
5/1/2020 

Dear Senior Parents: 

  

Due to governmental regulations regarding public events, the 2020 
graduation ceremonies for DeSoto County Schools must be postponed. 
School officials know how important graduation ceremonies are for 
seniors and senior family members, and every effort is being made to 
reschedule the traditional graduation ceremonies in the summer months. 
The Landers Center has reserved many dates for DeSoto County 
Schools in June and July, and governmental regulations will be 
monitored on a daily basis. There are no tentative dates being 
announced at this time because the graduation ceremonies will be 
scheduled as soon as public gatherings at the Landers Center are 
allowed. If new graduation dates are scheduled, senior parents will be 
notified via email and phone call at least one week in advance.  In 
addition, senior parents will receive updates via email on the following 
dates until the ceremonies are scheduled: June 1, June 15, and July 1. 
 

Parents are also reminded of the following guidance was sent to 
everyone on Monday, April 20: 

  

How will a decision be made about the graduation ceremony?  

School officials must follow guidelines that are put in place by the 
President of the United States, the Governor of Mississippi, the 
Mississippi State Department of Health, and local government 
agencies.  These guidelines are being monitored on a daily basis. 

  

There are stories on social media about school districts that are 
having virtual ceremonies and other non-traditional events instead 
of their traditional graduation ceremony.  Are school officials 
considering non-traditional graduation ceremonies? 

In order to honor the wishes of our seniors, Superintendent Uselton 
formed a graduation committee of elected senior officers from each of the 
eight DeSoto County high schools.  As elected class officers, they are 
gathering feedback from their senior classmates, and Superintendent 
Uselton will continue asking for their input throughout this process.  In 



their meeting last week, the senior class officers indicated that a 
traditional graduation ceremony was the preferred choice even if the 
event had to be postponed into the summer months.  Traditional 
graduation ceremonies will be held if ordinances and guidelines allow this 
type of event, but non-traditional ceremonies will be considered in July if 
a traditional ceremony does not appear possible. 

  

Will the Landers Center be available for graduation ceremonies 
during the summer months? 

The school district has already reserved many dates at the Landers 
Center throughout June and July.  If graduation ceremonies cannot take 
place at the regularly scheduled times, guidelines and ordinances will be 
monitored every day during the summer.  If/when ordinances allow the 
graduation ceremonies to be rescheduled, school officials will notify 
parents 7 - 10 days prior to the first day of the graduation schedule via 
email and phone call. 

  

Is there a possibility that graduation ceremonies could be held at 
the school football stadiums? 

The only reason that the ceremonies would be held at the football 
stadiums is if city and county ordinances would allow outdoor events but 
not allow events at the Landers Center.  While this option appears 
unlikely at this time, all options will be considered as more information 
becomes available. 

  

Will family members and friends be able to attend the graduation 
ceremony? 

School officials want all family members to be able to attend; however it 
is too early to predict what type of restrictions will be in place in the 
summer months.  If the graduation ceremonies cannot take place in May, 
the ceremonies will be delayed into the summer with the hope that as 
many family members as possible will be able to attend.  Graduation 
ceremonies without family members in attendance would only be 
considered in July as a last resort. 

  



If ordinances only allow for smaller crowds to assemble this 
summer, is there a possibility that tickets for admission could be 
issued? 

Yes.  Depending on the type of restrictions that are in place at the time of 
the graduation, there is the possibility of students being issued a limited 
number of tickets for the graduation ceremony. 

  

Is there a possibility that the graduating class could be divided into 
multiple groups in order to reduce the number of people in 
attendance? 

Ideally, school officials and the senior class officers want the seniors to 
be able to attend a graduation ceremony with all of their classmates and 
with their family members in attendance.  However, if restrictions are in 
place throughout the summer, all options will be considered. 

  

Is it likely that the graduation ceremonies at the Landers Center will 
be available via livestream? 

Yes.  Traditional graduation ceremonies are streamed live by the Landers 
Center on their website, on their Facebook page, or some other 
streaming medium. 
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