
SECTION 2: SETTLING ON THE GREAT PLAINS 
-Federal land policy and the completion of the ____________________________________________led 
to the rapid settlement of the American west 
-1862 – Congress passed __________________________________  which allowed ______________ free 
acres to any “head of household” 
 
RAILROADS OPEN THE WEST 
-What two major railroads raced to lay track during the 1860s?  The __________________, moving 
_______________________, and the ___________________, which moved ____________________.  
Who worked on the railroads and did most of the labor? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________.   
 
-Who did railroad companies sell some land to?  _________________. 
 
GOVERNMENT SUPPORT FOR SETTLEMENT 
-Congress passed the__________________________________ in 1862, which offered 160 acres of land 
free to any citizen or intended citizen who was head of the household.  Several settlers were consisted 
of exodusters, who 
were__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
OKLAHOMA SOONERS 
-In 1889, a major governmental land giveaway in what is now?  ___________ attracted thousands 
-In less than a day, ____________________________ acres were claimed by settlers 
-Some took possession before the government had officially declared it open – thus Oklahoma became 
known as the ______________________________________ 
 
THE CLOSING OF THE FRONTIER 
-What did Congress create to help protect the geysers and springs in the West in 1872?  
__________________ 
 
-What do you think was Frederick Jackson Turner’s view of the role of the American frontier in 1893?  
________________________________________________________________ 
 
DUGOUTS & SODDIES 
-Most settlers built their homes from ________________ because trees were scarce.   
-Pioneers often dug their homes out of the sides of ravines or hills (__________________) 
-Those in the flat plains made freestanding homes made of turf ________________________ 
 
WOMEN’S WORK 
-Explain how women helped out the men on the homesteads?  
_____________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________.  Besides working 
in the field, women also sponsored schools and churches.   
 
TECHNICAL SUPPORT FOR FARMERS 
-1837 – ________________________________ invented a steel plow that could slice through heavy soil 
-1847 – Cyrus McCormick mass-produced a _________________________________________________ 



-Other inventions included a __________________ to plant seed, __________ 
_____________________, and ______________________________.   
-These new inventions allowed what?  _________________________________________________. 
 
AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION 
-The federal government began to support farmers.   The government financed agricultural education 
and passed what?  ________________________________________ of 1862 and 1890, which gave?  
________________________________________________________________.  What was passed that 
helped inform farmers of new developments in farming?  ___________________________________. 
 
 
 
FARMERS IN DEBT 
-Railroad companies and investors created?  ______________________________, which was a new 
type of farming that produced _______________________________________________________ and 
required the labor of _______________________________________________________________.   
 
-Why did farmers in the west, feel pressure from rising costs of shipping grain?  
______________________________________________________________________________.   Also, 
railroads charged more for?  __________________________________, rather than long hauls because 
of no competition.   


