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Editor’s note:  The Courier-
Tribune is proud to honor the 
Class of 2020 and our area 
schools throughout the month 
of June. Join us in celebrating 
the graduates of Wheatmore 
High School.

Academic honor cords:  
Madeline Joyce Underwood, Gold
Alexander Scot Dutterer, Gold
Logan Joel Somero, Gold
James Austin Wright, Gold
Ashlyn Nicole Linville, Gold
Jessica Renee Brickley, Gold
Leah Hope Hughes, Gold
Brianna Maria Griffi n, Gold
Kaleigh Marie Craft, Gold
Haley Brooke Linville, Gold
Erin Nicole Lambeth, Gold
Sarah Elizabeth Hall, Silver
Eddie Lloyd Rule, Silver
Lexi Julia Gerlock, Silver
Adison Bailee Desgrosiellier, 
Silver
Lucas Jacob Smith, Silver
Britney Sue Wray, Silver
Michael Gerard Freier, Silver
Zachariah James Berrier, Silver
Cameron Alexandra Hatcher, 
Silver
Abbey Josephine Parrish, Silver
Evan Scott Tucker, Silver
Emily Ellen Lane, Silver
Jacob Dylan Clodfelter, Silver
Alyssa Gabrielle Bumgarner, 
Bronze
Jeremiah Brennan Hodge, 
Bronze
Ashlyn Grace Meier, Bronze
Kendall Smith Grant, Bronze
Austin Tanner Mills, Bronze
Cody Joseph Garrison, Bronze
Sarah McNeely Stewart, Bronze
Brenda Tovar, Bronze
Justin Tucker Mills, Bronze
Ethan Isaac Oakley, Bronze
Katie Grace Herron, Bronze
London Ashlynn Avant, Bronze

BETA cords: 
London Avant
Zach Berrier
Austin Biggs
Jessica Brickley
Alyssa Bumgarner
Jacob Clodfelter
Kaleigh Craft
Adison Desgrosiellier
Alex Dutterer
Michael Freier
Lexi Gerlock
Kendall Grant
Spring Gray
Sarah Hall
Cameron Hatcher
Jermiah Hodge
Leah Hughes
Erin Lambeth
Emily Lane
Ashlyn Linville
Haley Linville
Ashlyn Meier
Abbey Parrish

Emily Rinehart
Lucas Smith
Logan Somero
Sarah Stewart
Branda Tovar
Evan Tucker
Madeline Underwood
Britney Wray
James Wright

Natioanl Technical Honor 
Society cords: 
Londan Avant
Victoria Blevins 
Austin Biggs
Alyssa Bumgarner
Kaleigh Craft
Sydney Carden
Casey Crayton
Adison Desgrosiellier
Haven Dykes
Samantha Gafke
Michael Freier
Kyndall Fritz
Ana Sofi a Grajeda
Spring Gray
Cameron Hatcher
Josie Holmes
Emily Lane
Clayton Lassiter
Ashlyn Linville
Haley Linville
Bryce McDevitt
Dylan Morris
Paris Norman
Abbey Parrish
Leah Porter
Emily Rinehart
Eddie Rule
Lucas Smith
Logan Somero
Emily Springer
Seth Strickland
Sarah Stewart
Caitlyn Wheat
Gabrielle Wishon
Heather Wray
Britney Wray
Alyssa Yates

Randolph Apprenticeship cord: 
David Lackey

Spanish Honor cords: 
Cameron Hatcher
Erin Lambeth
Kelli Morgan
Isaac Seagle
Lucas Smith
Kolin Teschner
Camden Wishon
Gabrielle Wishon

Seniors of Valor: 
Isaiah Dickens

Alexander Dutterer
Austin Biggs
Josie Holmes
Bryce McDevitt
Ethan Oakley
Erin Lambeth
Abbey Parrish
Emily Clodfelter
Hope Turbyfi ll

Junior Marshals: 
Lindsay Hazelwood, chief 
marshal
Claire Barrow
Taylor Bundy
Logan Hanneman
Hailey Hartley
Sydney Lyons
Hannah Meyer
Abigail Moore
Dawson Payne
Jessica Pittman
Jacob Stevens
Hallie Ward

Class of 2020: 
Ashton Michael Abee
Morgan Rae Allred
Kirstin Ann Anderson
Victoria Malyn Anglin
Marvin Denilson Araya
Brandon Lee Aultman
London Ashlynn Avant
Hailey Marie Sue Barnett
Bryson Alexander Bartley
Daniel Burton-Holly Batista
Zachariah James Berrier
Austin O'Neal Biggs
Victoria Lynn Blevins
Taylor Blomquist
Selena Brooke Bolton
Caroline Rochele Booher
Daniel Jason Bowman
Jessica Renee Brickley
Jonathan Linden Brown
Amber Nicole Brummett
Alyssa Gabrielle Bumgarner
Robert Austen Rhylee Butler
Evan Matthew Calhoun
Connor Douglas Calhoun
Sydney Noel Carden
Emily Dianna Castro
Jaylan Cade Chapman
Siann Renae Choate
Jacob Dylan Clodfelter
Austin Lynn Clodfelter
Emily Denise Clodfelter
Erin Leanne Cody
Destiny Michelle Coltrane
Nickolas Smith Coltrane
Steven Connor Cox
Matthew Dale Craddock
Kaleigh Marie Craft
Casey Jacob Crayton
Kaitlyn Elizabeth Cruthis
William Devin Daugherty
Hailey Rae Davis
Adison Bailee Desgrosiellier
Isaiah Wesley Dickens
Christian James Duke
Luke Patrick Dulin
Alexander Scot Dutterer
Haven Celeste Dykes
Connor Sands Eaton

McKenzie Faith Ell
Jacob Darren McArthur 
Elswick
Brandon Odell Embler
Shyann Paige Flannery
Tyler Anthony Ford
Kayla Lynn Franklin
Christian Blake Freeman
Michael Gerard Freier
Kyndall Marie Fritz
Samantha Elizabeth Gaefke
Logan Thomas Gallman
Kolby Lee Galloway
Benito Garcia Jr.
Cody Joseph Garrison
Lexi Julia Gerlock
Shyanne Kristian Gill
Justin Wolfgan Gonzalez
Blake Leigh Gooding
Steven Jay Gordon
Ana Sofi a Grajeda
Kendall Smith Grant
Duane Jarelle Gray
Spring Elizabethann Gray
Kari Marie Grayson
Chandler Green
Brianna Maria Griffi n
Robert Bryce Griffi n
Daniel Taylor Griffi n
Noah Quintin Guinn
Adam Ira Gwizdak
Sarah Elizabeth Hall
Nicklaus Alan Halo
Gage Ethan Hamilton
Nathan Mark Hanneman
Sara Jo Harmon
Cameron Alexandra Hatcher
Cierra Lynn Hazel
Gabriel Patrick-Ray Hernandez
Katie Grace Herron
Caleb Montgomery Hill
Neva LaRue Hippert
Jeremiah Brennan Hodge
Robert Stone Hodges
Brayden James Hoefl ick
Josie Love Holmes
Kayla Mariah Honeycutt
Christian Blake Honeycutt
Jessica Bryte Horne
Leah Hope Hughes
Stephen Alexander Hunt
Travis Randall Jackson
Nicholas Lee Jones
Sierra Nicole Jordan
Dakota Austin Joyce
John Patrick Kendrick IV
Reece Thomas Kennedy
Brandel Wade Kimmons
James Eric-Todd Kunstek
David Luke Lackey
Erin Nicole Lambeth
Makaley Ann Lambeth
Emily Ellen Lane
Christopher Marion 
Langendorfer
Clayton Lane Lassiter
Michala Sue Ann Lester
Haley Brooke Linville
Ashlyn Nicole Linville
Jeremy Kyle Lowe
Noah Adam McCormick
Levi Blake McCoy Smith
Bryce Joshua McDevitt
Cameron Blake McHenry

Kylee Lynne Meadows
Ashlyn Grace Meier
Austin Tanner Mills
Justin Tucker Mills
Kelli Johna Morgan
Dylan Mikeal Morris
Stephanie Mosqueda Jimenez
Shannon Marie Mullins
Christopher Alan Mullis Jr.
Blake James Muscoreil
Haley Denise Neal
Conner Nelson
Amaya Lynn Newman
Angel Lea Nobles
Paris Laine Norman
Ethan Isaac Oakley
Abbey Josephine Parrish
Dakota Evan Pauley
Ethan Blake Peele
Mary Elizabeth Pfahlert
Maxwell Shelton Ploof
Alexandra Paige Poplin
Leah Grace Porter
Tanner Blake Pritchett
Ashley June Fay Ridge
Marcus Dawson Riffe
Emily Elisabeth Rinehart
Cody James Roach
Savannah Claire Robinson
Alexsander Erael 
Rodriguez-Gonzalez
Logan Austin Routh
Eddie Lloyd Rule II
Savannah Marie Salas-Fayne
Anna Karina Santander Arce
Isaac Dale Seagle
Adam Ethan Seiple
Wilmouth Douglas Shores IV
Taylor Leian Simmons
Ryan Marrell Skeen
Andrew Riley Smith
Jacob Matthew Smith
Ryan Dalton Smith
Andrew James Smith
Garrett William Smith
Lucas Jacob Smith
Logan Joel Somero
Emily Suzanne Springer
Christopher Aaron Sprouse
Sarah McNeely Stewart
Seth Floyd Strickland
Kolin Gabriel Teschner
Sarah Anne Thompson
Phillip Wayne Threadgill
Brenda Tovar
Bailey Zane Trotter
Evan Scott Tucker
Joshua Jake Tuggle
Kyrisha Keyshawna Turbe
Hope Sandra Turbyfi ll
Madeline Joyce Underwood
Owen Michael Varner
Seven Roses Wagoner
Jamie Leigh Wall
Caitlyn Stacey Wheat
Kailey Elizabeth Wilbanks
Madison Renee Willis
Gabrielle Elise Wishon
Camden Scott Wishon
Heather Ann Wray
Britney Sue Wray
William Paul Wright
James Austin Wright IV
Alyssa Ann Yates

Wheatmore High School Class of 2020

Elana Schor & Sarah Rankin
The Associated Press

RICHMOND, Va.  — As 
the nation wrestles with how 
to do more for racial equal-
ity, Liberty University — a 
school whose leadership has 
said it doesn’t have a prob-
lem — is facing its own tough 
questions.

Jerry Falwell  Jr.,  who 
leads the prominent evan-
gelical Christian university, 
apologized this month after 
posting a tweet invoking 
the blackface scandal that 
engulfed Virginia’s governor 
last year. But Falwell’s rare 
show of contrition, which 
followed a rebuke from nearly 
three dozen Black Liberty 
alumni, has left many African 
American students, alumni 
and staff unconvinced of his 
interest in helping the school 
live up to its promises about 
diversity.

At least four Black Liberty 
staff members have resigned 
since Falwell’s tweet, several 
high-profile Black student-
athletes have announced 
transfer plans, and current 
and former students as well 

as employees have become 
more willing to openly criti-
cize the university’s approach 
to race and diversity. That 
shift comes as institutions 
across the country are grap-
pling with the stain of racism 
and as internal documents 
show the university’s share 
of on-campus Black students 
has fallen.

“Knowing what I know, 
and seeing how the univer-
sity has been run and even 
now continues to operate, it 
is clear that Jerry doesn’t even 
begin to comprehend what it 
means to be truly apologetic,” 
one resigned staffer, former 
director of diversity retention 
LeeQuan McLaurin, said. 

While pushback against 
Falwell has simmered since 
his 2016 endorsement of 
President Donald Trump, 
his detractors have been an 
outspoken but undersized 
presence in Lynchburg, where 
Liberty has a formidable 
economic footprint. Indeed, 
McLaurin and other dis-
heartened Black alumni have 
limited power to force change. 
Falwell was endorsed after his 
apology by the school’s board 

of trustees in a June 8 release 
that touted the school as a 
home for “students and staff 
of all races!” 

But interviews with more 
than a dozen current and 
former students and employ-
ees point to significant doubt 
that the school’s culture is as 
welcoming as it claims. 

Keyvon Scott, who resigned 
as an online admissions coun-
selor after Falwell’s tweet, 
said that “if he’s serious, he 
needs to make a change, not 

just put it” on social media. 
Falwell’s May 27 tweet, 

aimed at Virginia Gov. Ralph 
Northam’s mask mandate, 
included a picture of a mask 
bearing a photo of a person 
in blackface and another in a 
Ku Klux Klan costume. That 
photo appeared on Northam’s 
medical school yearbook page 
and — when made public last 
year — sparked a furor that 
nearly forced him from office. 

Falwell initially defended 
the tweet as a response to 

Northam’s proposed cuts to 
online tuition assistance. In a
June 8 video interview about 
his apology, Falwell said: 
“When I was swinging at the 
governor, I inadvertently hit 
some people that love me ... 
the Liberty African American
community.”

The late evangelist and 
Moral Majority leader the Rev. 
Jerry Falwell founded Liberty
in 1971 with just 154 students. 
Under the leadership of his 
namesake, who is an attorney 
and is not a minister, Liberty 
has grown into a leading 
evangelical university, with 
an immaculate campus and a 
$1.6 billion endowment.

The school, which declined
to comment for this story, 
announced this year it had 
surpassed 100,000 stu-
dents enrolled in its online 
programs. But Liberty’s 
reckoning over race comes 
as its share of on-campus 
Black students has declined 
in recent years. Internal doc-
uments obtained by AP show 
Black students made up 13% 
of Liberty’s resident under-
graduates in 2007 and just 5% 
last year.

Evangelical Liberty U rattled by its own racial reckoning

Jerry Falwell Jr., president of Liberty University, waits for the arrival 
of President Donald Trump to sign an executive order on “improving 
free inquiry, transparency, and accountability on campus” on March 
21, 2019, in the East Room of the White House in Washington. 
[AP PHOTO/EVAN VUCCI, FILE]
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