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HOMEWORK


Homework is a constructive tool in the teaching/learning process.  When properly utilized, it has the potential to enhance student achievement, promote positive attitudes towards learning, develop effective study habits and skills, and foster individual responsibility and creativity.  The primary purpose of homework varies by grade level (elementary, middle, and high school) as do the associated procedures for its assignment and grading.  Students, parents, teachers and administrators all have responsibilities when it comes to the effective use of homework as an educational tool.

Homework should be an application or adaptation of a classroom experience, and should not be assigned for disciplinary purposes.

    
It is the responsibility of the School Administration to insure that the homework policy is consistent with the school’s mission statement and to communicate the homework policy to the school board, parents, faculty and students.  School administrators will provide professional development opportunities that enhance teacher knowledge and skills with respect to quality homework.  So too will administrators conduct periodic reviews of the literature on homework and suggest amendments to the homework policy as needed.  Staff evaluations will also include observations and recommendations about the type and amount of homework that is expected in each course.  Finally, administrators will assist in the coordination of homework scheduling across different subject areas.


It is the responsibility of individual Teachers to be familiar with and adhere to the LWPS Homework policy.  They will carefully explain their individual homework expectations in their class or course descriptions for the benefit of students and parents.  Faculty will also engage in periodic professional development activities in order to strengthen their homework “repertoire.”  The assignments will support the curriculum (i.e., standards-based), varied by type and length, and have clearly defined purposes and expectations.  Teachers will provide necessary support so that assignments may be carried out in a productive manner.  Timely and meaningful feedback about student performance will be provided.  Teachers will assist in the coordination of homework scheduling across subjects and encourage parents to provide a supportive environment at home for the completion of homework


It is the responsibility of Students to familiarize themselves with and adhere to the LWPS Homework policy and the individual policies of their classroom teachers.  Students will develop strategies that enable them to submit assigned homework on time.  Homework will be completed by the students themselves unless otherwise instructed by their teachers.  Students should ask questions both before and after assignments are completed to ensure the maximum benefits of the assignment.  Finally, students will work to create an environment at home that is conducive to the production of quality work.


It is the responsibility of Parents and Guardians to assist their students in developing strategies for the timely completion of quality homework.  They will help provide environments that are conducive to the production of such work.  Parents and guardians will provide age-appropriate and learner-appropriate support for their children as their children endeavor to produce their own work.   Parents and guardians will also communicate with individual teachers and/or school administrators in a timely manner about any concerns they might have about homework.
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