THOMSON MIDDLE SCHOOL
2017-2018

TITLE |
PARENT HANDBOOK

Parents/Guardians,

After reviewing the Handbook please complete and return the following:
¢ School-Home Compact Signature Page
¢ Receipt of Title | Parent Handbook

Thank you for your continued support of Thomson’s Parent Engagement Program.

Alesia C Chadwick

Parent Involvement Coordinator




School-Home Compact Signature Page

THOMSON MIDDLE SCHOOL
2017-2018

Revised: August 7, 2017

Dear Parent/Guardian,

O
Iies, agree that

Students participating in the Title |, Part A program, and their
[the students will share

this compact outlines how the parents, the school staff, and

the responsibility for improved student academic achigyement as well as describes

%
ship that will help children

how school and parents will build and develop a W
achieve the State’s high standards. Please rea a- school-parent

compact. %

Please sign and date below to acknowlegge’that you have read, received, and agree
ned, please return the form to your child’s

to this school-parent compact. Ong
t compact as a reminder of your commitment.

teacher and keep the school-p
The school-parent compact will be discussed with you throughout the year. We look

forward to our school-parent partnership!

School Regwgéfgg%ltative Signature: Date:
Q%f%& : Homeroom Teacher
£ v‘%@%@
Pa@fi uardian Signature: ‘ Date:
w»é"

Student Signature: Date: Grade:




Thomson Middle School
301 Thomson Street
Centerville, GA 31028
(478) 953-0489
(478)953-0484 Fax

Dr. Walter E. Stephens, Principal Mrs. Patrena Johnson, Counselor
Mr. Dustin Dykes, API Mrs. Melissa Walker, Counselor
Ms. Tonja Simmons, AP Mrs. Alesia Chadwick, PIC

Receipt of Title I Parent and Family Engagement Handbook
2017-2018

August 2, 2017
Dear Families:
Your participation in your child’s education is extremely important to us. We believe in maintaining regular,
two-way communication between home and school. As such, we distribute information to explain how parents
can work with the school to ensure that students achieve their potential. Please take time and carefully read all
of the documents included in this Title I Parent and Family Engagement Handbook. We also ask that you sign
and return the appropriate forms to your child’s teacher.
Provided in the Title I Handbook are the following documents:

e Receipt of 2017-2018 Title I Parent and Family Engagement Handbook Form (Sign and Return)

e A Parent’s Guide to Title |

e School Parent and Family Engagement Plan

e School-Parent Compact

e Compact Signature Page (Sign and Return)

e Right to Know Professional Qualifications of Teachers and Paraprofessionals Letter

e Copyright Piracy Notification

e Complaint Procedures

Please complete and sign the form below, and return to your child’s teacher by, Friday, September 29, 2017.
Should you have any questions, feel free to contact us at 478-953-0489.

Sincerely,
Dr. Walter Stephens

I have received and read the 2017-2018 Title I Parent and Family Engagement Handbook.

Parent’s Signature: Date:

Student’s Name: Grade:

Please return this form to your child’s school. Thank you.

Vision: To produce high school ready students who are socially and mentally equipped to meet the challenges of society.



School-Home Compact Signature Page

THOMSON MIDDLE SCHOOL
2017-2018

Revised: August 7, 2017

Dear Parent/Guardian, @

Students participating in the Title I, Part A program, and thelr lies, agree that

this compact outlines how the parents, the school staff, the students will share

the responsibility for improved student academic ach nent as well as describes

how school and parents will build and develop a pgg{@%'shlp that will help children

achieve the State’s high standards. Please @- school-parent

compact.

Please sign and date below to ackno that you have read, received, and agree

to this school-parent compact. Once’ ed, please return the form to your child’s

teacher and keep the school-par n{compact as a reminder of your commitment.
The school-parent compact wit| ‘g discussed with you throughout the year. We look
rent partnership!

forward to our school-

i’f .
>
& |
P s@tatlve Signature: Date:
’ Homeroom Teacher
Parent/Guardian Signature: Date:

Student Signature: Date: Grade:




Thomson Middle School
301 Thomson Street
Centerville, GA 31028
(478) 953-0489
(478) 953-0484 Fax

Dr. Walter E. Stephens, Principal Mrs. Patrena Johnson, Counselor
Dr. Dustin Dykes, API Mrs. Melissa Walker, Counselor
Ms. Tonja Simmons, AP

Receipt of Title I Parent and Family Engagement Handbook

2017-2018
August 2, 2017

Dear Families:

&1n maintaining regular,

ation to explain how parents
> take time and carefully read all
dbook. We also ask that you sign

Your participation in your child’s education is extremely important to us. We b
two-way communication between home and school. As such, we distribute inf

and return the appropriate forms to your child’s teacher.
Provided in the Title I Handbook are the following documents: ‘%?

e Receipt 0f 2017-2018 Title I Parent and Family E 2 Yert ent Handbook Form (Sign and Return)
e A Parent’s Guide to Title I ' "
e School Parent and Family Engagement Plakgw

e School-Parent Compact

e Compact Signature Page (Sign and Re urﬁ)

e Right to Know Professional Quali Y}%ns of Teachers and Paraprofessionals Letter
e Copyright Piracy Notlﬁcatlon O

e Complaint Procedures

at

Sincerely,

{Insert Principal’;%Name}

I have received and read the 2017-2018 Title I Parent and Family Engagement Handbook.

Parent’s Signature: Date:

Student’s Name: Grade:

Please return this form to your child’s school. Thank you.



A Parent’s Guide to Title | (7“%05

Richard Woods. Georgia's Schoo! Superintendent
“Educating Georgia's Future”

What is Title I?

Title |, Part A is a federally funded program under the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). The
purpose of Title | under ESSA is to ensure that all children have a fair, equal, and significant
opportunity to obtain a high-quality education and reach, at a minimum, proficiency on
challenging state academic achievement standards and state academic assessments.

Which Houston County schools are Title | schools?

CB Watson Primary Northside High Thomson Middle
Centerville Elementary Northside Middle Tucker Elementary
Eagle Springs Elementary Parkwood Elementary Warner Robins High
Huntington Middle Pearl Stephens Elementary Warner Robins Middle
Lindsey Elementary Perry High Westside Elementary
Miller Elementary Perry Middle Crossroads Center
Morningside Elementary Russell Elementary

Northside Elementary Shirley Hills Elementary

What supports are provided through Title I?

The Title | Program offers a variety of supports which may include, but are not limited
to, additional teachers, support staff, instructional materials and supplies, technology to
support student learning, tutoring, professional development for school staff and
capacity building events for families.

What role does family engagement play in Title I?

Family engagement is an integral part of the ESSA law. Districts and schools receiving
Title | funding must:



Ensure that high-quality academic assessments, accountability systems, teacher
preparation and training, curriculum, and instructional materials are aligned with
challenging State academic standards so that students, teachers, parents and
administrators can measure progress against common expectations for student
academic achievement.

Afford parents substantial and meaningful opportunities to participate in the
education of their children.

Families,

You can have a tremendous influence on your child’s success in school. By partnering
with the school and participating in the Title | program, you will:

show your child that you support and value his/her education.
be able to closely monitor your student’s progress.

build stronger relationships between home and school.
provide valuable input about schoolwide programs.

Research shows that students whose families are engaged perform better academically,
socially and behaviorally. Be sure to become involved in your child’s school by:

communicating regularly with your child’s teacher.

attending academic-based family events and parent-teacher conferences.
volunteering at the school.

joining the Parent Action Team or School Council.

providing input concerning the Title | program at the school.
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August 2, 2017

Right to Know Professional Qualifications of Teachers and Paraprofessionals
Dear Parent(s) or Legal Guardian(s),

In compliance with the requirements of the Every Students Succeeds Act, the Houston County School System
would like to inform you that you may request information about the professional qualifications of your
student’s teacher(s) and/ or paraprofessional(s). The following information may be requested:

e Whether the student’s teacher—
* has met State qualification and licensing criteria for the grade levels and subject areas in which
the teacher provides instruction;
* s teaching under emergency or other provisional status through which State qualification or
licensing criteria have been waived; and
* s teachingin the field of discipline of the certification of the teacher.

e Whether the child is provided services by paraprofessionals and, if so, their qualifications.

If you wish to request information concerning your child’s teacher’s and/ or paraprofessional’s qualifications,
please contact your child’s school or you may contact Dana Morris, Director of Federal Programs, at the
Houston County Board of Education at (478) 988-6200 ext. 10392 or at email dana.h.morris@hcbe.net.

Thank you for your interest and involvement in your child’s education.

Sincerely,
Dana Morris
Director of Federal Programs

P.O.Box 1850 « PERRY, GEORGIA 31069
(478) 988-6200 » FAX (478) 988-6259
WWW.HCBE.NET



Copyright Piracy Awareness Notification

Title I, Part A, Section 1116 of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) states that Title I
schools shall provide information and resources to help parents and families work with their
children to understand the harms of copyright piracy. In keeping with this requirement,
definitions of relevant terms as well as links to websites that may be helpful in educating
children concerning copyright piracy regulations are included below.

Copyright-a form of protection given to creators and authors of literary, dramatic, musical and
artistic works. A copyright means that the author has the right to do or let other do any of the
following things:

e Make copies

e Distribute copies

e Perform work publicly

e Display work publicly

e Make modifications or adaptations

Generally, it is illegal for anyone to do any of the things listed above without the creator’s
permission. However, there are some exceptions and limitations to this right. One major
limitation is the Doctrine of Fair Use.

Copyright Piracy-Unauthorized reproduction for sale or use of a copyrighted work such as a
book, lyric or software.

Online Resources:

http://eduscapes.com/tap/topic24.htm

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/videos/teaching-kids-about-copyright-piracy

http://www.copvrightkids.org/

http://www.ago.state.ms.us/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/1llegal-Downloads-What-a-Parent-
Should-Know.pdf

If additional assistance or more information is needed, the media specialist at your child’s school
can help.
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Title | Complaint Procedures

Although the below steps are recommended for the most efficient resolution at the lowest level, the parent/student has the
right to by-pass these steps at any time and request an impartial due process hearing related to decisions or actions
regarding your child’s identification, evaluation, educational program or placement. The parent and the student may take
part in the hearing and have an attorney represent you at your own expense. The impartial Hearing Officer will be
selected by the district. Hearing requests must be made to the Title Coordinator identified in Step II below.

Step I

The complaint shall be presented orally or in writing to the school principal within ten (10) calendar days after the most
recent incident upon which the complaint is based. Any witness or other evidence should be provided at this time. The
administrator will conduct an investigation and render a written decision within ten (10) calendar days of the filing of the
complaint.

Step 11

A complainant dissatisfied with the decision of the school principal may appeal to the System Title I/Title Il Coordinator
by submitting a written statement of complaint to the System Title I/Title Il Coordinator. This statement must be filed
within ten (10) calendar days after the complainant receives the decision from the school principal. The complaint should
be mailed to:

Mrs. Dana Morris, Director of Title and Remedial Services
Houston County Board of Education
Post Office Box 1850
Perry, GA 31069
Phone: (478) 988-6200
Fax: (478) 988-6322
dana.h.morris@hcbe.net

Upon receipt of the written statement, the Title I/Title Il Coordinator will schedule a meeting to attempt resolution of the
concerns. The System Title I/Title Il Coordinator will render a written decision within ten (10) calendar days after the
meeting.

Step III
A complainant dissatisfied with the decision of the System Title I/Title 1I Coordinator may appeal to the Houston County
Board of Education by filing a written request to the Office of the Superintendent. The complaint should be mailed to:

Dr. Mark Scott
Office of the Superintendent
Houston County Board of Education
Post Office Box 1850
Perry, GA 31069
(478) 988-6200

The appeal must be filed within ten (10) calendar days after the complainant receives the decision from the System Title
I/Title I1 Coordinator. The Board of Education will act on the complaint at the next scheduled BOE meeting.



