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Today’s Prayer

Dear Lord, help me fl oat in 
Your grace and not drown in 
the deep waters washing over 
my life. 

Amen.
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TODAY
T-storms
82°/67°

SUNDAY
T-storms
80°/64°

MONDAY
T-storms
80°/64°

N AT I O N  |  A 7

FINDINGS 
DISMISSED
Trump lashes out at scientists
who contradict him

S P O R T S  |  B 1

COMEBACK KID
Aft er heartbreak, Chase 
Briscoe comes back to win

By David Biller And 
Christopher Sherman 
The Associated Press

RIO DE JANEIRO — The 
coronavirus pandemic accel-
erated across Latin America 
on Friday, bringing a surge 
of new infections and deaths, 
even as curves flattened and 
reopening was underway in 
much of Europe, Asia and the 
United States.

The region’s two largest 
nations — Mexico and Brazil 
— reported record counts of 
new cases and deaths almost 
daily this week, fueling criti-
cism of their presidents, who 
have slow-walked shutdowns 
in attempts to limit economic 
damage.

Brazil reported more than 
20,000 deaths and 300,000 
confirmed cases, making it 
the third worst-hit country 
in the world by official counts. 
Experts consider both num-
bers undercounts due to the 
widespread lack of testing.

The virus “does not for-
give. It does not choose race 
or if you are rich or poor, 
black or white. It’s a cruel 
disease,” Bruno Almeida de 
Mello, a 24-year-old Uber 
driver, said at his 66-year-old 
grandmother’s burial in Rio de 
Janeiro.

Infections rose and inten-
sive-care units were also 
swamped in Peru, Chile and 
Ecuador, countries lauded for 
imposing early and aggressive 
business shutdowns and quar-
antines. Many experts said the 
rising death toll across Latin 
America showed the limits of 
government action in a region 
where millions labor in infor-
mal jobs and many police 
forces are weak or corrupt and 
unable to enforce restrictions.

Many governments — even 
those where the virus is still 
on the rise — say they must 
shift their focus to saving jobs 
that are vanishing as quickly 
as the disease can spread. In 
the United States and China, 
the world’s two largest econ-
omies, unemployment is 
soaring.

The Federal Reserve chair-
man has estimated that as 
many as 1 in 4 Americans could 
be jobless, while in China ana-
lysts estimate around a third 
of the urban workforce is 
unemployed.

Meanwhile, the virus is 
roaring through countries 
ill-equipped to handle the 
pandemic, which many scien-
tists fear will seed the embers 
of a second global wave of 
infections.

C O R O N AV I R U S
PA N D E M I C

Even 
where virus 
accelerates, 
lockdowns are 
cracking open

By Larry Penkava
and Ray Criscoe
The Courier-Tribune

A S H E B O R O  —  D r . 
Stephen Gainey was featured 
Thursday on the Randolph 
County COVID update 
video. The superintendent 

of The Randolph County 
School System said the 
2020-21 school term will 
begin on Monday, Aug.17, 
one week earlier than origi-
nally planned due to orders 
from the state.

“There are a lot of uncer-
tainties for next year,” he 
said, including develop-
ment of safety precautions 
expected to come from 
the state. As for extracur-
ricular activities, Gainey 
said, “We’re waiting for 

decisions.”
While plans are for stu-

dents to return to school for 
the fall semester, Gainey said 
remote learning from home 
“will probably play a role.”

He reviewed what had 
happened in the school 
system since March 13, 
the last day students were 
in school. Because of the 
COVID-19 virus outbreak, 
Gov. Roy Cooper ordered 
public schools to close and 
for students to be given 

lessons online or from pack-
ets for the remote learning
program.

With concerns for the
next year, Gainey said he
would like input from fami-
lies with schoolchildren,
particularly on the remote
learning program. He also
reminded parents that all
school materials should be
returned by June 4.

With so many children on

Gainey reviews schools’ COVID
response, outlook for fall semester
Eighth person dies 
from COVID-19 in 
Randolph County, 
another 26 people 
test positive

The Greensboro-Randolph 
Megasite sent a message to 
Tesla via air-mail Wednesday 
at the company’s Fremont, 
CA, plant. Tesla has expressed
an interest in opening a
manufacturing facility on 
the East Coast, so offi cials
here decided to make sure
owner Elon Musk knew the
GRM megasite was available.
“We are just letting them 
know we’d love to have their 
interest in our site,” said Kevin 
Franklin, president of the
Randolph County Economic 
Development Corporation. The 
GRM is looking for a for the 
1,825-acre site on US 421 west 
of Liberty. [CONTRIBUTED PHOTO]

Scenes from a Tesla fl yby

From staff reports

R A L E I G H  —  N o r t h 
C a r o l i n i a n s  w h o  h a v e 
e x h a u s t e d  t h e i r  s t a t e 
u n e m p l o y m e n t  i n s u r -
ance benefits can apply for 
an extension of benefits 
through the federal Pandemic 
Emergency Unemployment 
C o m p e n s a t i o n  p r o g r a m 
(PEUC).

Signup became available on 
Friday, May 22.

PEUC provides up to 13 
weeks of additional assistance 
for people who exhausted 
their 12 weeks of state unem-
ployment insurance benefits 
on or after July 6, 2019. It is 
available for benefit weeks 
ending Saturdays from April 
4 to Dec. 26, 2020.

For people applying for 
PEUC:

• You must file a separate
claim for PEUC to receive 
these benefits. You will not 
automatically receive PEUC 
when you exhaust regular 
state unemployment insur-
ance benefits.

• Sign into your online
account at des.nc.gov and click 
on the “Apply for Pandemic 
Emergency Unemployment 
Compensation” link to apply. 
If you are not eligible for 
PEUC, you will not see the 
application link in your online 
account.

For weeks ending April 
4 through July 25, people 
receiving PEUC will  be 
paid an additional $600 
e a c h  w e e k  i n  F e d e r a l 
Pandemic Unemployment 
Compensation (FPUC). FPUC 
does not require a separate 
application.

Benefits will be paid ret-
roactively to the first week 
a person became eligible to 
receive those benefits.

PEUC is the third program 
of the federal CARES Act 
implemented by the Division 
of Employment Security. 
DES began making Federal 
Pandemic Unemployment 
Compensation payments 
on April 15 and Pandemic 
Unemployment Assistance 
payments on April 25.

More information and 
FAQs about PEUC can be 
found at des.nc.gov. For help
filing a claim for PEUC, call 
the Customer Call Center at 
888-737-0259.

State extends 
unemployment 
benefi ts

See SCHOOLS,  A6

See VIRUS,  A4
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free and reduced lunches 
unable to be fed at school, 
Gainey said, the school 
system has delivered 
205,872 meals at vari-
ous locations around the 
county. He thanked those 
who helped, including 
social workers, bus driv-
ers and sheriff deputies 
for helping to feed the 
children.

As for graduation at 
the seven high schools, 
Gainey said that the board 
of education, principals 
and high school seniors 
“wrestled with” coming 
up with an alternative 
plan. A survey of seniors, 
he said, received a 71 per-
cent response rate, with 
82 percent of respondents 
favoring graduation cer-
emonies in late July or 
August. It was decided to 
have all graduations on 
Saturday, July 25.

Gainey said school 
buildings are meant for 
students. “We miss you 
... we miss the parents 
... and we miss commu-
nity members at (school) 

events. But I’m confident 
we’ll get to the other side 
of this crisis and return to 
normal.”

Leading off the video 
was Darrell Frye, chair 
of the Randolph County 
Board of Commissioners. 
Saying that this was the 
last video before the 
Memorial Day weekend, 
Frye gave a refresher 
course on the origins of 
Memorial Day, which 
began as Decoration Day 
during the Civil War. Its 
purpose is to remember 
all veterans who have 
given their lives for the 
country.

“ W e  s h o u l d  n e v e r 
take our freedoms for 
granted,” Frye said. 
“Remember those who 
gave their lives so we can 
be free.”

Susan Hayes, direc-
tor of Public Health, 
reminded citizens to 
continue to practice 
social distancing, to wear 
masks when in public and 
to wash hands frequently. 
She also summarized 
Phase 2 of reopening the 
state for business.

County Manager Hal 
Johnson said this was the 
18th video updating the 
public on the county’s 

response to COVID-19. 
He reminded viewers 
that the next video will 
be released on Tuesday, 
May 26.

Randolph County 
numbers

R a n d o l p h  C o u n t y 
Public Health announced 
on May 22 the eighth 
death in the county from 
COVID-19. The number 
of lab-confirmed cases 
jumped by 26 from the 
previous day, up to 543. 
There were 14 patients 
hospitalized, 192 cases in 
isolation and 343 released 
from isolation.

State numbers

As of 10:51 a.m. Friday, 
May 22, there were 21,618 
cases of COVID-19 in 
North Carolina, with all 
100 counties reporting at 
least one infection. There 
were 728 deaths from the 
virus.

State 
unemployment 
fi gures

North Carolina has paid 
a total of $2,367,858,741 in 
unemployment insurance 

benefits to 573,736 claim-
ants during the period 
f r o m  M a r c h  1 5 - M a y 
21,  according to NC 
Department of Commerce 
Employment Security. Of 
the total, $1,289,490,058 
c a m e  f r o m  F e d e r a l 
Pandemic Unemployment 
C o m p e n s a t i o n  a n d 
$ 4 1 1 , 6 7 0 , 0 4 5  f r o m 
Pandemic Unemployment 
Assistance. The remain-
der was from the state’s 
unemployment insurance 
fund.

D u r i n g  t h e  M a r c h 
15-May 21 period, the state 
has received 1,266,894
claims for unemploy-
ment insurance benefits, 
including 14,061 on May 
21. Of the total claims for 
the period, 930,032 were 
made by individuals.

Badin Road Drive-In 
reopens

A m o n g  b u s i n e s s e s 
reopening this week-
end is the Badin Road 
Drive-In on Badin Lake 
near Albemarle, accord-
ing to its Facebook page.

T h e  d r i v e - i n  f e a -
tures two screens. One 
will show the movies 
“Trolls: World Tour” and 
”Onward.“ The second 

screen will show ”We 
Summon the Darkness“ 
and ”The Invisible Man.“ 
Showings began Friday 
night, May 22.

Stricter rules will be 
in place because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
People will help park 
cars to keep them six feet 
apart; about 350 vehicles 
will be allowed in, which 
is “significantly less than 
normal,” the FB post said. 
Those in the cars can sit 
outside as long as they 
remain in their parking 
area.

Concessions and bath-
rooms will be open, but 

with markings to main-
tain 6-foot separation. 
Bathrooms will be lim-
ited to a finite number of 
people at one time and 
be closed periodically for 
restocking and sanitizing.

The playground will 
be closed until further 
notice.

SCHOOLS
From Page A1

By Ben Finley, Carla 
K. Johnson and 
Michael Biesecker
The Associated Press

Millions of Americans 
are getting ready to 
emerge from coronavirus 
lockdowns and venture 
outdoors to celebrate 
Memorial Day weekend 
at beaches, cookouts and 
family outings, raising 
concern among public 
health officials that large 
gatherings could cause 
outbreaks to come roaring 
back.

Medical experts warn 
that the virus won’t take 
a holiday for the tradi-
tional start of summer. 
The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
continues to recommend 
that people stay home, 
avoid crowds and connect 
with family and friends by 
phone or video chat.

Dr. Seth Cohen, an infec-
tious disease expert at the 
University of Washington 
Medical Center-Northwest 
in Seattle, advised that 
people who do celebrate 
keep their distance, wear 

masks and avoid sharing 
food and drinks.

“Punch bowls. Nachos. 
These things are a no-no,” 
Cohen said.

Dr. Deborah Birx, coor-
dinator of the White House 
coronavirus task force, 
said Friday that people 
can enjoy the outdoors if 
they stay at least 6 feet (2 
meters) apart. Birx offered 
as examples playing tennis 
with marked balls, one for 
each player to handle, or 
not touching flags on the 
golf course.

“That is your space and 
that’s the space that you 
need to protect and ensure 
that you’re social distanced 
for others,” Birx said at a 
White House briefing. She 
also suggested disposable 
utensils for picnics and 
potlucks.

Birx said COVID-19 is 
declining nationwide, but 
many healthy-seeming 
people are unknowingly 
infected, making social 
distancing, face coverings 
and frequent hand-wash-
ing necessary.

The holiday weekend 
arrives amid the bleakest 

economy in decades. Tens 
of millions have been laid 
off since the virus hit hard 
in March and forced shut-
downs. Unemployment 
has reached its highest level 
since the Great Depression. 
Federal Reserve Chair 
Jerome Powell warned 
Thursday that prospects 
for a recovery will remain 
unclear until the health 
crisis is resolved.

Many Memorial Day 
commemorations have 
been canceled or down-
sized, including concerts 
and fireworks shows. 
Parks, beaches, camp-
grounds and swimming 
pools remain closed in 
much of the country.

But plenty of popular 
spaces will be open — with 
limits.

Californians headed into 

the weekend with both 
excitement and anxiety 
after restrictions eased in 
many areas. The nation’s 
most populous state has 
started seeing a decline in 
COVID-19 hospitalizations 
after being the first to order 
a statewide shutdown.

D a v i d  S p a t a f o r e ,
who owns Blue Bridge 
Hospitality restaurant 
group, was looking forward 

to Friday’s reopening of 
patio seating at the group’s 
pizzerias and dining rooms 
at its high-end steakhouse 
in Coronado, across the bay 
from San Diego.

“I think people are going 
to be so happy to be able 
to go back out and not eat 
out of a plastic container or 
cardboard box,” he said. “I 
know I am.”

In Virginia  Beach, 
V i r g i n i a ,  t h e  f a m e d 
40-block boardwalk and 
sandy shoreline reopened, 
but with spacing guide-
lines and groups limited to 
10. Group sports such as 
volleyball are prohibited, 
along with tents and alco-
hol consumption.

Mayor Bobby Dyer said 
about 150 “beach ambas-
sadors” in red shirts will 
“diplomatically” ask 
people to follow rules.

Without clear federal 
guidance, state and local 
officials have been left to 
figure out how to celebrate 
the holiday safely. Social-
distancing and bans on 
mass gatherings remain in 
place throughout much of
the country.

C O R O N AV I R U S  PA N D E M I C

As Memorial Day tempts people outdoors, virus rebound feared
A member of the 
3rd U.S. Infantry 
Regiment, also 
known as The 
Old Guard, wears 
a face mask 
as he places 
fl ags in front of 
each headstone 
for “Flags-In,” 
Thursday, at 
Arlington National 
Cemetery in 
Arlington, 
Va., to honor 
the Nation’s 
fallen military 
heroes ahead of 
Memorial Day. 
[CAROLYN KASTER/

THE ASSOCIATED 

PRESS]

OPEN 11 AM - 10 PM

818 E. Dixie Dr. 336-633-1234

SATURDAY SPECIALS!
11 AM - 4 PM

Chicken Bites ....................6.99

Reg. Whitefish ......................7.99

10 Oz. Ribeye & 

Fried Jumbo Shrimp ..........18.99

Tilapia...................................6.39

Cheeseburger in Paradise....6.29
SUPER COMBOS
LUNCHTIME $7.89
DINNERTIME $8.99

OPEN 11 AM - 9 PM
2361 N. Fayetteville St.

Dine In - 80 Seats or To Go

336-610-1234

www.americasroadhouse.com

MAY SPECIAL

LUNCH 11AM - 4PM

LG. BBQ CHICKEN served with salad, 
toast & potato choice.

Fried Chicken Sandwich
With French Fries & Tea.$6.49

$9.99

(336)-362-6386

David Baker
Agent
David.Baker@ncfbins.com

Get the most out of 
your Medicare

Chris W. Ward
Call me today.

(336) 629-5548
Chris Ward Insurance
928 Sunset Avenue
Asheboro, NC 27203
Mon.-Fri. 8:00 a.m. - 6:00p.m.
www.chriswardinsurance.com

Serving Randolph County  
for over 25 years

i n s u r a n c e
CHris Ward

www.readymartconveniencestore.com

15 pk 
cans

2 FOR

COKE PEPSI

$8.88
2 FOR

$9.00

12 pk 
cans

 Open: Mon-Wed,Fri from 8-5, Thurs 8-12 

 350 N. Cox St., . Suite 6 . Asheboro . Randolphpc.com

Jason Van Eyk, M.D.Saad Amin, M.D. Jacqueline 
Mawoneke, AGNP

In order to practice social distancing at this time we 
ask that you call when you arrive and a nurse will  
come escort you in. Telehealth Visits available.

Call us today!  We’re here to serve you!

Call Randolph Primary Care 336-629-2201

Jason Robbins, ALC

(5263)
336-610-LAND

2016 President: Asheboro/Randolph Council of Realtors

C
Every office independently owned & operated
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I am currently working with many buyers  

looking to purchase tracts of land. Call me TODAY if 

you have land to sell!
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