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BY DANIEL KENNEDY 

RANDOLPH COUN-
TY — Eight outbreaks of 
COVID-19 in local congre-
gate living facilities and an 
increase in individual cases 
have again elicited concern 
from Randolph County offi-
cials.

Seven long-term care 
facilities, including Gray-
Brier Nursing and Rehab 
in Trinity, have reported 
outbreaks, and another 
in the Randolph County 
Detention Center account 
for a total of 360 cases and 
13 deaths. In one month 
between Nov. 4 and Dec. 
4, the overall case total in 
Randolph County jumped 
41% from 4,129 to 5,831, 
where it stood at the end of 
last week.

Ten more people died 
from the virus in a sev-
en-day span last week, with 
an additional two dying 
over the weekend, bring-
ing Randolph’s total to 94, 
according to the Nor th 
Carolina Depar tment of 
Health and Human Ser-
vices.

GrayBrier has 136 indi-
viduals who have tested 
positive for COVID-19, 61 
staff members and 75 resi-
dents. Four from the facili-
ty reportedly died.

The jail has seen its out-
break grow to 61 cases, 48 
inmates among them. No 
deaths were reported as of 
the end of the week.

At press time, the most 
recent report revealed 499 
cases of COVID-19 in the 
7-day period ending Dec. 

4. According to the NCDH-
HS, Archdale’s 27263 zip 
code has repor ted 873 
cases since the beginning 
of the pandemic, 17 of 
whom have died.

Sophia’s 27350 zip has 
tallied 236 cases and two 
deaths. In Trinity, the 
27370 zip has recorded 574 
cases. Six of those individu-
als died.

T h e  c o u n t y ’ s  s e c -
ond-highest single-day total 
of repor ted cases since 
the outset of the pandemic 
came on Dec. 1, following 
a week in which Randolph 
recorded a 8.6% positive 
test rate for the period of 
Nov. 22-28. CDC of ficials 
called last week for all indi-
viduals to adopt a universal 

Clusters continue to plague area facilities
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RANDOLPH COUN-
TY — Two area high 
schools will remain sta-
tionary as others move 
to new classifications 
next season as a part of 
the North Carolina High 
School Athletic Associ-
ation’s realignment, the 
organization announced 
last week.

Last week, the NCH-
SAA released its desig-
nations for classification 
that will keep Trinity 
and Wheatmore high 
schools together in the 
reconfigured 2-A West. 
As nearby Thomasville 
High School heads to 
the 1-A West and Led-
ford moves to the 3-A 
West, losing crosstown 
matchups along the way, 
the Bulldogs and War-
riors will maintain its 
rivalry within the same 
classification.

Among the state’s 

other changes, football 
will no longer crown 
eight state champions, 
as the NCHSAA elimi-
nated subdivisions in 
the spor t ,  ef fect ive 
August 2021. At the 
annual NCHSAA board 
of directors meeting, 
other alterations per-
tained in part to navigat-
ing the coronavirus pan-
demic. The association 
approved the creation 
of a 60-second officials’ 
timeout in each quarter 
for basketball to provide 
an opportunity for ath-
letes to adapt to wearing 
masks during competi-
tion.

Trinity, WHS stay 
as others realign
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Santa Claus waves to the crowd during the annual Archdale Christmas Parade on Sunday. The event was organized by Archdale-Trinity SerCo Club and was also the 
official kickoff of the SerCo Club’s annual Cheer Fund campaign, which raises money to make Christmas more special for area children and senior citizens in need. For 
more parade photos turn to Page 3.

Archdale holds Christmas Parade
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RANDOLPH COUNTY — A 
Trindale Elementar y School 
teacher was selected as one of 
three finalists in the state for a 
national award.

Sarah Wood Remery, 
a fourth-grade teacher at 
Trindale, was recognized 
as a national finalist for 
the Presidential Awards 
for Excellence in Math-
ematics and Science 
Teaching. The highest 
honor provided by the 
U.S. government for a 
K-12 science, technology, 
engineering, math or computer 
science teacher, the PAEMST 
is presented to up to 108 educa-
tors each year for deep content 
knowledge of the subjects they 
teach and the ability to motivate 
and enable students to be suc-
cessful in those areas.

Remery’s recognition comes 
at a time when Randolph schools 
are hurtling toward its holiday 
break with a few changes that 

will impact the system’s efforts 
to bring all students back to cam-
pus in the new year.

As of Monday, a revised daily 
assessment check-
in form will be used 
for students and staff 

members. It 
will include 
two addition-
al questions 
to  he lp  in 
the continu-
al screening 
pr ocess  o f 
students as 
staf f  seeks 
to  ident i fy 

potential exposure to 
COVID-19.

Additionally, RCSS 
has created a survey 
to obtain feedback 
from students, par-
ents, and staff members regard-
ing remote learning during 
the 2020-2021 school year. The 
results from the surveys will be 
used for school improvement, in 
hopes of making the transition to 

next semester a smooth one.
The survey, which can be 

accessed on the RCSS website, 
will close at 5 p.m. Monday.

Also on Monday, a 
new school board will 
be seated, including 
Mike Sink. He was 
the only newcomer 
to a board that will 
remain much the 
same after voters 
last month reelected 
three incumbent can-
didates, sending the 
message that they 
want continuity in 
handling the Covid 
crisis.

C u r r e n t  b o a r d 
chair Gar y Cook 
recorded the most 
votes on election day, 
followed by fellow 

board members Sharon Farlow 
and Tracy Boyles.

Staff writer Daniel Kennedy can 

be reached at 336-888-3578, or at 

dkennedy@atnonline.net.
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