
March 26, 2020 

Dear Students, Parents, and or Guardians. 

Below is the CISD 3/26/2020 Board meeting summary. Please know that this is not a copy of the official Board 
minutes. Those will not be approved until April. I am sending this prior to official adoption so that you have a 
basic understanding of where we are headed. Please let us know if you have questions.  

2 quick things: 

1. We are now out until April 14th – but that could be extended again next Thursday. 
2. We want you to know that lunches are available. Please let us know if your child has any need for food 

during this time. Even if your need is because you are at work, and you cannot cook for your kid, it is 
our pleasure to serve you.     

Board meeting summary: 

Action Item # 1 - Discuss and or approve class rank procedures for the 2019-2020 school year.  

• The CISD Board decided that we would pass a resolution to waive the EIC local policy for the 2019-

2020 school year. Seniors (graduates of 2019-2020) will be ranked for their grades through the 4th 

six weeks (whereas the current policy says that they will be ranked through the 5th six-weeks). We 

will make the resolution available on the school website in the near future and detail the exact 

portion(s) of EIC Local that will be modified (specifically, moving from the 5th six-weeks to the 4th 

six weeks). 

Action Item # 2 - Discuss and or approve class rank procedures for the 21, 22, and 23 school years.  

• This item was tabled because we have time to evaluate the situation. However, please know that we 
will put a system in place that does not put a burden on our students due to the extreme shift they 
were asked to make in a relatively short period of time. The procedures we will put in place will allow 
our students to fair well against other students across the state as well. Please do not stress about this 
agenda item. We will certainly revisit the item when we come back to school.  

Action Item # 3 - Discuss and or approve CISD grading procedures for the duration of school closure related to 
COVID19.  

• The Board gave guidance to the administration to be lenient in our grades. Meaning, we have an 
expectation that our students will continue to work and turn in proof of their work. We expect our 
teachers to look at the effort and to provide feedback based on an individual basis. Our expectations 
are for our students to continue to grow during this time. We realize that will be a difficult task, but we 
need to give it our best. Lastly, the Board did not give a numeric figure that we must go with, but 
the kids that attempt to show effort will be rewarded. (Likely a 100 for effort, but we will continue to 
look at whether to grade at a 100 or a Pass / blank). Either way, teachers will continue to provide 
instruction regardless of the assigned grade.  
  

Action Item # 4 – Discuss and or approve the optimal amount of time students should spend each week 

working on assignments while they are at home during school closure related to COVID 19.  



• The Board felt that this would vary by grade level. However, the consensus was that we would 

expect around 2 hours max for core subjects.  Electives would be more of a student / parent choice. 

We have heard that many students are doing around 2 hours of work (or less) on core classes, and 

getting it done, but really are enjoying spending additional times on electives (and in some cases 

core as well).   

Action Item # 5 - Discuss and or approve purchasing laptops for both secondary and elementary students. 

 

• The Board is highly interested in each of our students having a laptop or other device (depending 

on the grade level). They gave guidance on the information they want so that they can make 

the most informed decision. At the April Board meeting, this will be discussed in depth. I expect to 

have devices in hand soon (whether this year or next). It is certainly time for our kids to have that 

all of the tools necessary to succeed in this ever changing world. 

Action Item # 6 - Discuss and or approve whether or not Cushing ISD students will return to school on 

April 6, 2020.  

• The Board decided to delay school until April 14. Next week, on Thursday, we will review the 

situation again (as we said we would each Thursday until this is over). We want to make decisions 

two weeks out so that you have time to make the plans for your family.     

Conclusion 

It is now 9:45 PM. I am sorry for not getting this on letterhead and there may be a typo or two. Please 

forgive those shortcomings. I felt you should hear these things as fast as possible and I also have a few 

other things to do prior to leaving the school.  

I hope you have a great night.  

I hope you enjoy your kids during this time. It is a difficult time, but I envy those of you that are getting to 

spend a bit of time with your kids. This opportunity may never present itself again. Enjoy it! 

Thanks for all of the support and let us know if we can help you in any way. 

 

Sincerely,  

MSD 


