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Language Handbook Lesson 22 Using a Dictionary

Using a Dictionary
Lesson 22

A dictionary tells a word’s definition, or what the word means. 
Some words have more than one meaning. 

• How do you find the correct meaning of a word? Read each meaning to figure 
out which definition makes sense.

• Some dictionaries have sentences to help you understand the words.

block   
1. a piece of wood or hard plastic used as a toy  
My little sister lost the red block she was playing with.

2. an area of a city with streets on four sides  
My best friend and I live in the same block.

Introduction

1  Our class used blocks to make a model of our school.

 

2  We walked around the block to look at the building. 

 

3  Our school takes up a whole city block! 

 

4  We used every block we had to build our model.

 

   Use the dictionary page above to find the correct meaning of 
each underlined word. Write the meaning on the line.

Guided Practice

HINT Reread the 
sentence using the 
definition you 
chose. Does the 
sentence make 
sense?

 what the word means   the word used in a sentence

L.2.4e: Use glossaries and beginning 
dictionaries, both print and digital, to 
determine or clarify the meaning of  
words and phrases.
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story

1. a group of words that tells about 
something real that happened  
The story is about the first school in 
our city.

2. a floor or level in a building  
The Empire State Building has 102 stories. 

1  What does the word “story” mean in 
this sentence?

  Our teacher read a story about how 
our school was built.

 

 

2  What does the word “story” mean in 
this sentence?

  The school used to be only one 
story tall.

 

 

yard

1. an outside area near a house or 
building  
Let’s play in my yard after school.

2. an amount that tells how long 
something is   
This short piece of rope is one yard 
long. 

3  What does the word “yard” mean in 
this sentence?

  Long ago, our school didn’t have 
a yard around it.

 

 

4  What does the word “yard” mean in 
this sentence?

  Now, our big playground is 
almost 50 yards wide.

 

 

Use the dictionary below to answer each question. Write the meaning that makes sense 
in the sentence.


