
English 2 (2nd period) 

April 20 –April 24, 2020 

Ms. Hannah 

Due: April 24th, 2020 
  



Students need to: 

 Read “The myth of Daedalus” and write a 2-3 sentence paragraph where you identify 
and analyze foreshadowing that is taking place in this short story. In your paragraph 
identify any foreshadowing that took place in section 3 of our reading. 

 Read section 4. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Name:  Class: The 

Myth of Daedalus and Icarus 

By Ovid 8 A.D. 

Ovid (43 BCE – 17/18 CE), or Publius Ovidius Naso, was a Roman poet best known for the Metamorphoses, which now 

remains an important source of classical mythology. In this excerpt, Daedalus, a skilled craftsman and inventor, has been 

trapped on Crete to prevent his knowledge of the Labyrinth from spreading to the public. Because the king controls all sea 

vessels, Daedalus and his son, Icarus, attempt to escape by way of flight. As you read, take notes on the tragic events that 

occur and what this myth might have been used to teach ancient people, especially adolescents. 

From Metamorphoses, Book VIII: 

[1] Meanwhile Daedalus, hating Crete, and his long 

exile,1 and filled with a desire to stand on his 

native soil, was imprisoned by the waves. ‘He may 

thwart our escape by land or sea’ he said ‘but the sky 

is surely open to us: we will go that way: Minos2 

rules everything but he does not rule the 

heavens.’ So saying he applied his thought to new 

invention and altered the natural order of things. 

He laid down lines of feathers, beginning with the 

smallest, following the shorter with longer ones, 

so that you might think they had grown like that, 

"Landscape with the Fall of Icarus" by Pieter Bruegel is in the 

public domain. 

on a slant. In that way, long ago, the rustic pan-pipes3 were graduated, with lengthening reeds. Then he 

fastened them together with thread at the middle, and beeswax at the base, and, when he had arranged them, 

he flexed each one into a gentle curve, so that they imitated real bird’s wings. His son, Icarus, stood next to 

him, and, not realising that he was handling things that would endanger him, caught laughingly at the down4 

that blew in the passing breeze, and softened the yellow beeswax with his thumb, and, in his play, hindered5 

his father’s marvellous work. 

When he had put the last touches to what he had begun, the artificer6 balanced his own body between the two 

wings and hovered in the moving air. He instructed the boy as well, saying ‘Let me warn you, Icarus, to take the 

middle way, in case the moisture weighs down your wings, if you fly too low, or if you go too high, the sun 

scorches them. Travel between the extremes. And I order you not to aim towards Bootes, the Herdsman, or 

                                                           
1 1.Exile (noun): the state of forced absence from one’s home or native country 
2 2.King Minos of Crete 
3 3.a type of musical instrument made up of connected tubes of different lengths; also known as the pan-flute 
4 4.soft fine fluffy feathers, typically referring to birds' feathers 
5 5.Hinder (verb): to make slow or difficult 
6 6.a skilled or artistic craftsman 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Landscape_with_the_Fall_of_Icarus#/media/File:Pieter_Bruegel_de_Oude_-_De_val_van_Icarus.jpg


Helice, the Great Bear, or towards the drawn sword of Orion:7 take the course I show you!’ At the same time as 

he laid down the rules of flight, he fitted the newly created wings on the boy’s shoulders. While he worked and 

issued his warnings the ageing man’s cheeks were wet with tears: the father’s hands trembled. 

He gave a never to be repeated kiss to his son, and lifting upwards on his wings, flew ahead, anxious7for his 

companion, like a bird, leading her fledglings out of a nest above, into the empty air. He urged the boy to 

follow, and showed him the dangerous art of flying, moving his own wings, and then looking back at his son. 

Some angler8 catching fish with a quivering rod, or a shepherd leaning on his crook, or a ploughman resting on 

the handles of his plough, saw them, perhaps, and stood there amazed, believing them to be gods able to 

travel the sky. 

And now Samos, sacred to Juno,9 lay ahead to the left (Delos and Paros were behind them), Lebinthos, and 

Calymne,10 rich in honey, to the right, when the boy began to delight in his daring flight, and abandoning his 

guide, drawn by desire for the heavens, soared higher. His nearness to the devouring sun softened the fragrant 

wax that held the wings: and the wax melted: he flailed with bare arms, but losing his oar-like wings, could not 

ride the air. Even as his mouth was crying his father’s name, it vanished into the dark blue sea, the Icarian Sea, 

called after him. The unhappy father, now no longer a father, shouted ‘Icarus, Icarus where are you? Which 

way should I be looking, to see you?’ ‘Icarus’ he called again. Then he caught sight of the feathers on the 

waves, and cursed his inventions. He laid the body to rest, in a tomb, and the island was named Icaria after his 

buried child. 

The Myth of Daedalus and Icarus by Ovid is in the public domain.  

                                                           
7 7.names of star constellations 
8 8. fisherman 

9 . Juno is a Roman goddess and wife of Jupiter (or Zeus as he is known in Greek mythology). In Greek mythology, she is also known as Hera. 
10 0.Samos, Delos, Paros, Lebinthos, and Calymne are islands near Greece. 



Text-Dependent Questions 

Directions: For the following questions, choose the best answer or respond in complete sentences. 

1. PART A: As it is used in paragraph 1, the word “thwart” most closely means: 

A. Encourage 

B. Instruct 

C. Prevent 

D. Destroy 

2. PART B: Which phrase provides the best clue to the meaning of the word “thwart”? A. “filled with 

a desire” 

B. "imprisoned by the waves” 

C. "we will go that way” 

D. "does not rule the heavens” 

3. What is the author’s likely purpose for including the detail of Daedalus crying in paragraph 2? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Explain how Ovid foreshadows the fall of Icarus throughout the story. Cite evidence from the text in 

your response. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
5. Which of the following best states one of the themes of the story? A. Heed your elders, not your 

pride. 

B. Beware the lure of power. 

C. Youth and foolishness go hand in hand. 

D. Those who attempt to escape imprisonment should fear the consequences.  



Discussion Questions 

Directions: Brainstorm your answers to the following questions in the space provided. Be prepared to share 

your original ideas in a class discussion. 

1. Why is this tale considered a tragedy? Cite evidence from this text, your own experience, and other 

literature, art, or history in your answer. 

2. Is “The Myth of Daedalus and Icarus” a tragedy of Icarus, or of Daedalus? Consider what each 

character loses in this story as you form your answer. Cite evidence from this text, your own 

experience, and other literature, art, or history in your answer. 

3. What can we learn from tragedy? Cite evidence from this text, your own experience, and other 

literature, art, or history in your answer. 

 


