murder.  

Beowulf 

Translated 

by: Burton 

Raffel   

A villainous monster named Grendel has been attacking the 

great mead hall of the Danish king Hrothgar and his people. 

Beowulf, longing to achieve fame and glory, hears of this 

monster and offers to sail across the sea to assist the Danes in 

defeating Grendel. Beowulf arrives and engages in a series of 

battles with Grendel, Grendel’s mother, and eventually a large 

dragon, which is the cause of his demise.  

Grendel 
John 

Gardner 

Grendel’s story is retold from his perspective. The novel 

challenges the accepted archetypal definitions of hero and 

villain present in Beowulf as Grendel’s humanity is emphasized 

and Hrothgar’s integrity and uprightness is called into question.  

The Dew Breaker 
Edwidge 

Danticat  

This is a trauma fiction novel highlighting the experiences of 

Haitian immigrants who suffered under the rule of Francois 

Duvalier and the tonton macoutes. It is told from a variety of 

alternating perspectives: some from victims and others from 

torturers. 

Frankenstein 
Mary 

Shelley 

Victor Frankenstein’s obsession with science leads him to 

research and ultimately create a human being. However, when 

his creation does not turn out to be in the image and likeness of 

man, he deems the creature a monster and abandons it. The 

creature seeks Victor’s approval, but consistent rejection from 

all humans, including his creator, forces him into murderous 

and vengeful behavior that drives Victor to his own demise.   

 

Additional Resources & Supplemental Texts 

Background prezi for Lord of the Flies: 

https://prezi.com/ckspaq3eu0fb/lord-of-the-flies-background-and-context/ 

 

Background prezi for Grendel: 

https://prezi.com/lencarevxecx/grendel/  

 

Background prezi to introduce monstrosity: 

https://prezi.com/ckspaq3eu0fb/lord-of-the-flies-background-and-context/
https://prezi.com/lencarevxecx/grendel/
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https://prezi.com/q19bwazgzgbf/monsters-among-us/ 

 

Read “The Three Little Pigs” and “The True Story of the Three Little Pigs” 

https://www.sps186.org/downloads/basic/610716/The_True_Story_of_the_Three_Little_Pigs1.pdf  

 

Audiobook for Lord of the Flies via the Wolcott High School Library Website: 

http://iconnct.oneclickdigital.com/#book/9780739330296  

 

Excerpts from Hobbes, Locke, and Rousseau: Essays on the State of Nature of Man 

 

Unit Assessment(s): 

List and describe the ways in which you assess student understanding throughout the Unit: 
 Reading check quizzes and tests on literature 

 Small writing prompts designed to lead up to the performance task 

 Interactive group activities designed to gauge understanding 

 Literary analysis essay at end of unit 

 

Performance Task: At least one Unit must contain a Performance Task Assessment 

Performance Task Overview: 
Students will choose two characters from the novel Lord of the Flies and analyze their symbolic 

significance regarding their representation of the nature of man and the formation of monstrosity. 

Students will analyze the characters’ moral code and analyze the way in which each character responds 

to a lack of civil and social structure. Students will analyze what aspect of human nature the character 

represents in the novel and will analyze at least one other symbol associated with the character that 

exemplifies their analysis.  

This is a formal, typed essay that must be 3-4 pages in length and should adhere to MLA standards.  

 

Student Directions:  
Monstrosity in Man 

Good and evil are morally ambiguous terms that are difficult to define. Much of fiction seeks to delve 

into this dichotomy and explore man’s tendencies towards one or the other. “Monsters” are figures 

who emerge as much more than an archetypal giant with fangs or claws. Novels like Lord of the Flies 

seek to understand the ways in which monstrosity lives inside of all human beings and get to the heart 

of how and why mankind responds to it.  

Choose two characters from the novel and analyze their symbolic significance within the novel 

regarding the nature of man and monstrosity. Additionally, choose a symbol that connects to each 

character and analyze how the symbol exemplifies that character. Some questions to consider: 

 What aspect of humanity does the character exemplify in the novel? 

 How does the character embrace or reject evil/monstrosity? 

 What moral questions come into play for the character? 

 What factors contribute to the character’s thinking and actions? 

This is a formal, typed, 3-4 page essay that must adhere to MLA standards. Essay must include an 

introduction with a clear thesis, body paragraphs that contain textual evidence from the novel, and a 

conclusion. Essay should be well organized and revised/edited before final submission. Essay must 

also contain a Works Cited page.  

https://prezi.com/q19bwazgzgbf/monsters-among-us/
https://www.sps186.org/downloads/basic/610716/The_True_Story_of_the_Three_Little_Pigs1.pdf
http://iconnct.oneclickdigital.com/#book/9780739330296
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Revision History 

 

Revision Date 

 

Explanation of the change(s) made to the document 
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UNIT ORGANIZER – Unit 2 
 

 

Grade/Subject English 12: Multicultural Literature 

Unit Title Dehumanization and Societal Ideals 

Overview of Unit This unit will focus on the dehumanizing effects of attempting to reach a personal 

or societal ideal. A complex definition of dehumanization will be developed 

throughout the unit and dystopian literature will be utilized to perpetuate an 

exploration of aspects of modern day 21st century society. The novel, play, and 

film utilized within the unit will deal with the factors that drive mankind toward an 

“ideal,” and the way in which the sacrifices that must be made to achieve it 

ultimately destroy integral humanizing qualities.  

Pacing  10-12 weeks 

 

Background Information For The Teacher 

Unit Rationale:  Dehumanization is the process by which a person or persons is stripped of 

humanizing and humane qualities. Most students have explored this idea in 10th and 11th grade, 

especially when discussing the Holocaust, however, this unit will explore how aspects of modern 

society, such as technology, are slowly stripping away pieces of one’s humanity. This unit will allow 

students to examine a classic text and a modern text and recognize the universality of striving toward 

an ideal and the harrowing impact of dehumanization. The unit will allow for students to make real 

world connections to their own modern culture and draw conclusions about how dehumanizing 

factors are present in their world.  

 

 Key Learning/Big Ideas: The Common Core Standards require that 12th grade students 

write analytical and explanatory pieces that convey complex ideas and concepts in an 

organized manner. In this performance task, students have their choice of a variety of texts 

through which they will practice both literary analysis of a complex topic and organized 

writing. Throughout the process students will be analyzing a Shakespearean play, which is 

also required in the 11-12 standards.    

 

Why is this learning relevant/important (including connections to previous topics/units, etc.)? 
 

 Pre-Unit Connections: This performance task connects thematically to the other units in the 

course, where an emphasis on human nature is important in the analysis and evaluation of 

theme. As the first unit explores the nature of man and monstrosity, this unit asks students to 

make connections between the moral struggles that contribute to monstrosity and how these 

factors also contribute to dehumanization. In this unit, students will explore how persons can 

be dehumanized to a level of monstrosity or dehumanized by a level of monstrosity. It also 

seeks to utilize literature to examine and understand cultural ideologies.  
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Essential Questions 

See excerpt: http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/109004/chapters/What-Makes-a-

Question-Essential%A2.aspx  

What qualities are essential to humanity? 

To what extent are ideals dangerous to achieve? 

To what extent are humans controlled by strivings for perfection? 

How are humans ultimately dehumanized by these strivings?  

 

Applicable Content Standards: 

RL: 11-12.1, 11-12.2, 11-12.3, 11-12.4, 11-12.5, 11-12.6 

W: 11-12.1, 11-12.2, 11-12.4, 11-12.5, 11-12.9, 11-12.10 

SL: 11-12.1, 11-12.3 

 

Academic Vocabulary 

 Dehumanization  

 Dystopia  

 Humane 

 Ideal 

 Ambition 

 Satire  

 

21st Century Competencies 

*Delete the ones not in unit  
 

 Problem Solving and Critical Thinking 

 Accessing and Analyzing Information 

 Communication and Collaboration 

 Creativity and Innovation 

 Initiative, Self-Direction and Accountability 

 

 

UNDERSTAND 
Big ideas, generalizations, principles, concepts, ideas that transfer across situations 

Students will understand that: 
 Dehumanization is a theme and idea that transcends time and does impact the modern world 

and culture. 

 Perfection is an impossible and unnecessary “solution” to mankind’s problems. 

 Striving for certain ideals can be a dangerous mission that threatens aspects of one’s 

humanity. 

 Authors utilize certain genres, literary devices, and perspectives to illustrate the process of 

dehumanization.  

http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/109004/chapters/What-Makes-a-Question-Essential%A2.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/109004/chapters/What-Makes-a-Question-Essential%A2.aspx
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Possible Student Misconceptions for this Unit - (If needed) 

Students may believe that: 
 Modern day societies are not capable of becoming dehumanized 

 Technology does not have the potential to dehumanize 

 Older pieces of literature cannot reflect themes present in modern culture 

 

Possible Lessons/Suggested Learning Activities 

Input at least three lessons/learning activities that are current and applicable to this unit 

In order to 

learn/understand 

how to...: 
(Identified in previous 

section titled 

“Understand”) 

Students might: 
(List learning activities below) 

Dehumanization is a 

theme and idea that 

transcends time and 

does impact the 

modern world and 

culture. 

 Discuss as a whole group what qualities make us human and 

compile a list to refer back to throughout the unit. 

 Come up with a class definition of dehumanization based upon their 

reading and the above list. 

 Read a classic text, Shakespeare, and a modern text, Huxley, and 

examine similarities in the way the theme of dehumanization is 

displayed in each. 

 Examine the way Huxley utilizes Shakespeare within the novel and 

connect this analysis back to Macbeth.  

 Examine Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs and discuss its connection 

to dehumanization in the literature they are reading.  

 Make connections between the ideas presented in the texts and the 

modern world. Analyze how similar aspects of dehumanization are 

present in modern American culture.  

 

Perfection is an 

impossible and 

unnecessary 

“solution” to 

mankind’s problems. 

 Read Huxley’s article “Brave New World: Revisited”, written 30 

years after the publication of the novel. Analyze the major points 

Huxley makes regarding impossible strivings and ideals.  

 Pick out short passages and quotes from Brave New World and 

Macbeth and close read them, examining diction, imagery, 

symbolism, and characterization, analyzing the way in which the 

passage illuminates the downfalls of striving for ideals.  

Striving for certain 

ideals can be a 

dangerous mission 

that threatens aspects 

of one’s humanity. 

 View the film Gattaca and engage in a mini writing assignment 

assessing how humanity is threatened in the film.  

 Engage in Socratic seminars in small groups for Brave New World. 

Students will facilitate discussion of the novel while keeping track 

of important quotes throughout the novel.  

Author’s utilize 

certain genres, literary 

devices, and 

perspectives to 

 Listen to the Iron Maiden song “Brave New World” and examine to 

lyrics to discuss specific diction and imagery used in the song and 

how it connects to the novel itself.  
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illustrate the process 

of dehumanization.  

 Research and analyze the allusions employed in Huxley’s Brave 

New World. Connect the allusions to the novel and analyze the 

effect of utilizing this literary device to explore dehumanization.  

 Define dystopia and analyze its role in both Brave New World and 

Gattaca. Explore why using a dystopian setting is a powerful and 

effective method of exploring dehumanization.  

 Define satire and analyze its role in Brave New World. Explore 

what is being satirized and  

 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Subject: Summary of the Connection: 

Psychology  Psychological analysis of the formation of humanity and identity is integral to 

understanding and evaluating societal functions and human need.  

Science Eugenics and biotechnology are major topics in Brave New World and Gattaca and 

contribute to the literary topic of creating an ideal.  

 

Anchor Texts & Suggested Texts 

Text Title Author Brief Synopsis 

Anchor 

Text: 
Brave New 

World 

Aldous 

Huxley  

Dystopian novel set in England where humans are created and 

decanted in bottles, with the absence of families. Humans are 

genetically engineered and their social class and role in society is 

predetermined to serve the greater stability of the community. In 

an effort to create unity and perfection in a society with no 

conflict, humanity is stripped away; the society combats negative 

emotions with a drug called soma, no literature is allowed, and 

everyone belongs to everyone else.  

Macbeth  
William 

Shakespeare 

Overreaching ambition for a personal goal causes the tragic hero 

of the play, Macbeth, to become dehumanized to the point of 

committing multiple monstrous acts of murder. Macbeth achieves 

the goal of king, but loses all semblances of humanity in the 

process, and is driven to destruction and death as a result.  

Gattaca 

Directed by: 

Andrew 

Niccol 

Set in Gattaca, a dystopian aerospace corporation, where eugenics 

is practiced and only genetically superior people are allowed to 

join. Vincent, a genetically inferior man, alters and lies about his 

identity in order to fulfill his dream of going to space. Vincent’s 

intense humanity and struggle for perfection highlights the 

dehumanizing effects of the ideal society and the effects of 

omitting the opportunity for chance to determine one’s fate.  

 

Additional Resources & Supplemental Texts 

Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs: 

http://www.edpsycinteractive.org/topics/conation/maslow.html 

 

Audiobook for Brave New World via the Wolcott High School Library: 

http://www.edpsycinteractive.org/topics/conation/maslow.html
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http://iconnct.oneclickdigital.com/#book/9780792753520 

 

Side by side translation of Macbeth: 

http://nfs.sparknotes.com/macbeth/ 

 

“Brave New World: Revisited” - Aldous Huxley 

https://www.huxley.net/bnw-revisited/ 

 

“Brave New World” - Song by Iron Maiden: 

https://www.azlyrics.com/lyrics/ironmaiden/bravenewworld.html  

 

Unit Assessment(s): 

List and describe the ways in which you assess student understanding throughout the Unit: 
 Reading check quizzes and tests on literature 

 Small writing prompts designed to lead up to the performance task 

 Interactive group activities designed to gauge understanding 

 Socratic seminars for students to facilitate active discussion of topics 

 Literary analysis essay at end of unit 

 

Performance Task: At least one Unit must contain a Performance Task Assessment 

Performance Task Overview: 
Students will choose two characters from the novel Brave New World and analyze how they are 

dehumanized. They will examine the extent to which they are stripped of humanity and the causes. 

In their analysis of character, they will also incorporate some aspect of author’s craft, examining 

how the author’s use of a specific genre or literary device contributes to the illustration of the 

character’s loss of humanity.  

This is an informal, in class essay, and may be utilized as part of the midterm exam. Students should 

prepare in advance with an outline and textual evidence.  

 

Student Directions:  
Dehumanization and Societal Ideals 

Dehumanization is described as the process by which humanizing qualities are lost or stripped away 

from a person. Throughout this unit, you have examined multiple texts, including Brave New World 

by Aldous Huxley, which highlight the loss of humanity and serve as a moral warning against 

striving for unattainable and dangerous ideals.  

Choose two characters from the novel and analyze how they are impacted by dehumanization. You 

must examine their initial humanity and then analyze how they are dehumanized and how the 

dehumanization affects them. Your analysis of each character’s dehumanization must include an 

examination of author’s craft: what literary genres, devices, or perspectives are used to help enhance 

and illuminate the character’s dehumanization?  

This is an informal essay, but you have had ample time to prepare. You may use your outline to 

compose this in class essay. Essay must include an introduction with a clear thesis, body paragraphs 

that contain textual evidence from the novel, and a conclusion. Essay should be well organized and 

fluid. All quotes must be properly cited in MLA format.  

 

http://iconnct.oneclickdigital.com/#book/9780792753520
http://nfs.sparknotes.com/macbeth/
https://www.huxley.net/bnw-revisited/
https://www.azlyrics.com/lyrics/ironmaiden/bravenewworld.html
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Revision History 

 

Revision Date 

 

Explanation of the change(s) made to the document 
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UNIT ORGANIZER – Unit 3 
 

 

Grade/Subject English 12: Multicultural Literature 

Unit Title Literary Cultural Reflections  

Overview of Unit This unit will focus on recognizing and understanding the ways in which 
literature is a reflection of cultural values and practices. Literature is an integral 
way of learning how the geography, political structure, economy, religion, and 
societal structure of a particular place during a particular time period impacted 
human interaction and the development of cultural values and downfalls. 
Issues of race, gender, sexuality, religious belief, and class structure are more 
clearly depicted in works of fiction and are reflective of cultural norms and 
practices. Literature is a lasting and inscrutable remnant of culture that serves 
as a mirror to human nature.  

Pacing  8-10 weeks 

 

Background Information For The Teacher 

Unit Rationale:  Literature is an integral and lasting representation of culture. This unit strives to 
expose students to a variety of cultures by having them read fiction and nonfiction pieces that 
reflect important values and facets of a culture. Students will be asked to make connections 
between the literary texts and the societal and cultural constructs that are illuminated within 
them. Students will conduct research from a variety of digital sources, on a culture of their 
choice, and analyze how a literary text reflects aspects of their research.  
 

 Key Learning/Big Ideas: The Common Core Standards require that 12th grade students 
write analytical and explanatory pieces that convey complex ideas and concepts in an 
organized manner. In this performance task, students have their choice of a variety of 
texts through which they will practice both literary analysis of a complex topic and 
organized writing. Common Core Standards also require 12th grade students to conduct 
research and gather relevant information from multiple digital sources, using advanced 
searches. Students will choose a particular culture to become the focus of their research, 

using library databases.    
 

Why is this learning relevant/important (including connections to previous topics/units, etc.)? 

 

 Pre-Unit Connections: This performance task connects thematically to the other units in 
the course, where an emphasis on human nature is important in the analysis and 
evaluation of theme. As the first two units explore monstrosity and the effects of 
dehumanization, this unit will encompass both themes, connecting the way in which 
these ideas are represented and manifested within a particular culture and the way in 
which the literary works are reflective of culture. Students have analyzed novels in 
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connection with these themes, and this unit will require them to extend their thinking to 
analyzing a text and applying their analysis to researched knowledge of a culture.  

 

 

Essential Questions 

See excerpt: http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/109004/chapters/What-Makes-a-
Question-Essential%A2.aspx  

Why is literature such an important part of a culture? 

How does literature reflect cultural values and struggles? 

Why is it important to study and learn about cultures through literature? 

 

Applicable Content Standards: 

RL: 11-12.1, 11-12.2, 11-12.3, 11-12.4, 11-12.5, 11-12.6 

W: 11-12.1, 11-12.2, 11-12.4, 11-12.5, 11-12.6, 11-12.7, 11-12.8,11-12.9, 11-12.10 

SL: 11-12.1, 11-12.3 

 

Academic Vocabulary 

 Culture 
 Cultural Values 
 Empathy 
 Database 
 Literary Criticism  

 

21st Century Competencies 

 

*Delete the ones not in unit  
 

 Problem Solving and Critical Thinking 
 Accessing and Analyzing Information 
 Communication and Collaboration 
 Creativity and Innovation 
 Initiative, Self-Direction and Accountability 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/109004/chapters/What-Makes-a-Question-Essential%A2.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/109004/chapters/What-Makes-a-Question-Essential%A2.aspx
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UNDERSTAND 

Big ideas, generalizations, principles, concepts, ideas that transfer across situations 

Students will understand that: 
 Literary texts are insightful reflections of cultural values, practices, and struggles and 

should be explored and analyzed as such. 
 Exploring and understanding other cultures through literature is necessary to the 

development and growth of empathy and awareness.  
 Research is a process that must be conducted over time, utilizing reliable and scholarly 

sources, and forming analyses and conclusions based off of the information found.  

 

Possible Student Misconceptions for this Unit - (If needed) 

Students may believe that: 

 Fiction texts are incapable of accurately representing cultural values 
 It is not necessary or important to understand the constructs of other cultures 
 Historical research and fictional literary texts are not connected  

 

Possible Lessons/Suggested Learning Activities 

Input at least three lessons/learning activities that are current and applicable to this unit 

In order to 
learn/understand how 
to...: 
(Identified in previous 
section titled 
“Understand”) 

Students might: 
(List learning activities below) 

Literary texts are insightful 
reflections of cultural 
values, practices, and 
struggles and should be 
explored and analyzed as 
such. 

 

 Read a variety of texts, short stories, and excerpts from 
novels to analyze how they reflect a particular culture. 

 Research the author of each text to explore how their 
cultural experience influences their literary work.  

 Complete small writing prompts on various texts that 
students may choose to utilize when composing their 
research paper.  

 Have students engage in online blog posts or google 
classroom discussions with one another regarding certain 
literary texts.  

 

Exploring and 
understanding other 
cultures through literature 

 Define empathy and evaluate what they think they know 
about a culture. 
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is necessary to the 
development and growth 
of empathy and 
awareness.  

 Research modern examples of cultural awareness either in 
the media, on social media, on TV or in music - what 
cultural values, vices, and/or struggles are revealed? 

 Read short story “My Parent’s Bedroom” and analyze how 
the author’s writing creates empathy and awareness.  

Research is a process that 
must be conducted over 
time, utilizing reliable and 
scholarly sources, and 
forming analyses and 
conclusions based off of 
the information found.  

 Research lesson explaining use of databases and searching 
articles with the library media specialist. 

 Read secondary critical sources throughout unit and have 
students work in groups to outline them and break them 
down. 

 Create a running Works Cited page of sources used.  
 Students can outline and annotate the articles they find for 

important information. 
 Students can complete a detailed outline, containing 

textual evidence and analysis.  
 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Subject: Summary of the Connection: 

Psychology  Psychological analysis of the formation of humanity and identity is integral to 
understanding and evaluating societal functions and human need.  

History Historical background on the social, political, economical, and religious tenets of 
the culture are necessary in order to evaluate how effectively the literature 
reflects aspects of culture.  

Foreign 
Language 

Many of the suggested texts contain cultural specific words that are reflective of 
the native tongue of the author or character.  

 

Anchor Texts & Suggested Texts 

Text Title Author Brief Synopsis 

Anchor Text: 

The House on 
Mango Street 

Sandra 
Cisneros   

Coming of age novel centered on a young Latina girl, Esperanza, 
growing up in Chicago. It is composed of a series of first person 

vignettes, expressing Esperanza’s longing to escape her 
impoverished life and neighborhood. As she grows and 

matures, she promises to return to her roots.  

The Kite Runner 
Khaled 

Hosseini 

Tells the story of Amir, a wealthy boy from Kabul, and his best 
friend Hassan, the son of his father’s servant, set against a 

backdrop of politically tumultuous events. The novel is divided 
into 3 parts and outlines how traumatic experience bonds both 

boys together in an unpredictable way.  



Page 20 of 28 

The Joy Luck 
Club 

Amy Tan 

Focuses on four Chinese American immigrant families from San 
Francisco, who start a book club called the Joy Luck Club. The 

novel is divided into four parts and highlights a series of 
mother/daughter relationships in the form of vignettes.   

“My Parent’s 
Bedroom” 

Uwem 
Akpan 

During the Rwandan genocide, a Hutu father must make a 
heartbreaking choice: kill his Tutsi wife, or watch as his wife and 

two children are killed in front of him. Told from the 
perspective of his nine year old daughter, the horrors of 

modern genocide and the trauma of both the victims and the 
survivors are explored in harrowing detail.  

The Canterbury 
Tales 

Geoffrey 
Chaucer 

A frame story featuring a cast of 29 pilgrims headed out on a 
religious journey to the shrine of St. Thomas a Becket. The 

Prologue utilizes satire to provide detailed descriptions of each 
pilgrim. Individual tales such as “The Wife of Bath’s Tale” and 

“The Pardoner’s Tale” are witty and moralistic short stories that 
reflect Medieval cultural values and vices.  

Le Morte 
d’Arthur 

Sir 
Thomas 
Malory 

The story of King Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table 
highlights romantic ideals of the Medieval time period, 

emphasizing honor above all else. Including elements of the 
supernatural, quests, and Christianity, the tales are a lasting 

representation of the time period.  

 

Additional Resources & Supplemental Texts 

My Parent’s Bedroom - Text of story: 
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2006/06/12/my-parents-bedroom 

 

OWL Purdue - MLA style guide for research and citing sources properly: 
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/?_ga=2.19623804.558179429.152245440
0-1709346682.1522454400 

 

 

Unit Assessment(s): 

List and describe the ways in which you assess student understanding throughout the Unit: 
 Reading check quizzes and tests on literature 
 Small writing prompts designed to lead up to the performance task 
 Interactive group activities designed to gauge understanding 
 Research paper at end of unit 

 

https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2006/06/12/my-parents-bedroom
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/?_ga=2.19623804.558179429.1522454400-1709346682.1522454400
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/?_ga=2.19623804.558179429.1522454400-1709346682.1522454400
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Performance Task: At least one Unit must contain a Performance Task Assessment 

Performance Task Overview: 
Students will choose a culture they would like to further research, and they will connect their 
research on that particular culture to a literary text read during the unit. Students will conduct 
research on databases that can be accessed through the Wolcott High School library. Students 
will choose at least two aspects of culture present within the literary text they chose and 
research those aspects. In a formal, typed essay, students will analyze how the literary work 
reflects these aspects of the culture, fluidly and effectively tying together their secondary 
critical research articles and textual evidence and analysis of the literature.  
 

Student Directions:  
Cultural Reflections in Literature  

Throughout this unit, we have explored a variety of cultures through multiple genres and 
medias. This exploration has revealed the importance of studying other cultures, as well as the 
value of exploring them through literature. Literary texts offer a unique look into cultural values 
and vices, and when paired with research, deep analyses of culture can be reached.  
Choose one of the cultures we discussed and read about during this unit. Once you have chosen 
a culture you would like to explore further, choose a correlating literary text we read during this 
unit. Choose at least two aspects of that culture that are present within the literary text. You 
will then conduct research on library databases, searching for and printing at least two articles: 
one that provides cultural information, and one that analyzes cultural aspects of the specific 
literary text you chose (one article will be historical and one will be literary criticism).  You may 
utilize more than two sources within your paper, but any sources used must be from reliable 
library databases. Your task is to analyze how the literary text you chose reflects the cultural 
values you researched.  
This is a formal, typed, 3-5 page essay, formatted according to MLA standards. Essay must 
include an introduction with a clear thesis, body paragraphs that include textual evidence from 
the literary text as well as evidence from secondary critical sources, and a conclusion. All quotes 
must have proper in text citations and a properly formatted Works Cited page. No paper will be 
accepted without a Works Cited page. All essays must be submitted on to TurnItIn.  

 

Revision History 

 

Revision Date 

 

Explanation of the change(s) made to the document 
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UNIT ORGANIZER – Unit 4 
 

 

Grade/Subject  English 12: Multicultural Literature  

Unit Title  Cultural Bias and Discrimination   

Overview of Unit This unit will focus on cultural biases that result from stereotyping, othering, 
and discrimination. Students will read a variety of texts that are centered on 
struggle due to racial, gender, sexual, religious, and social oppression. Students 
will analyze the ways in which these types of oppressions exist in the modern 
world and will examine the ways in which authors craft their stories to 
illuminate the harrowing impact and internalization of discrimination and 
oppression. The texts highlight and reflect the issue of cultural bias.  

Pacing   6-8 weeks 

 

Background Information For The Teacher 

Unit Rationale:  Cultural bias is the act of interpreting and judging phenomena by standards 
inherent to one’s culture. These biases develop as a result of stereotypes and prejudicial 
othering. This unit aims to shed light on the effects of bias and discrimination and illuminate the 
detrimental internal and external impact of oppression. Students will read a variety of texts 
from different genres of literature that focus on stories of bias and oppression. Students will 
examine how authors craft these literary texts (diction, imagery, symbolism, syntax, etc) in a 
way that emphasizes the trauma of cultural bias. They will create a presentation (prezi, 
powerpoint, poster) that focuses on a literary text of their choice and present an analysis of a 
short excerpt of that text. In addition to that, students will choose 2 literary works read 
throughout the semester to write an informal essay on, examining how bias is illuminated 
within the text.  
 

 Key Learning/Big Ideas: The Common Core Standards require that 12th grade students 
write analytical and explanatory pieces that convey complex ideas and concepts in an 
organized manner. In this performance task, students have their choice of a variety of 
texts through which they will practice both literary analysis of a complex topic and 
organized writing.  

 

Why is this learning relevant/important (including connections to previous topics/units, etc.)? 

 

 Pre-Unit Connections: This performance task connects thematically to the other units in 
the course, where an emphasis on human nature is important in the analysis and 
evaluation of theme. It also seeks to utilize literature to examine and understand 
cultural ideologies. The previous unit was primarily focused on cultural reflections and 
empathy, which is key learning and knowledge for this unit. This unit’s focus is cultural 
bias, which results from a lack of understanding of and empathy for another culture. 
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Students are entering this unit with knowledge of other cultural practices and a basic 
understanding of how literature reflects culture. This unit will elucidate how literature 
reflects oppression and bias and require students to examine author’s craft, which they 
also focused on in unit 2 for dehumanization.  

 

 

Essential Questions 

See excerpt: http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/109004/chapters/What-Makes-a-
Question-Essential%A2.aspx  

How does cultural bias impact the individuals involved? 

Why is it necessary to understand what cultural bias is? 

How do authors use diction, imagery, and other devices to craft literature that illuminates 
cultural bias? 

 

Applicable Content Standards: 

RL: 11-12.1, 11-12.2, 11-12.3, 11-12.4, 11-12.5, 11-12.6 

W: 11-12.1, 11-12.2, 11-12.4, 11-12.5, 11-12.6, 11-12.9, 11-12.10 

SL: 11-12.1, 11-12.3, 11-12.4, 11-12.5 

 

Academic Vocabulary 

 Bias 
 Oppression 
 Discrimination 
 Redemption  
 Close Reading 
 Diction 

 

21st Century Competencies 

*Delete the ones not in unit  
 

 Problem Solving and Critical Thinking 
 Accessing and Analyzing Information 
 Communication and Collaboration 
 Creativity and Innovation 
 Initiative, Self-Direction and Accountability 
 Citizenship and Responsibility  

 

http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/109004/chapters/What-Makes-a-Question-Essential%A2.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/109004/chapters/What-Makes-a-Question-Essential%A2.aspx
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UNDERSTAND 

Big ideas, generalizations, principles, concepts, ideas that transfer across situations 

Students will understand that: 
 Cultural bias has a harrowing and negative impact on individuals and leads to oppression 

and cultural othering 
 Author’s make purposeful choices in their writing to ensure that the literary work 

illuminates cultural bias and the way it impacts individuals 
 Presentations require planning, organization, and analysis in order to effectively convey 

the intended purpose 

 

Possible Student Misconceptions for this Unit - (If needed) 

Students may believe that: 

 Cultural biases only affect certain people or cultures 
 Fiction cannot accurately reveal the impact of cultural bias 
 Authors are not purposeful in their literary choices when crafting a work 

 

Possible Lessons/Suggested Learning Activities 

Input at least three lessons/learning activities that are current and applicable to this unit 

In order to 
learn/understand 
how to...: 
(Identified in previous 
section titled 
“Understand”) 

Students might: 
(List learning activities below) 

Cultural bias has a 
harrowing and 
negative impact on 
individuals and leads 
to oppression and 
cultural othering 

 Have students research modern examples of cultural bias, 
discrimination, and/or stereotyping/othering in their society 
and present on them to the class. 

 Have students tab off passages and excerpts from the texts read 
that intrigue them and focus on cultural bias. Have students 
close read those passages.  

 Have students watch the film Crash and choose two characters 
who exhibit cultural bias and two who are impacted by cultural 
bias and analyze them. Students can also focus on how those 
characters are redeemed in the film. 

Author’s make 
purposeful choices in 
their writing to 
ensure that the 
literary work 

 Read Diaz’s short story “How to Date a Brown Girl (Black Girl, 
White Girl, or Halfie)” and analyze author’s craft: how does he 
use satire, shifting perspective and diction to explore cultural 
bias? 
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illuminates cultural 
bias and the way it 
impacts individuals 

 Read some of the poems from Newman’s book and examine 
how she crafts the perspective of each poem as well as the 
diction and imagery. Have students practice close reading a 
poem for cultural bias. 

 Complete small diction activities, having students analyze word 
choice and connect it to a common theme/idea relating to 
cultural bias. 

 Have students peer edit practice close reading writing prompts, 
making suggestions and explaining their choices to their peers. 

Presentations require 
planning, 
organization, and 
analysis in order to 
effectively convey the 
intended purpose 

 Have students complete small presentations to practice 
speaking in front of peers.  

 Have students watch TED Talks that focus on bias, oppression, 
or stereotyping and analyze how the speaker presents ideas. 

 Provide students with in class time to work on presentations 
 Have students write out cue cards for themselves to guide them 

through their presentation.  
 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Subject: Summary of the Connection: 

Philosophy  Cultural othering is a foundational philosophy of Post Colonial literary theory 
and is directly correlated to cultural bias.  

Psychology Psychological analysis of character motivation is a part of judging and evaluating 
characters. 

History Students examine historical elements of various cultures and historical 
oppressions necessary to understanding the literary texts.  

 

Anchor Texts & Suggested Texts 

Text Title Author Brief Synopsis 

The Help 
Kathryn 
Stockett 

Set in the 1960s in Mississippi, the novel is narrated from 
the perspectives of three different women. A young white 
woman is an aspiring writer and decides to interview black 
women who have been serving in the homes of white 
people. The women open up to her in an enlightening 
way.  

The Chosen 
Chaim 
Potok 

This novel follows the story of two young Jewish boys who 
are best friends growing up in New York at the end of 
WWII. One boy is an Orthodox Jew while the other is a 
Hasidic Jew. As their cultures collide, tensions arise 
between them and modern American society.  
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“Brokeback 
Mountain” 

Annie 
Proulx 

In 1963, two men are hired to complete summer work on 
Brokeback Mountain in Wyoming. The two men form an 
intense emotional and sexual bond, however, they are 
forced to part ways. They continue to meet over the next 
20 years, but struggle to truly solidify their relationship.  

Crash 

Directed 
by: Paul 
Haggis 

This film follows numerous characters from various racial 
and ethnic groups as they maneuver the inherent trauma 
caused by the misogyny, racism, and bias present in 
modern America. 

“How to Date a 
Brown Girl (Black 
Girl, White Girl, or 

Halfie)” 

Junot Diaz 

 Satirical short story that acts as an instructional manual 
offering advice on how one’s behavior should change 
according to the ethnicity of the reader’s date. The 
author’s diction changes depending upon the ethnic group 
he is discussing. Diaz’s writing undercuts objectivity and 
reveals cultural attitudes.  

October Mourning 
Leslea 

Newman 

Book of poems explores the impact of Matthew Shepard’s 
murder (a gay 21 year old man was severely beaten and 
left to die in 1998). The author’s poems are from various 
fictitious points of view and serve as a tribute to 
Matthew’s life as well as a powerful example of the 
impact of discrimination and hate.  

Monster 
Walter 
Dean 
Myers 

Written in a unique style, as a film script and parts read as 
a diary. Harmon, a young black man, is on trial for his 
involvement in a robbery and murder with two other men. 
As the trial moves on, it is unclear Harmon’s exact 
involvement, however, he is cleared of all charges.  

 

 

Additional Resources & Supplemental Texts 

Text of Diaz’s “How to Date a Brown Girl (Black Girl, White Girl, or Halfie): 
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/1995/12/25/how-to-date-a-brown-girl-black-girl-white-
girl-or-halfie 

 

Article analyzing Cultural Othering: 
https://www2.hu-berlin.de/transcience/Vol6_No1_2015_69_90.pdf 
 

Notes on analytical close reading: 
https://www.lib.uoguelph.ca/get-assistance/writing/specific-types-papers/close-reading  

https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/1995/12/25/how-to-date-a-brown-girl-black-girl-white-girl-or-halfie
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/1995/12/25/how-to-date-a-brown-girl-black-girl-white-girl-or-halfie
https://www2.hu-berlin.de/transcience/Vol6_No1_2015_69_90.pdf
https://www.lib.uoguelph.ca/get-assistance/writing/specific-types-papers/close-reading
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Guest speakers: Invite various speakers to speak to the class regarding discrimination and bias 
that affects their culture - in the past, representatives of the LGBT community have offered to 
speak as well as Israeli emissaries.  
 

 

Unit Assessment(s): 

List and describe the ways in which you assess student understanding throughout the Unit: 
 Reading check quizzes and tests on literature 
 Small writing prompts designed to lead up to the performance task 
 Interactive group activities designed to gauge understanding 
 Group presentation of a literary text 
 Literary analysis essay at end of unit 

 

Performance Task: At least one Unit must contain a Performance Task Assessment 

Performance Task Overview: 
Students will choose a literary text read in this unit that is focused on cultural bias. In pairs, 
students will create a presentation to be presented to their peers that is a close reading of a 
particular passage from their chosen text. The close reading will analyze the author’s craft in 
presenting cultural bias.  It will examine diction, imagery, form, perspective, etc. and explain 
how the excerpt chosen illuminates a theme that resonates throughout the entire work. 
Students may choose to present via a prezi, powerpoint, or poster/collage. In addition to the 
close reading presentation, students will complete an informal, in class essay, that may be used 
on the final exam that will ask them to construct a comparative analysis of two works read 
during the unit. Students will be asked to analyze how cultural bias is illuminated in both works 
and compare or contrast how it is presented and crafted in both works.    
Student Directions:  

Crafting Cultural Bias 

Presentation:  
You may choose 1 partner to work on this with. Choose a text read in this unit that you would 
like to focus on. Choose a passage/excerpt, no longer than a page in length, and closely 
read/analyze it, focusing on diction, imagery, symbolism, syntax, form, perspective, etc. You will 
type up a 2-3 page close reading to hand in and you will create a presentation for the class. 
Create a prezi, powerpoint, or prezi that displays the elements of your close reading and 
explains how the structure of the literary text illuminates cultural bias and its impact. Your 
presentation should also include pictures to accompany the analysis. The class will read the 
excerpt and follow along as you present. After each presentation, every other group in the class 
must ask at least one question or provide at least one analytical comment about the 
presentation you just watched.  
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Informal Essay: 
Choose two works read in this unit and construct an analysis that examines how cultural bias 
impacts the characters within each of the texts. The essay must compare the way(s) in which 
the bias is crafted in each -- are the methods similar or different? This is an informal essay, but 
you have had time to prepare. You may utilize an outline to write this essay in class. Essay must 
contain an introduction paragraph, body paragraphs with textual evidence from each of the 
works (properly cited in MLA format), and a conclusion.  

 

Revision History 

 

Revision Date 

 

Explanation of the change(s) made to the document 

  

  

  

 
 


