














































































































Subject/Course:AP US History Unit: 9 Reagan Conservatism to September 11, 2001 Grade: 11 

ESTABLISHED GOALS 

CCSS. ELA-Literacy.RH.11-12.1 

Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis 
of primary and secondary sources, connecting 
insights gained from specific details to an 
understanding of the text as a whole. 

CCSS. ELA-Literacy. RH .11.12.3 
Determine the central ideas or information of a 
primary or secondary source; provide an accurate 
summary that makes clear the relationships 
among the key details and ideas. 

CCSS.ELA Literacy.RH.11-12.5 Analyze in detail 
how a complex primary source is structured, 
including how key sentences, paragraphs, and 
larger portions of the text contribute to the whole. 

CCSS.ELA Literacy.RH.11-12.8 

Evaluate an author's premises, claims, and 
evidence by corroborating or challenging them 
with other information. 

CCSS. ELA-Literacy. RH.11-12.9 

Integrate information from diverse sources, both 
primary and secondary, into a coherent 
understanding of an idea or event, noting 
discrepancies among sources. 

AP US History 

Analyzing Historical Evidence, Content and 
Sourcin_g_: describe, select, and evaluate relevant 

Transfer 

Students will be able to independently use their learning to ... 
• recognize the evolving nature of the American National Identity over time.
• apply knowledge of political and social systems to participate actively as an informed citizen of

a democracy.
• apply concepts and systems of economics to participate in a global economy.
• understand the impact of human action on the environment and how geography determines

social, political, and economic developments.
• understand how the roles of ideas, beliefs, social mores, and creative expression have played in

shaping the United States.
• understand how the movement of peoples both within and to the United States continue to

change American society.
• apply historical knowledge to understand America's place in the world today and make informed

decisions as participants in a democratic-republic.

(The above capabilities are derived from seven course themes developed by the College Board for the AP 

US History course) 

Meaning_ 
UNDERSTANDINGS 
Students will understand that ... 

conservative beliefs regarding the need for 
traditional social values and a reduced role for 
government advanced in U.S. politics after 1980. 

new developments in science and technology 
enhanced the U.S. economy and transformed 
society while manufacturing in the U.S. decreased. 

the United States population continued to 
undergo demographic shifts that had significant 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
Have the American people decided on the proper 
role of government or is that still in questions? 

Will the U.S. continue to be a superpower given 
the globalization of the economy and ever 
increasing information technology? 

Should the U.S. government be concerned with 
growing income inequality within its borders? 

How can the U.S. protect itself from the growing 
terror threat around the world. 
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evidence about the past from diverse sources. 

AP US History 

Interpretation: describe, analyze, and evaluate 

the different ways historians interpret the past. 

AP US History 

Comparison: identify, compare, and evaluate 

multiple perspectives on a given historical event. 

AP US History 

Contextualization: connect historical events and 

processes to specific circumstances of time and 

place as well as broader regional, national, or 

global processes. 

AP US History 

Causation: identify, analyze, and evaluate the 

relationships among historical causes and effects, 

distinguishing between those that are long term 

and short term. 

AP US History 
Patterns of Continuity and change over time: 

recognize, analyze, and evaluate the dynamics of 

historical continuity and change over periods of 

time of varying length, as well as the ability to 

relate these patterns to larger historical processes 

or themes. 

AP US History 

Argumentation: to create an argument and 

support it using relevant historical evidence. 

cultural and political consequences. 

the Reagan administration promoted an 

interventionist foreign policy that continued in 

later administrations, even after the end of the 

Cold War. 

following the attacks on September 11, 2001, U.S. 

foreign policy efforts focused on fighting terrorism 

around the world. 

To what degree are the post WW II alliances still 

meaningful? 

Acquisition 

Students will know ... 

Ronald Reagan's victory in 1980 represented an 

important milestone, allowing conservatives to 

enact significant tax cuts and continue the 

deregulation of many industries. 

Reagan asserted U.S. opposition to communism 

through speeches, diplomatic efforts, limited 

military interventions, and a buildup of nuclear 

and conventional weapons which contributed to 

the end of the Cold War. 

conservatives argued that liberal programs were 

counterproductive in fighting poverty and 

stimulating economic growth. 

after 1980, the political, economic, and cultural 

influence of the American South and West 

continued to increase as population shifted to 

those areas. 

international migration from Latin America and 

Asia increased dramatically. 

policy debates continued over free-trade 

agreements, the scope of the government social 

Students will be skilled at ... 

reading the textbook and taking notes using 

guided reading questions. 

classroom discussions that will allow students to 

offer ideas, and ask questions to enhance their 

understanding of the topic at hand. 

analyzing primary source documents that support 

the ideas learned in the textbook. This will require 

close reading and deconstruction. 

deconstructing charts and reading maps to search 

for evidence to support or dispute claims. 

using the seven themes of the course to begin to 

understand history as a continuum. 

using historical thinking skills such as chronological 

reasoning, causation and compare and contrast to 

help them understand the impact and connections 

of events in history. 

create a defensible historical argument using 

primary source evidence to support an assertions. 
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safety net, and calls to reform to the U.S. financial understanding perspective by participating in a 

system. roleplay simulation. 

technological innovations in computing, digital 

mobile technology, and the Internet transformed 

daily life, increased access to information, and led 

to new social behaviours and networks. 

employment increased in service sectors and 

decreased in manufacturing sectors as union 

membership declined. 

real wages stagnated for the working and middle 

class amid growing economic inequality. 

intense political and cultural debates continued 

over issues such as immigration policy, ethnic 

diversity, gender roles, and family structures. 

in the wake of attacks on the World Trade Center 

and the Pentagon, the U.S. launched military 

efforts against terrorism and lengthy, 

controversial conflicts in Afghanistan and Iraq. 

conflicts in the Middle East and concerns about 

climate change led to debates over U.S. 

dependence on fossil fuels and the impact of 

economic consumption on the environment. 

despite economic and foreign policy challenges, 

the U.S. continues as the world's leading 

superpower in the 21st century. 
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Code Evaluative Criteria 

M,A, T CB Rubric 

M,A, T Graded for accuracy 

Assessment Evidence 

PERFORMANCE TASK(S): 

the portion of the Unit test that is free response and includes one of the following: the Long Essay, 

Short Answer, or Document Based Essay. 

Note: This unit is truncated as the portion of the AP Exam that is beyond 1980 is only 5%. 

OTHER EVIDENCE: 

the portion of the Unit Test that is stimulated multiple choice questions. 
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Code 

M,A, T 

Pre-Assessment 

Pre-assessment will be in the form of a whole class discussion to engage students interests and to see what past knowledge they possess 
with regard to the current unit. This pre-assessment discussion will include an opportunity to discuss the impact the events learned in this 
unit will have on later events, always trying to draw student thinking forward to present day to understand the continuum of American 
and world history. 

Summary of Key Learning Events and Instruction Progress Monitoring 

Students will read Chapter 39-40 of the American Pageant guided reading questions I Graded for accuracy. 
in preparation for class discussion. 

Students will watch a variety of film clips that will include all of the presidents from 
this era. 

NOTE: The AP Exam is usually in early May which cuts into the learning time for this 
course. Reviewing for the exam should begin two to three weeks out and should 
include the use of practice exams made available by the College Board. 

Suggested assignments for the post exam time period: 

• Following the exam students are assigned a research paper to complete
during the remainder of the school year. A presentation may be part of this
assignment

• Depending on the number of days available following the exam, a Local
History Project (or similar assignment) may also be assigned if time allows.
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