
•	 Competitions will take place on Thursday, 
April 23 and Friday, April 24, 2015 at the FEA 
National Conference at the Hyatt Regency 
Crystal City in Arlington, Virginia, which all 
competitors must attend.	(Competitors	in	the	
FEA	Leadership	Award	competition	will	not	need	to	
participate	in	any	onsite	judging.)

•	 All	individual	competitions	are	open	to	good-
standing	FEA	members	in	middle	school	and	high	
school.	(Students	may	or	may	not	be	affiliated	with	
an	FEA	chapter.)	All	chapter	competitions	are	open	
to	good-standing	FEA	chapters	in	middle	school	
and	high	school.	Please note: middle school will 
compete with high school. They will not have 
their own division.	A	couple	of	select	competitions	
are	open	to	college	level	students.	They	will	compete	
in	their	own	division.

•	 If	a	competitor	is	from	a	state	that	holds	state	
competitions	they	must	first	qualify	at	their	state	
conference	before	competing	at	the	FEA	National	
Conference.	Contact	your	state	director	to	see	if	your	
state	offers	competitions.

•	 All competitor materials must be uploaded 
by Noon (Eastern Time), March 16, 2015.	Each	
competition	will	identify	what	materials	are	required	
for	submission	prior	to	the	competition.	Failure	

to	submit	required	materials	by	the	submission	
deadline	will	result	in	disqualification.	Students 
who have qualified for nationals by placing 
in the top five in state-level competitions 
also must submit their entries on the national 
website by the deadline to compete at the 
national conference.

•	 For	states	that	offer	state-level	competitions,	the	
top	five	places	in	each	competition	offered	by	the	
state	will	be	eligible	to	compete	at	the	FEA	National	
Conference;	no	other	entrants	from	states	that	offer	
the	competition	at	the	state	level	will	be	eligible	
for	those	state-level-offered	competitions.	For	
states	that	do	not	offer	state-level	competitions,	
students	may	register	to	compete	in	those	events	
at	the	FEA	National	Conference.	(For	example,	if	
you	want	to	compete	in	Impromptu	Speaking	but	
place	sixth	or	lower	in	your	state	level	Impromptu	
Speaking	competition—	or	don’t	compete	in	the	
state	level	competitions	at	all,	you	unfortunately	
can’t	compete	in	Impromptu	Speaking	at	the	FEA	
National	Conference	this	year.	If	you	live	in	a	state	
that	didn’t	hold	an	Impromptu	Speaking	state-level	
competition,	you	may	register	to	compete	in	that	
event	at	the	FEA	National	Conference.)	This	applies	
to	all	FEA	National	Competitions.

Note: The following guidelines apply to all 2015 Future Educators 
Association National Competitions. Please copy and distribute these 
pages to each student competing in a competition.
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•	 All video files that are submitted in advance 
must be in .mp4 format.	Videos	that	are	not	
in	this	file	format	will	not	be	accepted	and	will	
be	immediately	disqualified.	Videos	will	not	be	
accepted	by	mail.

•	 Students	may	enter	up	to	a	total	of	three	(3)	
combined	events.

•	 Advisors	may	enter	up	to	three	(3)	students	per	
chapter	in	each	individual	event	and	one	(1)	
team	for	chapter	events.	All chapter events 
require at least two and no more than four 
student representatives per chapter to 
participate in the judging session at the FEA 
National Conference.

•	 Competitors	must	report	to	their	assigned	areas	
on	time.	Failure	to	report	at	their	scheduled	time	
can	result	in	disqualification.	All	advisors	will	
be	provided	a	schedule	of	all	of	their	students’	
scheduled	competition	times	prior	to	the	conference.

•	 Competitors	may	allow	advisors	and	other	non-
competitor	spectators	to	be	in	the	judging	room	
with	the	participant	during	their	competition.	Peer	
competitors	will	not	be	permitted	as	spectators.

•	 Competitors	are	expected	to	dress	in	business-casual	
attire.	(See here for a detailed explanation of what 
is and is not permissible as “business casual.”)	
Points	will	be	deducted	from	the	entrant’s	score	for	
failure	to	follow	the	stated	dress	code.

•	 Certificates	will	be	awarded	to	the	top	10	entries.	
Awards	will	be	presented	to	the	top	three	(3)	entries	
in	each	category.	

•	 Entrants	grant	PDK	International,	the	sponsoring	
organization	for	FEA,	the	right	to	use	and	publish	
the	submission	in	print,	online,	or	in	any	media	
without	compensation.

•	 Entrants	grant	PDK	International,	the	sponsoring	
organization	for	FEA,	the	right	to	post	photos	of	
students	for	promotional	purposes	on	the	state	
FEA	website.

•	 All	source	media	used	for	the	competition	must	be	
cited	in	competition	submissions.	

•	 All	submitted	materials	must	reflect	original	work	
from	the	2014-2015	school	year.	Material	that	may	
have	been	submitted	in	previous	years	is	ineligible.	

•	 Written	permissions	for	copyrighted	material	must	
be	obtained	for	the	rights	to	display	and	present	
media-related	materials	at	the	FEA	National	
Conference	and	to	post	media-related	materials	on	
the	FEA	website.	All	permissions	obtained	to	use	
copyrighted	material	must	be	included	with	entry	
submission.	(Note:	This	requirement	does	apply	
to	music	used	in	videos	and	other	media-related	
materials.	It	does	not	apply	to	artifacts	collected	
for	a	project.)	Failure	to	accomplish	this	will	result	
in	disqualification.

Entries must be submitted online at: www.futureeducators.org under “National Conference”

For event inquiries call: 800-766-1156 or email fea@pdkintl.org
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http://humanresources.about.com/od/workrelationships/a/dress_code.htm
http://www.futureeducators.org
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2015 Inside Our Schools 
Presentation Competition

Contest Purpose

The purpose of the Inside Our Schools Competition is to allow FEA chapter members to showcase one innovative strategy that 
their school or school district employs to enhance teaching and learning. The creative presentation, which will involve live 
presenting and a video, should appeal to anyone looking for smart ways to take teaching and learning to a higher level.

Preparation Tips

•	 Collaborate as a chapter to brainstorm innovative 
strategies in use in your school or district. Select one 
strategy to highlight for the competition.

•	 Do some real legwork in learning about your selected 
innovative strategy by talking to local leaders and 
conducting Internet research.

•	 Observe the innovative strategy in action in at least 
three settings.

•	 Use creativity and original ideas when creating your video 
and crafting your live presentation.

•	 Work collaboratively as a team, with each team member 
filling a specific role (ex. director, lead researcher, etc.)

•	 Highlight your experiences during observations, as well 
as personal opinions on best practices used by teachers, in 
your video.

•	 If any copyrighted material is used, videos must feature 
a credits page at the end of the video citing any 
source media or permissions acquired for the use of 
the copyrighted material. (FEA recommends avoiding 
copyrighted material.)

•	 Have a title screen including the title of your project, 
competition name, school name, city, and state.

•	 Preview your final video to ensure that the sound quality 
is good and that video playback is smooth.

Research

The following are research resources that may be helpful 
concerning your topic:

•	 Your school or district website, to give any background or 
supporting details on your school/district

•	 Online articles regarding research proven best practices to 
support the best practices you choose

•	 Interviews with local education leaders (teachers, 
principals, superintendent, district academic officers, etc.)

Competition Guidelines

Video

A.  The video must be no shorter than 3 minutes and no 
longer than 5 minutes. Points will be deducted for videos 
that are shorter than the minimum length or longer than 
the maximum.

B.  The video must showcase one innovative strategy 
that the participating chapter’s school or school district 
employs to enhance teaching and learning.

C.  The video must include the competition name and title of 
project. It must also include name of the school, city, and 
state in the opening credits (Example: This message was 
brought to you by Kirkwood High School’s chapter of the 
Future Educators Association in Bloomington, Ind.). 

D.  In the video, all source media (music, images or video clips 
not originally filmed by the student competitors) must be 
cited in video credits and may not violate any copyright.

E.  Competitors must bring their video, saved in .mp4 format, 
on a flash drive or jump drive.

oRal PResenTaTion

A.  At the FEA National Conference, no less than two and 
no more than four chapter representatives from each 
participating chapter will make an oral presentation 
to a panel of judges. During the presentation, chapter 
members will have up to five (5) minutes to introduce 
their video and to provide description and context.  
Chapter members will then play the video for the judges. 
The entire presentation to judges (oral presentation and 
video) will last no more than ten (10) minutes.

B.  Professional presentation skills are encouraged. 

C.  Following the presentation and the video, the judges 
will have up to five (5) minutes to ask questions to 
chapter representatives.

COMPETITION TYPE: Chapter—Closed to spectators
ELIGIBILITY: FEA Chapters at the Middle and High School Levels

http://www.futureeducators.org
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2015 Inside Our Schools 
Presentation Competition

Judging and scoring

A.  The judges’ decisions are final.

B.  Scoring is based on the Inside Our Schools Presentation 
Competition rubric.

How to enter

A.  Chapters must register online for the competition by the 
submission deadline stated on the General Competition 
Information sheet.

B.  Print the confirmation page for your records after 
completing the online submission form.

http://www.futureeducators.org

