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REOPENING ISAAC
A Message from the Executive Director
Dear ISAAC Stakeholders,
During these unprecedented times, we hear the quotes we are “all in it together” and we “must remain
flexible” as we move into the unknown with uncertainty. Although these statements are true and are intended
for us to feel connected and validated with our emotions, we can understand the anxiety that exists as it
relates to the upcoming school year. Regardless of the plan for the reopening of school, we understand that
we all have similar yet different concerns and challenges as parents and guardians, students, school
administrators, teachers, staff, members of the board, and community leaders. The goal of this reopening guide
is to help our families make the best decision possible for their student’s education while knowing that we will
work hard to be supportive and helpful to all our ISAAC families.
Since our entry into the Remote Learning Program in March 2019, our reopening team has been collecting,
discussing, and reflecting upon the feedback from our ISAAC stakeholders, analyzing our student and teacher
success, and preparing for the ‘what ifs’ for this upcoming school year. As you read this guide, my hope is that
you see feedback collected from the past two surveys along with the energy, hard work, and commitment put
forth by our stakeholders who created three school plans that incorporate four key elements:
• Safety of all students and staff
• Development of appropriate educational opportunities
• Awareness of social and emotional well-being of students, families, and staff
• Expectation that All Students Can Succeed
The sections within this reopening guide were written to provide answers and guidance for the multitude of
scenarios and situations associated with the daily operation of ISAAC during this pandemic. We understand
that some of the specifics may not be ideal or preferred, however we have established this state-mandated
guide with guidance from the Connecticut State Department of Education, Ledge Light Health District, our
district medical advisor, and legal advisement.
This guide is just the start to additional questions and concerns that you may have regarding the reopening of
school. In an effort to provide answers to those questions and concerns, we have created a dedicated email
for additional questions: reopening2020@isaacschool.org. This email will be checked daily and will be answered
by our Reopening School Team in a timely fashion.
In summary, our goal is that you feel informed and able to decide what is best for your student. None of us
believe that the idea of students wearing masks in school or teaching remotely is ideal. Furthermore, we can
understand the challenge that exists in deciding what is best for your student’s health and education, while
keeping a lens on the reality that exists within your home. Although this pandemic has left us not knowing the
future, we hope this guide gives you the confidence that regardless of the educational decision you make for
your student, our staff will ensure that your student receives an equitable educational experience whether it be
remotely or in person throughout the school year. We are committed to living our core values and beliefs “all
students can succeed” with a concerted and collective effort to supporting the whole student in the process.
I wish you and your family health and positivity during these times.
Sincerely,

Dr. Nicholas J. Spera
Executive Director
ISAAC Reopening Guide - Version 1- July 2020
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ISAAC REOPENING OF SCHOOL TEAM
Dr. Nicholas J. Spera, Executive Director
Denise Dunning, Principal/Compliance Liaison
Tanya Collins, Dean of Students
Lisa Lazarou, SRBI Coordinator/Union President
Barbara Zegarzewski, Student Support Coordinator
Melanie Paterson, English Language Teacher/Union President
Dean Avery, Social Worker
Timothy Bentley, Safety Specialist

Denise Dunning, Principal/Compliance Liaison
Tanya Collins, Dean of Students
Christopher Jones, Chair of the Board of Directors
Heather Doughty, Vice Chair, Board of Directors
Christine Pemberton, Parent/Director of Finance & HR
Timothy Bentley, Safety Specialist
Jennifer Mitchell, Mathematics Teacher
Celestino Rodriguez, Head Custodian
Mildred Rivera, Executive Assistant
Erica McCaffrey, School Nurse

Dr. Nicholas J. Spera, Executive Director
Tunisia Melendez, Parent/Board of Directors
Barbara Zegarzewski, Student Support Coord.
Keith Vitali, Music Teacher
Melanie Paterson, English Language Teacher
Lisa Lazarou, SRBI Coordinator
Brian Trost, Instructional Technology Manager
Dean Avery, Social Worker
Jenni Barnes, Data Manager

In addition to our own priorities, ISAAC is expected to follow the guidelines of the State Department
of Education - Adapt, Advance, Achieve: Connecticut’s Plan to Learn and Grow Together, published
on June 29, 2020. The publication from the state includes guidelines that may change prior to school
reopening in the fall.
As stated by Commissioner Miguel Cardona, this guide is “intended to be a fluid document that will
evolve based on the public health data trends as well as the understanding of the best way to
mitigate spread. As we proceed toward the fall, we will continue to receive input from our
educational partners, students, and families and will continue to work toward providing the best
opportunities for our greatest resource—the students in the State of Connecticut.”
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OVERVIEW
This guide presents protocols developed to prevent the spread of the novel Coronavirus that causes
COVID-19. It is based on guidance from the Connecticut State Department of Education and local
Ledge Light Health District. Our top priority in all decisions is the health, safety, and well-being of our
students, employees, and stakeholders from our local communities. This document is subject to
updates if and when circumstances surrounding the COVID-19 pandemic change.
To combat the spread of this virus, the expectation is that all employees, students, and families
comply with the procedures, protocols, and requirements outlined in this document and in any linked
documents or websites provided in this guide. This information is subject to change.
Please understand that knowledge about the COVID-19 virus and the best practices to respond to
the pandemic continue to evolve. For this reason, guidance, plans, and policies related to the
returning of work and school at ISAAC will also evolve and this guide will be updated frequently.
Families will be notified via text, email, newsletter, and on the website of any updates each week. In
addition, if families have questions or concerns, they can submit a question to the dedicated
Reopening of School email: reopening2020@isaacschool.org. We ask that all ISAAC families ensure
that their contact information is updated and on file with the school.
For more information about COVID-19
Full Connecticut State Department of Education Reopening Plan:
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/COVID-19/CTReopeningSchools.pdf
Slide Presentation on CT’s Reopening:
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/COVID-19/Reopening_Slides.pdf
Executive Summary:
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/COVID-19/Reopening_Executive_Summary.pdf

ISAAC Reopening Guide - Version 1- July 2020
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS
There are a number of organizations and publications using a variety of terms related to education
systems and the ongoing response to COVID-19. Below, ISAAC has outlined the way that these terms
will be used within this guide.
Asynchronous Learning: students learn the same material at different times and locations
Closure: students are not able to attend school in the traditional school building; staff engagement
and staffing policies vary by location
Diagnostic Assessment: the results of diagnostic assessments explain what is needed for skills-based
intervention (consistent with SRBI framing and special education designation language) and include
benchmarks to determine what content and knowledge has been missed, not learned or carry
student misconceptions
Digital Learning: learning accompanied by or using technology (in this document, specifically
computer-based) and includes synchronous and asynchronous learning opportunities
Formative Assessment: wide variety of assessment of learning
Google Classroom: a free web service developed by Google for schools for the purpose of sharing
files between students and teachers. This will be the main platform used for the Remote Learning
Academy during the academic year.
Interim Assessments (IAB): a SBAC styled test that mimics a summative assessment to provide
information on student learning gaps, and are aligned to grade level content standards
Intervention: planning and increased instruction required to fill academic and non- academic gaps
created during closures
Hybrid Learning: students learn through electronic and online media as well as through face-to-face
instruction
PowerSchool: an online software application used to track attendance and grading
“Recovery”: starting a process of returning traditional systems to a stable (or more “normal”) state
Reopen: the time period covering the initial weeks of school building and offices opening after
closures
Remote Learning: a form of distance learning that is done using the internet and electronic instruction
and usually involves both synchronous and asynchronous learning methods
“Restart”: beginning a new year with a plan in place to address contingencies
SBAC: acronym for Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium; the exam that students take at the
conclusion of each school year that measures a student’s success on standards aligned to the
Connecticut Common Core State Standards in mathematics and English language arts
Synchronous Learning: students learn at the same time using the same or similar activities
SRBI Team: acronym for Scientific Research-Based Interventions; the school team comprised of
teachers, mental health staff, and school administrators who support the academic and behavior
success of all students through the analysis of qualitative and quantitative data
ISAAC Reopening Guide - Version 1- July 2020
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ISAAC PRIORITIES
ISAAC’s Reopening of School Team has identified priority areas that must be in place to reopen:
•
•
•
•

Safety of all students and staff
Development of appropriate educational opportunities
Awareness of social and emotional well-being of students, families, and staff
Expectation that All Students Can Succeed

Safety of Students and Staff
Our school will be prepared to reinforce healthy practices among
our staff and students, take actions to reduce the spread of all
respiratory illnesses, and prepare for any potential cases or increased
transmission of COVID-19.

Development of Appropriate Educational Opportunities
Our school will reopen with instructional schedules and model
options that are flexible and based on current transmission levels. In
addition, we understand that we may start the school year with one
model, and as new information becomes available about health
and safety, may transition to different models.

Awareness of Social and Emotional Well-Being
Our school will reopen knowing that the COVID-19 pandemic has
created different types of traumatic experiences and high levels of
stress for many of our students, families, and staff. The pandemic has
shown the importance of social/emotional well-being for all. In
addition, there is a growing body of research proving that
social/emotional learning (SEL) is fundamental to academic success.

All Students Can Succeed
In keeping with our Core Values and Beliefs About Learning, our
school will consider and solidify a systematic cycle of assessments,
including initial screenings and formative and summative
assessments, in order to inform instruction and gauge student
learning. We will work to analyze individual student data to identify
shifts and changes in instruction to meet students’ needs and
implement intervention strategies.

ISAAC Reopening Guide - Version 1- July 2020
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STATE OF CONNECTICUT GUIDELINES & EXPECTATIONS
Connecticut has determined that it is appropriate to plan a consistent approach to reopening
schools. However, given the uncertainty planning for reopening months from now, schools must be
prepared to modify their reopening model to support a partial reopening if public health data
changes.
“Schools should plan to have all students, in all districts, return to schoolhouses for full-time
instruction at the beginning of the 2020-2021, so long as public health data continues to support this
model. This model will be supported with more intensive mitigation strategies and specific
monitoring, containment, and class cancellation plans.” (Adapt, Advance, Achieve, 2020, pg. 4)

As Connecticut schools plan to reopen, the guidance and considerations outlined in this document
are grounded in six guiding principles:
1. Safeguarding the health and safety of students and staff
2. Allowing all students the opportunity to return to classrooms full-time starting in the fall
3. Monitoring the school population and, when necessary, potentially canceling classes in the
future to appropriately contain COVID-19 spread
4. Emphasizing equity, access, and support to the students and communities
5. Fostering strong two-way communication with partners such as families, educators, and staff
6. Factoring into reopening decisions the challenges to the physical safety and social/emotional
well-being of our students when they are not in school
Main Operational Considerations
Cohorts:
Emphasize grouping students by
the same class/group of
students (into a cohort) so each
team functions independently
as much as possible. Placing
students into cohorts is strongly
encouraged by the State of
Connecticut for grades K-8.
Social Distancing and Facilities:
Review building space and
reconfigure available classroom
space, such as gymnasiums, art,
and music rooms, to maximize
social distancing, consistent with
public health guidelines in place
at that time.

Transportation:
Local Educational Agencies
(LEAs) should plan for buses to
operate close to capacity with
heightened health and safety
protocols, including requiring all
students and operators wear face
coverings. Plans must be
developed to activate increased
social distancing protocols based
upon community spread.
Face Coverings:
All staff and students will be
expected to wear a protective
face covering or face mask that
completely covers the nose and
mouth when inside the school
building.

ISAAC Reopening Guide - Version 1- July 2020
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ISAAC STUDENT AND STAFF EXPECTATIONS
Stay home if feeling ill.
Students and staff must stay home if they are feeling sick, have any
symptoms consistent with COVID-19, or have had close contact with a
person diagnosed with COVID-19.

Morning health check responsibilities.
In order to prevent transmission among the school population, students
and staff are asked to check their temperatures before leaving for
school. Check to ensure temperature is below 100.0 degrees Fahrenheit
(37.8 degrees Celsius) and observe for symptoms associated with COVID19 outlined by public health officials.

Face coverings or masks required.
Students must wear face coverings or masks that completely cover the
nose and mouth while inside the school and on the bus, with exceptions
only for those students for whom it is not safe to do so due to medical
conditions. “Mask Breaks” will be provided during the day. Parents will be
responsible for providing face coverings or masks for their student(s).
Schools will have backup disposable masks available for students who
forget them.

Social distancing required.
Students must maintain social distancing to the greatest extent possible.
Students are expected to practice social distancing when entering and
exiting the building, in classrooms, and moving throughout the school.
Sharing of school supplies and materials will not be permitted.

Frequent hand washing and hand sanitizing expected.
Students must engage in frequent hand washing for 20 seconds in length
and sanitize upon arrival and dismissal from every space, before and
after meals, after bathroom use, and after coughing or sneezing.

Students must follow bus guidelines.
Students will be expected to follow all bus guidelines if riding the bus to
and from school. Face coverings or masks must be in place prior to
entering the bus.
Families should contact their local school district for more information
and additional guidelines according to the district policy.

ISAAC Reopening Guide - Version 1- July 2020
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FAMILY SUPPORT
ISAAC is committed to promoting and encouraging a sense of care and concern for the physical
and emotional health, safety, and well-being of all students, families, and staff. The reopening of
ISAAC will require family involvement and engagement more than ever before.
ISAAC encourages families to engage in conversations about the preventative measures related to
COVID-19 signs and symptoms. These conversations with students will help to ensure their readiness to
return to school. We encourage all families to communicate their thoughts, feelings, and questions to
support a smooth transition. Family engagement is integral in ensuring the safety of our entire school
community.
In order to prepare our students for the return to school, we suggest that families follow the
recommendations listed below.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Collaborate through the multiple means of communication throughout the school year
Foster and facilitate meaningful conversations to support school policy and ISAAC’s Core
Values and Beliefs About Learning
Practice positive behaviors to prevent the spread of COVID-19
Actively check your student for COVID 19 signs and symptoms according to CDC guidelines
Participate in parent trainings and informational sessions through the CDC and Connecticut
State Department of Education based on identified needs
Remain informed through the school’s weekly updates to families about next steps, changes
or updated policies and procedures

Image from the Michigan Department of Education:
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-5233---,00.html
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RETURNING TO SCHOOL
We are committed to challenging and engaging students in relevant, rigorous, and meaningful
learning. The COVID-19 pandemic has introduced many uncertainties, but it has also given us an
opportunity to discover a new way of teaching and learning. Included in this guide are three plans
for operating school as required by the Connecticut State Department of Education. The plans are
summarized below.
Daily In-Person Instruction (Plan A)
Under this plan, all ISAAC students will attend class in the school building in person with their teachers
and classmates every school day. Students will primarily remain in one classroom in a cohort (same
class/group of students) with teachers rotating into the classrooms. Students will be socially distanced
to the greatest extent possible. Please see page 12 for more information on the Daily In-Person
Instruction Model.
Hybrid Instruction (Plan B)
Under this plan, all ISAAC students will experience a combination of in-person learning in the school
building with their teachers and classmates and online instruction through an online platform. In Plan
B, students will be assigned to groups (1,2,3,4). Siblings will be in the same group that are in the same
grade or on the same day for different grades. Groups will attend school in an ongoing rotation by
attending school in an A/B alternating day during the week with one day designated for remote
learning. Please see page 13 for more information on the Hybrid Instructional Model.
Remote Learning Academy (Plan C)*
Under this plan, ISAAC students will experience full online instruction as a result of school closure
based on decisions from state and local officials. All learning opportunities will happen remotely and
will include rigorous instruction based on the ISAAC Core Values and the Common Core State
Standards. Please see page 14 for more information about the Remote Learning Academy.
*Families have the option to choose the Remote Learning Academy at the beginning of the school
year and/or throughout while the school is operating in Plans A or B.

All instruction will be relevant, rigorous, and meaningful.
It is our core belief that all students deserve to be challenged and engaged in relevant,
rigorous, and meaningful learning each day. This school year, regardless of which learning
plan your child is engaged in, every student will be taught rigorous content that aligns
with Connecticut’s grade-level standards every day. Teachers will strategically place
learning opportunities in each environment to create an overall experience that aligns to
rigorous Common Core State Standards for each grade level in every course.

ISAAC Reopening Guide - Version 1- July 2020
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DAILY IN-PERSON INSTRUCTION – PLAN A
The Daily In-Person Instruction Model is where ISAAC will operate at a full capacity (100%) with
reliance on an A/B daily rotating schedule. Families will have the opportunity to elect for their student
to participate in the Remote Learning Academy in lieu of attending in-person instruction at ISAAC
(Plan C).
Families and Students who wish to enroll in the ISAAC Remote Learning Academy for the start of the
school year should contact the main office at 860.447.1003.
A daily in-person instruction model involves the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Students will attend ISAAC each day for the anticipated 180 days according to the school
calendar
Students will have an opportunity to request certain classes based on interest (i.e. Dance versus
Physical Education, etc.)
Students will remain in cohorts based upon their educational needs and/or elective course
requests
Teachers will rotate into different cohorts to deliver content specific curriculum each block
All classes will use the appropriate instructional materials and supplies allowed by state and
local health recommendations
Students will experience social and emotional support through our advisory model twice a week
(Tuesday and Friday)
Students will be assessed using the numerical American Grading System from A+ to F (100 to 50)
A block of time dedicated to work completion and/or academic support called Dragon Time
will be scheduled three times a week (Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday)
Most classrooms will be approximately 19 students per cohort resulting in the placement of desks
and chairs distanced to the maximum length allowable per the size of the classroom. The
suggested CDC social distance guidelines of 6 feet and the American Academy of Pediatrics
guidelines of 3 feet will not be possible in most of the classrooms at ISAAC
All students will receive appropriate support and services through the general education
program, Student Intervention plans (SRBI), Individualized Educational plans (Special Education
IEPs), 504 plans, and English Learners plans (EL)
Students receiving services according to their plan may need to leave their cohort for their
necessary supports
Students will attend classes based on an A/B rotation with all core subjects being held on one
day to allow for a smooth transition in the event of a change to the Hybrid Model (Plan B)

Additional Remote Learning support and resources can be found at
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Academic-Office/CT-Learning-Hub

ISAAC Reopening Guide - Version 1- July 2020
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HYBRID INSTRUCTION MODEL – PLAN B
The Hybrid Instruction Model is where ISAAC will operate at a reduced capacity (50%) with reliance
on an A/B daily rotating schedule. If health and/or state requirements require a Hybrid Model for
partial online and in-person instruction during the 2020-2021 school year, families should expect the
following across all grade levels:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Students will remain enrolled at ISAAC and have daily attendance taken
Students will attend school based on a A/B rotation with a Remote Learning Academy day built
in each week
Students will remain in their assigned cohort for all in-person classes with Wednesdays devoted
to remote learning and virtual “supports” for all students via ZOOM
Students assigned to an ‘A’ Day will meet in person on Mondays and Thursdays while ‘B’ Day
students will attend in-person classes on Tuesdays and Fridays
Students will experience a schedule and grading structure similar to what they received during
the In-Person Instruction Model (Plan A)
Students will be engaged in the core and advisory classes in person while their elective classes
will be delivered remotely
All classes will use the appropriate instructional materials and supplies allowed by state and
local health recommendations
Each Wednesday, the school will be deep cleaned by the custodial staff
Learning opportunities will include both in-person instruction, recorded asynchronous video
instruction, and live office hour sessions
Students will experience social and emotional support through our advisory model and upon
need from our mental health professionals
All students will receive appropriate support and services through the general education
program, Student Intervention plans (SRBI), Individualized Educational plans (Special Education
IEPs), 504 plans, and English Learners plans (EL)

Hybrid Instruction Model Schedule – Plan B
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

• NO STUDENTS REPORT
• Remote Learning for
ALL students
• SPED, EL, 504 & SRBI
Services for Students
via ZOOM
• PLC Meetings for
Faculty & PD
• Deep Cleaning of All
Areas at ISAAC

A DAY GROUP
B DAY GROUP
In-Person
Learning

Remote
Learning

ISAAC Reopening Guide - Version 1- July 2020
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REMOTE LEARNING ACADEMY – PLAN C
Families will have the option to choose the Remote Learning Academy for full online instruction in the
2020-2021 school year. In addition, any students with health concerns, illness, or with quarantine
orders may participate in the Remote Learning Academy.
In addition to family choice, the Remote Learning Academy may be in place for all students in the
case that a student, cohort, or entire school must be placed in quarantine. In addition, the Remote
Learning Academy will immediately go into effect for all students once advised by the Connecticut
State Department of Education and/or Ledge Light Health District.
Families who choose or are participating in the Remote Learning Academy should expect the
following across all grade levels:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Students will remain enrolled at ISAAC and have daily attendance taken
Students will experience a schedule and grading structure similar to their peers engaging in
Daily In-Person Instruction Model (Plan A) or the Hybrid Instruction Model (Plan B)
All classes will use instructional materials available electronically throughout the remote
learning experience
Learning opportunities will include recorded asynchronous video instruction available to
students throughout the day/week and live office hour sessions and supports
All core classes (mathematics, ELA, SS, science) will provide asynchronous videos (up to 25
minutes) along with an assignment twice a week
Teachers will provide live office hours multiple times per week at designated times via ZOOM
Students can request individual support throughout the Remote Learning Program via ZOOM
or phone
All elective classes will provide asynchronous videos (up to 10-15 minutes) along with an
assignment designed to complete in less time than a core assignment
Students will experience social and emotional support through our advisory model
All students will receive appropriate support and services through the general education
program, Student Intervention plans (SRBI), Individualized Educational plans (Special
Education IEPs), 504 plans, and English Learners plans (EL)

Additional Remote Learning support and resources can be found at
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Academic-Office/CT-Learning-Hub
Students who wish to apply to the ISAAC Remote Learning Academy should contact the main office
at 860- 447-1003.

ISAAC Reopening Guide - Version 1- July 2020
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CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS FOR PLANS A & B
The ISAAC staff is committed to ensuring that all students feel comfortable and safe to the greatest
extent possible. Classroom expectations have been established and will be documented in the
ISAAC Parent-Student Handbook so that all stakeholders are ensuring the safety and wellness of all
students and staff members in every classroom and space. The following expectations and
procedures have been established:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.

Each morning before 8:30 am, students are to complete their Wellness Survey
Lockers will not be issued. All personal belongings (phone, hat, gloves, jackets, etc.) should
be put in bookbags
There will be no sharing of supplies or materials between students
Each student will have an assigned seat within the classroom for the entire day
Water bottles should be brought to school each day. Paper cups will be provided as
needed
Hand sanitizer must be used before entering and exiting each classroom and cafeteria
Masks must be worn before and after lunch
Each student will be assigned a number that will rotate periodically throughout the class to
allow for several mask breaks during the class and school day
If a student has a question or needs support, they must raise their hand to avoid
unnecessary movement throughout the classroom
Upon arriving to the classroom and after breakfast, students are to set out materials
(computer, water bottle, supplies) on their desk
Laptop computers must be charged every night before coming to school. Students who
experience technical difficulties will be provided with a school-issued laptop
Student Gmail accounts should be checked periodically throughout the day for lessons or
any updated information
One student at a time, from each cohort, will be allowed to use the restroom

ISAAC Core Values and Beliefs About Learning
ISAAC is a safe, nurturing, and diverse middle school in which arts and
communication act as the heartbeat. Our professional learning community,
comprised of passionate educators, are committed to the delivery of a
rigorous curriculum that promotes effort through a growth mindset. We
believe that all students can succeed with hard work and grit. Our
stakeholders support the development of each student’s journey in
becoming lifelong learners by developing the academic, civic, and social
skills needed to be difference makers as active citizens in our communities.
Learning at ISAAC prepares our students to become empathetic and
courageous leaders through authentic tasks and experiences that promote
creativity, critical thinking, and excellence.
ISAAC Reopening Guide - Version 1- July 2020
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TIPS FOR REMOTE LEARNING IN PLANS B & C

Image from Spokane Public Schools:
https://www.spokaneschools.org/domain/1794
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ASSESSMENT INFORMATION
“Adapt, Advance, Achieve: Connecticut’s Plan to Learn and Grow Together,” 2020, pg. 31
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DISRUPTIONS TO LEARNING
“Maximizing in-person instructional time after a lengthy period of disruption is critical” (Adapt,
Advance, Achieve, 2020, pg. 32). The priority of the ISAAC staff is to increase the amount of time
students spend learning. Students are faced with unique circumstances upon returning to school
after a period of disruption and could exhibit grief or trauma that might influence their behavior. A
Scientific Research-Based Interventions (SRBI) Team has been created and will meet multiple times
per week to target interventions for students experiencing learning, social/emotional or behavioral
difficulties. School discipline will be refocused on re-engaging students in their classrooms.
Students who continually have difficulty ensuring the safety and well-being of others (including maskwearing) will be referred to school administration. A collaborative meeting to address the issue will
ensue between home and school.

HEALTH & WELLNESS
Daily health screenings can help reduce the risk of exposure to COVID-19. Students and employees
who are sick or not feeling well must stay home. Students are required to have a health screening at
home, before riding school transportation (if required by local district), and when arriving to school. If
a student begins to feel ill while in school, shows signs of illness, or becomes sick during the day, the
student must immediately notify staff where they will be escorted to an isolated area to undergo a
school health screening. If deemed necessary, students may be required to be promptly picked up
from school.
Home Health Screening Requirement
All students should have their temperature taken every day at home before coming to school
students must stay home if:
● They have tested positive for COVID-19 and have not met the criteria for returning to school
● They have recently had close contact with a person with COVID-19 and have not met the
criteria for returning to school
● They have a temperature of 100.0° F (37.8° C) or higher
(note: although the CDC recommends 100.4° F, ISAAC’s District Medical Advisor has mandated the
school use 100.0° F (37.8° C) as the threshold for fever)

In addition, students should be free of any symptoms potentially related to COVID-19 to be in school.
At this time, these symptoms include one or more of the following:
● Fever or chills
● New cough
● Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
● New loss of taste or smell
ISAAC Reopening Guide - Version 1- July 2020
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School Health Screening Requirement
When arriving at school, all students will be instructed to use designated entrances to receive their
breakfast or transport to their designated cohort classroom. To begin each school day, students will
be asked to complete a health and wellness screening survey on their laptop. In addition, ISAAC may
have a separate health screening entrance designated for students with special needs who may not
be able to use one of the established entrances. ISAAC may make modifications for students with
special needs who are unable to self-screen using the Wellness Survey and will assign a known
employee to conduct the screening. Students arriving late will complete a survey prior to entering
their cohort classroom.
The survey that contains the following questions:
1. What was your temperature this morning?
(a) Above 100.0° F; (b) Below 100.0° F; or (c) Did not take my temperature this morning

2. Have you been in contact with anyone that has tested positive for COVID-19?
(a) Yes; (b) No; (c) I’m not sure

3. Do you have any of the following symptoms: cough,
chills, shortness of breath, difficulty breathing, sore throat,
aches, headache, constant pain or pressure in chest,
inability to stay awake, bluish lips or face, new confusion;
or change in taste and/or smell?
(a) Yes; (b) No; (c) I’m not sure
4. How do you feel today? (using the chart provided)
(a) upset, frustrated, worried, mad; (b) hyper, exited,
joyful, proud; (c) alone, unhappy, tired, sad; (d) happy, relaxed, content, calm
5. Please tell us your lunch plans.
(a) Hot Lunch as Scheduled; (b) Cold Sandwich*; (c) Salad*; (d) I brought my own lunch
* Additional specifics will be asked if selected
Students who are feeling ill or have a temperature of 100.0°F or higher will be held in our isolation
observation area. A health official will contact the student’s parents/guardians to immediately pick
them up from school. Students who are feeling emotions in the blue or red range will have the
opportunity to check in with a mental health professional (e.g. social worker).
The daily school health screening requirement will allow ISAAC to track student wellness throughout
the time present at school. It is suggested that families track and log their student’s wellness results
throughout the school year.
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ARRIVAL AND DISMISSAL FROM SCHOOL
Students arriving at school at 8:00 am will be escorted to the main entrance. Students wishing to
have breakfast will enter through the side entrance to the gymnasium to wait in line 6 feet away from
other students to pick up a breakfast that they will eat in their designated cohort classroom.
Students who arrive late to school (after 8:30 am), will be required to enter through the main
entrance and will complete a Wellness Survey before being escorted to their designated cohort
classroom.
Dismissal times will be staggered at the end of the day to minimize contact with other students.
Students Who Leave and Return to Campus During the School Day
Parent/Guardian Pick Up
1. Once parent/guardian arrives, they will be required to remain in the front waiting area while
an ID check is performed
2. Student will be escorted down to meet parent/guardian in the front waiting area
Late Arrivals- Students who arrive after 8:30 am
1. Students must check in to the main office
2. Students complete Wellness Survey and lunch requests
3. Students will be escorted to their assigned cohort classrooms

ENTRANCES TO ISAAC

ENTRANCE TO BREAKFAST

MAIN ENTRANCE

Separate entrance for students who
would like breakfast before 8:30 am

Main entrance for all students who do not
want breakfast or arrive after 8:30 am
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RETURNING TO SCHOOL AFTER COVID-19 DIAGNOSIS, EXPOSURE, OR ILLNESS
Students Who Have Experienced at Least One COVID-19 Symptom, With or Without Being Diagnosed
with COVID-19:
Students who have experienced at least one COVID-19 symptom, with or without being diagnosed
with COVID-19, should not be in school. They should stay home until they (or a family member
answering for a younger child) can answer YES to all three of the following questions:
• Has it been at least 10 days since they first had symptoms?
• Has it been at least 3 days since they had a fever (without using fever-reducing medicine)?
• Has it been at least 3 days since the symptoms have improved, including cough and shortness
of breath?
If students have a negative COVID-19 test, they can return to school once there is no fever without
the use of fever-reducing medicines and they have felt well for 24 hours. Students are not required to
have documentation of a negative test in order to return to school.

Students Who Have Been Diagnosed with COVID-19 but Do Not Have Symptoms:
Students who have been diagnosed with COVID-19, but do not have symptoms must remain out of
school until 10 days have passed since the date of their first positive COVID-19 diagnostic test. If a
student develops symptoms, they cannot return to school until they meet all the criteria for students
who have experienced at least one symptom. Students are not required to have documentation of
a negative test in order to return to school.

Students Who Have Been Exposed to COVID-19 and Do Not Have Symptoms:
Students who have been exposed to COVID-19 and do not have symptoms must remain out of
school for 14 days since their last exposure, even if they test negative for COVID-19. If they develop
symptoms, they cannot return to school until they meet all the criteria for students who have
experienced at least one symptom. Students are not required to have documentation of a negative
test in order to return to school.

PROCEDURE FOR REPORTING OF COVID-19 WITHIN THE BUILDING
If a student, staff member, volunteer, or visitor has been present in school and has a confirmed
diagnosis of COVID-19, the school nurse and the building administrators will immediately notify
Stephen Mansfield at Ledge Light Health District (860.448.4882). The procedural steps are:
Step 1: Immediately notify Stephen Mansfield at Ledge Light Health District
Step 2: Ledge Light will assess risk of further transmission
Step 3: Decisions will be made concerning:
• Contact Tracing
• Closure
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• Cleaning
• Continuity of Education
• Reopening of School
Step 4: The decision to suspend or close school will be made by the ISAAC building administrators
with recommendation from local health officials. The Board of Directors will be notified as well as
the Connecticut State Department of Education. Schools may implement a short-term closure (25 days) or longer regardless of community spread if an infected person has been in the school
building. The CDC recommends dismissal of students and most staff for 2-5 days. This initial shortterm dismissal allows time for the local health officials to gain a better understanding of the
COVID-19 situation impacting the school. This allows the Executive Director, in consultation with
the local health officials, to determine appropriate next steps, including whether an extended
dismissal duration is needed to stop or slow further spread of COVID-19.
All communications to the school community including staff and families are made via text, email,
phone, and the school website.
During school closures, all extracurricular activities, athletics, and school-based afterschool programs
are canceled.
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ENGLISH LEARNERS (EL)
Regardless of the plan, English Language services will be delivered in-person or remotely. All EL
students will continue to receive supplemental instruction and supports from the TESOL teacher and
the Bilingual Education Assistant. These professionals will continue to provide with services through
push in methods, pull out EL supports, and through ZOOM. This school year, ISAAC has developed a
bilingual program based upon the number of students speaking one language.
All documents regarding the COVID-related closure will be provided to parents and guardians with
limited English proficiency through translation or interpretation.
Dually identified students will continue to receive both EL and special education services, and
interpreters will be provided as necessary at PPTs and other parent meetings.
The following is the guidance from the Connecticut State Department of Education’s Adapt,
Advance, Achieve: Connecticut’s Plan to Learn and Grow Together document on page 34:
Connecticut State Department of Education Guidance:
● Understand that like all other students, ELs are entitled to FAPE. The Civil Rights Act of
1964, Title IV, the Equal Educational Opportunities Act (1974) and the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act (1965) provide guidance on the services to which ELs are
entitled. ELs must have access to the general education curriculum as well as to a
supplemental language instruction education program. During school closures due to
COVID-19, ELs continue to be entitled to receive their supplemental EL instructional
program in addition to their general education program of mainstream, grade-level and
content-area instruction. Such language instructional education programs may consist of
a range of services, including bilingual education, English as a Second Language (ESL),
Sheltered Instruction and others. When returning to school buildings, language instruction
education programs must continue.
● Comply with the requirement that eligible students in bilingual mandated districts are
offered bilingual education programs. During COVID-19, school districts that are
mandated to provide bilingual education remain required to offer a bilingual program to
eligible students who have opted into the program. While program implementation may
be altered during COVID-19 as compared to traditional in-building schooling, students in
bilingual programs are still entitled to receive native language support as part of their
school’s designated bilingual program model. As with other language instruction
education programs, when returning to traditional schooling, bilingual programs must
continue.
● Communicate with parents and guardians that have limited proficiency in English in a
language they understand as required by Title III of the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act. As during traditional schooling, communications during school closures
due to COVID-19 may be provided through translation and/or interpretation.
● Provide ELs who are also identified as students with disabilities supports for their EL needs,
as well as supports for their disabilities. During COVID-19, these dually identified students
must continue to receive these supports. As in times with traditional schooling, dually
identified students should have their language needs represented in their annual
meetings about their IEP.
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SPECIAL EDUCATION
Students with disabilities may require modifications to the general health guidelines in order to
provide required services and maintain healthy practices. Due to the nature of a Charter School’s
partnership with the sending school district, ISAAC will coordinate all services and meetings with the
student’s sending district’s special education office throughout the school year. Regardless of the
plan that a family chooses or is in effect due to the status of the pandemic, ISAAC is committed to
ensuring that all students with an IEP are provided an equitable educational experience to the
greatest extent possible.
Families are encouraged to contact their student’s case manager or the ISAAC Compliance Officer
with any questions. We are committed to working closely with students with disabilities and their
families to address individual concerns and needs.
The following is the guidance from the Connecticut State Department of Education’s Adapt,
Advance, Achieve: Connecticut’s Plan to Learn and Grow Together document on page 33:

Connecticut State Department of Education Guidance:
● Prepare with the understanding that there has been no waiver of requirements under the
IDEA for provision of a free and appropriate public education (FAPE) in the least
restrictive environment (LRE). During COVID-19 school closures, schools were required to
provide FAPE consistent with the need to protect the health and safety of students, as
well as those individuals providing education, specialized instruction, and related services
to these students. Schools may not have been able to provide all services in the same
manner that they are typically provided. Federal disability law allows for flexibility in
determining how to meet the individualized needs of students receiving special
education services.
● Treat students eligible for special education and other special populations as general
education students first. Guidance and policies related to school reopening plans apply
to all students, including students with special needs who qualify for individual education
programs under the IDEA and accommodation plans for eligible students under section
504 of the Rehabilitation Act. If students with disabilities are unable to access the
reopening plan as designed, facilitate individualized and alternative means of re- entry
based upon student need, present levels of functioning, developmental levels, and
student/parent input. Consider blended learning schedules if needed.
● Do not make programming decisions based on a student’s disability category. However,
the nature and/ or severity of a student’s disability may require unique considerations.
Protocols should consider the student’s developmental level and skills.
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FACE COVERINGS
Students and employees are expected to follow the Center for Disease Control and Connecticut
State Departments of Education’s guidance on the use of face coverings in school.
Students must wear face coverings or masks that completely cover the nose and mouth while inside
the school and on the bus, with exceptions for those students and employees for whom it is not safe
to do so due to medical conditions. “Mask Breaks” will be provided during the day. Parents will be
responsible for providing face coverings or masks for their student(s). Schools will have backup
disposable masks available for students who forget them.

CDC Face Mask Guidance:
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/cloth-face-cover-guidance.html
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SOCIAL DISTANCING
Face Coverings

(LEFT) Plan A classroom for 19 students with desks and chairs positioned to the greatest extent
possible. (RIGHT) Plan B classroom set-up for 12 students with tables and chairs 6 feet apart.
ISAAC has taken actions to create spaces within the school that are safe. ISAAC recognizes that
social distancing is recommended by the CDC and the Connecticut Department of Education in
order to maintain a safe learning environment. Depending on the instructional model used, social
distancing will occur to the greatest extent possible in school (i.e.: staggered scheduling of breakfast,
lunch, and dismissal). Some actions taken to promote social distancing include signage, floor
markings for specific entrances and exits within the building, changes to traffic-patterns, placement
of desks in the classrooms, and utilizing community spaces for extra classroom space. Reminders of
safety expectations will be posted throughout the building.

SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL HEALTH
The volume of information in the media and elsewhere about COVID-19 can cause concern for
students, staff, and their families. The following list includes some ways ISAAC staff will help address
the social and emotional needs of students:
•

Age-appropriate information with students through an Advisory Curriculum

•

Staff training on the following as part of the reopening prior to the start of school:
o Physical distancing of staff and students
o Symptom screening
o Proper use of protective equipment
o Correct use of cloth face coverings/masks
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o
o
o
o
o
•

Cough and sneeze etiquette
Keeping hands away from one’s face
Frequent hand washing and proper technique
Confidentiality around health recording and reporting
Trauma-informed practices

Daily checklists for all students that include a Social/Emotional Learning question.

For urgent support information or emergencies about social/emotional health, please contact
(833)258-5011 or www.talkitoutct.com

TRANSPORTATION
To promote social distancing, students and families who utilize their district transportation should
comply with their district health requirements. All questions regarding transportation should be sent to
the local sending school district and/or transportation office.

VISITORS
To protect the health and safety of our community and minimize the number of people within the
ISAAC building, only essential visitors will be allowed entrance. All efforts will be made to keep
necessary visitors to a minimum through the use of virtual or telephone meetings with families and
guests.
In order to promote a safe and productive educational environment for all students and staff, all
visitors must receive prior approval from the school administration before being permitted to visit our
school building.
Upon arrival, all visitors and observers must comply with any and all applicable building security
procedures, including but not limited to utilizing security buzzers for access, complying with requests
for photo identification, reporting directly to and signing in and out at the visitors’ reception area of
the school office, prominently displaying visitors’ badges or other identification required for visitors to
the school building, limiting access to those areas of the building and grounds for which the
visitors/observers have authorized access, and complying with directives of school officials at all
times. All visitors and observers permitted into the school building or on school grounds must comply
with all school health and safety protocols in place at the time, including any health screening
protocols.
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, ISAAC administration may limit or restrict visitors based on the
guidance of federal, state, and local health authorities.
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WATER FOUNTAINS
Students are strongly encouraged to bring their own water bottles or reusable bottles. All water
bottles should be clearly labeled with the user’s name. It is the student’s responsibility to keep track of
their water bottle and take it home for regular cleaning.
If a water bottle is not usable or forgotten, a paper cup will be provided for the day.

CLEANING AND DISINFECTING
The building will be thoroughly cleaned and disinfected throughout the day and every evening.
Custodial staff will follow hygiene protocols as recommended by the State of Connecticut and the
CDC. ISAAC has hired additional custodial staff to ensure the cleanliness of the building. Throughout
the day, custodians will at least perform the following duties:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Sweeping, dust mopping, spot mopping hallways, steps, and stair landings, as well as the
cafeteria
Cleaning and disinfecting restrooms at least twice a day and document each clearing on a
cleanliness checklist
Cleaning and disinfecting the cafeteria tables, chairs, and screens after each lunch wave
Cleaning and disinfecting common touch points such as door handles, handrails, phones,
copy machines, classroom desks, and chairs
Custodial staff will be staggered throughout the day to ensure cleaning protocols are followed
Custodial staff will follow cleanliness checklists that will be signed off upon cleaning

Our disinfectant is an EPA-approved disinfectant. Current cleaning and disinfecting protocols will
continue to be reviewed and enhanced in terms of frequency and intensity.
Hand sanitizers will be positioned throughout the school in all classrooms and adhere to the 62%
alcohol content recommended by the Department of Public Health. Hands-free soap dispensers will
be installed in bathrooms with disposable paper towel dispensers. Additional measures to limit the
number of touched surfaces will be implemented.
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CHILD NUTRITION
ISAAC participates in the National School Lunch Program and will continue to provide free breakfast
and lunch for all students. If students choose to participate in the Remote Learning Academy, they
will be provided free meals for each school day. Additional details regarding times and dates for
meal pick-ups will be forthcoming.
Each morning students will be asked for their lunch order so that a meal will be prepared prior to their
assigned lunch wave. Upon arriving to the cafeteria, all lunches will be placed in the student’s
assigned seat within their cohort.

CAFETERIA
ISAAC will continue to follow federal and local health official guidelines to ensure compliance
regarding child nutrition. All meals will be individually packaged for direct service to students in the
cafeteria. Students will eat by their grade level cohorts in the cafeteria and/or in their classroom. The
cafeteria will be cleaned and sanitized between each lunch wave. Plexiglass partitions will be
installed at each table to minimize contact. The diagram below depicts the x shaped acrylic screens
at each table and a plexiglass partition (blue line) to separate the cohorts in the cafeteria for Hybrid
Model (Plan B). The layout for the full model will be adjusted to make room for an additional cohort
with the purchase of additional tables and chairs (Plan A).
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RESOURCES
•

“Adapt, Advance, Achieve” Connecticut’s Plan to Learn and Grow Together - Connecticut
State Department of Education

•

American Academy of Pediatrics - https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronaviruscovid-19-infections/clinical-guidance/covid-19-planning-considerations-return-to-in-personeducation-in-schools/

•

“Back to School RI” - Reopening RI: Health and Safety Guidance - State of Rhode Island

•

“CDC Face Mask Guidance”- https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-gettingsick/cloth-face-cover-guidance.html

•

“Guidance on Required Safety Supplies for Reopening Schools” - Massachusetts Department
of Elementary and Secondary Education

•

“Initial Fall School Reopening Guidance” - Massachusetts Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education

•

K-12 Schools and Childcare Programs - FAQs for Administrators, Teachers, and Parents CDC.gov/coronavirus

•

Leveraging the Power of Social and Emotional Learning - Available at
https://casel.org/wpcontent/uploads/2020/05/CASEL_Leveraging-SEL-as-You-Prepare-toReopen-and-Renew.pdf

•

“Preparing for a Safe Return to Classroom Learning” - State of Connecticut

•

“Preliminary Guidance for Phased Reopening of Pre-K to 12 Schools” - State of Pennsylvania
Department of Education

•

“Reopen Connecticut” - Rules for Operating Summer School During COVID 19 - State of
Connecticut

•

“Reopening Our Schools”- East Hampton, CT, 2020

•

Recommendations for Protections and Procedures Regrading Education and Connecticut’s
Public Schools – Connecticut Education Association, CEA

•

Remote Learning Resources- https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Academic-Office/CT-Learning-Hub

•

“Return to Campus”- Wake County Public School System, 2020

•

“Stronger Together” - A Guidebook for the Safe Reopening of California’s Public Schools California Department of Education

•

Social and Emotional Learning Resources- www.talkitout.com
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STAY IN TOUCH
Please note that all plans and items included in this document are subject to change
based on requirements and/or advice from
the Governor of Connecticut,
the Connecticut State Department of Education,
and the Ledge Light Health District.

Contact the Principal/Compliance Liaison for additional information and/or questions:
Denise Dunning
Interdistrict School for Arts and Communication
190 Governor Winthrop Blvd.
New London, CT 06320
860-447-1003
denise_dunning@isaacschool.org

Any questions, comments, or concerns should be emailed to:
reopening2020@isaacschool.org

More information will be shared weekly via newsletters, text messages, letters
and links on the ISAAC website.
www.isaacschool.org

ISAAC Reopening Guide - Version 1- July 2020

31

