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SPORTS

LONG POND, Pa. – Kyle Busch had a
Joe Gibbs Racing team member slide
in his Toyota through the window and
he tried to fi�gure out how to mend a
fried stick shifter welded in fourth
gear.

It’s rare a NASCAR driver has a pas-
senger in the car, so Busch made small
talk on the pit stop with car chief Nate
Bellows.

“Wait,” Busch said, “you don’t want
to go with me?”

The Toyota never really did get
fi�xed. 

There were 115 miles to the Pocono
fi�nish, Busch had a fried clutch, only
one gear and had to rush his car chief
out of the car. But he had a full tank of
gas, so he hit it.

Busch came through in the clutch –
even when he raced without one – and
busted Hendrick Motorsports’ win-
ning streak and denied the organiza-
tion a shot at NASCAR history when
he raced to his second victory of the
season Sunday.

“Put as much as gas in it as we can,
pack that thing full, we’re going to run
it out the rest of the day,” Busch said.

Busch stretched his fuel in his bro-

ken Toyota and outlasted late leaders
William Byron and JGR teammate
Denny Hamlin as they saw their shot
at the checkered fl�ag disappear over
the fi�nal few laps when they ran out of
gas.

“Sometimes these races aren’t al-
ways won by the fastest car,” Busch
said.

Sometimes they’re won by a car
that could use a push to victory lane.

“We’re going down the front
straightaway and I’m like, damn, `I
wish I could clutch it,’” Busch said. “I
didn’t have one. I probably could have
done a better job saving fuel but I was
just lifting off� the gas instead of being
able to clutch it.”

Busch was on the brink of snapping
Hendrick’s winning streak with a run-
ner-up fi�nish to Alex Bowman in Sat-
urday’s Pocono twinbill opener. He
couldn’t get the help he needed Satur-
day with the right push. But he got the
critical pit road assist Sunday and
then drove the fi�nal 46 laps on the 2
1/2-mile oval knowing another stop in
the pits would end his race.

“It took some brute force to hold
that thing back, to hold it in,” Busch
said.

Busch ends Hendrick’s win streak
Dan Gelston 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

See BUSCH, Page 2B

WIMBLEDON, England – Shortly af-
ter 1:30 p.m. on Monday, two years minus
two weeks from the last time a meaning-
ful match was played at Wimbledon, a
voice blared over the loudspeakers:
“Good afternoon and welcome to Centre
Court.”

Then came an announcement wel-
coming “special guests in the Royal Box,”
including a woman who developed one
of the COVID-19 vaccines, prompting the
fi�rst of the day’s several standing ova-
tions from spectators. And, eventually,
came the words, “We’ve waited awhile
for this,” before the introduction of No-
vak Djokovic and the opponent he would
go on to beat 4-6, 6-1, 6-2, 6-2 with the
help of 25 aces, Jack Draper, a 19-year-
old wild-card entry from England ranked
253rd.

It was, in some respects, as if Wimble-
don had never left, as if the All England
Club hadn’t decided to cancel the oldest
Grand Slam tournament for the fi�rst time
since World War II a year ago because of
the pandemic. 

There was raucous cheering from the
stands – even before two-time champion
Andy Murray played, and won, his fi�rst
singles match at the place in four years.

There was rain – so much rain that
play on courts without a roof was de-
layed more than 41/2 hours, 11 matches
were suspended in progress because of
darkness and more than 20 others were
postponed until Tuesday. 

And there was tennis – and reminders
of how sports are unpredictable and can
bring such joy and disappointment. A pair
of Americans picked up the most news-
worthy victories: Frances Tiafoe eliminat-
ed French Open runner-up and No. 3 seed
Stefanos Tsitsipas 6-4, 6-4, 6-3, while 2017
U.S. Open champion Sloane Stephens
beat two-time Wimbledon winner and No.
10 seed Petra Kvitova 6-3, 6-4.

Tiafoe had been 0-11 against oppo-
nents ranked in the Top 5.

“That guy is special. He’s going to do a
lot of great things, win a ton of Grand
Slams,” Tiafoe said about Tsitsipas, then
broke into a wide smile and added: “But
not today.”

Murray, whose title at 2013 made him
the fi�rst British man to win Wimbledon
in 77 years, has been working his way
back after a pair of hip operations and he
tested the locals’ patience during a top-
sy-turvy 6-4, 6-3, 5-7, 6-3 win over No. 24
seed Nikoloz Basilashvili at Centre
Court.

Djokovic, Stephens win openers
Chris Lehourites
ASSOCIATED PRESS

See OPENERS, Page 3B

and received all the off�ense he needed
on consecutive two-run doubles in the
third inning by third baseman Hunter
Atkins and catcher Brooks Brannon.

“I’m mumbling for words right now,”
White said. “It’s just surreal...”

That was the view from behind the
plate, too.

“I’ve seen it on TV all the time when
the great pitchers throw no-hitters,”
Brannon said. “I never thought I’d be be-
hind the plate to catch one. But to have
that happen with him is amazing. I’ve
never experienced anything like that.

“He works every day, super, super
hard. And to see that happen puts a
smile on my face, I’m telling you.”

There were plenty of smiles all over
the place.

“That’s very special,” said Randleman
coach Jake Smith. “He’s been Mr. Clutch
all year with his outings. We kind of saved
him for this moment. He competed.”

BURLINGTON — Ryan White had a
dream.

The Randleman ace left-hander
dreamed the night before that he would
throw a no-hitter on Saturday in the 2-A
state championship series.

Sometimes dreams come true.
White, pitching the game of his life on

the biggest stage possible in high school
baseball, did indeed throw a no-hitter as
the Tigers beat Rutherfordton-Spindale
Central 4-0 in the third and deciding
game of the 2-A state championship se-
ries at Burlington Athletic Stadium.

“The funny thing is I actually had a
dream last night that I was going to
throw a no-hitter,” White said.

Seriously?
“Yes, sir,” White said. “I did.”
And then it happened for real.
White struck out 11, walked only two,

Randleman’s Bryson Sweatt dives on top of the pile as the Tigers celebrate their 2-A state championship. PHOTOS BY MIKE DUPREZ/COURIER-TRIBUNE

DREAM COMES TRUE
White’s no-hitter lifts Randleman to 2-A state championship

Randleman's
Ryan White
pitches in
Game 3 of the
2-A state
championship
series. White
threw a
no-hitter as
the Tigers
claimed the
state
championship. 

Mike Duprez
Asheboro Courier-Tribune

USA TODAY NETWORK

See DREAM, Page 2B
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W E S T S H O R E H O M E

BEST FINANCING OFFER OF THE YEAR

50% OFF INSTALL
ON ALL SHOWERS & BATHS

5 YEARS!
ZERO INTEREST

PROVIDING A SAFE & CONVENIENT EXPERIENCE
WE ARE FOLLOWING ALL CDC GUIDELINES

We can design your shower or bath in an
online contactless design consultation.

ONLINE CONSULTATIONS AVAILABLE

West Shore Home makes it

easy, but only because we have

experts. Our installers are em-

ployees, never sub-contractors,

so they’re going to make sure

the project gets done right. The

most important thing though is

that we make it easy for the

customer. We can install your

beautiful new bath in one day,

and you can be using it the next

– no disruption to your life.

Hassle Free Process: Through your FREE
home or online consultation, you can design
the bath of your dreams and have it installed
with our 5-star in-house installers with peace
of mind. We also offer different financing
options that fit your budget.

Beat the Grout: Because there’s no grout to
scrub and our products are mold, mildew,
and crack resistant, cleaning your new bath
or shower is a breeze. By simply wiping the
nonporous surfaces, you can effortlessly
maintain a clean bathroom space.

We Stand By Our Products: We provide a
DOUBLE Lifetime Limited Warranty with our
showers and baths!

EXPERIENCE A SWIFT, NO-HASSLE, REMODEL
WE MAKE SHOWER AND BATH REMODELING EASY!

OVER 10K
5-STAR REVIEWS

CALL TODAY TO

SCHEDULE YOUR

FREE
DESIGN
CONSULTATION

CALL TODAY
OFFER ENDS SOON WestShoreRemodel.com

*New orders only. Subject to credit approval. Fixed APR of 0.00% for 60 months. Actual payments based on usage. If full credit taken on approval date, payments for 6 month promo will be $16.67, followed by 54 monthly payments of $16.67 for each $1,000 financed. If
transaction is later, the 54 monthly payments could be as high as $18.52. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, equal opportunity lender banks. NMLS #1416362. Wall surround styles and options vary per state. Minimum
purchase may apply. See design consultant for details. Other restrictions may apply. **50% off install equals 10% of the overall purchase price. Expires June 27th, 2021. SC-121821 NC-81059

A
H
-0
00

14
09

26
7-
01 336-523-0469

It was the second NCHSAA state
championship for Randleman, which
has reached the fourth round or better in
the playoff�s every year since 2010. Ran-
dleman’s other state title was in 2011.

Randleman (19-2) won Game 1 of the
series 9-5 on Friday. But when R-S Cen-
tral took a 2-1 win in Game 2 Saturday
afternoon, Game 3 was on. The Tigers
had to wait a long time because there
was a 74-minute rain delay in Game 3 of
the 4-A state championship series be-
tween Fuquay-Varina and Reagan.

The fi�rst pitch wasn’t until 9:55 p.m.
and it was a ball. White ended up walk-
ing leadoff� hitter Kael Snethen on four
pitches.

But it was on from there. The Hilltop-
pers (17-3) had just one more base runner
the entire game. White threw his fastball
by hitters and his curves and changeups
befuddled the Hilltoppers all night. He
struck out four in a row at one point and
three straight in another stretch.

“He throws good,” Atkins said. “He
throws hard. His off�speed is consistent.
It’s in the zone. That’s what you do.”

There wasn’t much the Hilltoppers
could do.

“He was really good,” said R-S Central
coach Chadd Fowler. “He could throw his
breaking stuff� at any time. His fastball
was good. Hats off� to him. He was deal-
ing. Unfortunately for us, it was in the
third game of the state championship.”

R-S Central starter Hayden Wheeler
matched White by allowing no hits over
the fi�rst two innings. And he was deal-
ing, too, with four strikeouts in a row, in-
cluding Andrew Cox leading off� the
third.

But then Kaden Ethier, the No. 9 hit-
ter, dumped a double to center.

“His ball had a drop to it,” Ethier said.
“I was just trying to take it up the middle,
right-center gap. That’s all I was trying to
do right there.”

Owen Strickland drew a walk and
then Trey Way singled to load the bases,
setting the table for the middle of the
lineup. Atkins turned on an 0-2 pitch
and ripped a double down the right-fi�eld
line, scoring two runs.

“In clutch situations, you’ve got to do
your job,” Atkins said. “I did my job.”

And then Brannon copied that with
his own two-run double for a 4-0 lead as

the No. 3 and No. 4 hitters delivered.
“Me and Hunter are two pieces of the

puzzle as far as the team goes,” Brannon
said. “When everybody works together,
we’re really hard to beat and we showed
that tonight.”

That’s music to Smith’s ears. He ex-
pects it.

“They’ve been doing that all year,”
Smith said. “Hunter Atkins, player of the
year in our conference, he does it. He
came through.”

Nobody talked about the no-hitter
during the game even though the zeroes
were quite visible on the scoreboard.

“We didn’t want to jinx anything,” At-
kins said. 

The biggest suspense later in the
game was whether White was going to
be able to fi�nish the game because of
NCHSAA pitch count limitations. When
he recorded three straight one-pitch
outs, it looked possible even as fresh-
man Drake Purvis warmed up in the
bullpen just in case.

White could throw 93 pitches and he
was at 80 when the seventh inning start-
ed. He struck out Andrei Haynes on
three pitches as the anticipation began
to build among the Randleman fans. The
next batter, Cameron Hill, grounded out
to Way at shortstop on an 0-1 pitch. That
meant White had enough pitches re-
maining to face Nate Ellenburg, who
grounded out to Atkins at third.

Bedlam ensued as White raised his

arms in triumph. He was fi�rst greeted by
Purvis and Atkins before a massive dog-
pile ensued.

A no-hitter in a state championship
game.

“I know,” Brannon said. “That’s the
crazy thing about it.”

Several hours earlier, it was the Hill-
toppers who had the momentum follow-
ing their 2-1 victory as ace pitcher Trip
Triplett outdueled Way. Ethier doubled
and scored on Way’s single in the second
inning to tie the game but Snethen
smashed a home run over the left-fi�eld
fence in the bottom of the third.

With two runners on and two outs in
the top of the seventh, Atkins hit a tow-
ering drive that Hill caught at the fence.
The Hilltoppers celebrated.

“We had two choices,” Brannon said.
“We could curl up in a ball or come out
and belt them in the mouth. That’s ex-
actly what we did. It was awesome.”

White carries a football around pre-
game and likes to throw it to loosen up.
That’s what he did Saturday night.
When the game started, the Hilltoppers
might have felt like he was throwing
darts.

“I’ve seen this greatness before,”
Brannon said. “He’s an unbelievable
pitcher. To put it all together in a state
championship game is incredible.”

The hugs and smiles abounded long
after the game was over.

“It’s just surreal,” White said.

Dream
Continued from Page 1B

Randleman's Hunter Atkins smacks a two-run double in the third inning. 
MIKE DUPREZ/COURIER-TRIBUNE

Today’s TV Schedule
Schedule subject to change and/or
blackouts
BASEBALL
• 7 p.m. — MLB: NCAA World Series:
Mississippi St. vs. Vanderbilt (ESPN)
• 7 p.m. — MLB: LA Angels at NY Yan-
kees or Tampa Bay at Washington
(MLBN)
• 7 p.m. — MLB: San Diego at Cincinnati
(Bally Southeast)
• 7:15 p.m. — MLB: NY Mets at Atlanta
(Bally South)
• 10 p.m. — MLB: San Francisco at LA
Dodgers (ESPN)
BASKETBALL
• 7 p.m. — WNBA: Connecticut at Wash-
ington (ESPN2)
• 8:30 p.m. — NBA playoffs: Milwaukee
at Atlanta (TNT)
CYCLING
• 7:30 a.m. — UCI: Tour de France Stage
4 (NBCSN)
• 6:30 a.m. (Wednesday) — UCI: Tour de
France Stage 5 (NBCSN)
HOCKEY
• 7:30 p.m. — NHL Awards Show
(NBCSN)
SOCCER
• 11:30 a.m. — UEFA European Champi-
onship: England vs. Germany (ESPN)
• 2:30 p.m. — UEFA European Champi-
onship: Sweden vs. Ukraine (ESPN)
TENNIS
• 6 a.m. — ATP/WTA: Wimbledon (ESPN)
• 11:30 a.m. — ATP/WTA: Wimbledon
(ESPN2)
• 6 a.m. (Wednesday) — ATP/WTA:
Wimbledon (ESPN)

SPORTS ON TV

Busch raced without a care early and
sang a few bars of “Fly Like An Eagle”
over the radio. His 59th career Cup vic-
tory will go down as one of Busch’s
greatest hits. NASCAR’s career wins
leader in all series has 100 in Xfi�nity and
61 in Trucks. 

Kyle Larson, whose blown tire on the
last lap cost him a win Saturday, was sec-
ond for Hendrick Motorsports. Hendrick
had won six straight Cup races, capped by
Bowman’s third win over his last 10 races.

Busch
Continued from Page 1B
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