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Today’s Prayer

Dear Lord, increase our desire 
to know You, to emulate You 
and to turn to You when we 
just do not understand. Amen.
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TODAY
Sunny

62°/45°

FRIDAY
Partly cloudy

66°/49°

SATURDAY
Mostly cloudy

63°/51°

N AT I O N ’ S  H E A LT H

U.S. DEATHS COULD 
PEAK BY MID-APRIL, 
ACCORDING TO STUDY

S P O R T S  I  A 3

HISTORIC VOID
Wilmbledon canceled 
for 1st time since WWII

By Jamie Biggs
The Courier-Tribune

C A N D O R  —  T h e 
M o n t g o m e r y  C o u n t y 
Sheriff’s Office reported that 
one of its deputies passed 
away Monday night after a 
battle with COVID-19.

Deputy Sheriff Sypraseuth 
“Bud” Phouangphrachanh, 
43, of Candor passed away 
in the intensive care unit of 
First Health-Moore Regional 

Hospital, Pinehurst, accord-
ing to a press release from 
the sheriff’s office.

A f t e r  s u f f e r i n g  f r o m 
allergy symptoms, he sought 
outpatient care and was later 
tested for coronavirus and 
began in-home isolation. He 
was admitted into the hos-
pital on Monday, March 30.

Deputy 
Phouangphrachanh was 
a 14-year veteran of the 
M o n t g o m e r y  C o u n t y 

Sheriff's Office and was pre-
viously employed as a police 
officer with Candor. 

He was affectionately 
known as “Deputy Bud” by 
his co-workers, community 
and students. His passion 
was as a School Resource 
Officer, working with middle 
and high school students. 
His dedication to youth 
led him to attend DARE 

Montgomery deputy loses 
battle with COVID-19

Deputy Phouangphrachanh

By Jamie Biggs
and Larry Penkava
The Courier-Tribune

ASHEBORO — Randolph 
County Public Health con-
firmed a new COVID-19 case 
Wednesday afternoon, bring-
ing the county’s total to 18. 

In an effort to answer 
questions folks might have 
in regards to COVID-19, 
the health department has 
been operating a hotline for 
several weeks. Since March 
5, Randolph County Public 
Health has received 712 calls. 

Anyone with questions for 
the health department can call 
the hotline at 336-318-6227.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  N C 
Department of Health and 
Human Services (NCDHHS), 
as of 11 a.m. Wednesday, 
there have been 10 COVID-
19 deaths statewide. 

In all, 1,584 cases in the 
state have been confirmed by
the NCDHHS, while at least 
26,243 tests for COVID-19 
have been completed by the 
NC State Laboratory of Public 
Health and reporting hospital 
and commercial labs.

Currently, 204 patients in 
the state are hospitalized with 
the virus.

Chamber off ers 
resources for 
businesses

The Asheboro/Randolph 
Chamber of Commerce has 
listed a number of resources 
for local businesses seek-
ing information concerning 
COVID-19 issues. The cham-
ber sent the following to 
members:

All of us are being inun-
dated with information about 
the CARES Act, the Payroll 
Protection Program, low-
interest loans and a myriad 
of other opportunities. It is 
confusing, and folks that you 
think would have the answers 
are difficult to reach.

The chamber cannot coun-
sel members as to which 
options are best for their 
business' individual situa-
tion. However, we can help 
steer you to the most current 
and easy to follow informa-
tion and directions.

Below are the best resources 
we have found. Many include
FAQs with the types of ques-
tions we are getting from our 
members, and links to online 
applications.

In the meantime, there 
are three pieces of advice we 
would like to pass along from
Congressman Mark Walker's 

Randolph 
County 
adds 
another 
case

PGHS senior Olivia 
Tuck: ’I feel like there’s 
a big hole in my life 
and it can’t be fi lled 
by kicking a ball in the 
backyard.’

By Jamie Biggs
The Courier-Tribune

ASHEBORO — Trips can 
be postponed and plans 
delayed, but for the Class 
of 2020, these seniors have 
been stripped of experiences 
they won’t be able to simply 
reschedule.

A n  i n i t i a l  o r d e r  b y 
Governor Roy Cooper for a 

temporary 
two-week 
closure 
o f  p u b l i c
schools 
i s s u e d  i n
mid-March 
h a s  b e e n
extended, 

leading schools statewide to 
remain closed until May 15. 
With the COVID-19 situa-
tion constantly developing, 
many wonder if students will 
return to the classroom at all 
this school year.

Olivia Tuck, a senior at 
Providence Grove High 
School, said it’s a “weird 
feeling” knowing that she 
might not get to finish her 
senior year.

“The whole year, everyone 
is so ready to be done with 
school and eager to gradu-
ate,” Tuck said, “but it feels 
wrong for the end to come 

PGHS student refl ects on being 
a senior amid a global pandemic 

From left, Providence Grove High School students Brynne Ingram, Olivia Tuck, Olivia Frankel and 
Alisha Holt pose in their soccer jerseys beside the fi eld. Ingram and Tuck are both seniors whose 
soccer season was cut short following COVID-19 school closures. [CONTRIBUTED PHOTO]

Tuck

By Aamer Madhani, Kevin 
Freking and Ricardo 
Alonso-Zaldivar
The Associated Press

W A S H I N G T O N  — 
President Donald Trump 
warned Americans to brace 
for a “hell of a bad two 
weeks” ahead as the White 
House projected there could 

be 100,000 to 240,000 
deaths in the U.S. from the 
coronavirus pandemic even 
if current social distancing 
guidelines are maintained.

Public health officials 
stressed Tuesday that the 
number could be less if 
people across the country 
bear down on keeping their 
distance from one another.

“We really believe we can 
do a lot better than that,” 
said Dr. Deborah Birx, the 
coordinator of the White 
House coronavirus task 
force. That would require all 
Americans to take seriously 
their role in preventing the 
spread of disease, she said.

A d d e d  D r .  A n t h o n y 
Fauci, the government’s 

t o p  i n f e c t i o u s  d i s e a s e 
expert, “This is a number 
that we need to anticipate, 
but we don’t necessarily 
have to accept it as being 
inevitable.”

T r u m p  c a l l e d  i t  “ a 
matter of life and death” 
for Americans to heed his 

C O R O N AV I R U S  PA N D E M I C

Trump says ‘life and death’ at stake in following guidelines
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Even if the entire nation makes anall-out effort to restrict contact, corona-virus deaths will peak in the next twoweeks, with patients overwhelminghospitals in most states, according to aUniversity of Washington study.Despite its grim outlook the t dff

Crews prepare dozens of extra medical beds Tuesday after they were delivered to Mount Sinai Hospital in New York City,

where the coronavirus pandemic has left hospitals facing severe shortages. SPENCER PLATT/GETTY IMAGESUS deaths could peakin mid-April, study saysAccuracy depends onactions at state level
Katie Wedell, Erin Mansfield and Dinah Pulver 
USA TODAY NETWORK

New York Rep. Grace Meng posted aselfie from her American Airlines flightfrom New York to Washington, D.C., onTwitter Friday morning as she headedout for the vote on the coronavirusstimulus bill.
One of the first comments wasn’tabout the $2 trillion package, butabout air travel during the pandemic.“Can you find out why airlines arestill flying similar schedules to pre-lockdown?” a follower asked Meng. “Iget that essential travel is required forsome, by why not severely limit theflights?”

It’s a question being asked acrossthe country given the deepening coro-navirus crisis, with the United Stateslast week surpassing China as thecountry with the most diagnosedcases and New York as the new epicen-ter. Government officials are imploringpeople to stay home. The U.S. Centersfor Disease Control and Prevention is-sued a request Saturday night asking

Some
cargo,
people
must fly
Airlines still operatingbut reducing service

Dawn Gilbertson and Bart JansenUSA TODAY

A traveler dons a mask and gloves atOrlando International Airport inFlorida. The number of airlinepassengers continues to declineacross the country. JOE BURBANK/AP

For all the latest developments,visit coronavirus.usatoday.com.

Your one-stop portalfor the news you need
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quicker than it already 
was.”

Tuck shared that even 
t h o u g h  s h e ’ s  m i s s -
ing milestones she was 
looking forward to, she 
doesn’t feel  l ike she 
should complain with 
“so much other bad stuff 
going on in the world.”

Though the Randolph 
County School System 
has yet to announce any 
plans about graduation, 
Tuck is already assum-
ing the ceremony won’t 
be happening as planned. 

“Thinking about the 
fact that I may never 
see the rest of my class 
all together, at gradua-
tion or in general, makes 
me pretty upset. … Even 
though graduation can be 
romanticized a lot, it feels 
unfair that I can’t experi-
ence it in my own way.”

Graduation isn’t the 
only senior activity she’s 
missing. Senior cap and 
gown pictures, capping 
ceremony, senior skip 
day and Spring Break — 
at least a normal Spring 
Break — seem out of the 
question. 

Tuck said it wouldn’t 
be as big of a deal “if we 
could be together and out 

and about during quar-
antine,” but the seniors 
are missing out on their 
last few months with one 
another, some having 

been in the same class-
rooms together since 
kindergarten.

“Prom is especially 
d e v a s t a t i n g  b e c a u s e 

people have been getting 
ready for weeks already,” 
Tuck said. “Some people 
already bought dresses 
and tickets. 

“ I ’ m  r e a l l y  u p s e t 
because I’m not gonna 
get a special night that 
everyone else had and will 
have. And I’m not gonna 
have any picture to look 
back on.”

For the seniors who 
played sports, they had no 
idea that the last time they 
played in March would 
be their final game in 
their high school sports 
career.

“I was in the middle 
of soccer season and I 
knew at first that season 
would be postponed, but 
now knowing that it’s 
completely over makes 
staying home even more 
miserable,” Tuck said. “I 
was so excited for my last 
season. I was a captain 
and I loved all the girls on 
the team and I was ready 
to make it the best season 
ever.

“Now everything is 
over just like that and I 
don’t know how to feel. I 
feel like there’s a big hole 
in my life and it can’t be 
filled by kicking a ball in 
the backyard.”

D u r i n g  t h e  s c h o o l 
closures, classes have 
continued on for students, 
mostly through online 
learning. Tuck has taken 
online courses through 
Randolph Community 
College in the past, so the 
transition hasn’t been so 
complicated for her.

“I’m even taking one 
(online class) right now, 
so I (already) have to be 
online,” Tuck said. 

Her two other classes, 
w e i g h t l i f t i n g  a n d 
masonry, aren’t classes 
that easily make the tran-
sition to online learning.

“ I ’ m  m i s s i n g  t w o 
masonry competitions 
that I was really looking 
forward to, so that’s dis-
appointing as well,” she 
said.

Tuck acknowledges 
that the students who had 
core classes that require 
more online instruction 
have it harder during this
time.

“The school itself has 
had trouble figuring out 
how they’re going to 
make sure everyone has 
their work and can get it 
done and returned.”

T h o u g h  t h e  w h o l e 
situation has been frus-
trating for Tuck, she said 
the most frustrating part 
is not knowing what’s to 
come, how long she’ll be 
stuck at home and when 
she’ll be able to see her 
friends again.

“It’s annoying how no 
one really cares about the
seniors, but it’s under-
standable, of course, 
considering the state of 
the world,” Tuck said.

“I know it will be a wild 
story later in life, but right 
now it’s just sad.”

SENIOR
From Page A1

Madison Taylor and Olivia Tuck, seniors at Providence Grove High School, pose on the 
tennis court. [CONTRIBUTED PHOTO]

Town Hall Meeting held 
(Tuesday) night:

• Don't wait!  If you 
believe you are eligible for 
one of these programs — 
apply now!

• There are overlap-
ping programs.  Apply for 
any that make sense to you, 
even if there are overlapping 
protections in them. Just 
because you are approved 
for one does not mean you 
need take the funds from 
another.

• Be patient, and be 
kind. Programs that would 
normally be put together 
over several months after an 
act's passage are being exe-
cuted within days. The folks 
working at the other end of 
these programs are “get-
ting hammered” with calls 
and requests, and are han-
dling them as quickly and 
efficiently as possible. So 
they ask you be patient and 
kind as you move through 
the process.

Resources listed can be 
found on the organization’s 
website:

• NC Bankers Association 
— Paycheck Protection 
Program Q&A.

• NC Chamber — COVID-
19 Resource Guide for Small 
Business.

• National Council 
of Nonprofits — Non-
Profits and Coronavirus 
COVID-19.

• The Small Business & 
Technology Development 
Center — A guide to 

Navigate Your Options.
•  S m a l l  B u s i n e s s 

Administration — Disaster 
Low-Interest Loan Program 
information.

• NC Department of 
Commerce Employment 
Security — It has a link to 
Unemployment Benefits 
and Application.

O t h e r  b u s i n e s s 
resources

The law firm of Smith Law 
has developed a Coronavirus 
Business Resource Center 
on it website at https://
www.smithlaw.com/
practices-covid19-busi-
ness-resource-center.

Also, from the US 
Chamber of Commerce: 
How to Access Stimulus 
Funding for Your Small 
Business.

North Carolina unem-
ployment claims

NC Department of 
Commerce Employment 
Security reports that 
unemployment claims in 
the state between March 
16-31 totaled 332,773, 
with 26,972 claims on 
March 31. Claims related 
to COVID-19 represented 
290,703 of the total.

Postponed ribbon 
cuttings

T h e  A s h e b o r o /
R a n d o l p h  C h a m b e r 
o f  C o m m e r c e  a l s o 
announced postpone-
ments until later dates 
of the following ribbon 
cuttings:

• The Fidelity Bank 
event originally planned 
for March 31.

• The Jordan Heating 
& Air Conditioning event 
originally scheduled for 
April 9.

VIRUS
From Page A1

This screenshot 
shows the 
breakdown 
of counties 
with cases of 
COVID-19 in 
North Carolina. 
The bluer the 
county, the 
more the cases. 
The counties 
that show up as 
white have no 
verifi ed cases 
yet. [WWW.

NCDHHS.GOV]

Become a Published Author  
with Dorrance. We want  

to read your book!
Trusted by authors for nearly 100 years,  
Dorrance has made countless authors’  

dreams come true.

 

 

 
Complete Book  

Publishing Services

FIVE EASY STEPS  
TO PUBLICATION:

1.  Consultation  
2.  Book Production 
3.  Promotion

4.  Distribution 
5.  Merchandising  

Our staff is made up 
of writers, just like 

you. We are dedicated 
to making publishing 

dreams come true.

Call now to receive your FREE  
Author’s Guide

833-906-0369
or  www.dorranceinfo.com/courier

OPEN 11 AM - 9 PM

818 E. Dixie Dr. 336-633-1234

THURSDAY  
ALL DAY SPECIALS!

Chopped Steak w/Salad .........7.89

Lg. Flounder/Shrimp ............8.99

Lg. Chicken Breast w/Salad ...9.25

SUPER COMBOS
LUNCHTIME $7.89
DINNERTIME $8.99

Blue Plate Special 11AM - 4 PM

BABY FLOUNDER

www.americasroadhouse.com

OPEN 11 AM - 8 PM
2361 N. Fayetteville St.

Dine In - 80 Seats or To Go

336-610-1234

$6.19
APRIL SPECIAL

LUNCH 11AM - 4PM

2 Fried Pork Chops Smothered with 
Gravy & Served with Salad 
Toast & Potato Choice.

Fried Popcorn Shrimp 
With French Fries & Tea.

$6.49

$9.49

www.readymartconveniencestore.com

$1179

Busch
Light

18 PK 
16 Oz.

$2749

SPECIAL
-PRICE!-
Edgefield

Ctn.

$2499
Ctn.

Berley
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