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Gainey provides school update
BY DANIEL KENNEDY

RANDOLPH COUNTY —
Since the return of classes in
August, officials with Randolph
County Schools have worked
consistently to keep students in
classrooms as much as possible.
RCSS Superintendent Stephen
Gainey provided the county

school board with updates earlier this month on the condition of
community spread of COVID-19
in the schools. Overall, Gainey
said that a combined total of 96
staff and students had tested positive for COVID-19 as of Oct. 14.
Of those, 59 positives came in
the 25 days between Sept. 21 and
Oct. 14.

Two schools closed for 14
days. Trinity High School was
the first.
“Both groups handled it like
champions,” Gainey said. “The
Trinity High School community
was the first one, and that staff
and that community handled it
like champions. They set the
tone.”

The superintendent said that
Trinity’s experience with combating the virus provided the
model for what schools will be
faced with and how to tackle
issues associated with positive cases, which continue to
increase in recent weeks.
Susan Hayes, director of Randolph County Public Health,

Pumpkin Pleasure

told the school board that case
numbers are especially concerning since the start of the month.
She estimated that as many as a
quarter of the positive tests on
any given day are from schoolage children and reported the
county’s ratio of positive tests per
SEE GAINEY/PAGE A4

COVID-19
UPDATE
(NCDHH at press time)
N.C. cases: 263,883
(4,211 deaths)
Randolph County:
3,730 (62 deaths)
Guilford County:
11,278 (205 deaths)
Forsyth County: 8,756
(119 deaths)
Davidson County:
3,677 (43 deaths)

Three
days
remain
in early
voting
BY DANIEL KENNEDY

ARCHDALE — County
residents have three more
opportunities this week to
make their way to the Randolph Community Services
Building and participate in
early voting.
A record-breaking
pace continues, as data
indicates voter turnout in
North Carolina and across
the country will likely be
the highest in more than
a century. More than 3.17
million North Carolinians
had already either cast or
mailed in ballots as of Monday in the 2020 election,
according to the North Carolina State Board of Elections. That total represents
66% of all votes counted in
the 2016 presidential election.
Experts predict that the
number of ballots cast this
year could be higher than
in any presidential election
since 1908.
Long lines and COVID19 concerns have done
little to deter participation
in the electoral process in
North Carolina, which is
considered a swing state in

Photos by Laura
Greene

From
left,
Greyson Smith, 4,
Willow Bowick, 6,
and Payton
Smith, 11, play in
the pumpkin
patch at Ingram’s
Strawberry Farm.
The farm is located at 6121 Riverdale Drive and
open
from
12-5:30 p.m. They
have a patch full
of pumpkins,
some fun games,
homemade ice
cream and hungry goats that
love to be fed.

Right: Threeyear-old
Milani Vinson
picks out her
favorite pumpkins
at Ingram’s
Strawberry Farm.

SEE VOTING/PAGE A4

SCHEDULE
FOR LOCAL
EARLY VOTING

Randolph middle schools reconfigure sports calendar
BY DANIEL KENNEDY

RANDOLPH COUNTY —
In an ef for t to prevent the
spread of COVID-19 and the
interruption of athletic seasons, school officials in Randolph County took action
earlier this month regarding
middle school sports schedules.
Randolph County Schools
Board of Education elected to
approve the recommendation
of staf f to move basketball
and volleyball into the spring.
With that decision, no middle
school athletics will occur in

Randolph County until after
winter break.
“That doesn’t sound good,
but with what is going on
right now, you could star t
some seasons before winter
break and have them interr upted severely if things
don’t slow down a little bit,”
Gainey said. “We’ll get a little bit more time for things
to maybe clear up a little
bit. We’re obviously in what
many people predicted would
be a second wave of this pandemic, or it seems that we
are.”
Basketball within the

district is now scheduled
to begin Jan. 4 and to run
through Feb. 12. Football
remains unchanged, with a
tentative start date of Feb. 1,
running through April 7. Volleyball will run from Feb. 15
to March 25.
Gainey said the decision
was made after close consultation with health officials. A
resurgence in COVID-19 case
numbers prompted administration to reevaluate its previous plans.
“In talking with Randolph
County Public Health and
everything going on, we are

concer ned,” Gainey said.
“The last thing I want us to
do is to have a season and
three-four ths of the team
can’t par ticipate and star t
missing a lot of games.”
The state’s high school
winter sports schedule was
amended earlier this fall by
the Nor th Carolina High
School Athletic Association.
Basketball is the first winter sport set to begin action
Dec. 7, when first practices
are anticipated. Games will
return Jan. 4, and the final
SEE SPORTS/PAGE A2

• Randolph
Community Services
Building, 213 Balfour
Drive: Voting continues
today and Friday from
8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. On
Saturday, Oct. 31, polls
will open from 8 a.m. to
3 p.m.
• Randolph County
Board of Elections, 1463
N. Fayetteville St. in
Asheboro: Voting occurs
at the times listed above.
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OBITUARY
Dale ‘Nina’ Mullinnix
HIGH POINT —
Mrs. Dale “Nina”
Norment Mullinnix, 93,
resident of High Point,
died Oct. 22, 2020,
at Randolph Hospice
House in Asheboro.
She was born April
15, 1927, in Darlington,
SC, a daughter to the
late Randolph and
Sara Cole Norment.
Later, she graduated
from South Carolina
University where she
obtained a B.A. degree
and was a member
of Alpha Delta Phi
Sorority. Dale spent
most of her adult life
in the High Point
area, where she was a
member of Forest Hills
Presbyterian Church.
She loved tennis, golf,
swimming, crochet,
reading, and especially
gardening and
hummingbirds. In 1949,
she married Robert
Lang Mullinnix, who
preceded her in death
in 1993. She was also
preceded in death by a
grandson, Jake Carroll,
in 2010; a brother,
Randolph Norment; and
a sister, Bet Phillips.
Surviving is her
daughter, Cole Masear
(Bill) of Archdale; two
sons, Dana Mullinnix
of High Point and
Cary Mullinnix
(Leigh) of Trinity;
three grandchildren,
Adrienne Mullinnix

Hollern (Todd), Bryce
Mullinnix (Melissa)
and Meredith Carroll
(Ricky Bratz); and
five great-grandchildren, Thomas Hardy,
Madeline Mullinnix,
Maddox Mullinnix,
Seth Hollern and
Haleigh Hollern.
The family received
friends Tuesday at
the home of Cary and
Leigh Mullinnix, 7322
Chapsworth Drive,
Trinity. A private
memorial service
was held earlier
that day at Forest
Hills Presbyterian
Church Columbarium.
Memorials may be
directed to Hospice
of the Piedmont, 1801
Westchester Drive,
High Point, N.C.,
27262. Cumby Family
Funeral Service in
Archdale assisted the
family. Condolences
may be made through
www.cumbyfuneral.
com.

RECENT DEATHS
Mildred Ann Killian Carpenter, 80 ........................... Archdale
Kathy Davis Phillips, 67 ...................................................... Trinity
Lisa Phillips, 58 ................................................................. Archdale
Betty Harris, 65 ................................................................. Archdale
Jonah Aiden Keaton, 12 ................................................... Sophia
Albert Lee “Al” Jackson Sr., 76 .......................................... Trinity
Roy “Gene” McHenry, 81 .................................................... Trinity
Eva Turner Underwood, 97 .................................. Thomasville
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total administered to be at its highest point in three months.
“On Oct. 3, out of 120 cases,
probably 30 or 35 of them were
ages 0-17,” Hayes said. “The seven
days between Aug. 9-15, our% positive was 5.5%. … The last time we
were at 8% was the end of July.”
As of the second week in October, Hayes said the county’s positive test rate had exceeded 8%.
Hamstr ung in many ways,
school board members alluded
to the decisions on in-person and
remote scheduling for students
being akin to a rock and a hard
place. Even as the positive test
rate is at 8%, one school board
member pointed to a survey con-

ducted by the CDC that detailed
harrowing results of individuals riddled with mental health concerns
due to the pandemic.
According to the CDC, one in four
young adults between the ages of
18 and 24 say they’ve considered
suicide in the past month because of
the pandemic. The data also reveals
a spike in anxiety and substance
abuse, with more than 40% of those
surveyed saying they experienced
a mental or behavioral health condition connected to the COVID-19
emergency. The CDC study analyzed 5,412 sur vey respondents
between June 24 and 30.
Those and other problems
associated with feelings of being
trapped led the board to approve
a return for all of its youngest students. Pre-K students and those in
grades K-5 returned for a standard
four-day schedule on Monday.

to cast a ballot during early
voting or on Election Day
itself. If not registered, voters
can same-day register
FROM PAGE A1
and vote during the early
this year’s presidential and voting period. However,
congressional elections.
Face coverings and mail-in
ballots have become the
answer to fears of voting
during a pandemic, and
single-use pens have now
become souvenirs for voters in place of traditional “I
Voted” stickers.
As of 5 a.m. Monday, a
total of 37,493 voters had
cast ballots at polls countywide, according to the
North Carolina State Board
of Elections. That number
indicates that 39.9% of registered voters had already
participated in the election,
including 5,773 mail-in ballots that had been tallied.
In the general election,
Archdale and Trinity residents are participating in
the determination of two
county commissioners, a
state Senator, a state House
member, among other
high-profile state and federal offices. Races for governor and for a U.S. Senate
seat could determine which
party controls the state and
the Senate.
If already registered to
vote, residents are eligible

VOTING

Gainey said in the face of grave
health risks, staff, parents and students have risen to meet the challenges. Those actions, he said, have
prevented an even greater health
crisis from occurring.
“A parent will call you and tell
you, ‘My child’s not feeling well;
I’m not sending them tomorrow,’
” Gainey said. “That keeps other
kids from being exposed to other
staff members. That’s one of those
things that, when it’s all over, I’ll be
very proud of, because those are
the calls we’ve been getting since
Day 1.
“People want to talk about a lot of
the other things, but there’s a lot of
parents and staff and students who
have stepped up in all of this.”
Staff writer Daniel Kennedy can
be reached at 336-888-3578, or at
dkennedy@atnonline.net.

there is no same-day registration and voting on Election Day itself.
The 2020 general election in North Carolina will
not require voters to pro-

vide an additional form of
identification. Early voting
for this fall’s general election continues through Saturday, leading up to Election Day itself Nov. 3.

early detection is key
care for life
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SCHEDULE YOUR MAMMOGRAM TODAY

COVID-19

PROTECTED

If detected early enough, 99% of women will survive breast cancer. Make an appointment at any of our locations, all
part of our NCI-designated Comprehensive Cancer Center network. Where you start matters.
Premier Imaging • Women's Imaging – Westchester • Mammography – High Point Medical Center

MAMMOGRAPHY
336-716-WAKE | WakeHealth.edu/Mammogram
NCI
Designated
Comprehensive
Cancer Center

The National Cancer Institute officially designates select
cancer centers in America as “Comprehensive” for meeting
the highest possible standards. Research shows that choosing
an NCI-designated Comprehensive Cancer Center could
increase your long-term survival rate by up to 25%.

