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EDC report highlights unusual year
BY DANIEL KENNEDY

ARCHDALE — Archdale
City Council was updated last
week on a series of developments occurring in 2020 as
Kevin Franklin, Randolph
County Economic Development Corp. president, provided his organization’s annual
report.
Franklin debriefed members on key elements of the
group’s activity over the span
of last year. A total of $18.5
million was committed to
new investment in the county, most likely a far cry from
what would have been the
total had it not been for the
COVID-19 pandemic.
“This has been anything

but a normal year,” Franklin
said. “COVID-19 really resulted in disruption and opportunity. … We connected with
each of our members proactively during this time period.”
Franklin said the organization received requests for
information regarding executive orders, new programs
and opportunities that were
afforded some companies to
create personal protective
equipment. Brookline Furniture in Archdale was among
the groups that repurposed
their resources to sew gowns
and masks.
Franklin admitted that 2020
has been a difficult year for

the county, but found there
were silver linings.
“Some of the businesses
ended up shutting down,”
Franklin said. “To the best
of our knowledge, we aren’t
aware of any who shut down
for good.”
Cr ystal Gettys, Randolph
County EDC business recruitment director, said continuing
to build on recent successes
and rebounding from setbacks economically depends
on identifying sites to prepare and ready for industrial
expansion. Buildings drive
the attraction for companies
to locate in Randolph County,
Gettys said, adding that 60%
of the requests the organiza-

tion gets are for buildings.
Her position with the EDC
frequently has Gettys engaging in negotiations with companies that involve product
and projects heavily dependent on suitable ar rangements between local governments and private companies.
Gover nment of ficials have
been urged in recent years to
become more active in acquisition of property to facilitate
business movement in the
area. Gettys’s position was
created by the EDC board
to stimulate further dialogue
between county officials and
the titans of industry it hopes
to recruit.
Developers, Gettys says,

are reluctant to assume all
financial responsibility for a
project. They want the public sector to have skin in the
game.
The EDC is asking county officials and municipalities
that they consider a public-private approach to obtaining control of some property.
If a deal could be worked out
with a landowner, Gettys suggests such a deal could help
the community be more competitive on projects.
Additionally, it could help
provide products to market
for new industries.
Providing for a potential
SEE EDC/PAGE A2

Kersey Valley gears up for return of Spookywoods
BY DANIEL KENNEDY

ARCHDALE — The
ar rival of Spookywoods
this year was fraught with
a series of obstacles that
threatened the existence
of a viable way for ward
during the COVID-19 pandemic.
This Friday, however,
will mark the 35th unofficial beginning of the
haunted attraction season
for many aficionados who
will make their way out to
1615 Kersey Valley Road to
be scared out of their wits.
Tony Wohlgemuth, owner
of Kersey Valley Attractions, explained on Monday that the path to the finish line was anything but a
straight one.
Earlier this year, he
spoke with the A-T News
about a plan for reopening,
which required continuous tweaking throughout
the summer in order to be
ready for October.
“I was looking for guidance — from the CDC,
health depar tment,
Department of Health and
Human Services — about
our outdoor entertainment
v e n u e s , ” Wo h l g e m u t h
said. “We started worrying
about the fall coming up.
What are we going to do
about Maize Adventure?
What are we going to do
about Spookywoods?”
In weighing options for
opening fall attractions,
Wohlgemuth devised a
COVID-19 plan that laid

out the steps necessar y
to take in order to ensure
protection and safety for
both the venue and its
patrons. That plan eventually cleared the way for
Spookywoods to open the
2020 season with a Friday
debut for no more than 300
people outside their vehicles or 50 in any confined
area at one time.
Though he hopes the
parameters are relaxed
further in Phase 3 of Gov.
Roy Cooper’s reopening,
possibly as early as this
week, Wohlgemuth is preparing to adhere to state
guidelines. This is made
more plausible by the
nature of his venue. As
cars fill the parking lot
at Kersey Valley, actors
responsible for bringing
the fright to customers will
approach those vehicles.
For as long as visitors
stay inside their vehicles,
capacity never becomes
an issue. When they do
make their way out of the
cars, Wohlgemuth says
his vision for the process
involves a consistent movement of people throughout
the property that prevents
problems from cropping
up with too many people in
one place at one time.
Mouth and nose coverings are required by all
staf f and for customers,
social distances of 6-8 feet
will be adhered to at all
times and dedicated staff
SEE KERSEY/PAGE A4

Get ready for the return of Archdale’s most famous
haunted attraction Friday. Spookywoods
is part of the local legend that marks the
beginning of the Halloween season.
File photo

Contract for Randolph’s superintendent extended
BY DANIEL KENNEDY

RANDOLPH COUNTY —
W ith a four-year contract
extension that is the longest
allowable by state law, the
Randolph County Board of
Education gave its superintendent a profound vote of
confidence in September.
Gar y Cook, chair man of
the Randolph County Board
of Education, announced
the decision by the board
at its September meeting to
approve a lengthy commitment to Randolph County
Schools Superintendent Stephen Gainey.
“Parents, staf f and Randolph County residents all
have avenues to have their

concerns heard by the super- safety more than ever before.
intendent,” Cook said. “As
Prior to the school board
a result of his per formance m e e t i n g , C o o k s a i d t h a t
in this most dif ficult
the superintendent
year … the board is
had his per formance
extending Dr. Gainreview for the 2019ey’s contract to the
2020 school year.
maximum time per“The
board
mitted by law through
reviewed the per forJune 30, 2024.”
mance and praised Dr.
Gainey has naviGainey for steering
gated the process of
the schools through
Stephen
char ting the course
the dif ficult period
Gainey
for students and
from March to the
teachers to continue edu- end of the year,” Cook said.
cational operations during “Dr. Gainey made thoughtful
an unprecedented pandem- decisions in the best interest
ic. This has often involved of students and teachers and
embracing non-traditional kept the board informed as
techniques to educate stu- the pandemic created limitdents while considering their ed access to school facilities

and required educators to
rethink how to educate children in Randolph County.”
Among the reasons Cook
listed for rewarding Gainey’s
efforts with a contract extension, the chairman pointed
to school personnel training
which broadened the leadership skills of elementar y, middle and high school
teachers throughout the
area. Additional programs
were created to foster an
easier transition for staff and
students into a realm dominated by remote learning.
Furthermore, he described
Gainey’s relationship with
SEE CONTRACT/PAGE A2

UPDATE
Coronavirus cases
reported so far:
Centers for Disease
Control at press time
N.C. cases: 209,137
(3,494 deaths)
Randolph County:
2,863 (54 deaths)
Guilford County: 8,689
(181 deaths)
Forsyth County: 7,067
(103 deaths)
Davidson County:
2,797 (37 deaths)
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FIRE REPORTS
Guil-Rand Fire Department
responded to 91 calls from Sept.
20-26. Since July 1, firefighters
have answered 888 alarms.

SUNDAY, SEPT. 20

6:23 a.m. 3650 Rockridge Court,
service call
7:18 a.m. 104 Jackie Avenue,
smoke detector activation
9:41 a.m. 6099 Lowerywood
Circle, hazardous condition
10:19 a.m. 1032 Steed Road,
smoke detector activation
11:40 a.m. 1205 Byron Lane,
service call
1:52 p.m. 10123 North Main
Street, smoke detector activation
4:24 p.m. 3038 Hoover Hill

Road, auto accident w/personal
injury

MONDAY, SEPT. 21

2:29 a.m. Hopewell Church
Road, vehicle fire
10:03 a.m. 3865 Creekview
Drive, excessive heat
1:37 p.m. 6074 Gilbert Davis
Drive, auto accident w/property
damage
7:45 p.m. Wedgewood Terrace,
control burn

TUESDAY, SEPT. 22

12:53 a.m. 109 Lonita Street,
cancelled enroute
2:14 a.m. 5622 Albertson Road,
assist EMS

POLICE REPORTS
The following
incidents were reported
by Archdale Police
Department:
On Sept. 17 a hit and run
was reported at a location
near the interchange at
I-85 South and North Main
Street, Archdale.
Damage to property was
reported at a location in the
100 block of Ray Avenue,
Archdale on Sept. 22.
On Sept. 22 a lost firearm
was reported at a location
in the 600 block of Eden

Terrace, Archdale.
The following
arrests were reported
by Archdale Police
Department:
D’Andre Anthony Curry,
31, was charged with hit
and at a location near the
interchange of Interstate
85 South and North Main
Street, Archdale on Sept. 17.
Thomas Wayne Combs,
54, was charged with simple
assault at a location in the
3400 block of Archdale
Road, Archdale on Sept. 18.

SHERIFF’S REPORTS
The following
incidents were
reported by Randolph
County Sheriff’s Office:
On Sept. 16 larceny
was reported at a
location in the 6000
block of Sunset View
Drive, Archdale.
Fraud was reported at
a location in the 2700
block of Wildwood Road,
Trinity on Sept. 16.
On Sept. 16 burglary
was reported at a
location in the 6200
block of Pinebrook Drive,
Archdale.
Fraud was reported at
a location in the 7000
block of Kennedy Road,
Trinity on Sept. 19.
On Sept. 20 burglary
was reported at a
location in the 5500 block
of Rockford Drive, Trinity.
Burglary was reported
at a location in the 4900
block of Darr Road, Trinity
on Sept. 12.
On Sept. 21 larceny was
reported at a location in
the 3900 block of Millikan
Road, Sophia.
Fraud was reported
at a location in the 300
block of Balfour Drive,
Archdale on Sept. 20.
On Sept. 23 burglary
was reported at a
location in the 3600
block of Meadowbrook
Drive, Trinity.
Larceny was reported
at a location in the 2700
block of Plott Hound
Trail, Sophia on Sept. 22.
On Sept. 23 burglary
was reported at a
location in the 5700
block of Cedar Post
Street, Archdale.
Burglary was reported
at a location in the 7300
block of N.C. Highway
62, Trinity on Sept. 22.
On Sept. 21 larceny
was reported at a
location in the 5800
block of Old Thomasville
Road, Archdale.
Burglary was reported
at a location in the 5300
block of Walker Mill
Road, Sophia on Sept. 21.

The following
arrests were reported
by Randolph County
Sheriff’s Office:
Kristopher Noel Hill
was charged with assault
on a female at a location
of 5200 block of Koonce
Court, Trinity on Sept. 17.
Timothy Gage Tate
was charged with felony
failure to appear at a
location in the 4900
block of Brandon Davis,
Sophia on Sept. 17.
William Anthony
Muckenfuss was charged
with failure to appear at
an unspecified location
on Clover Drive, Sophia
on Sept. 18.
Andrew Fingal was
charged with commonlaw forgery at a location
in the 6900 block of
Cedar Square Road,
Archdale on Sept. 19.
Brent Knight was
charged with breaking
or entering at an
unspecified location
on Sunset View Drive,
Archdale on Sept. 19.
Marcello Daunte
McNeil was charged with
assault on a female at
a location in the 1400
block of Old County
Farm Road, Sophia on
Sept. 19.
Michael David Fisher
was charged with failure
to appear at a location in
the 6700 block of Hickory
Hill Drive, Trinity on
Sept. 20.
Donald O’Brian Holder
was charged with failure
to appear at a location in
the 400 block of Liberty
Road, Archdale on
Sept. 20.
Mark Christopher Watts
was charged with felony
possession of meth at
an unspecified location
on Pine Ridge Road,
Archdale on Sept. 20.
Warner Clark Manring
was charged with
unauthorized use of
a motor vehicle at a
location in the 4400
block of Pine Needle
Lane, Sophia on Sept. 23.

CONTRACT

school community and
the community at large,”
Cook said. “He represents Randolph County well.”
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the board as profesStaff writer Daniel
sional and courteous.
“Dr. Gainey continues Kennedy can be reached
to impress the board at 336-888-3578, or at
with his presence in the dkennedy@atnonline.net.

4:02 a.m. I-85, cancelled enroute
6:21 a.m. 1531 Hwy. 62, auto
accident w/property damage
12:11 p.m. 7039 Gra Lan Drive,
hazardous condition
2:05 p.m. 207 Trindale Road,
grass fire
7:13 p.m. 3515 Enfield Drive,
unauthorized burning

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 23

1:34 p.m. 10123 North Main
Street, smoke detector activation
2:54 p.m. I-85, grass fire
4:48 p.m. 608 English Court,
building fire-out on arrival
5:05 p.m. 5045 Old Marlboro
Road, fire alarm
9:36 p.m. Mendenhall Road

at Old Mendenhall Road, good
intent

THURSDAY, SEPT. 24

2:34 p.m. 6801 Joplin Drive, fire
alarm
8:25 p.m. 12019 Trinity Road,
fire alarm

FRIDAY, SEPT. 25

8:50 a.m. I-85, good intent
3:10 p.m. Harlow Road at Beane
Road, auto accident w/property
damage
7:16 p.m. 4462 Regina Street,
smoke detector activation

SATURDAY, SEPT. 26

1:55 a.m. 5630 Clayton

Street, good intent
6:35 a.m. Hwy. 29-70 at
Old Thomasville Road, auto
accident w/property damage
8:44 a.m. 625 Ashland
Street, fire alarm
12:24 p.m. 1651 Kersey
Valley Road, hazardous
condition
12:25 p.m. 1651 Kersey
Valley Road, good intent
6:34 p.m. 3444 Hilltop Drive,
unauthorized burning
8:20 p.m. 315 Eden Terrace,
unauthorized control burn
Compiled by Ginger Oakley
www.guil-randfire.com.

Man facing 10 felony charges
HIGH POINT —
scene and detained him.
According to Randolph
Seabolt repor ted that
County Sherif f Gr eg
during the investigation,
Seabolt, last Thursit was determined that
day, Sep. 24, the RCSO
Tate had broken into
responded to the area
several vehicles and
of Bethel Drive in High
r emoved items. Tate
Point to a repor t of a
also had an outstanding
breaking and entering Christopher order for arrest for felTate
in progress. Upon arrivony breaking and enteral, deputies located the sus- ing and felony larceny after
pect, Christopher Wayne Tate, breaking and entering out of
46, of the 4300 block of Beck- Davidson County.
erdite Road, Sophia, still on
Tate was taken into custody

and transpor ted to the Randolph County Detention Center
where he was charged with 10
counts of felony breaking and
entering of a motor vehicle, felony larceny after breaking and
entering and first-degree trespassing. He was also served the
outstanding order for arrest.
Ta t e r e c e i v e d a $ 4 0 , 0 0 0
secured bond and is scheduled
to appear in court Oct. 13.

EDC

“To do that, we have to have
the infrastructure. That’s where
some public-private partnerships
could come into play.”

companies if local government
stands in to provide the resources necessary.
“We’re working with some
FROM PAGE A1
developers and landowners to
supply chain is pivotal to recruit- see how we can acquire control
ment. Gettys said the opportuni- of some proper ty that is suitty will be there for a number of able for marketing,” Gettys said.

— Staff reports

Staff writer Daniel Kennedy can
be reached at 336-888-3578, or at
dkennedy@atnonline.net.
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