Count on Math- Grades PreK to Grade 2

As children get older, counting becomes more important. There are ways to help your child learn to count.

1. Make it a game. Games can be a great way teach counting and having fun. Try board games, card games, dominoes, and bingo. Turn chores into math games. Ask your child to count forks, spoons, and napkins for setting the table.

2. Pose “puzzlers”. For example, tell your child there are 6 cookies and 3 people. Ask your child to figure out: How many cookies should each person get so that everyone gets the same number of cookies.

3. Go on a counting trip. Challenge your child to count objects around your home such as chair or table legs, clocks, beds, doors, windows.

4. Have your child count grocery items as you put them into a cart.

5. Get a 1 cup measuring cup, and a half-gallon, and a 1 gallon container such as juice containers. Ask your child to guess how many cups of water it will take to fill each container. Help them fill them at the sink or tub, counting together. Ask if your child thinks the number would be the same a second time.

6. Ask your child to help you cook. Read a recipe together.  Have your child measure the ingredients. Talk about what might happen if you add too much or too little of anything. 

