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THE NEW MILFORD PUBLIC SCHOOLS
COMMON CORE

INTRODUCTION

The Common Core serves as 8 foundaton for all cumcuium work in New
Miford. While not a curnculium ftsell, 2 is 8 statement of what we expect of owr
students. Ouwr curriculum guides state in much greater detad the specifics of
each of our programs. The Common Core does not reflect all we teach and do,
rather it reflects our vision of what all chidren should achieve. It i our intent that
all children can and should achieve the goals of the Common Core, however, we
recognize the Core represents an ambitious goal.

The Common Core of Learning should not be misconstrued as a set of
nolated skills and understandings. To the contrary, it shouki be viewed as an
integrated and interdependent set of expectations. Users of the Common Core
should contnually look for cross-discplinary and interdsciplnary approaches
and for the transfor of skils and knowledge from subject area 10 another. In fact,
many flems Isted under a particular subheading could easily have been nduded
under others, Our aim, following the Connecticut Commoen Core, 1999, reflects
our commitment 10 excellence in New Milford Public Schools.



THE NEW MILFORD PUBLIC SCHOOLS
COMMON CORE

MISSION STATEMENT

Qur mission at New Millord Public Schools, in parinership with the famidy
and communiy, Is to enswe that all students master sills for ldelong learmng
and reach their maximum potential

This mission is accompished by.
providing a safe and nurturing environment;

promoting excelence and creatnity,

adherng to challenging academic standards and.

fostering values of integrity, responsibility, respect and fairness.
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Now Milford Public Schools
Partners in Education

These terms are instrumental in defining our mission statement:

Safety
o providing & school anvironment free from harm and actions of wiolence,
both physical and mental

Nurture
o encouraging and fostening infelleciual and emobional growth in order fo
help complefe each person

Excellence
e confinuously improving

Creatraty
e discovering the boundiess art of the imagination;
o axorcising those faculbes that produce new insights and artfacts

Challenging Academic Standards
o demanding high expectations and standards for aV,
» strving fo meet and beat large! goals

Values
e defermining standards you belleve and ive by ike;

intoguity
demonsiraling honesty, dependabiity and sel-control;

responsibility
demonsirating accountabiily for individua! and collactive achion;
axorcising sel-dvection,

respect
accepling of individual differences;

faimess
provding eqQual opporfunily and lreafmend under consistent
standards



New Milford Common Core

The Arts
As a resull of education in grades K-12, each sfudent should be able to:

express hisher own concepls, ideas, and emotons through each of the arts
(visual arts, music, dramatheatre, dance, video/ilm, and creatve wiiting),
appeecaie the importanca of the ans in expressing and iluminating human
experiences, beliefs, and values loday, and in the past, from a wide range of
cutures;

understand and use the malecdials, 10088, technigues, forms, language,
notation, and Meraturelrepertoire used in the production, exhibition, and
performance of works of art,

develop sufficient mastery of at least one ant form 1o continue felong
involvement in the ant form, not only as audience member, Dt also as
creators, performers, and if chosen, as a career.

Applied Education
As a resull of educabon in grades K-12, each sfudent shoukd be able to.

understand that leaming & a process that includes and goes beyond formal
education;

demonstirale a positive atttude toward work and an appreciation for the socal
value and dignity of work,

demonsirale attitudes, habits, and employabilty skils and specialized
knowledge that wil make the individual a productive particpant in and
contributor to socety,

consider and explore a range of careers/vocation that will be personally
satisfying and suitable to his/her skills, interests, aptitudes, and life goals, and
pursue the necessary eoducation toward one o more of these
careervocations;

understand personal economics and their relaSionship to skills required for
employment, promotion and financial independence.



World Languages

As a resut of educabon »n grades K-12. each student showd be able o have the
opporfundy fo

understand and communicate n at least one language in addibon 1o English,
while understandng that every student’s first pnority with respect 1o language
development is fluency n English,

gain knowledge and understanding of other cultres and thew influences
within the U S and globally.

Social Studies

As & resut of education in grades K-12, each student showd be able fo

recognize and analyze events, personalities, trends, and belefs that have
shaped the history and culture of New Milford, Cornectcut, the United States,
and the world,

gamonsirate knowledge of United States history and government, and
understand the duties, opportunities, and nghts of Unied States czenshg,
apply mapr concepts drawn from the disciplines of hustory and the socaal
sciences (anthvopology, economics, geography, law and government,
philosophy, polibhcal scenca, psychology, and sociology) 1o hypothetical and
read ife situations.

apply critical thnking skilis 10 the decisicn-making process and the analys:s of
controversiad issues in order 10 understand the present and anbcaipate the
future



Communication/Language Arts
As a result of educaton in grades K-12, each student shoukd be able o

be competent, efMective, and adaplable communicatrs able 10 succeed n
21™ contury communication demands’

read wan skills that meet and surpass kterary requirements for school. work,
daly Ining, and eryoyment

wrile clearly, comectly, and expressavely 10 transfer ideas, informabon, and
foeings that are necessary 100 affactive CommMuICation,

speak ksten, and view in order 10 present and evaluate ideas and information
n clear, cohesve, and informative ways, includng oral delivery and
knowledoe of how norverbal indicalors and istening act as key agents in the
COMMUMNCAtON Process,

be critical consumers and creative producers of COmMUNICation,

procduce wntten, oral and visual products 1o express. develop, and
substantiate Keas and expanences,

apply the corwventions of Standard English In oral, wrltten, and wvisual
commumnicabon,

employ the language ans for ielong learming, work and enjoyment.

Mathematics
AS @ result of egducalion in grades K-12. each sfudent showd be abie fo.

n writlen form with models, pictures, graphs, and mathematical symbols,
Packages, word processing. and other related computer software,

use mathematical skils and concepts to make and justify decisons and
predictions, 10 identify patterns and trends, 10 pose questons from data and
sAuabions, and 10 formulate and solve problems,

for solving problems, Inciudng estimabion, mental comMPUEation. hands-on
computers,

use mathemabtical skils and concepts with proficency and confidence, and
apprecate the power and utiity of mathematcs as 8 ascpine and as a ool
for solving problerns



Physical Development and Health
As a resull of educabon in grades K-12, each student showld be able fo:

e plan and mplement a physical fitness program accoeding to the five
components of fiiness (cardio-vascular, muscie strength, muscle cocedination,
Nexiity, and body composition) using a variety of conditioning exercses
andior leisure activities;

e understand and apply the basic elements of proper nutrition, avoidance of
substance abuse, preventon and Yreatment of dsease, and management of
emobional stress,

* demonstrate a variety of basic Me-saving skills,

o understand the responsibiities for parenting, family and chidcare,

o understand human growth and development, the functions of the body, and
human sexuaity.,

Science
As o resut of education in grades K-12, each student should be able fo:

o understand and apply the basic principles, concepts, and language of biclogy,
chemistry, physics, earth (nchuding ecology) and space scence.

» identify and design techniques for recognizing and solving problems
scientifically, including the development of hypotheses and the design of
experiments to test them -~ the gathering of data, presenting data In
appropriate formals, and drawing conclusions based on results.

* Demonstrate the abilty to work with laboratory measuring. manpulating and
sensing devices,

Technology
As a resulf of ecucabion in grades K-12, each student showkd be able o

o fecognze the scope of lechnology and evaluate the mpact and influence
Mhummwamwumm - past, present, and

. Mmdmmmhmwmmwmm
interactions among science, technology, and society,

. umm.mmum processes concepts, and tools for

. mmmmmmmmwdw
and technology.



Attributes

As a result of education in grades K-12, each student should demonsirale an
abiity fo:

maxmize strengths and improve or compensate for weaknesses in order 1o
set and accompish reasonable goals;

take the prudent risks necessary % accomplish tasks and fulill personal
ambitions through an intrinsic desre 10 succeed,;

intisle actons and assume responsibilty for the consequences of those
actions,

understand learning is a elong process;

develop sensitivity to and understand the needs, ocpinions, concems, and
cusioms of others;

participate in society and work actively in reaching group decisions regarding
school, the communiy, the state, the country, and the world,

understand and appreciate hisher own histoncal and ethnic heritage, as well
as that of others represanted within the larger community;

recognize the necesstty of moral and ethical conduct in a society,

develop personal crileria for making informed moral judgements and ethical
“m" ‘-
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