CALIFON BOARD OF EDUCATION

PUBLIC HEARING AND REGULAR MEETING

SUGGESTED MOTIONS

March 27, 2006

CALIFON BOARD OF EDUCATION

 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
April 17, 2013 7:30 p.m.

I. CALL TO ORDER – OPENING STATEMENT


This meeting is called to order at _7:31_p.m. with the following opening statement read by President Turello:


“I would like to announce and have placed in the minutes that adequate notice of this meeting of the Califon Board of Education has been provided in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act. Proper notice of this Regular Meeting was provided in the  notice dated April 26, 2012. Said notice was posted at the office of the Califon School, mailed to the Hunterdon County Democrat, the Hunterdon Review and The Express Times.  A copy of this notice has also been posted on the public bulletin board in the Municipal Building and filed with the Borough Clerk.  The agenda of this meeting has been posted at the Califon School and on the district’s website.  

II. THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
All present participated in the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance.
III. ROLL CALL 


Members Present:
Mr. Jim Bell





Mr. Kim Schundler





Mr. Alfred Turello



Absent:

None



Also Present:

Dr. Debra Sheard, Interim Superintendent






Ms. Susan Schaffner, BA/BS

IV. PRESENTATION – DESTINATION  IMAGINATION -Electric Monkeys – Hailey Ader, Benji Beard, Jamie Gibson, Ben Hemberger, Lindsay Murin, Mark Squindo,  Emma Zande
      Califon’s first place Destination Imagination Team, the Electric Monkeys, explained the Destination Imagination program to the board and public.  They described their winning entry and the thrill of the victory.  They mentioned  their fundraising efforts.   They also presented a video of their achievements.  Ms. Weiss stated this is the first elementary team from Califon to win.  She said their will be at least 130 schools in the Global competition. Mrs. Murin said Califon teams did extremely well in the “instant” challenge part of the local competition. Ms. Weiss thanked the school and the PTA for their support.  Mr. Turello stated how proud the board, school and community was of this team.

V.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A. Motion to approve the following minutes by Mr. Schundler, seconded by Mr. Bell, and approved by unanimous voice vote:



March 18, 2013 Special Meeting Minutes
March 20, 2013 Regular meeting

March 20, 2013 Executive Session
March 25, 2013 Special Meeting
VI. WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 
1. Borough of Califon minutes 3/4/2013, 03/18/2013 

2. Email from Mr. Jason Beard

3. Email from Mrs. Cathy Smith

4. Letter from Ms. Laura Blake Peterson
5. Letter from Mr. Matthew Ramarge

6. Save the Date NJSBA Convention Oct 22-24, 2013

7. NJ.Com Article Rutgers Program – Dr. Sheard said she and the Rutgers team,  spoke with a reporter from NJ.com. She said they are receiving weekly calls from the Hunterdon Democrat to publicize the positive things at Califon School.
VII. INTERIM SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT

· School Security Assessment – Dr. Sheard said Chief Bailey from Washington Police as wellas Mr. Burd from the County Prosecutors office walked the school building and grounds.  She said their official report will be coming soon.  Dr. Sheard mentioned the Public Address system has been updated for security.  The system can now be heard outside the business.  Walkie-Talkies have also been purchased for security reasons.   She said law enforcement would like to do a “table top” simulation.  Where security drills would be simulated. 
· Expanding Literacy Bridges: Rutgers/Califon Connection – The last day will be this Friday.  
· Principal Search Update – The field has been narrowed to two finalists.  A candidate will be presented after a meeting on Monday, April 22nd. 
· NJ Ask – teacher training is tomorrow.  The School Performance Report (which replaces the School Report).  This analysis is based on progress targets.

VIII. PUBLIC COMMENT (resolutions only; time limits: 20 min. total; 3 min. /person)
At this time, comment is invited on any matter relating to the resolutions on tonight’s agenda.  

Anyone wishing to speak before the board concerning these resolutions may do so during this public commentary portion of the agenda.  The presenter shall give his/her name and address and make the presentation as brief as possible.  Unless an extension of time is given, each speaker shall be limited to 3 minutes.  

Speakers may offer suggestions or express their concerns. However, in public session, the board will not discuss concerns about individual students or staff members. Other, more appropriate, channels are available for expressing concerns about individual students or staff members.  

The Board President may terminate the remarks of any individual, when they do not adhere to the rules established above.

Mrs. Peterson expressed concern about the school dances.  She asked about controls when there are mixers with other schools.  She said she wants a safe environment for students to have a good time.
Mrs. Smith asked if the board has the option to decline candidates that had applied.  Mr. Turello said the board could chose not to appoint.
IX. *BOARD SECRETARY/TREASURER’S REPORT 

After review of the Secretary’s and Treasurer’s reports for the month of  February 2013 based upon consultation with the Board Secretary, the Board of Education of the Borough of Califon has ascertained, to the best of our knowledge and ability, with the information provided, that no major account has been over-expended, that no line item account has encumbrances and expenditures, which in total exceed the line item appropriation and that sufficient funds are available to meet the district’s financial obligations for the remainder of the fiscal year, and hereby certifies the district’s financial plan as approved is being followed as revealed in the financial reports.  
X. COMMITTEE REPORTS

CONSENT AGENDA
   Matters listed within the consent agenda designated by *( including Board Secretary and Treasurer Report) has been referred to members of the Board of Education and/or its standing committees, for reading and study and will be enacted with one motion. The Personnel items on the consent agenda are recommended by the Interim Superintendent. If separate discussion is desired, the item may be removed from the consent agenda by Board action.
Mr. Schundler said the Finance Committee would meet on April 25th.  He reviewed the cost per pupil of Califon to their neighboring districts.  He said the 2012-13 Califon was lowest.  Next year Califon was competitive with neighboring districts.  As well as low compared to other neighboring small districts.
A. Finance/Facilities/Transportation

A motion was made to approve the following by Mr. Schundler and seconded by Mr. Bell.  The motion carried on a unanimous roll call vote.
*1.
March/April  Bills List

            Motion to approve the payment of invoices from check 

            number 20300 to check number 20257and payroll checks 0328 and 0415, non check N0123  in the amount of  $212,486.37

*2.
Requisition for Taxes



RESOLVED: that the amount of district taxes needed to meet the obligations of the Board for the 2013-2014 school year is $2,017,876. and that the Borough of Califon is hereby requested to place in the hands of the Custodian of School Moneys that amount in accordance with the statutes relating thereto.

	DATE REQUESTED
	AMOUNT



	July 1, 2013
	$   336,313

	September 1, 2013
	$   336,313

	November 1, 2013
	$   336,313

	
	

	January 1, 2014
	$   336,313

	March 1, 2014
	$   336,312

	May 1, 2014
	$   336,312

	Local Tax Levy 2013-2014
	$2,017,876



	August 1, 2013
	$    63,283

	January 1, 2014
	$    63,283.

	Debt Service Levy 2013-2014
	$  126,566


Budget Transfers 

*3.
Motion to approve the attached list of budget and 10% transfers from the period of 02/01/13 to 3/30/13 in the amount of $46,523.57


B. Curriculum/ Instruction and Technology
A motion was made by Mr. Bell and seconded by Mr. Schundler to approve the following items.  The motion carried on a unanimous roll call vote.

Health Report

*1.
Motion to approve the attached health report for March 2013.

Field Trips
*2.
Motion to approve the following field trip requests:

Destination Imagination 4-5th grade team
University of Tenn
5/21-26/2013
$835.00

High Note Festival
Jazz Band

Dorney Park

6/7/13

$1,193.00 SA Acct
Mr. Turello asked about the funding for the High Note trip.  Ms. Schaffner said it was money from the Student Activity Account.  Ms. Fogg explained it was money obtained from previous years fundraising.  



Schools in Sites Renewal

*3.
Motion to approve the renewal of the Schools in Sites webpage host at a cost of $1,800.00 for the 2013-2014 year.

NOOK in-school Demo/loan Program
*4.
Motion to authorize participation in a 30-day loan program to public schools sponsored by Barnes and Noble.  Califon Public School will receive (6) Nooks that will be used in the Library/Media Center, May 20, 2013 through June 20, 2013. A representative from Barnes and Noble (Bridgewater location) will provide a one-day, onsite technical assistance and professional development for Mrs. Donnelly and Mr. Zimmerman. The cost to the school is $23.00 for shipping and handling. 
Dr. Sheard said this would be a trial program for 30 days that may possibly used to purchase textbooks online textbooks in the future.  She said if the Board decided to order them in the fall the cost would be $79.00 per Nook.  She said the school would have to decide if they would be taken home.   Mrs. Peterson asked how the electronic books would be loaded.  Dr. Sheard said it was done by keycode.  She said her company may be interested in supporting an initiative. Mr. Turello asked how they will be used.  Dr. Sheard said they would be used in the library.  Mr. Zimmerman and Mrs. Donnelly would be trained by Barnes and Noble.  All grades will be exposed during that 30 day trial.

Legislation and Policy
· Policy book update  - no report at this time
D.
Board Ad Hoc Committees

Long Range Planning – no report at this time 
E.
Personnel
A motion was made by Mr. Schundler and seconded by Mr. Bell to approve the following items.  The motion carried on a unanimous roll call vote.
· Lebanon Township Child Study Team – Shared Service

Dr. Sheard said a proposal had been received concerning shared service of the Child Study Team.


Development/Travel

*1.
Motion to approve the following staff development/travel:

D. Sheard
Special Education Panel Discussion 
4/30/13
$00.00




Flemington, NJ

F.
Communications
Mr. Bell said the website is updated daily.  He commended Mr. Zimmerman and Mrs. Donnelly for their efforts.
He also said Voorhees Student Kevin Smith, has been doing an excellent job tutoring students.

Mr. Turello thanked Mrs. Smith for her work with alumni achievement.

Dr. Sheard also mentioned that her book club will meet tomorrow at 7:00 p.m.
XI.
OLD BUSINESS
Dr. Sheard and Mr. Turello reviewed the committee interviews of the Principal candidates.  Dr. Sheard said a packet would be handed out on Monday night with information on the candidates.  Mr. Turello asked the board members send a list of questions to Dr. Sheard to compile a list of questions. 
Mr. Bell asked about the timeframe.  Mr. Turello reviewed the anticipated time frame.  Mr. Turello said he anticipated the candidate would start on July 1, 2013. 
XII.
NEW BUSINESS


XIII.
PUBLIC COMMENT (all school-related topics; time limits: 30 min. total; 3 min. /person)
At this time, comment is invited on any matter relating to the school district.  

Anyone wishing to speak before the board may do so during the public commentary portion of the agenda.  The presenter shall give his/her name and address and make the presentation as brief as possible.  Unless an extension of time is given, each speaker shall be limited to 3 minutes.  

Speakers may offer suggestions or express their concerns. However, in public session, the board will not discuss concerns about individual students or staff members. Other, more appropriate, channels are available for expressing concerns about individual students or staff members.  

The Board President may terminate the remarks of any individual, when they do not adhere to the rules established above.

.

Mr. Beard asked about the Child Study Team shared service contract.  Mr. Turellosaid the Board was exploring options both for cost and services of the child Study Team.  Mr. Turello said an updated proposal had been sent.  Mr. Turello said the current infrastructure was in the 2013-14 budget.  Dr. Sheard said a case manager would be assigned to Califon.  The team would come to the school to meet with the parents. 

Mr. Beard said an analysis should be taken to decide which investment would be the best.  Dr. Sheard said the Nook trial is to give students and faculty an option for discussion.   Mr. Bell asked if this would fit the PAARC requirements.  Dr. Sheard said no the Nooks did not meet the requirements.

Mr. Beard asked about the interim list.  Mr. Turello said there is a state wide list.  He also said the Board may advertise.  

Mr. Beard said their has been some frustration in getting articles submitted to the newspaper.  He said we need to make our process streamlined for submittals.  Dr. Sheard said Califon has recently received a great deal of positive press. 

Mrs. Smith asked about the Child Study Team and how the part-time Superintendent would fit into the shared equation. 

Mr. Beard said the Child Study Team is facilitated by the correct staff in place. Dr. Sheard said a feasibility study was done in North Hunterdon which recommended a team to be shared by all the North sending districts. Mr. Turello and Dr. Sheard said a main goal in the selection will be meeting the needs of the students.
Mrs. Smith said many Child Study Teams are overwhelmed by caseload.  

XIV.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
A motion was made by Mr. Schundler, seconded by Mr. Bell, and carried on a unanimous voice vote to approve the following resolution:

WHEREAS, Section 6 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975 (R.S. 10:4-13), permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting or portion of a meeting of this public body in certain circumstances and 

WHEREAS, the Board must consider (see check below), which is/are exempt from public discussion pursuant to the Act;
____ 1.  Matter which by express provision of law is rendered confidential

____ 2.  Release of information which would impair receipt of federal funds

____ 3.  Individual Privacy/ Student Matters
__x_ 4.  Collective Bargaining/Negotiations

____ 5.  Real estate matters

____ 6.  Disclosure could impair public safety

____ 7.  Pending/Anticipated Litigation

__x_ 8.  Terms and conditions of employment

____ 9.  Deliberations involving imposition of specific civil penalty.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Education adjourn to executive session at _8:39_p.m. to discuss the above-mentioned matters to the exclusion of all others.  Matters discussed may or may not be made public this evening.  Resulting action may or may not be taken following re-entry into regular session

XV.
RECONVENE
The Board reconvened into regular session at 9:28 p.m.

Board Appointments


A Motion to appoint Mrs. Peterson and Mr. Ramarge to the Califon Board of Education through December 31, 2013 was made by Mr. Bell and seconded by Mr. Schundler.  Motion carried unanimously on a roll call vote.
XVI.
OATH OF OFFICE
Ms. Schaffner, Board Secretary, administered the Oath of Office to Ms. 

Peterson and Mr. Ramarge at 9:30 pm   
XVII.
ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before the Board, it was moved by Mr. Schundler and seconded by Mr. Bell to adjourn at 9:40PM.

Respectfully Submitted,

Susan Schaffner, Board Secretary
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