
20th Century Texas
Oil and a New Century 

Modern Era (1900s)



Texas in the 1900s
• The Modern Era of Texas is marked 

by two major events that happened in 
southeast Texas in 1900 and 1901.

• One of these involves WATER and 
the other involves OIL!  



Galveston Hurricane of 1900
• September 8, 1900:  Galveston was struck 

by a hurricane of unbelievable force.
• Impact:
1. worst natural disaster in U.S. history
2. more than 6000 killed or injured
3. aftermath brought new changes in 
city government, housing and 
protective seawall construction for 
residents





Aftermath of Galveston Hurricane
• Engineers built a seawall around the 

shoreline to prevent damaging waves and 
water surges from destroying homes and 
businesses. 

• Houses were raised on platforms or stilts 
as protection. 



• Galveston adopted a new city manager
form of government to handle the 
rebuilding (most common form of city 
government in Texas today)  



https://www.youtube.com/watch
?v=YD22a4APsCg

Melrose, 1866

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YD22a4APsCg


Oil – Texas Gold!
• January 10, 1901:  Texas strikes oil at 

Spindletop (near Beaumont).
• First major oil strike in Texas!
• Gusher shot 100,000 barrels of oil per day 

until capped 9 days later.
• Started the oil boom in Texas.
• Boosted the overall economic development 

in Texas, especially Houston.



Spindletop

A discovery that 
changed Texas forever



Oil Men
*Pattillo Higgins: 
-Business man from Beaumont
-Bought land on Spindletop Hill
-Early efforts failed but sure there 

was oil
-Earned the nickname “The prophet 

of Spindletop”
*Anthony Lucas:
-Hired by Higgins to help drill for oil
-Leading expert in mining salt 

domes



Anthony F. Lucas began drilling in 
salt dome deposits near Beaumont 
in October of 1900. 

Drilling crew
at Spindletop



-Drilling started in 
Oct. 1900

-No sign of oil

-Lucas hit a gusher at 
Spindletop on January 
10, 1901.

-Gusher shot out 
100,000 barrels of oil a 
day!

-More than all the 
other wells in the U.S. 
combined!!!

Lucas gusher on Jan. 10, 1901



News of the gusher spread 
around the world 
Oil workers, financiers, & onlookers came to see the 
gusher. Within two yrs., Spindletop produced 17.5 
million barrels of oil.  

As the number of 
wells grew, production 
declined. by 1904, 
production fell to less 
than 4 million barrels.



The Boom Changes Texas 
-Beaumont population soared from 9,000 to > 30,000
-Land prices rose quickly 
-Attracted wildcatters: Oil seekers who took great risks by 

drilling in areas not known to have oil.
-Wildcatters hired roughnecks: worked the oil fields
-Many oil companies failed.

*Texas Fuel Company in Beaumont 
became Texaco – a giant in 
the industry.



Growth of the Auto 
Industry

-1897 first Oldsmobile produced
-General Motor Company was soon 
formed
-1903 Henry Ford started Ford
Motor Company
*Within 10 yrs. Ford made
half the cars in the 
nation!



Demand for cars…

Increased demand
for…

gasoline!!!

In turn, a cheap and ample
supply of fuel increased the 
demand for autos! 



Economic Changes 
-Oil industry grew to meet surging demand!! 
-Pipelines transported oil from fields to the refineries

-Workers refined crude 
petroleum into gasoline and    

kerosene
-Improved roads enabled more 
people to drive cars
-New jobs arose
-Houston Ship Channel opened     
in 1914



MAJOR OIL AND NATURAL GAS DISCOVERIES, 1900–1940



The rapid growth in oil production reduced 
the price of oil from

$1.10 a barrel

to

10 cents a barrel

in a matter of a few months!! 

YES!!

NO! 
Why Me?



The boom was followed by a bust.

Regulation and discoveries in West 
Texas helped bring Texas out of 
this initial bust, but the boom/ 
bust cycle has continued through 
the years.

Today, petroleum is still a 
major key to the Texas 
economy.

Boom and 
Bust



The Impact of Spindletop on 
Texas

Spindletop Gusher
*Pop. Of 
Beaumont 
explodes

*Land prices in
Beaumont 
rise

*Oil companies
form

*Cities grow
around new
oil refineries

*Auto industry
grows

*State revenue 
increases

*New jobs 
are created



Effects of Spindletop
• Impact:
1.  Oil fields created new boomtowns and   

oil production companies in Texas 
(Humble Oil, Exxon-Mobil).

2.  Most important – it encouraged oil 
drilling and production in other parts 
of Texas.





Houston Benefits from Oil Boom 

• Houston became the center of the oil 
business industry.

• Petroleum companies needed the 
banking, insurance, transportation, and 
legal services Houston could provide.

• 1914 – Houston Shipping Channel
opened which allowed large ships and 
barges into the port.



Dallas becomes a commercial 
center

• Major city of central Texas
• Excellent rail connections
• Cotton shipped from there
• Manufactured goods from the North 

shipped good there



Oil Boom Opened Other 
Industries

• Oil boom created 
demand for lumber for 
housing, businesses, 
and oil derrick 
construction.

• Major industry in Piney 
Woods of East Texas.  

• Also created new towns 
built around the lumber 
industry.



Other cities grow
• Fort Worth – meat packing plants
• Port Arthur – oil refining and shipping
• El Paso – mining of copper, lead, gold and 

silver



Migration and everyday life
• European immigrants – Germans, Czechs, 

Polish became farmers



Increase in Mexican and African 
American 

• People from 
Mexico escaping a 
brutal dictator

• African Americans 
moved to urban 
areas  and many 
became 
professionals, 
entrepreneurs, etc.  





Rural Texas





Progressive Movement in Texas

• Population growth in the cities 
brought in new problems and forced 
Texans to deal with existing ones.

• The Progressive Movement 
attempted to reform (solve) these 
problems.



Progressive Movement Reforms
• Reforms included: 

1. new form of city government (after 
Galveston hurricane) 

2. the Terrell Election Law
3. women’s suffrage 
4. prohibition 
5. evangelical and other social services 

organizations



Progressive Reforms
• Terrell Election Law was 

passed in 1903 and remains 
the basic voting law in 
Texas today.  This Law 
ensured:
1. elections would be 
carried out fairly
2. secret ballot voting  
3. restricted campaigning 
near voting booths
4. primary elections held to 
select candidates



Education
• Mandatory attendance
• Training for teachers



Environmental reform

• Forest conservation movement in Texas
• Founded Texas Forestry Association in 

1914
• Texas Forest Association  



Progressive Reforms
• Women were still working 

to reform election laws and 
gain voting rights.  

• 1918 - Governor William  
P. Hobby granted Texas 
women voting rights in 
Texas primary elections. 

• 1920 – 19th Amendment
passed gave women 
constitutional voting rights 
in elections. 



Progressive Reforms
• Prohibitionists felt alcohol caused illegal and 

moral problems for society
• 1918 -Texas approved a statewide prohibition

law.
• 1920 – 18th Amendment to the U.S. 

Constitution made prohibition the law of the 
land.





Progressive Reforms     
• Progressives focused on social 

morality, a return to religion, and 
community service. 

• The Young Men’s Christian 
Association (YMCA) was a very 
influential organization that 
successfully promoted “daily 
evangelical Christianity,” while 
promoting good sportsmanship in 
athletic contests in gyms.  The 
YMCA remains much the same 
today.



Discrimination in Texas
• Jim Crow laws -blocked African American 

people from using public hotels, 
restaurants, and attending entertainment 
events.  

• Housing discrimination - African Americans 
and Mexican-Americans lived in sections of 
towns with inadequate housing, lighting, 
sewage, and police protection. Children 
attended separate schools which were often 
poorly constructed, lacking basic school 
equipment and supplies. 



Discrimination in Texas
• Racial unrest led to violence.  Those 

accused of minor crimes were sometimes 
lynched by mobs (usually KKK). 

• Ku Klux Klan was a politically powerful 
group during this time.

• 1902 - Democratic Party requires payment 
of a poll tax and adopts a “whites only” 
restriction for the primary election. 
These bar most African Americans from 
voting and/or participating in politics.



NAACP and Mutualistas
• 1912 – In Houston, the National 

Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People (NAACP) began.  
They worked to end discrimination 
and create racial equality.

• Mexican Americans joined labor 
unions and formed mutualistas 
(mutual assistance societies) to 
provide community service with 
weddings, funerals, and aid to the 
poor. 


