WORDS TO KNOW

As you read, look
inside, around, and
beyond these words
to figure out what
they mean.

« trotted/trotting
« stall

Wi-Ready

1 .

the Gent nke

Long ago, there was a gentle donkey named Zel. Everyone in
town loved Zel because she was so pleasant and kind. But Zel's owner,
Madame Chanty, was a.ngry ‘and mean. She was so mean that she threw
rocks at birds for singing too loud. She yelled at little boys when they
laughed. But she was the meanest of all to poor Zel.

Every Saturday, Madame Charity sold sugar and rice at a market.
‘Whoever arrived earliest sold the most. But Madame Charity always
woke up late: Then she got angry and yelled at Zel, who had done
nothing wrong.

In a huff, Madame Charity would then load heavy bags of rice and
sugar onto Zels back. Last, she climbed on top of it. “Hurry, Zel!” she
yelled. “Get me to market as fast as you can!” Although Zel always
trotted as fast as she could, it was never fast enough for Madame Charity.
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Determining the Central Message Lesson 8

4 One day, Zels friend Touloulou the crab visited. “Did you have a
good day at the market?” asked Touloulou.

5 “Madaxﬁe Charity was mad at me all day. I work as hard as I can, but
she is always mean to me” .

6  “Madame Charity is always late. She won't blame herself, so she

' _bl@més_ y@ﬁ,’" said Touloulou. ,

7 - “Yes," said Zel. “And because everyone is afraid of her angry tongue,
she never sells much at the market”

8 . “I'will helpyou.” said Touloulou.

9  The next Saturday, Madame Charity woke up at 9 a.m. “Oh, no! I'm
late again!” she yelled. As she tossed her heavy bags onto Zel's back,
Touloulou the crab grabbed onto the hem of her long_ skirt. Madame
Charity climbed on Zel’s back. Touloulou held tightly to her skirt.
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% independent Practice

10 - - _Zel‘sta'rted trotting. Madame Charity remembered how late she was.
. She opened her mouth to speak angrily, but Touloulou pinched her

11 - “Ouch!” Madame Charity rubbed her ankle. She forgot how late she
was. But soon she remembered. “Faster, Zel! Faster!” she yelled,

12~ Again Touloulou pinched Madame Charity’s ankle.

13 “Ouch!” shouted Madame Charity, =

14  When they got to the market, Madame Charity saw that someone

' had :fa_1<en the stall she liked to use. In a fit of rage, Madame Charity

openéd her mouth to yell. For the third time, Touloulou pinched her
* ankle. Madame Charity screamed.

15 - “What's wrong?” people asked.

16  “Hurrying to get to market, I must have hurt my ankle. Its very
painful. Ouch! Ouch! Ouch!”

17 The fish seller said, “Madame Charity, you should get up earlier. Then
you will not have to rush. Next week, I will wake you at 6 a.m”

18  “Thank you,” said Madame Charity. She was surprised at the man’s
kindness.

19 “Let me fix your ankle;” said the fruit seller. In the
‘past, the fruit seller had not talked to Madame Charity.
Today he felt sorry for her.

20  When Madame Charity saw how kind everyone

' was, she smiled. For the first time, she sold all of
her rice and sugar. At the end of the day, she
saddled Zel gently and rode quietly home.

21 From that day on, Madame Charity
tried not to raise her voice in anger.
Sometimes she got angry, but she kept it
to herself. And Zel the gentle donkey
was happy at last.
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D-eterm.ining the Central Message Lessosn

P Think Use what you learned from reading the selection to respond to
* these questions.

& Which detail in the first part of the story explains why Madame
‘ Charity is cruel to Zel?

A Zel does not walk to the market as fast as she is able to.
B Madame Charity is always angry and mean.
C Madame Charity does not have enough sugar and rice to sell.

D Everyone in town loves Zel because she is pleasant and kind.

€3 Describe how Touloulou helps Zel.

E® This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then answer Part B.
PartA
What is the central message of this story?
A 'Honesty is the best policy.
B Kindness gets better results than anger.
C Things are not always as they appear.
D Beware of strangers.

PartB

Which sentence from the story is most important to the central
message of the story?

A ""Madame Charity, you should get up earlier.”
B “Then she got angry and yelled at Zel...

C “From that day on, Madame Charity tried not to raise her
voice in anger.”

D “Today he felt sorry for her.”
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% Independent Practice

: What is the meaning of the word market as it is used in this sentence
' from the story?

Every Saturday, Madame Charity sold sugar and rice
at a market.

A astore where food and spices are bought

B aplace where people buy and sell things

C astreet fair where people gather

D abank where money is exchanged

) Write A central message of “Zel, the Gentle Donkey” is that being
kind to others can cause good things to happen. Explain how the
actions of the characters in the story show this central message.

B Plan Your Response Make a list of things from the story that tell
about the kindness of some of the characters.

3 Write an Extended Response Review the central message of
*Zel, the Gentle Donkey.” Explain how the characters in the story

help deliver this message. Use details from the story to support
your answer.
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Explain why understanding the central message of a story will
help you understand the text you read.
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Determine Message, Lesson, or Moral

An important part of reading development is recognizing that a story is likely to convey a message or lesson,
and learning how to read closely to determine it. Some stories teach a lesson explicitly, while other stories have
lessons that are implied. Determining an implied lesson can be hard for readers because it requires them to go
beyond retelling events to more sophisticated skills, such as analyzing details and making inferences. When
teaching students how to determine the message, lesson, or moral of a story, it is helpful to use stories with

stated and unstated morals so that students can gain confidence in finding the message as they progress from
congrete to abstract thinking.

Three Ways to Teach

Scaffold students’ability to determine the message in any story by analyzing stories with stated messages. Heip \
them think about the way the author uses details and shapes events in order to teach a lesson.

» Choose a brief fable—a story with an expilicitly stated moral—and read it aloud. Then model for students
how to identify the moral and think about how the details in the story point to the lesson readers should
learn The followmg example is based on Aesop’s “The Boy Who Cried Wolf

Ina fab!e, we are told the storys Iesson at the ve:y end The !esson is cal!ed a moral So what is the moral

of this story? The last line says, “Nobody beheves aliar, even when he is telling the truth!” Let’s: thmk about

- how the detalls in the story make this lesson clear. We read that the boy was bored and that he lied about
seeirig the wolfto amuse himself. We also read that the villagers were very upset that they had been tncked
especially the second time. When the- boy really sees a wolf, nobody believes him. These detdils match the -
morcnr stated at the end, that nobody bel‘ ieves a har” Noone fn the wllage trusted the boy because of his hes

. Distribute and display Message, Lesson, or Moral Chart {(page 3), and work together 10 record details from

the story on the chart. Explain to students that the chart is a useful way for them to see how details are
connected to one moral or big idea.

- Then provide a selection of other fables for students to practice with independently. Have students work in
pairs to read a fable and identify its moral, stated at the end. Have them use the message, lesson, or moral
chart to connect story details to the overall lesson. Remind them to think carefully about characters’ words
and actions, as well as what happens and why.

+ invite pairs to share their work with the class.

e S
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As students begin to read chapter books, teach them how to think about details and events in order to figure N
out the lesson the author wants readers to learn.

Choose a section from a current story, or reflect on an entire story that students have recently finished reading.
Say, The author uses the key events in the story to show readers what can happen as a result of certain choices. The
author expects us, as readers, to think about what we can learn from these events, Then model how to determine an
unstated message by asking questions about what you read. The following exampie is based on Charlfotte’s Web,
by E. B. White.

R ‘What dec:s;on did Chqr;'c_)_tte mak_e?‘ (_tq wrrte a message in her web)

. Whydidshemakeit? (to help save Wilbur from slaughter) .- o ST
-'_Whathappenedbecauseofthardecrs:on?(W:Iburwas chosenforthefair) R S

Point out that the answer to the last question is the author’s message. Help students think about how this
message applies to other stories they have read, and to their own lives.

You might suggest lessons about telling the truth or being nice to one another. Tell them 1o write their lesson

at the top of a piece of lined paper. Then have them each craft a brief story that effectively conveys their lesson.

If students need additional support, you might organize them in pairs or small groups to brainstorm. Invite
volunteers to share their stories with the class, and discuss the lessons in each story. J

Connect to Writing Ask students to think of a lesson they would want to teach a younger sibling or friend. W
|

Check for Understanding

If you observe... Then try...

difficulty identifying an unstated moral first checking comprehension by asking them to retell
or summarize the story in their own words. Then help

them identify the moral using guiding questions such
as these:

What was the main character’s problem?

How did that problem get solved?

Did you think the character did the right or wrong thing?
What did we learn from this example?
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Name

Message, Lesson, or Moral Chart

Details Details

Details

Message, Lesson, or Moral
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_ Section 2 Activities
] Leseon 33

d Words for Time and Space

R How can you help make your wntlng clear for readers’-’ One way is to
| use words and'phrases that explam when and where actions or events take place

X Words and phrases that tell when show the time events happen or the order in which
they happen. F.-rst second ‘hext, often, at noon, and in the mormng are. some words and
phrases that tell when events happen -

When Plan your garden in the winter.
F:rst dec:de what to grow

. Words and phrases that teII where show the pOSItIOI’I or dlrectlon of somethlng Down
around, under, close to, and on the r_.'ght are some words and phrases that tell where.

Where Vegetables grow best in sunny areas.
Some flowers can grow under trees or climb up walls.

&b Guided Practice: Complete each sentence. If the parentheses () say when, add a
word or phrase that tells when. If they say where, add a word or
phrase that tells where.

W5 MT Think about n , get a shovel and loosen the soil. (when})

what happens when
you plant and care
for a garden. What . {(when)
words and phrases

that tell when or B The roots of the tiny seedlings will grow
where will make the '

steps clear? (where)

a Plant your seeds, and be sure to water them

€3 The stems and leaves will grow

. (where)

E Don't forget to weed your garden

. (when)
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& IndependentPractice |

For numbers 1-5, complete each sentence by choosing the word or phrase that tells when

or where.
n If you have packets of seeds, ﬂ Some seeds sprout
read the directions. A in-just a few days
A slowly B with little water
B first C but others do not
C  carefully D without much trouble
D youmust
B once your vegetables grow, you can
a It'sagoodideatoplant . share them
A vegetables A with neighbors
B manyseeds B easily
C inthe morning C too
D withafriend D atschool
&2 You can grow corn, squash,
and beans
A ’near one another
B if youwant
C forfood
D for your family
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