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ASHEBORO — God
is bigger than any
problem we have.

That was the
central message of
Rebekah Gregory,
guest speaker at the
23rd Annual Mayor’s
Prayer Breakfast
Thursday at AVS
Banquet Centre. She
is one of 17 amputees
who lost limbs as a
result of the Boston
Marathon bombing
on April 15, 2013.
Gregory lost her left
leg after 18 months
of trying to keep it.

She captivated the
capacity crowd at the
Prayer Breakfast with
her humor and the
forthright narrative of
her experience since
the bombing. “People
say to me, ‘You’re that
bombing girl, right?’ ”

It was on a whim
that she was in Bos-
ton that day, Gregory
said. “I was not run-
ning. I had never run

in my life. I was on
the sideline eating
a chocolate-covered
pretzel wondering
why anyone would be
crazy enough to sign
up to run 26 miles.”

It was just three
days after her 26th
birthday and she had
brought her 5-year-
old son Noah with her.

She said they strug-
gled to get close to
the finish line, where
they stood watching
runners going by.

Then Noah became
bored, Gregory said,
and she had him sit
on the ground at her
feet with his back
resting against her.
When the bomb,

just three feet away,
went off, her body
shielded him from
certain death.

“My life got hard
that day,” she said.
“I was laying on the
ground with blood all
around and I couldn’t
see my own legs.”

She said she never
lost consciousness
before being taken to
the hospital, where
she spent 56 days.
After 18 surger-
ies and 65 proce-
dures, she still lost
her leg 18 months
after the blast.

“Everyone has
their life blown up in
their face,” Gregory
said. “Circumstances
can make us bitter
or better. Our God is
bigger than us and
has a better plan.”

When Gregory left
the hospital, she said,
she had to move in
with her parents, un-
able to do anything
for herself or for her
son. “I would ask,

ASHEBORO — Asheboro
City Schools (ACS) and Ran-
dolph County School System
(RCSS) honored their teach-
ers and named their Teach-
ers of the Year at a banquet
held at Pinewood Country
Club on Thursday, May 4.

Forty exemplary teach-
ers were nominated for the
distinction of Teacher of the
Year. ACS selected a final-
ist and an overall winner
from a list of nine finalists.
RCSS selected its top teacher
from a list of 31 finalists.

ACS named fourth-
grade teacher Mary Jo
Przybylowski as its final-
ist and fifth-grade teacher
Laura King as its 2017-18
Teacher of the Year.

King has served students
at McCrary Elementary
School since 2012. She holds
an undergraduate degree
from Appalachian State
University and is currently
working toward licensure
for academically/intellectu-
ally gifted (AIG) specialist
through the University of
North Carolina at Pembroke.
King serves on her school’s
improvement team, the Math
Vertical Learning Team, as
a professional development
leader, and is a participant
of the ACS Teacher Leader-
ship Academy. In January,
King presented information
to the N.C. Board of Edu-
cation on behalf of ACS.

King has an infectious
smile and positive personality
that is popular with students
and families alike. She’s pas-
sionate about making learn-
ing memorable and meaning-
ful. Her principal applauds
her for “continuously rising to
the challenge of meeting each
student’s needs every day.”

RCSS honored Leah Red-
ding with its 2017-18 Teacher
of the Year award. For the
past two years, Redding has
been teaching fourth-grade
ELA/science at John Law-
rence Elementary School. She

is a National Board Certi-
fied teacher with 10 years
of teaching experience.

Redding earned a Bach-
elor’s Degree in elementary

education from the Univer-
sity of North Carolina at
Greensboro and will com-
plete AIG certification from
UNC Pembroke in 2017.
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Quick look

Girlfriend
charged with
tossing drugs
to inmate

ASHEBORO — A
woman has been charged
for tossing drugs over the
fence of the Randolph
County Jail.

On Monday, Randolph
County Jail officers found a
plastic bag on the inside of
the perimeter security fence.
Inside the bag, they discov-
ered loose tobacco, match-
es, a cigarette lighter, rolling
papers and
two small
pieces of
plastic
containing a
white pow-
dery sub-
stance. The
substance
tested as
cocaine in a field test kit.
Investigators believe an
inmate had arranged for
his girlfriend to deliver the
items and that she intended
to throw them onto the roof
of the exercise yard of the
housing unit in which the
inmate is confined but was
unable to get it there.

The suspects have been
identified as Jonathan Hen-
derson, 28, and Kristy High-
fill, 26, both of Randleman.

Henderson is in the Ran-
dolph County Jail serving an
active sen-
tence and is
also being
held on a
separate se-
cured bond
for other
pending
drug-related
charges. He
was charged with felony aid
and abet providing drugs
to an inmate and misde-
meanor possession of to-
bacco in jail. He received an
additional $15,000 secured
bond on the new charges.

Highfill was arrested
Tuesday and charged with
a felony count of providing
drugs to an inmate, a mis-
demeanor count of providing
tobacco to an inmate and
felony possession of co-
caine. She was placed in the
Randolph County Jail under
a $30,000 secured bond.
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Today’s prayer
Dear Lord, please

help me to continually
follow your example of
love, by sacrificially giv-
ing myself for others.

Amen.
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Seagrove
to add
motto
to police
car and
town hall

SEAGROVE — The words
“In God We Trust” will soon
appear on a Seagrove police
car and will be a prominent
fixture on the new town
hall, when that is built.

With little discussion,
town council members
unanimously approved
the action during the
Tuesday board meeting.

Commissioner Jason
Auman brought the request
to the board. He said that
a representative from the
U.S. Motto Action Commit-
tee, based in Lexington, had
given a presentation to his
church. The motto is on the
Gaston and Yadkin county
courthouses and Harmony
and Wallburg town halls.

Auman explained the
motto could only be placed
on the marked car, be-
cause the two new ones
are unmarked vehicles.

He also said there would
be no cost to the town.

USMAC Treasurer Fred
McClure of Lexington said
that his organization will
pay for the sign, the instal-
lation on the building and
the decal for the police car.

Seeking assistance
Mayor David Fernandez

is seeking two representa-
tives from the community
to be part of the sidewalk
planning grant steering com-
mittee. The grant requires
a steering committee to
make recommendations.

A representative from the
Piedmont Triad Council of
Governments and a planner
from the N.C. Department
of Transportation will guide
the committee and elected
officials through the process.
Anyone wanting to par-
ticipate should contact the
town hall at 336-873-7307.

He is also seeking input
on how to capitalize upon the
recent Facebook poll which
named Seagrove the No. 1
crafts destination in the
country. He was tickled that
Seagrove “beat out” Asheville;
Berea, Ky.; Gatlinburg, Tenn.;
and Cumberland Valley, Pa.
All of those cities are recog-
nized for craft and art. Of the
more than 17,000 votes cast,
Seagrove received a third.

Public meetings
Last month, commission-

ers voted to stagger elections
of council members and the
mayor. During the Tuesday
night meeting, the town’s at-
torney, Lucas Horner, guided
them through the process.

A special public hear-
ing will be held on Tuesday,
May 16, at 7 p.m. at town
hall. Commissioners will
then adopt the ordinate
on the Tuesday, June 6,
regular meeting of the town
board. That meeting will
be held at 7 p.m. instead of
the usual 7:30 p.m. time.

Commissioners will hold
a budget planning session
on Tuesday, May 16, after

Boston bombing victim finds strength in God

City, county honor
King and Redding
By Micki Bare
mbare@courier-tribune.com
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2017-18 TEACHERS OF THE YEAR — For Asheboro City Schools,
the winner was Laura King, above, a fifth-grade teacher at McCrary
Elementary School. For the Randolph County School System, the win-
ner was Leah Redding, a fourth-grade ELA/science teacher at John
Lawrence Elementary School.
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See SEAGROVE, page 4A
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GIVING HER TESTIMONY — Rebekah Gregory,
survivor of the Boston Marathon bombing, recounts
her experiences during the Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast
Thursday at AVS Banquet Centre.

See PRAYER, page 2A


