
Critter Corner  

Meet  Delta  
 
Delta is an American alligator who hatched in 2008. At that time he was 7 inches 

long, now he is approximately 4 feet long.  American alligators are the largest  

reptiles in North America.  Alligators are carnivores that feed on fish and other 

aquatic animals. They can also stalk prey onshore. Never approach an alligator in 

the wild.  Also, it is important to note that you should not feed them in the wild. 

Stop by and meet Delta and Bayou, the other alligator at Spring Open House on 

May 5th.  An alligator feeding will take place at 1:30 p.m. 

 

The ESC is open during the school year MondayñFriday from 8:00 until 4:30. 

Summer hours are MondayñThursday from 7:00 until 5:30.  
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Whatõs Happening at the Center 

News from Out -of-this World  
The ESCõs STARLAB planetarium has been visiting sixth grade 

classes in various public schools to enhance the unit on space 

science. Resource Teachers at the ESC worked with Alba, 

Semmes, Pillans, Lott and Booker T. Washington Middle 

Schools.  The ESC hopes to expand this program to reach 

more middle schools next year.  During the òReach for the 

Starsó program, sixth grade students learned about the life 

cycle of a star, the different types of stars and the  

constellations visible in our night time sky.  Also, they learned 

which planets were visible and how to locate them in the sky.   

Winter is an exciting time in the sky with Orion the hunter 

and his two dogs ready to face Taurus the bull.  Our spring 

sky gives us Leo the lion overhead, Virgo in the East and Ursa Major high in the north.  As we move 

into summer, you can look forward to seeing the summer triangle which includes the brightest stars 

in Cygnus the swan, Lyra the harp and Aquila the eagle.  This triangle will be 
overhead in the middle of the summer season.  Scorpio 

the scorpion is an awesome constellation low in the 

southern sky with Sagittarius following right behind it. The 

Environmental Studies Center is fortunate to have access 

to two portable planetariums.  One is used exclusively 

here at the center and the other is available for checkout 

by trained teachers throughout the school system.  

Happy Star Gazing! 

Spring is here and the ESC is buzzing with excitement. As the activity picks up, the Center continues 

to need your help for the everyday operation of the wildlife rehabilitation program. Please make sure 

to check out the Wish List, Wildlife Adoption form, and information on how to become an ESC  

Wildlife Friend on the following pages. Without your help, the Center can not provide for injured 

and orphaned wildlife. 

Spring Open House is May 5th from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. Please make sure you are in attendance for 

this wonderful event. The day will include a dedication of the newest exhibit which opened during 

the winter. The exhibit is a set of mews that supports the raptor educational  

outreach program. This exhibit houses injured birds of prey that are glove trained. 

These birds are used to educate school children and the general public about the 

habitats and general features of these marvelous  

creatures. EvonikñDegussa Corporation, one of ESCõs 

Partners in Education, provided funding for the exhibit. 

The school system constructed this amazing enclosure. 

Much thanks goes out to all who made this long-time 
dream come true! Please join the staff at the ESC on 

May 5th at 12 noon for the dedication of this exhibit. 
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What to do with wild baby birds...  
 
There are two types of baby birds:  nestlings and fledglings. 

 

--A nestling is a baby, without feathers or with pin feathers, that has not left the nest.                

--A fledgling has feathers and is learning how to fly.  It does not return to the nest once it 

leaves it. 

 

If a nestling is found, it should be returned to itsõ nest.  It is alright to touch the baby because birds 

have a poor sense of smell and the parents will not smell your scent on the baby bird.  If the nest  

cannot be reached, make one out of a hanging plant basket.  Poke holes in the bottom, line it with 

pine straw or grass, and hang it in a bush or tree near the location where the bird was found.  The  

parents will return when they hear the nestling cry. 

 

Fledglings are learning to fly, so they do not stay in the nest.  If a fledgling is found, please leave it 

alone.  If it is on the ground, put it in a bush so that it is less vulnerable.  The parents are not always 

with the baby because they are looking for food to feed their young.  Again, touching the baby bird 

will not harm it or cause the parents to reject it. 

 

Baby birds should be taken in only if one of the following occurs:  both parents are positively dead, 

the bird is injured, or the bird is in real danger.  When taken in, the bird should be placed in a dark 

box and brought to the Environmental Studies Center.  It is against the law to keep any wild bird 

without a permit and it is also best for the bird if it is cared for by a trained wildlife rehabilitator.  

Raising a baby bird takes a lot of time.  In fact a nestling has to be fed every 20 minutes from dawn to 

dusk.  The best thing to feed a baby bird, until it can be brought to a wildlife rehabilitator, is dry dog 
or cat food that has been soaked in water.  Never give it liquid with an eye dropper! 

 

For more information contact the Environmental Studies Center at 221-5000. 

 

 Some of our recent patientsé 

Baby Beaver  

Red-Breasted Merganser  

American Bittern  

American Oystercatcher  
Brown Pelicans  

Baby Great -Horned Owl  

Purple Gallinule  

Dowitcher  


