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1) Name the Mexican peninsula across which Hurricane Dean recent-ly swept, seemingly
without fatalities, before striking the country a 2nd time after crossing the Gulf of Mexico. 
Answer: Yucatan (Dean had earlier killed 20 in Caribbean).

2) Name the 2 languages in which Mexico issued warnings of Hurri-cane Dean, one of which
is the language of its native Indians.
Answer: Spanish and Mayan.

3) A recent record heat wave with temperatures reaching 105° has claimed at least 13 lives in
which country once known as Nippon?
Answer: Japan (Tokyo's normal average high for August is 87.4°).

4) In which country, settled by the Inca in the 1200s and conquered by Spanish explorer
Pizarro in the 1520s, did a recent 8.0 earth-quake kill 500 and leave thousands homeless
south of Lima?
Answer: Peru (70% of the town of Pisco 125 miles from Lima was destroyed).

The Middle School Weekly is published in 34 4-page issues from August 29 to May 1 - except
for two winter issues plus the summer bonus issue for a total of 35 issues.
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5) Name the country in whose Peloponnesian peninsula, connected to the mainland by the
isthmus of Corinth, 63 people have recently been killed by raging forest fires.
Answer: Greece (peninsula was site of Peloponnesian War, fought between Sparta and Athens).
6) In which country, whose black, orange, and green flag was recently held high to mark 88
years of independence from British rule, did the U.S. just carry out an offensive in Tora Bora
against al-Qaeda and Taliban fighters?
Answer: Afghanistan (Osama Bin Ladin was last sighted in 2001 in Tora Bora area).
7) Name the nation whose leader because of heavy flooding just postponed from August
until October a 2nd summit in over 50 years with South Korea's leader in Pyongyang.
Answer: North Korea (Pyongyang is its capital; flooding has left 300,000 of its people homeless).
8) In addition to use of lead paint, what was the other problem factor for Mattel's recent
recall of 18.6 million toys made in China?
Answer: (Tiny) magnets (2 swallowed magnets can attract, destroying body organs in process).
9) As it builds a new subway line, which capital city is using an elaborate system of mirrors
to monitor the slightest move in historic structures since they were built on wooden poles set
in soggy ground, accounting for its being named after a dam dating to the 1200s?
Answer: Amsterdam (over 100 canals help drain the city since it lies below sea level).
10) Name the oil-rich country where clocks are to be moved ahead by 1/2 hour if President
Chavez carries through with his announced plan to improve output by more sunlight.
Answer: Venezuela (Myanmar, Afghanistan, Iran, India, and Newfoundland are on 1/2 hour system). 
11) Name the "Bee Hive State" where a search for 6 coal miners trapped by a cave-in was
restarted after 6 failed efforts and the deaths of 3 rescuers in a 2nd cave-in.
Answer: Utah (7th hole was dug and a robotic camera was to be sent down one of the earlier holes).
12) What name is given to the surface coal mining for which Pres. Bush seeks to loosen
regulations requiring operators to prove it will not endanger streams, fish, and wildlife?
Answer: Strip mining.
13) With the announcement of her engagement to be married, Jenna Bush, one of President
Bush's twin daughters, will possibly become the first to be married at the White House since
the daughter of which President in 1966?
Answer: Lyndon Johnson (daughter Luci Baines Johnson married there in 1966).
14) Republican presidential-hopeful John McCain just turned 71, making him older than the
U.S.'s oldest person elected president. Name this President, who took office in 1981.
Answer: Ronald Reagan (69 at election, a month shy of 70 when he took office).
15) Identify Ethiopia's 3.2 million-year-old fossilized skeleton of the earliest known hominid
whose U.S. tour scientist Richard Leakey is opposing because of risk of damage. Its name is
a homophone for the word used in the term ____-goosey, meaning "relaxed."
Answer: Lucy (named from a Beatles song; loosey-goosey is from "loose as a goose").
16) What word designates a scientist who like Richard Leakey specializes in study of
fossilized remains such as Ethiopia's famous fossilized skeleton of an early human?
Answer: Paleontology (both Leakey and the Smithsonian say Lucy skeleton is likely to be damaged).

HISTORICAL EVENTS - September 3-9 (Questions 17-24)
17) Name the state that on September 3, 1957, began a once-a-year tradition of allowing
pedestrians to cross its 5-mile-long suspension bridge connecting its 2 peninsulas.
Answer: Michigan (Mackinac Bridge, one of world's longest suspension bridges, links the peninsulas).
18) Name the slave who fled from Maryland with borrowed papers on September 3, 1838,
and in the North became a famous abolitionist orator and newspaperman.
Answer: Frederick Douglass (first named Frederick Augustus Washington Bailey).
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19) Identify the city whose name by which it is now known was restored to it by Russian
legislators on September 6, 1991, after having been called Leningrad for 67 years.
Answer: St. Petersburg.
20) Name the sea bordering Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania, the 3 states whose independence
was recognized by the Soviet government on September 6, 1991.
Answer: Baltic Sea.
21) In which New York city was President William McKinley fatally shot on September 6,
1901? It's named for an animal of the plains.
Answer: Buffalo (the city probably took its name from Buffalo Creek).
22) Identify the search engine founded on September 7, 1998, that within a year had so many
hits that its name has come to be used as a verb meaning "to search the Internet."
Answer: Google.com.
23) Which President pardoned President Richard Nixon on September 8, 1974, for any
offenses he might have committed against the United States?
Answer: Gerald Ford.
24) Name the Greek plain where on September 9, 490 B.C., the Athenian army defeated a 
numerically superior Persian army, after which Pheidippides ran the approximate 26 miles to
Athens to deliver news of the victory, giving us the word for such a race.
Answer: (Plain of) Marathon.
25) What is the value of x if = ?
Answer: 13.
26) What point on the number line is 1 unit closer to 10 than to 20?

Answer: 14.5.
27) Four of what unit of measure comprises a bushel?

Answer: Peck.
28) The arithmetic mean of 4 and 16 is how much greater than the positive geometric mean
of 4 and 16?

Answer: 2.
29) What word is used to designate flowers that, like 37 of the 51 varieties of sunflowers, 
return to grow and bloom year after year?
Answer: Perennial (annuals have a life cycle of only one growing season).
30) What word beginning with C designates the leafy top of a rain forest such as the one
recently found fossilized in Illinois and believed to have towered more than 120 feet?
Answer: Canopy (fossilized one is believed to have been buried by an earthquake 300 million years ago).
31) What name is used to designate a variety of plant or animal created by crossbreeding
other varieties or species, as with the new cross-bred yattle, combining cattle and yak?
Answer: Hybrid (2 Virginia farmers are hoping yattle will be low-fat alternative to beef).
32) What is guano, which experts consider a factor in the recent collapse of the Minnesota
interstate bridge in that its ammonia and acids work to corrode the steel, and pigeons are
abundant there?
Answer: (Pigeon) dung, or excrement (guano from seabirds, bats is collected for use as fertilizer).
33) Name the famous literary and recent film character classed as an arachnid orb weaver
though as a title character her friendship with Wilbur is more important.
Answer: Charlotte (of E.B. White's Charlotte's Web; a spider's spinnerets spin thread for webs).
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34) Complete the term _____ effect borrowed from a game to designate a chain of events,
each resulting from the fall of something else nearby, as in the case of collapse of a bridge or
of nations falling to Communism.
Answer: Domino effect.

35) Identify the toy first marketed as Pluto Platter that in June had its 50th birthday, having
been renamed for a pie company because of its likeness to pie tins students tossed about
Answer: Frisbee (so dubbed by students, and trademarked by Wham-O for its Pluto Platter).

36) Name the building that will be surpassed as the tallest in the U.S. by the recently
approved 150-story, 2,000-foot Chicago Spire to be completed by 2010.
Answer: Sears Tower (1,450 feet; Spire, with 1,200 condos, will be world's tallest residential building).

37) What name of French origin is given to earthwork dams like the 5 in East St. Louis,
Illinois, that just failed safety tests of the Federal Emergency Management Agency?
Answer: Levees (site will now appear as unprotected flood plain on flood maps). 

38) Complete the term _____ diamond used to designate smuggled diamonds like those
recently seized in Alaska and believed to have been mined in war zones in Africa to finance
conflicts there, as was done in Sierra Leone in the late 1990s.
Answer: Blood (diamonds; 2007 film Blood Diamond focuses on such smuggling). 

39) Name the state whose Little League baseball team from Warner Robins defeated Tokyo
3-2 in the World Series in Pennsylvania, for the U.S.'s 3rd consecutive championship.
Answer: Georgia (Columbus, GA, team won World Series in 2006; Hawaii team, in 2005).

40) Identify the award recently presented to an 88-year-old Florida man who had actually
completed the Boy Scout requirements for this highest honor, or rank, before WWII.
Answer: Eagle Scout (he'd not gotten it at the time because he left to serve in WWII).
__________________________________________________________________________

SOUND IT AGAIN: TWO-WORD ALLITERATIONS
Peter Piper . . . . . . . Person who "picked a peck of pickled peppers" in a well-known 
tongue twister
Alcoholics Anonymous . International organization founded in 1935 to help those with a 
drinking problem
Amber Alert . . . . . . Name given to a media alert for a missing child
Bed bug . . . . . . . . . Blood-sucking insect that infests mattresses and causes itchy bites
Cattle call . . . . . . . . Informal idiom beginning with C designating an audition with lots of 
people trying out, as in those for TV's American Idol
Corpus Christi . . . . Texas city whose name literally means "Body of Christ"
Dog days . . . . . . . . Idiom beginning with D for the hot, sultry days of late summer
Drunk Driving . . . . What the D's stand for in the name of the organization known by the 
acronym MADD
King Kong . . . . . . Fictional giant ape who climbs the Empire State Building and is shot 
and killed by aircraft in a 1933 film remade in 1976 and in 2005
Mickey Mouse . . . . Animated character introduced as the star of the first sound cartoon, 
Steamboat Willie, created by Walt Disney in 1928
Pablo Picasso . . . . . Spanish artist known for his geometric style called Cubism
Seattle Seahawks . . Washington state's NFL team, named for a kind of bird 
Tall tale . . . . . . . . . An exaggerated story, like those about legendary hero Paul Bunyan
Tiny Tim . . . . . . . . Crippled boy who says, "God bless us, every one!" in Charles 
Dickens's A Christmas Carol
Tommy Tucker . . . Nursery rhyme character who "sings for his supper"
Woodrow Wilson* . Of the 4 Presidents with alliterative names, the one who was 
President during WWI and promoted the League of Nations
*Others are Calvin Coolidge, Herbert Hoover, and Ronald Reagan.
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