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Welcome to 2020!
LCS Parents and Families,
We hope everyone enjoyed a peaceful and fun Christmas vacation with family and friends. We are
excited about the new year and 2nd Semester. January, February, and March is a busy time as we
prepare for state assessments and begin plans for the 2020-2021 school year. The winter months are
also a busy time for colds and u. If your child is running a fever, please have them tested for the u
and keep them home. For speci c questions or concerns, please contact your school nurse. Thanks
for your support and cooperation. I pray that we can stay warm and healthy this winter.
Sincerely,
Brad Lewis

Important Dates for January, February, and March
2020
January
January 6: Students Return for 2nd Semester
January 7: Board Work Session
January 14: Board Meeting @ Clements
January 17: 9th Grade Tour of Career Tech Center
January 9: Report Cards Go Home
January 20: Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day/No School
January 29 - 30: All-County Band Concert

February
February 6: Board Work Session
February 11: Board Meeting @ Creekside
February 13: 3rd 9 Weeks Progress Reports Go Home

February 13: Community Advisory Council Meeting @ 7:30 a.m.
February 13: Student Senate Meeting @ 12:30 p.m.
February 17: President's Day/No School
February 26: 1/2 Day for Students. Afternoon Teacher Professional Development
February 28: High School Scholar's Bowl @ Owens
March
March 2 - 6: Read Across America
March 3: Board Work Session
March 10: Elementary Scholars Bowl
March 10: ACT w/Writing (11th Only)
March 10: Board Meeting @ Elkmont
March 27: Report Cards Go Home
March 30 - April 2: Spring Break

Chronic Absenteeism: A National Epidemic
The state of Alabama considers a student to be chronically absent if they miss 15 or more days of
school. This number includes excused, unexcused, medical absences and principal approved
absences. On average, over 6 million U.S. students miss 15 or more days of school each year. The
numbers are even higher in Alabama and Limestone County. In January, Alabama will release state
report cards to re ect student academic progress. One grading criteria is chronic absenteeism. Please
help Limestone County decrease chronic absenteeism by encouraging and expecting good
attendance. For more information, please click on the link below.
https://www2.ed.gov/datastory/chronicabsenteeism.html

2019-2020
Digital Copy is attached below and on the LCS Website. A limited number
of printed copies are available at local schools.
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Mental Health News
Parents and Guardians:
Limestone County Schools is proud to partner with Mental Health Center of North Central Alabama
(MHCNCA) for counseling services at school. Parents are also welcome to visit the Athens-Limestone
Counseling Center on Elm Street in Athens. If you need mental health services for your children
through North Central Alabama, please ask your school counselors to call the ACCESS number at
(256)355-5904 or toll-free at 1-800-365-6008. The ACCESS department will schedule intakes at the
Athens Limestone Counseling Center at the earliest available dates. Please review the links and
attachments below for more information. We apologize for the inconvenience and appreciate your
patience. We look forward to working with MHCNCA and are committed to meeting the mental health
needs of our students.
Thanks,
Brad Lewis

Mental Health Center of …

pdf

Does Your Child Need Counseling.pdf

mhcnca.org

Download
1.4 MB

The Importance of Parent Involvement
The Harvard Research Project concluded that parental involvement is associated with higher student
achievement. While student success largely relies on factors like study habits, school attendance, testtaking abilities and more, research is showing that parental involvement also has a large impact on
student achievement in the classroom.
1. Get involved with your child's school through PTO or volunteer.
2. Eat lunch with your child.
3. Become a reading buddy.
4. Communicate regularly.
5. Participate in school fundraisers to support the school.
6. Set high expectations for your student.

LCS Parent and Family Engagement Plan Overview
Limestone County Parent and Family Engagement Plan Overview
(The full plan can be viewed at your local school, on the local school website, and the district website
www.lcsk12.org.)
Limestone County Schools will:
· Involve parent and family members in the development of the Limestone County Consolidated Plan
as part of their participation on the Federal Programs Parent Advisory Committee.
· Evaluate the Title I program by administering an annual parent/family member survey. This survey is
conducted in the spring of each year, and the data is used to evaluate the overall effectiveness of the
Title I program, including parent/family engagement.
· Use evaluation results to design evidence-based strategies for more effective parent and family
engagement.
· Remove barriers that hinder parent/family participation.
· Develop a Parent and Family Engagement Plan annually with parent/family input. The Federal
Programs Director works with parent/family representatives from every Title I school to create the
Parent and Family Engagement Plan, and decide how the district’s Parent and Family Engagement
Funds will be spent.
· Provide assistance to parents/family members in understanding topics such as the following: state
academic standards, state and local assessments, Title I requirements, strategies for monitoring their
child’s progress (parent portal, progress reports, and report cards), and strategies for working with
their child at home.
· Use many successful ways to interact with parents either face to face or using technology. The
district and the schools have exible meeting schedules and use their website to inform parent/family
members who are unable to attend meetings.
· Provide assistance and training to local schools on the rights of parents and on evidence-based
parent and family engagement practices.
· Conduct a variety of parent meetings throughout the year.
· Communicate with parents/families using a variety of methods (ex. phone calls, emails, automated
phone system, school website, and district website).
· Provide materials and training to help parents/families work with their children to improve their
children’s achievement.
· Involve parents in the development of the district and the local school’s Continuous Improvement
Plan.
· Implement Parent’s Right to Know

Alabama First Class Pre-K …

alprek.asapconnected.com

OSR Pre-k
Limestone County now has nine Alabama First Class Pre-K sites at all eight elementary schools. We
will begin online registering students for the 2020-2021 school year in the spring. Please check our
Limestone County website for the link to register for the new school year. We look forward to serving
you in our nationally ranked program.
https://children.alabama.gov/pre-registration-for-2018-2019- rst-class-pre-k-programs/

Reading
How to help your child with reading?
Reading aloud to your child every day increases their vocabulary and word knowledge. Young children
whose parents read to them daily have a head start on learning words and develop oral language
faster. Reading to and with your child every night can increase their achievement, even when they are
pro cient readers. We want to create a community of readers to enable children to be better equipped
with vocabulary and literature.

Parent Reading Support
How to Help Your Child With Reading
https://youtu.be/-OG2Q6pPQYw

The Best Way to Teach Kids to
Read

The Best Way to Teach Ki…

www.parenting.com

Math
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ra5AO2Ca5PI

Counting tips for parents |…

www.nidirect.gov.uk

Maths can be fun for you and your child to learn together. Counting is a basic skill your child will need and
can build on later. You can use 10 tips to help your child with counting - including starting easy, using
household items, computers, shapes and sizes.

9 Awesome Apps for Mat…

www.gettingsmart.com

By Juned Ghanchi - There is an ocean of math practice apps out there--how
can you pick just one? To help wade through the options, here are 9 great
choices.

Mathematics and Parent Support

Instill a Love of Math

Instill a Love of Math

www.pbs.org

Here are some helpful tips on why and how to instill a love of math in your
children.

Professional Learning Communities

Our district math and reading specialists work and plan with classroom teachers to improve teaching
and learning in math and reading. Teachers collaborate, plan, and design instruction using the latest
research based strategies to support our students in Limestone County Schools.

General, Weather and Emergency Messaging System
Limestone County Schools uses SchoolMessenger Emergency Management Notifcation System. We
send both voice and email messages. Please make sure that your contact (both primary phone
number and email address) information is updated at the school level.
Tips:
Press # during the call to place the broadcast on hold for 2 minutes until you are ready to listen.

Press 1 if you are having trouble hearing the message and it will restart.
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Limestone County Schools
Facebook

@LCSforKids

Address:
300 South Jefferson Street
Athens, AL 35611
Open Monday - Friday from 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. during the school
year.
Athens, AL, USA
lcsk12.org

(256) 232-5353

