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Step Up to
Writing

SUTW Summary Scoring Guide

• Organization
• Content
• Style
• GMP (Grammar, 

Mechanics, Presentation)

Focus is the same as the Expository Scoring Guide

BIG DIFFERENCE: 

NO REDS and NO CONCLUSION



Step Up to
Writing

What does the Scoring Guide look like? Level of 
proficiency

Focus 
area

Notice No 
Reds!



Step Up to
Writing

Let’s Practice

• Look at the student sample provided.
• Look at the rubric that you have been given.
• Score the student using the scoring guide.



Step Up to
Writing

Break Down the Prompt

Read the 2½-page description of  the 
Pharaohs of  Egypt.  Write a good 

summary of  this section of  the 
textbook.



Step Up to
WritingStudent Sample #1

The section of the book called “The Pharaohs” describes the lives of 
these important leaders in ancient Egypt. Pharaohs were kings who were 
treated like gods. Some Egyptians kissed the ground that the pharaoh 
walked on. As rulers the pharaohs received gifts. Sometimes these gifts, often 
gold, came from other rulers who feared the pharaoh. Scribes wrote down 
everything that the pharaohs did. The writings were put into the pharaohs’ 
tombs. Celebrations were held in royal court, the home of the pharaoh. 
Celebrations included songs, stories, and games. To honor the gods, pharaohs 
built temples and put priests in charge of them. Many were built on the Nile 
River. Most temples had columns with carvings an painted decorations. Even 
today, tourists can visit the remains of the tombs and temples in Egypt.
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WritingAssessing Sample #1
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Step Up to
Writing

Student Sample #2
The Eqyptians had a Pharoah for a king. This 

Pharaoh was believed to be a God Some believed 
that he could even control weather. Pharoahs had 
scribes who write things down. At parties their were 
singers, dancers, and musicians. One of the few 
Queens was Hatshupant and she ruled for about 20 
years. The pharaohs had many temples were at 
Karnak. They were began almost 3,500 years ago and 
pillars rise to about 70 ft. Priests had to be clean 
and could not eat pigs.



Step Up to
WritingAssessing Sample #2
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Step Up to
Writing

Student Sample #3
This section explained the Egyptian life. The way it was and 

the way it is. It explained how other powerful leaders form other 
countries were afraid of egyptian Pharaohs. They often sent gift of 
many things. It also told how the pharaohs had scribes that wrote 
down everything they said or did. Which were later put o n their 
tombs or grave. There were explanations about the celebrations that 
went on at royal  court.  Of the music and the games The temples in 
the article were made for worship of the gods. These temples were 
watched over by priests. Most temples were built along the Nile facing 
the sun rise for they thought the sunrise was the beginning of life. 
Tourists often visit the temple of karnak with the largest columns and 
most beautiful carvings and paintings. With over 100 statues.
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WritingAssessing Sample #3
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Step Up to
WritingStudent Sample #4

The article “The Pharaohs” describes the luxuries and 
responsibilities of the pharaohs. The Pharaoh was considered the most 
powerful person in Egypt. In fact he was considered a god. Pharaohs 
were very wealthy. They would receive gifts of gold because some 
countries feared their power. The pharaohs also had scribes write about 
everything. What he did, what he said, and the speeches he made. The 
Pharaohs were also known for building elaborate temples that honored 
their gods. They would then appoint a priest to manage those temples 
.The pharaohs built the temples on the east side of the Nile because 
they believed that ws the start of life. Although the pharaohs are dead 
their memory lives on in the work of their elaborate tombs.



Step Up to
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Step Up to
Writing

Adaptations for Non-ELA Classrooms

• Eliminate focus areas of style and GMP
• Just assess organization and content



Step Up to
Writing

Again, why is this important?

• Pushes all students to reach higher achievement.
• Lets students know exactly why they received the 

grade they did.
• Increases teachers’ expectations of  students.
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