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342 N Main
Street, Troy,NC

27371
Tues. - Sat. 10-5

910-571-0815

Vintage, Handcrafted,

Decor and Furniture.

3 STORES IN ASHEBORO, 1 IN RANDLEMAN, 1 IN BISCOE & 1 IN SEAGROVE • OPEN 7 DAYS

www.readymartconveniencestore.com

PEPSI
TWO-LITERS

4 for 
$5!

(336)-442-3254

Rob Stover
Agent
robert.stover@ncfbins.com

1954 N. Fayetteville St., Asheboro, NC 27203
 Open Tue-Sat 10:00AM-6 PM | Sunday & Monday Closed

Serving the Asheboro area for over 37 years!

SPECIAL FINANCING AVAILABLE!
Check us out on Facebook!
@affordablefurnitureinc

Please use this 
coupon to take

$25 OFF
your purchase of

$299* 

or more! 336-629-1014 EXP: 5/31/21

THE ORIGINAL

AFFORDABLE FURNITURE
“Quality furniture at affordable prices”

*ONE COUPON PER PERSON. NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER 
OFFER, DISCOUNT, OR COUPON, AND NOT TRANSFERABLE.
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RALEIGH – House and
Senate Republican lead-
ers are growing impa-
tient as bargaining over
an early milestone in the
budget process has
slowed work at the North
Carolina General Assem-
bly.

GOP negotiators in
both chambers said this
week that they remained
hundreds of millions of
dollars apart on a dollar
amount they’d agree to
spend to operate state
government for the next
fi�scal year starting July 1.
The actual diff�erence de-
pends on how the spend-
ing is calculated but re-
mains small relative to
the $24.5 billion project-
ed to be spent this year. 

Still, Republicans pre-
fer setting a spending
“availability” number
that would narrow nego-
tiations on a fi�nal spend-
ing plan once the Senate
and House likely approve
competing versions of

the two-year budget.
None of that has hap-
pened yet. Two years ago,
the two chambers had
approved their budget
proposals by this week. 

Now top House lead-
ers have complained
about what they call the
Senate’s slow pace in ne-
gotiating the bottom-line
spending number and
passing a budget. And
since by tradition the
Senate is tasked this year
with passing the fi�rst ver-
sion of the budget, House
Republicans feel ham-
strung in working on
their own budget.

“They don’t seem to
want to come back and
negotiate,” said Rep. Ja-
son Saine of Lincoln
County, a chief House
budget-writer, suggest-
ing that senators skip fi�-
nalizing a spending fi�g-
ure. “Were it me, I would
move forward and just
send the budget.” 

Even House Speaker
Tim Moore teased his
Senate counterparts
Wednesday from the

chamber’s dais, saying
the Senate’s budget must
have “gotten lost in the
mail … but I’m sure it’s
going to show up sooner
or later.”

Senate Appropria-
tions Committee co-
chairman Brent Jackson
of Sampson County said
the chamber’s Republi-
cans hope to send a
counteroff�er on a spend-
ing number to the House
by the end of the week.
Jackson defended the
Senate’s position on
spending, saying it’s
worried the House wants
to spend too much on
long-term initiatives by
using one-time revenue
windfalls that can’t be
counted on. 

“We do not want to use
no more non-recurring
money than we have to
for recurring things,”
Jackson said on Thurs-
day. 

A fi�nal spending num-
ber will determine how
much can be set aside for
tax reductions and key
spending initiatives,

such as teacher and state
employee pay. The Sen-
ate wants to spend less
than the House. Neither
is seeking to spend as
much as Democratic Gov.
Roy Cooper proposed in
March.

The extended stale-
mate has contributed to
an unusual lull the past
two weeks in each cham-
ber since a key parliamen-
tary deadline passed May
13 designed to whittle
down the bills that can be
considered this session.

There have been few
committee meetings and
fl�oor votes since. 

With the delay, House
and Senate are signaling
their budget and tax pref-
erences publicly. 

Senate Republicans
advanced a bill through
committee this week that
would cut income tax
rates and raise deduc-
tions, at a cost of $2 bil-
lion in revenues through
mid-2023. Then Jackson
off�ered an amendment
Thursday to the bill that
would put another $1.4

billion in the state’s
rainy-day reserve ac-
count. 

Saine said House bud-
get subcommittees would
hold meetings next week
to discuss their own
spending priorities now,
rather that wait until after
the Senate complete its
budget bill.

Any fi�nal budget will
still go to Cooper’s desk.
He and Republican legis-
lators have expressed op-
timism that a compro-
mise can be hammered
out that Cooper can sign
into law. 

Cooper has vetoed the
three omnibus budget
bills presented to him
since 2017. Two of the ve-
toes were overridden. A
comprehensive 2019
budget was never en-
acted because Republi-
cans lacked the votes for
an override – leading in-
stead to the passage of
several smaller spending
bills. State government
continues to operate
even if a budget doesn’t
get enacted by July 1. 

Budget impasse among North Carolina
Republicans breeds impatience
Gary D. Robertson 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Today is Saturday,
May 29, the 149th day of
2021. There are 216 days
left in the year. 

On this date:
1790: Rhode Island

became the 13th original
colony to ratify the Unit-
ed States Constitution. 

1914: The Canadian
ocean liner RMS Em-
press of Ireland sank in
the St. Lawrence River
in eastern Quebec after
colliding with the Nor-
wegian cargo ship SS
Storstad; of the 1,477
people on board the Em-
press of Ireland, 1,012
died. (The Storstad sus-
tained only minor dam-
age.) 

1953: Mount Everest
was conquered as Ed-
mund Hillary of New
Zealand and Tensing
Norgay of Nepal became
the fi�rst climbers to
reach the summit. 

1973: Tom Bradley
was elected the fi�rst
Black mayor of Los An-
geles, defeating incum-
bent Sam Yorty. 

1977: Janet Guthrie
became the fi�rst woman
to race in the Indian-
apolis 500, fi�nishing in
29th place (the winner
was A.J. Foyt).

1985: 39 people were
killed at the European
Cup Final in Brussels,
Belgium, when rioting
broke out and a wall
separating British and
Italian soccer fans col-
lapsed. 

1988: President Ron-
ald Reagan and Soviet
leader Mikhail S. Gorba-
chev opened their his-
toric summit in Mos-
cow. 

1998: Republican el-
der statesman Barry
Goldwater died in Para-
dise Valley, Arizona, at
age 89. 

2009: A judge in Los
Angeles sentenced mu-
sic producer Phil Spec-
tor to 19 years to life in
prison for the murder of
actor Lana Clarkson.
(Spector remained in
prison until his death in
January 2021.)

2014: Starbucks
closed thousands of
stores for part of the day
to hold training ses-
sions for employees on
unconscious bias, in re-
sponse to the arrests of
two Black men in Phila-
delphia at one of its
stores. 

TODAY IN
HISTORY

As the summer season
approaches, Randolph
County School System is
saying goodbye to its
graduates and introduc-
ing a new summer school
opportunity for students
K-12.

The summer school
program was introduced
after Gov. Roy Cooper

signed House Bill 82 into
law, a bill that provides
academic growth, mental
and physical health for
students challenged by
the pandemic.

Superintendent Ste-
phen Gainey said every
school administrator
would notify the parents
of at-risk students to in-
vite them to participate.

“Parents of students
who qualify for the pro-
gram will make the fi�nal

decision as to whether
their student partici-
pates,” Gainey said.
“Based on space avail-
ability, students not at-
risk will be able to at-
tend.”

In grades kindergar-
ten through eighth grade,
the curriculum will focus
on math, reading, and
science. Grades nine
through 12 will focus on
end-of-course subjects,
courses with a test from

the state, elective course
options, and the credit
recovery program.

“We are looking for-
ward to a successful
summer school program
and helping the students
in need due to the stress-
es of COVID,” Gainey
said.

The voluntary pro-
gram will run from June
14 to July 22 in eight ele-
mentary schools, three
middle schools, and eight

high schools. Lunch and
breakfast are provided,
along with transporta-
tion.

Petruce Jean-Charles
is a Government Watch-
dog Reporter. They are in-
terested in what’s going
on in the community and
are open to tips on people,
businesses and issues.
Contact Petruce at pjean-
charles@gannett.com
and follow @PetruceKet-
sia on Twitter.

Schools’ summer learning program
aims to get students back on track
Petruce Jean-Charles
Asheboro Courier-Tribune

USA TODAY NETWORK

tried to coax him out of
the burning vehicle, Ox-
endine told them he had a
weapon and had served
time in prison for shoot-
ing at police. Offi�cers on
the SWAT team arrived

and said he pointed what
appeared to be a fi�rearm
at them before they
opened fi�re. 

N.C. Department of
Public Safety records
show Oxendine served
fi�ve years and eight
months in prison for as-
saulting a law enforce-
ment offi�cer with a fi�re-
arm in 2008.

Sellers questioned the
offi�cial description of
what happened, but has
no video to contradict it.
He called on the sheriff�’s
offi�ce to equip its offi�cers
and vehicles with cam-
eras.

“We know that the
timeline that they gave
you is not accurate,” he
said. “We know that

there was no bodycam,
no dashcam. We know
the answers to those, but
that doesn’t get us closer
to the fi�nal goal.”

Asked if an accurate
accounting of the events
would bring closure to
the family, Greg Oxen-
dine, Matthew’s brother,
said no.

“At the end of the day,

there will never be clo-
sure,” Greg Oxendine
said. “Matt’s gone. We’ll
never get that back, so
how can there be clo-
sure?”

Lawyers
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tional average of 50%
and 62%, respectively,
according to the Centers
for Disease Control.

North Carolina health
offi�cials have sought to
boost vaccine participa-
tion through census tract
data to target distribu-
tion eff�orts to under-
served communities.
From Wednesday to June
8, select vaccine sites in
Mecklenburg, Guilford,
Rowan and Rockingham

counties are partnering
with the state health de-
partment to provide $25
cash cards to adults who
get their fi�rst COVID-19
dose or drive someone to

their vaccination.
“We have a strong

supply of COVID-19 vac-
cines, and we want to
make it as easy as possi-
ble for people to get their

free COVID-19 vaccine,”
N.C. Department of
Health and Human Ser-
vices Secretary Mandy
Cohen said in a news re-
lease.

COVID
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