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TODAY
Rain

57°/38°
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51°/39°
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Rain

49°/38°

By Marilynn Marchione
The Associated Press

Evidence is mounting 
that having COVID-19 may 
not protect against getting 
infected again with some 
of the new variants. People 
also can get second infec-
tions with earlier versions 
of the coronavirus if they 
mounted a weak defense 
the first time, new research 
suggests.

How long immunity lasts 
from natural infection is 
one of the big questions in 
the pandemic. Scientists 
still think reinfections are 
fairly rare and usually less 
serious than initial ones, 
but recent developments 
around the world have 
raised concerns.

In South Africa, a vaccine 
study found new infec-
tions with a variant in 2% 
of people who previously 
had an earlier version of 
the virus.

In Brazil, several similar 
cases were documented 
with a new variant there. 
Researchers are exploring 
whether reinfections help 
explain a recent surge in 
the city of Manaus, where 
three-fourths of residents 
were thought to have been 
previously infected.

In the United States, a 
study found that 10% of 
Marine recruits who had 
evidence of prior infection 
and repeatedly tested nega-
tive before starting basic 
training were later infected 
again. That work was done 
before the new variants 
began to spread, said one 
study leader, Dr. Stuart 
Sealfon of the Icahn School 
of Medicine at Mount Sinai 
in New York.

“Previous infection does 
not give you a free pass,” he 
said. “A substantial risk of 
reinfection remains.”

New variants raise 
worry about COVID-19 
virus reinfections

This  electron microscope image shows SARS-CoV-2 virus 
particles that cause COVID-19. Evidence is mounting that 
having COVID-19 may not protect against getting infected 
again with some of the new variants. People also can get 
second infections with earlier versions of the coronavirus if 
they mounted a weak defense the fi rst time. [HANNAH A. BULLOCK, 

AZAIBI TAMIN/CDC VIA THE ASSOCIATED PRESS]

By Michelle Shen
Asheboro Courier-Tribune
USA TODAY NETWORK

North Carolina’s VisitNC 
app is providing opportuni-
ties for farmers to promote 
their produce and agrotour-
ism opportunities as well 
as examine analytics about 
their business. So far, 850 
farms throughout North 
Carolina have signed up, 11 of 
them from Randolph County. 
The NC State Cooperative 

E x t e n s i o n  o f  R a n d o l p h 
County is encouraging farm-
ers to sign their farm up on the 
app.

Randolph County’s new 
horticulture agent Annie Mills 
explains, “The VisitNC app is 
really a win-win opportunity 
for consumers and farmers. 
It allows consumers and local 
producers to really interact in 
a new and different way.”

Producers can sign up for 
their farm to be listed on the 
app by contacting the North 

Carolina State Cooperative 
Extension for Randolph 
County and paying a $100 
signup fee. More specifically, 
they can call the office number 
(336) 318-6000 or email Jill 
Cofer at jpcofer@ncsu.edu. 
After signing up, they can 
then list out all the products 
they have on the app and make 
changes to their product list-
ing by working with someone 
at the NC State Cooperative 
Extension. 

When consumers download 

the app, they see a variety of 
colorful widgets for differ-
ent categories of activities, 
such as "Farms + Fisheries", 
"Shop Local", "Farm Stays 
+ Lodging", and "Farmers 
Markets". With their consent, 
the app will pull their location 
and display nearby events and 
venues in an interactive map.

“The app will send out push 
notifications to any consum-
ers or people in the public that 

Randolph County Farms can be promoted on VisitNC app

Visit NC Farms [MICHELLE SHEN]

By Tia'Lavon Hill
Asheboro Courier-Tribune
USA TODAY NETWORK

The ongoing coronavirus 
pandemic has left many wish-
ing they could pack up, cut 
their phone off and just get 
away. According to a cabin 
rental business geared toward 
helping people unplug from 
their busy day to day sched-
ule, Asheboro residents with 
the same wish are in luck.

Getaway builds “outposts” 
or collections of small cabins 
in nature within a two-hour 
drive of major cities, fills them 
with the comforts of home, 
and rents them by the night.

The Asheboro outpost 
“sits on 30 acres and boasts 

32 socially-distant cabins – 
26 cabins with a queen bed 
for 1-2 guests, and 6 cabins 
with queen bunk beds for 3-4 
guests,” according to Jon Staff 
founder and CEO of Getaway.

Everything about the expe-
rience, from the location of 
the land to the design of the 
cabins, and the lack of WiFi, is 
supposed to encourage guests 
to unplug, reset, and embrace 
simple pleasures provided by 
nature.

Getaway Asheboro opened 
in July 2020 as the company's 
first North Carolina Outpost 
and despite the pandemic, the 
location has seen a very lucra-
tive start to the business.  

“Getaway Asheboro saw the 
highest number of bookings 

upon launch to date with 757 
bookings in the first week and 
the highest occupancy rate in
2020 at 98.7%. The Outpost 
launch also saw the highest 
bookings with pets (34%) and 
second highest bookings with 
kids (23%),” said Staff.

Due to the pandemic, many 
people are more dependent on 
technology to stay connected 
now more than ever, creating
an increasing need to tem-
porarily "unplug" whenever 
possible. Even travel habits 
have changed as people look 
for more “socially distant 
destinations.”

“Since the start of the pan-
demic, Getaway has seen a 

Cabin rental business booms 
in Asheboro amid pandemic

Getaway CEO and founder Jon Staff says “The cabins range from 140 to 200 square feet and come 
equipped with a comfy queen bed or queen bunks, linens, a two-burner stove, mini-fridge, sink, toilet, hot 
shower with shampoo, conditioner, and body wash, heat and AC, an outdoor fi re pit with grilling grate and 
outdoor seating, cookware, silverware, dishware, a mini-library, and a cellphone lockbox to encourage 
disconnection.” [CONTRIBUTED PHOTO]

By Amy Dunn
Asheboro Courier-Tribune
USA TODAY NETWORK

A S H E B O R O  —  N . C . 
C o o p e r a t i v e  E x t e n s i o n , 
Randolph County Center, has 
received a grant for $5,000 
as part of the BAND-NC 
initiative. In addition, the 
Randolph County Center has 
received $5,000 from the 
Southern Rural Development 
Center (SRDC) to assist with 
digital inclusion efforts. 
With a combined $10,000, 
the Randolph County Center 
purchased 23 Chromebooks 
which were distributed to 
the Randolph County School 

System, Randolph County 
Public Library and Randolph-
Asheboro YMCA for its 
Y-Academy.

Kenny Sherin,  county 
Extension director, said, 
“Twenty-three laptops will 
not fill the digital divide for 
everyone, but these laptops 
will help 23-plus students 
achieve their remote learning 
goals.”

Patrick O’Hara, executive 
director of the Randolph-
Asheboro YMCA, stated, 
“The Y-Academy has enrolled 
over 160 children during this 
unprecedented time. With the 
addition of the Chromebooks, 
the academy will be able to 

help provide computers to 
the children who do not have 
access to computers to com-
plete their Google Meets and 
homework.”

The Randolph County 
Public Library already has 
a lending program for WiFi 
hotspots and other types of 
technology to help close the 
digital divide. When asked 
how these computers will 
help, Ross Holt, library direc-
tor, said, “We know there’s a
critical need for access to both 
connectivity and devices for 
students to learn remotely. 
With our buildings closed 

Chromebooks to help remote students

Pictured are Ross Holt , left, and Kenneth Sherin. [CONTRIBUTED PHOTO]
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By Eric Tucker, Lisa 
Mascaro, Mary Clare 
Jalonick and Jill Colvin
The Associated Press

W A S H I N G T O N  — 
L a w y e r s  f o r  D o n a l d 
T r u m p  o n  M o n d a y 
blasted the impeach-
ment case against him as 
an act of “political the-
ater” and accused House 
Democrats on the eve of 
the former president’s 
trial of exploiting the 
chaos and trauma of last 
month’s Capitol riot for 
their party’s gain.

Trump’s legal brief is 
a wide-ranging attack 
on the House case, fore-
shadowing the claims his 
lawyers intend to pres-
ent on the same Senate 
floor that was invaded 
by rioters on Jan. 6. The 
sharp-tongued tone, 
with accusations that 
Democrats are making 

“patently absurd” argu-
ments and trying to 
“silence a political oppo-
nent,” makes clear that 
Trump’s lawyers are pre-
paring to challenge both 
the constitutionality of 
the trial and any sugges-
tion that he was to blame 
for the insurrection.

“While never willing to 
allow a ‘good crisis’ to go 
to waste, the Democratic 
leadership is incapable of 
understanding that not 
everything can always be 
blamed on their political 
adversaries, no matter 
how very badly they 
may wish to exploit any 
moment of uncertainty on 
the part of the American 
people,” the defense law-
yers say.

In their brief, they 
s u g g e s t  t h a t  T r u m p 
was simply exercising 
his First Amendment 
rights when he disputed 

the election results and 
argue that he explicitly 
encouraged his support-
ers to have a peaceful 
protest and therefore 
cannot be responsible for 
the actions of the rioters. 
They also say the Senate is 
not entitled to try Trump 
now that he has left office, 
an argument contested 
by even some conserva-
tive legal scholars, and 
they deny that the goal 
of the Democrats’ case is 
justice.

“Instead, this was only 
ever a selfish attempt by 
Democratic leadership in 
the House to prey upon 
the feelings of horror and 
confusion that fell upon 
all Americans across the 
entire political spectrum 
upon seeing the destruc-
tion at the Capitol on 
Jan. 6 by a few hundred 
people,” the lawyers 
wrote.

Trump lawyers blast impeachment 
trial as ‘political theater’ Police: N Carolina 

woman detained, 
handcuffed by fake cop

WILMINGTON  — A 
search is underway in 
a North Carolina city 
for a man posing as a 
police officer who they 
say detained a woman, 
handcuffed her and 
took down her personal 
information, police said 
Monday.

The Wilmington Police 
Department said in a 
news release that the 
woman was walking on 
a local street on Sunday 
when a man driving a 
Dodge Charger drove 
alongside her and said 
he was investigating a 
robbery. The man was 
wearing a ballistic vest 
with the word "POLICE" 
on the front, the news 
release said.

According to police, 
the when the woman 
refused to provide her 
personal information, 
the man handcuffed 
the woman, gathered 

her personal informa-
tion and then took off 
the handcuffs before 
leaving. Police said the 
woman wasn't hurt.

Trial set for lawsuit 
over shooting on 
Wake Forrest campus

WINSTON-SALEM  
— A lawsuit filed over 
the shooting death of a 
Winston-Salem State 
University student on 
Wake Forest University's 
campus has been sched-
uled for trial.

The Winston-Salem 
Journal reported Monday 
that the court proceeding 
is set for Oct. 4 in federal 
court.

Najee Ali Baker was 
WSSU football player 
from New York. He was 
shot to death in 2018 
when he was leaving a 
party that was held at 
The Barn on Wake Forest 
University's campus. 
Two men were charged 
in his death.

Baker's mother, Jemel 

Ali Dixon, filed a wrong-
ful-death lawsuit against 
Wake Forest University 
and others. Other defen-
dants include Rhino 
Sports & Entertainment 
Services LLC, which 
provided private security 
at the party.

The newspaper was
unsuccessful in reach-
ing an attorney for Rhino 
Sports. William Davis, 
an attorney for Wake 
Forest University, issued 
this statement that the 
school's policy is not to 
comment on pending 
litigation.

The lawsuit alleges that
Wake Forest University 
administrators were neg-
ligent and had lax security 
for the party at The Barn. 
But the school's attorneys 
have denied the allega-
tions in court papers. 
They said school admin-
istrators had no way of 
preventing the shooting 
or predicting that it could 
happen.

The Associated Press

I N  B R I E F

due to the pandemic, it’s 
imperative for us to do as 
much as we can to help 
meet this need. Combined 
with the hotspots we 
check out and the park-
ing lot WiFi we offer at 
all seven libraries, the 
Chromebooks will help 
fill the gap.”

The BAND-NC initia-
tive was created because 
COVID-19 is exposing 
the digital divide in North 
Carolina and its conse-
quences for all of us. In 
response to this immedi-
ate need, the Institute for 
Emerging Issues at N.C. 
State (IEI) in partner-
ship with the Broadband 
Infrastructure Office at 
the N.C. Department of 
Information Technology, 
and with principal sup-
port from the John M. Belk 
Endowment, is addressing 
the digital divide across 
North Carolina through 
a new program called 
Building a New Digital 
Economy (BAND-NC). 
B A N D - N C  w i l l  p r o -
v i d e  r a p i d - r e s p o n s e 

community innovation 
mini-grants to commu-
nities across the state.

Launching digital 
inclusion planning

N . C .  C o o p e r a t i v e 
Extension in Randolph 
County will be launch-
ing the second part of 
the BAND-NC Initiative, 
which is developing a 
digital inclusion plan 
for Randolph County. 
Digital inclusion planning 
is a community-building 
effort that documents 
t h e  c o u n t y ’ s  d i g i t a l 
assets and then works to 
close the gaps in digital 
access and opportuni-
ties. A well-researched 
and documented digital 
inclusion plan will help 
county organizations 
in their application for 
grant funding to close the 
digital divide in Randolph 
County.

When asked about the 
importance of closing 
the digital divide, Shenna 
Creech, director of digi-
tal teaching and learning 
for the Randolph County 
School System, said, 
“Closing the digital divide 
is essential to ensuring 
educational equity for all 

students. All students and 
families must have access 
to high-speed internet 
and a device to access 
educational resources and 
opportunities.”

“The digital divide has 
been an issue for a long 
time and the COVID-19 
pandemic exposed the 
deficiencies in digital 
access and usage. The 
time is right to work 
t o g e t h e r  t o  d e v e l o p 
innovative solutions to 
bridge the digital divide 
in Randolph County,” 
Sherin said. Beyond the 
pandemic, digital access 
and utilization will con-
tinue to be an issue. 
Commerce, health care 
and productivity will 
increasingly become 
dependent on adequate 
d i g i t a l  c o n n e c t i o n s . 
W i t h o u t  t h i s  i n t e n -
tional effort to close the 
digital divide, economic 
opportunities for county 
residents will decrease 
moving forward.

To learn more about 
the digital inclusion 
planning process in 
Randolph County, con-
tact Kenny Sherin at 
336-318-6000 or ken-
neth_sherin@ncsu.edu.

STUDENTS
From Page A1

Reinfections pose a 
public health concern, not 
just a personal one. Even 
in cases where reinfec-
tion causes no symptoms 
or just mild ones, people 
might still spread the 
virus. That’s why health 
officials are urging vac-
cination as a longer-term 
solution and encourag-
ing people to wear masks, 
keep physical distance 
and wash their hands 
frequently.

“It’s an incentive to do 
what we have been saying 
all along: to vaccinate as 
many people as we can 
and to do so as quickly as 
we can,” said Dr. Anthony 
Fauci, the U.S. govern-
ment’s top infectious 
disease expert.

“My looking at the data 
suggests ... and I want to 
underline suggests ... the 
protection induced by 
a vaccine may even be a 
little better” than natural 
infection, Fauci said.

Doctors in South Africa 

began to worry when they 
saw a surge of cases late 
last year in areas where 
blood tests suggested 
many people had already 
had the virus.

U n t i l  r e c e n t l y ,  a l l 
indications were “that 
previous infection con-
fers protection for at 
least nine months,” so a 
second wave should have 
been “relatively sub-
dued,” said Dr. Shabir 
Madhi of the University 
of the Witwatersrand in 
Johannesburg.

Scientists discovered a 
new version of the virus 
that’s more contagious 
and less susceptible to 
certain treatments. It now 
causes more than 90% of 
new cases in South Africa 
and has spread to 40 
countries including the 
United States.

Madhi led a study test-
ing Novavax’s vaccine 
and found it less effective 
against the new variant. 
The study also revealed 
that infections with the 
new variant were just as 
common among people 
who had COVID-19 as 
those who had not.

“What this basically 

tells us, unfortunately, is 
that past infection with 
early variants of the virus 
in South Africa does not 
protect” against the new 
one, he said.

In Brazil, a spike in hos-
pitalizations in Manaus 
in January caused simi-
lar worry and revealed a 
new variant that’s also 
more contagious and 
less vulnerable to some 
treatments.

“Reinfection could be 
one of the drivers of these 
cases,” said Dr. Ester 
Sabino of the University 
of Sao Paulo. She wrote 
an article in the journal 
Lancet on possible expla-
nations. “We have not yet 
been able to define how 
frequently this is happen-
ing,” she said.

California scientists 
also are investigating 
whether a recently iden-
tified variant may be 
causing reinfections or a 
surge of cases there.

“We’re looking at that 
now,” seeking blood 
samples from past cases, 
said Jasmine Plummer, 
a researcher at Cedars-
Sinai Medical Center in 
Los Angeles.

are signed up for it,” said 
Mills, “And that way 
consumers can find out 
like what the new and 
local food is around their 
area. And if they're not 
able to find something, 
say in the grocery store, 
they could just look on 
the app and see ‘Oh, a 
local orchard has pecans 
available that are fresh, 
and I can go buy them.

Often farmers markets 
will be subscribed to the 
app as well and reach 
nearby consumers. Farms 
can also let consumers 

know about events like 
corn mazes and straw-
berry picking. Anyone 
who downloads the 
app can browse differ-
ent events as they travel 
around North Carolina, 
from the beaches to the 
mountains.

Another huge draw of 
the app is that farmers 
can use its analytical tools 
to track what aspects 
of their business are 
successful. The analyt-
ics reports can show 
what events or produce 
people enjoy seeing and 
purchasing, and farms 
can learn how to market 
themselves better. 

The expansion and 
socialization of  the 
app within Randolph 

County is still in its early 
stages. The NC State 
Cooperative Extension 
is actively working on 
recruiting more farms 
onto the app to help local 
farms thrive and local 
people eat healthier.

Michelle Shen is an 
Economic and Data 
Reporter for The Courier 
Tribune. Feel free to 
reach out to her with 
story tips on Twitter 
(michelle_shen10), 
Instagram (pretty_pho-
tos_by_michelle OR 
michelle_shen10), 
or email (mshen@
gannett.com).

FARMS
From Page A1

148% increase in book-
ings, opening three new 
Outposts during the 
pandemic with more 
on the way this year. 
Occupancy across all of 
Getaway’s Outposts was 
40% higher in January 
2021, compared to the 
same timeframe last year 
pre-pandemic", accord-
ing to Staff. 

However,  with an 
increase in business 
comes an increase in the 
responsibility to keep all 
staff and guests safe.

"The wellbeing of our 
guests, team and local 

communities is our first 
priority, so in response 
to COVID-19, we’ve 
intensified our routine 
cleaning procedures, 
provide and require PPE 
for all of our team mem-
bers, practice social 
distancing, and request 
that our guests check 
local guidelines and 
wear a mask when visit-
ing any local businesses 
in the community. We 
continue to monitor and 
adapt based on guide-
lines from local health 
officials and the CDC. 
You can read our full 
response to COVID-19 
here," said Staff.

Guests can book their 
e s c a p e  t o  G e t a w a y 
Asheboro at getaway.
house/charlotte. Rates 

s t a r t  a t  $ 9 9 / n i g h t . 
Getaway was created 
in summer 2015 and has 
since created Outposts 
o u t s i d e  o f  A t l a n t a , 
Austin and San Antonio, 
Boston, Charlotte and 
Raleigh, Cleveland and 
P i t t s b u r g h ,  D a l l a s , 
Houston, Los Angeles, 
New York, Portland, and 
Washington, D.C.

Tia'Lavon Hill is the 
Storytelling & Content 
Coach. It makes her 
day to receive tips on 
what's happening in 
the community, topics 
you'd like to know more 
about, and great people 
profile ideas. Contact 
Tia'Lavon at thill@gan-
nett.com, and follow @
TiaLavon on Twitter. 
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 Open: Mon-Wed,Fri from 8-5, Thurs 8-12 

 350 N. Cox St., . Suite 6 . Asheboro . Randolphpc.com

Jason Van Eyk, M.D.Saad Amin, M.D. Jacqueline 
Mawoneke, AGNP

In order to practice social distancing at this time we 
ask that you call when you arrive and a nurse will  
come escort you in. Telehealth Visits available.

Call us today!  We’re here to serve you!

Call Randolph Primary Care 336-629-2201

Welcome, 
Brooke 

Shaw, AGNP 
to Randolph 

Primary 
Care

1528-D Zoo Parkway, Asheboro
336-625-8300

Hours:

20%

OFF
SUPPLEMENTS

With This Ad, Excludes Sale 
Items  & Barleans Flax

10% 
OFF

ALL GROCERY ITEMS

With This Ad, Excludes Bulk, 
Produce, & Pet Food

CURAMIN STOPS PAIN

EuroPharmaUSA.com
MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE

OPEN 11 AM - 8 PM

818 E. Dixie Dr. 336-633-1234

TUESDAY SPECIALS!
Lg. Flounder/Shrimp ............9.49

Chicken Fingers ...................6.39

6 oz. Beef Tips w./Salad............8.39

Popcorn Shrimp
ALL DAY .............................6.59

SUPER COMBOS
LUNCHTIME $8.39
DINNERTIME $9.49

Blue Plate Special:
Flounder 11am-4pm ..... 6.39

OPEN 11 AM - 8 PM
2361 N. Fayetteville St.

Dine In - 80 Seats or To Go

336-610-1234

www.americasroadhouse.com

FEBRUARY SPECIAL

LUNCH 11AM - 4PM

Chicken Alfredo served 
with salad, & garlic toast

Fried Chicken Sandwich 
served w/French Fries & Tea.

$6.49

$12.99

Vi RANDOLPH
ï | r  -fi P R I M A R Y  C A R E ,  P A

In order to practice social distancing at this time we 
ask that you call when you arrive and a nurse will 

come escort you in. Telehealth Visits available.

Call Randolph Primary Care 336-629-2201

Call us today! We’re here to serve you!

Open: Mon-Wed,Fri from 8-5, Thurs 8-12 
350 N, Cox St., * Suite 6 • Asheboro • Randolphpc.com

Americas Roadhouse
KXPRESS

20%
OFF
SUPPLEMENTS

CURAMIN STOPS PAIN
I.

Wlefru

^ CuraMed“
"i«» Heal% Inflammation Response-

CuraMed
Softgel 750mg

Up to 500
Capsules of

TURMERIC

Up 10 500 Times 
Stronger 

Thin Turmeric'

1528-D Zoo Parkway, Asheboro 
336-625-8300

~!emj 
Naturu((y

EuroPharmallSA.com 
MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE

Curamin
EXTRA STRENGTH 

Pain Relief
Safe, Effective. 
Non-Addictive 

Pain Relief"

OIETARV SUPPIEMEN
«%-
HEMiir

10%

OFF
ALL GROCERY ITEMS

Hours:
M-F, 9-7 • Sat., 10-5 • Sun., 1-5
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