WEEK 6

Passages

· “A War of Symbols” (Pre-GED Critical Reading Skills) on Monday and Tuesday

· “Queen of Scream” (from TAKS Passages) and three pages of questions for “Queen of Scream” on Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday

Outcomes Emphasized

Students will continue to practice:

· Making inferences by merging information from the text with what they already know about something in the passage and/or something in a question about the passage.
· Answering questions about a passage by reading the question carefully, consulting clues in the text and consulting what is already known about information in the question and/or in the passage. 

· Making a written response to an open-ended question and judging the responses according to a rubric (on Friday).
Teacher Notes for the Week
· Week 6 provides needed practice for making inferences and answering multiple choice questions, since these two outcomes were introduced in Week 5 and practiced for only one week.
· Practice on Monday and Tuesday involves locating clues in the text and in prior knowledge that support the readers’ choice of an answer.
· Practice on Wednesday and Thursday helps students realize that the wording in the correct multiple choice option will vary from the wording the readers would use in responding orally to the same question.  The correct option, however, will be the BEST OPTION among the choices provided.
· During Week 6 students will continue to practice making inferences and using inferences to answer multiple choice questions.  The main thing for students to understand is that answering multiple choice items correctly depends upon locating pertinent clues from the text and drawing upon what the reader already knows about information in the text, in the multiple choice question, and in the answer options.  On Friday, students will reply to two open-response items and apply a rubric to judge how well they answered the question.
	
	Text material
	Other materials
	Students will make inferences by merging information from the text with what they already know.

	M
	“A War of Symbols”
	Anchor chart

Copies of text for students

Copies of questions for students
	The teacher will read aloud the first paragraph of “A War of Symbols” and ask students what they know about WWII and Winston Churchill.  Have them share.  Ask one partner to read the next paragraph to a partner. After students complete their reading of the paragraph, ask students what they have learned so far.  Be prepared to clarify as needed.  Probe for any questions that the students may have.

Tell students that in an article that is short, the author will often use inferences to make a point. The reader can use clues that are stated directly to infer ideas that are only suggested or hinted at.

Ask partners to finish reading the story.  Reading the story and related discussion should take no more than 15 minutes.

Distribute the page that contains the questions.  Tell students that you will model what you want partners to do with the questions.  Take Question 1 for modeling.  Write two columns so that students can see them:

          Clues From Passage                                         What I Inferred          
Read Question 1 and model your thinking out loud as you read the answer choices.  Say something like:

A. He was  angry over the attack by Germany.

B. He had a sense of humor.

C. He did not care about the people of England.

D. He no longer felt he was an effective Prime Minister.

Model how you can record the main points of your thinking under the two-column chart.  The teacher might write something like the following:

         Clues From Passage                                         What I Inferred          
· Churchill knew he needed a way to          Only someone with a sense of humor would think 

            cheer up the people.                                   to change a rude gesture.      
Mark answer B.

Tell students that for each question (2,3, and 4) they should note which clue(s) they used in the text and/or what they inferred to answer the questions.
If time remains, review the students answers and evidence (clues from text and what they inferred).  If time is short, save the review for the next day.  

	
	
	
	Students will make inferences to answer questions about a passage by merging information from the text with what they already know.

	T
	
	Anchor chart from previous day

Article

“Dinner Plans”
	The teacher completes the review of the students’ work on questions 2, 3, and 4.  Lead students to understand why the correct answer option is correct. Use the two column format from the previous activity to summarize how the clues from the passage and the students’ inferences led to the correct response.  

When the review is complete, the two-column class chart could resemble the following:

Question            Clues From Passage                                           What I Inferred
   2              “..bombings and lost battles depressed                He understood they needed hope 

                       the English people.”

   3             “When the English people saw the symbol          They understood that Churchill was using the

                     they laughed.”                                                    rude symbol to make fun of Hitler and                                                                                                

                                                                                               symbolize something positive at the same time.

Distribute the article “Dinner Plans”, and have students read the passage silently.  Tell students to answer questions paying careful attention to how they use clues, prior knowledge, and inferences.  Allow about 5 minutes for students to work in pairs to answer the questions.  Allow at least 10 minutes for students to share their answers with the class.  Emphasize having students explain how they knew what the correct answer was.  Praise responses that explain how the student used clues, prior knowledge, and/or inferences to answer the questions correctly.  Note:  At this stage it is critical that students acquire the discipline of using clues from the text and their prior knowledge to make the inferences needed to comprehend text.

	
	
	
	Students will answer questions about a passage and understand that there are many ways to express a correct answer.

	W
	“Queen of Scream”
	Copies of text for students
	Note:  Practice on Wednesday will help students realize that there can be more than one correct answer to a question.  It will also help students realize that there are different ways of expressing the same idea.  Wednesday’s work is important in setting up Thursday’s practice when students will respond to written questions by selecting from multiple choice options.

Distribute copies of “Queen of Scream.”  Tell students to look at the title and the illustration.  Ask them to turn and talk to ask what they predict the passage might be about and give evidence for their prediction.  Stop and listen and select one or two to share out.  (The evidence is the critical piece.)
Tell students that the passage is about a roller coaster engineer who plans rides for Universal Studios in Japan.
Ask students to read the passage silently.  Explain that they will be answering questions using examples from the text to support their answers.
When students finish reading, have them respond to the following questions with examples from the text.  After each question allow students a few seconds to discuss the answer with their partner.  Then, after each question, ask for partners to share their answers.  Record a few student responses to each question.  The questions to be asked are listed below.  Examples of student responses are provided for each question.

     Question                                                          Example of Possible Correct Answers

1. What is this story mostly about?        The job of an engineer who designs, assembles, and tests 

                                                            some of the scariest rides in the world.  
2. How did Jairala get her job?              She became interested in how things work at an early age

                                                                        She was a good student in school and went on to college

      3.  What makes roller coasters so fun?
The important thing is for students to realize that there are many different ways of expressing a correct answer.  Teachers should discuss students contributions with an emphasis on their being accurate and asking students to explain what in the text made them think so.  For example, a student might reply to question 3 by saying “Jairala likes to ride them because they don’t last so long.”  When the teacher inquires about what made him think so, the student could reply, “No one could stand it if it lasted too long.”  At that point it would be important to explain what is meant by “how many thrills passengers can take.”
                                                   

	
	
	
	Students will answer questions about a text using clues from their text and their prior knowledge.

	TH
	“Queen of Scream”
	Copies of text and questions for students 
	Note: Thursday’s practice is intended to make students aware that the correct answer among the options provided will be the BEST OPTION among the choices provided.
Distribute “Queen of Scream” and the two pages of questions that go with the story.  Ask students to work independently to answer the five questions.  Tell students to mark the clue(s) in the text that prompted them to choose that option as the best choice.  Tell students that they will have about 8 minutes to mark their answers.

Ask students to compare their answers to the answers of their partners.  Tell students to alternate telling each other why they chose a particular answer as the best choice.  Tell students that they may change one of their answer choices if their partner convinces them that another answer is the best choice.  Allow about 6-7 minutes for students to confer with their partners.

In the final 15 minutes, review each answer.  Ask students to volunteer the best choice and to provide the clue from the text and any prior knowledge and/or inferences that made them pick that choice.  For example:

· Question 1:  C (The clue is in the last two sentences.  Those sentences tell us that she got her degree in mechanical engineering and she works for a theme park, so I can infer the paragraph is mostly about how Jairala became a roller-coaster engineer.
· Question 2:  F(The clue is that the “park obviously doesn’t want to really imperil” its customers.  I can infer that they don’t want to do anything negative to the customers, so as I read the answer choices, I thought they didn’t want to put anyone in danger when riding their rides.  
· Question 3:  D(The clue from the story is in the third paragraph.  Jairala worked for the theme park for over a year before the park opened.  I inferred this meant that she was hired to plan and oversee the building of the rides in the park.
· Question 4:  G(The clues in the story come in the fourth paragraph.  This section talked about illusions and making the rides frightening.  It’s a right there answer.
· Question 5:  D  

	
	
	
	Students will respond to a question by writing and use a rubric to evaluate written responses.

	F
	“Queen of Scream”
	Copies of text and questions for students

Rubric

Paper/pencil
	Distribute copies of “Queen of Scream”and write the following prompt so that students can see it:  

“According to the passage, why do engineers sometimes try to extend the length of a ride?”

Tell students that they will have 5 minutes to write a response.  Before they write, display the following rubric so that students can see it:

1.  Does the response tell how long a ride is?

2.  Does the response tell why engineers try to extend the length of a ride?

3.  Does the response use details from the story to support the answer?

Distribute pieces of paper and allow 5 minutes for the students to write their response.

Tell students to read their response to their partner.  Tell the partners to judge their own work and their partners’ work.  Tell students to agree upon a grade of “Yes” if the written response earns a “Yes” to only one of the rubric questions.  The partners should agree upon a score of “Yes, Yes” if the paper earns a “Yes” to two of the rubric questions.   The partners should agree upon a score of “Yes, Yes, Yes” if the written response earns a “Yes” on all three of the rubric questions.  Circulate to observe which students are able to judge a written response accurately using the rubric.

Write the following prompt on the board.  

Explain what Jairala’s duties are at the theme park.  Use details from the passage to support your answer.  Tell students that they will have 5 minutes to write a response.  Before they write, display the following rubric so that students can see it:

1. Does the response give at least two or three duties?
2. Does the response include details from the passage?

Tell students to do their best work because you are going to read their responses and give them a grade of “Yes, Yes.”
Collect the papers and find time to read them.  Be sure to talk to students individually if they do not earn a “Yes, Yes.”  Let students know what it would take to make a response worthy of a “Yes, Yes” grade.
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